MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY OF M/s. M.N.BALASUNDARAM ROUGH
STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY, OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.87.5 HECTARES
LOCATED IN S.F.Nos. 8/1A, 8/1B, 8/1C, 8/1D, 8/1E, 8/1F, 8/1G, 8/1H, 8/11I,
8/1J, 8/1K, 8/1L, 8/1M, 8/3A & 8/3B, OF SITHALAPAKKAM VILLAGE,
VEMBAKKAM TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT, HELD ON 07.01.2025 AT
100 PM IN M/s. R.S.E_MAHAL, MAMANDUR, VEMBAKKAM TALUK,
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1. | Thiru. Baskara Pandiyan, IAS., | District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai.

3. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.
3. | Thiru. K. Prem Kumar Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.
4. | Selvi. R. Vijayashree Assistant Engineer,

~ Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai.

5. | Thriu.K. Perumal Tashildar (i/c),

" Vembakkam Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai.

6. | Thiru.M. Haridas Village Administrative officer,
Sithalapakkam village,
Vembakkam Taluk.

6. | Tmt. A. Amutha Assistant Manager,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

5. | Public and Environmentalists | 54 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
has welcomed the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai who presided the
public Hearing meeting, the Government officials, the public, the
environmentalists and explained the need of the public Hearing for
obtaining Environmental Clearance for the proposed rough stone and gravel

quarry as follows.




“As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006 all
the projects and activities listed in the schedule to the notification, require
prior Environmental Clearance from the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA). The Environmental Clearance process
involves public consultation, which is why the public hearing meeting is
being conducted for the proposed Rough stone and Gravel Quarry project by
M/s. M.N.Balasundaram. This project aims to quarry rough stone and
gravel over an extent of 3.87.5 hectares in Sithalapakkam Village,

Vembakkam Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District.

As per EIA, 2006 the mining projects (Individual or Cluster extent)
above 5 hect of that area requires prior Environmental Clearance from the
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. Accordingly, this public
hearing meeting will be recorded and submitted in the form of audio and
video to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. Accordingly,
the public notice for this public hearing was published in dailies of “Times of
India” (English) & “Dinamalar” (Tamil) on 28.11.2024 with the approval of
the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the proposed Rough stone &

gravel quarry of M/s. M.N.Balasundaram.

The District Environmental Engineer, further stated that the pfoposed
quarry project and its Environmental Impact Assessment Study report
details will be explained through a power point presentation by the project
proponent’s consultant. Following the presentation, the public can express
their views, suggestions, and comments one by one either in oral or in
written format on the said project. The opinions & suggestions of the public
& environmentalists will be recorded and submitted to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority.”

The District Collector, Tiruvannamalai requested the project
proponent to explain about the proposed rough stone & gravel quarry and
the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the

public in detail.



On behalf of the project proponent, Tmt. K. Abirami, Coordinator,
M/s. Global Mining Solutions, Salem (Consultant for the proposed rough
stone & gravel quarry of M/s. M.N.Balasundaram) explained the details of
the project and the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by

them with help of power point presentation.

Then the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai requested the public to
express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written statement one
by one and instructed the participants to provide their name and address
before sharing their feedback, and to do so one by one, to ensure an orderly

& transparent process.

The following are the views/suggestions/comments represented by the

public.

1. Thiru. Thulasi, Sithalapakkam village:

He expressed his opposition against the proposed quarry of M/s.
M.N.Balasundaram. It was stated by him that this quarry would lead to the
- silting of canals that supplied water to the lake, severely affecting
agriculture and grazing for cattle, resulting in animal deaths and the
blocking of wells. No officials have investigated this matter. The proposed
quarry would affect 50 acres of agricultural land, severely impacting
farmers; the natural resources of our village would be affected and hence, he
respectfully requested the District Collector to refrain from allowing the

establishment of this quarry.

2. Thiru. Perumal, Sithalapakkam village:

He stated that the wastewater from the proposed ordinary stone and
gravel quarry by Thiru M.N. Balasundaram would mix with the lake water,
severely affecting the livestock, such as goats and cattle. Furthermore,
agriculture would be greatly impacted; wells would be silted; and the canal
water supply would be disrupted. Our village lake would also be polluted. He
added that the quarry operators do not follow any regulations when blasting

rocks, and they do so at all hours, day and night, without any prior notice.



The vibrations from the blasting cause wells to collapse and get silted. He
respectfully requested the Honourable District Collector to ihspect and
investigate our village's canal, lake, and lands before granting permission for
the quarry, thus concluding his speech by expressing his opposition to the

proposed quarry.

3. Thiru. Vinayagam, Arasanipalaiyam village:

He stated that the previous speaker mentioned that canals and wells
in the village were affected by the quarry operations, but instead of
approaching the concerned authorities, they were criticizing the quarry
owner, which is not justified. He concluded his speech by stating that the

proposed quarry would not have any adverse impact on their village.

4. Thiru. Sankar, Arasanipalaiyam village:

He stated that the proposed quarry would not have any adverse
impact on their village and concluded his speech by expressing his support

for the proposed quarry project.

5. Thiru. Thirunavukkarasu, Arasanipalaiyam village:

He stated that the establishment of this quarry would improve the
livelihoods of more than 200 families. Therefore, they are pleased with the
proposed quarry and he concluded his speech by expressing his support
for the proposed quarry project.

6. Thiru. Mohan, Arasanipalaiyam village:

He stated that the ’establishment of this quarry has created job
opportunities for the people of our village, and bus facilities have also been
made available, resulting in numerous benefits. He concluded his speech by

expressing his support for the project.

7. Tmt. Rani, Arasanipalaiyam village:

She stated that no objections to the establishment of the quarry since
the proposed quarry would not have any adverse impact on their village, and

her speech was concluded by expressing support for it.
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8. Tmt. Vijaya, Arasanipalaiyam village:

She stated that she has been working in this quarry for 15 years and
the quarry owner has done numerous good deeds for them. She added that
their children are studying in school today because of the quarry owner. She
further stated that the quarry has not had any adverse impact on their daily

lives and her speech was concluded by expressing support for the proposed

quarry.

9. Thiru. Vishal Kumar, Arasanipalaiyvam village:

He stated that this quarry has provided employment opportunities to
numerous young people who were wandering around without jobs, and
several families who struggled to make sustain themselves. Additionally, this
quarry has provided various amenities to our village. Therefore, we have no
objections to the establishment of this quarry, and he concluded his speech

by expressing his support for the project.

10. Tmt. Alamelu, Arasanipalaiyam village:

She stated that she has been working in this quarry for 15 years and
the economic status of her family has improved because of this quarry.
Therefore, she welcomed the quarry and expressed her support for its
establishment, and concluded her speech by expressing her support for the

project.

11. Thiru. Parthiban, Arasanipalaiyam village:

He stated that this quarry has not had any adverse impact on their
village people. They have no objections to the establishment of this quarry,

and he concluded his speech by expressing his support for the project.

12. Thiru. Umapathi, Sithalapakkam village:

He questioned that, as previously mentioned, how a quarry can
provide livelihoods for around 200 people? In our village, Sithalapakkam,
there is a rough stone and gravel quarry owned by Thiru. M.N.

Balasundaram. Near this quarry, there's a large lake spanning 60 acres.
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However, due to the quarry's operations, the lake is severely affected. Our
village has not benefited from this quarry; we lack access to drinking water,
and our roads remain undeveloped. Compared to other villages,
Sithalapakkam is heavily impacted. Therefore, before establishing this
quarry, a thorough environmental impact assessment and soil testing
should have been conducted in our village. Instead, the project report was
submitted without proper research. Thus, I request the honourable District
Collector to investigate and only then grant permission for the quarry's

establishment.

13. Thiru. Siva, Sithalapakkam village:

He stated that the previous speaker mentioned the adverse effects of
this quarry. However, my agricultural land is located near this quarry. I
have not been affected by the establishment of this quarry. The well near my
" field has also not been affected and concluded his speech by expressing

support for the proposed quarry.

The following 06 members of the public have expressed their
opinion in writing on the proposal of this Rough stone and Gravel
quarry. Among the 06 members, 04 members have expressed their
support and 02 members have expressed their objection to the

operation of this quarry.

S.No Named& Place Comment

1 Village people, Sithalapakkam | Expressed support in favour of the

and Arasanipalaiyam village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

2 - | Thiru.S. Santhakumar, Expressed support in favour of the
Ex-Village president, proposed quarry

Suruttal village,
Tiruvannamalai District.

3 | Thiru. M. Muthu Raja, Expressed support in favour of the
Ramanathapuram District. proposed quarry

4 | Thiru.S.Kanchana Charry, Expressed support in favour of the
Rangareddy District, proposed quarry
Telegana. ‘




S Thiru.V.Perumal,
Sithalapakkam Village,
Tiruvannamalai District.

Expressed objection against the
proposed quarry.

6 Thiru. V. Thulasi,
Sithalapakkam Village,
Tiruvannamalai District.

Expressed objection against the
proposed quarry.

As there were no views/comments raised further, District

Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai, with the District Collector’s approval, has announced that

the meeting came to an end with the vote of thanks.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper
Tamil & English dated 28.11.2024 for notifying the public hearing

meeting)

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio

announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 07 & 54 persons).

4. Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the

public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing/Summary in English & Tamil,

submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. EIA Report & Executive summary (Tamil & English).

7. Petitions received through Public H

numbers.

/QZJM?E/ s

District Envir ntal Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

earing Meeting and social media- 06

Tiruvanhamalai.
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