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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY KEERANUR ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL
QUARRY — CLUSTER (2 Nos.) FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF
6.44.21 HECTARES LOCATED AT S.F. NOS. 441/A1 (PART), A2 (PART), A3
(PART), A4 (PART), 449 (PART) AND 450, KEERANUR VILLAGE, KANGEYAM
TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT, TAMILNADU STATE, HELD ON 03.12.2024 AT 10.30
AM_IN SRI KUMARAN MAHAL, KEERANUR VILLAGE, KANGEYAM TALUK,
TIRUPPUR DISTRICT.

PROJECT NAME:

Keeranur Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry - Cluster (2 Nos), Keeranur Village,
KangeyamTaluk, Tiruppur District.

Si. No. | Name & Address of the Project Area (Hectares)
1. Mr.B.Vishnu KumarRough Stone and Gravel Quarry, 2.00.21
SF. No.441/A1 (P), A2(P), A3 (P) & A4 (P)
2. Mr.P.Sasikumar Rough Stone and Gravei Quarry, 4440
SF. No.449 (P) & 450

Participants _
1 Mr. A. Felix Raja . Revenue Divisional Officer,
. Dharapuram, Tiruppur District.

2. Dr. M. Senthil Kumar . District Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North

3. Mr. S. Bharathiraja . Assistant Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

4. Dr. P. Ramesh . Assistant Environmental Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.
5. Mr. MAM. Mannar Thippu : Assistant Engineer

Sulthan Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North
6. Mr. T. Shankaranarayanan . Assistant Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North
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7. Proprietor - 1 . M/s. B.VishnukumarRough Stone and
Gravel Quarry

8  Proprietor - 2 M/s. P.Sasikumar Rough Stone‘and
Gravel Quarry

9. Mr. M. Sheik Navaas :  Project Consultant
Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem, Tamil Nadu

10. Public © 71 Numbers. (Attendance Register

enclosed).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), welcomed the
Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, who was presiding over the public hearing.
The hearing was attended by members of the public who came to register their
opinions, environmental volunteers, government officials, police officers, and quarry
owners involved in the proposed cluster of quarries. The hearing pertained to M/s. B.
Vishnu kumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry and M/s. P. Sasikumar Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry are seeking Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India.

The DEE emphasized that, as per the Environmental Impact Assessment
Notification 2006, issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), prior Environmental Clearance is required for eight types of projects listed
in the notification. Some of these projects must also conduct a public hearing before
receiving clearance. Accordingly, M/s. B. Vishnu kumar Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry over an extent of 2.00.21 Ha and M/s. P. Sasikumar Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarryover an extent of 4.44.00 Ha have applied for prior Environmental Clearance,
and this public hearing was convened in connection with their applications. The public
notice regarding the hearing had been published 45 days before in the Dinamalar and
The New Indian Express newspapers on 16.10.2024.

He further informed that the project consultant would present the details of the
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) through a PowerPoint
presentation on behalf of the proprietors of the Vishnu Kumar and Sasikumar Rough
Stone & Gravel Quarries. After the presentation, the public and environmental
volunteers would be allowed to express their views about the project either in writing or
orally. The entire proceedings of this public hearing will be audio and video recorded
and submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for
further action. Following these remarks, the DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, requested

the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram to preside over the meeting.



Revenue Divisional Officer:

First of all, | would like to welcome everyone to this meeting. The Environmental
Engineer has explained in detail the terms of reference of this meeting, its purpose, and
how it will be heid.Based on his comments, | would like to ask the public to summarize
their views. Before that, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, asked the project
consultant to give his presentation regarding the project.

Project Consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamil Nadu:

He welcomed the gathered for the public hearing meeting and explained the

details of the project as mentioned below

Introduction of the project

Location Map of the project area

Satellite Image of project area for a radius of 500m.
Availability of source and product details

Current quarry details within a 500m radius
Location map within 10 Km Radius

Land classification around 10 Km radius.
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Baseline Data

©

Google map view of Soil sample & Water samples collected locations
10. Google map view of Air Quality monitored locations

11.Results of Air Sample Analysis

12.Google map view of Ambient Noise level monitored locations
13.Results of Ambient Noise level monitored

14.Expected Environmental Impact and Mitigation Measures

15. Environmental impact Assessment.

16. Expected Environmental Noise Impact and Mitigation Measures
17.Advantage of the project

18.Conclusion

A copy of power point presentation is also enclosed.

Following this, the District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB), Tiruppur North, invited the public to express their views and
comments regarding this project. He asked those registering their views orally to clearly
state their names and which village they belonged to.

Accordingly, the public expressed the following views,

1. Mr. Mukilan, Chennimalai, Coordinator of Tamilnadu Environment
Protection Movement,

The Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement extended greetings
and felicitations to the newly appointed Revenue Divisional Officer and the
District Environmental Engineer, who were conducting the public hearing meeting
for M/s. Vishnu Kumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry is to be located at SF.
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No. 441 and Mr. Sasikumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry is located at SF.
No. 449 (Part) & 450, over an extent of 11 acre inKeeranur Village,
KangeyamTaluk, Tiruppur District. The meeting was jointly organized by the
Tiruppur District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.
Officers of various departments, including the Pollution Control Board, Revenue
Department and Police Department, and the environmental activists, farmers and
those affected by stone quarries, who have attended here with great concern to
protect this land and people (This area of Keeranur, which has already
experienced a two-magnitude earthquake, should not be destroyed) and the
public from Keeranur, Maravapalayam village, stone quarry owners, to those

brought by stone quarry owners, and journalists, were welcomed.

An introduction was provided by Mukilan, the Coordinator of the Tamil
Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, wherein his association with the
Thiru. Sagayam Committee and the Granite Abuse Investigation Committee,
along with his active participation in efforts to protect natural resources worked
with him for a year and uncovered evidence of one lakh thirteen thousand crore
rupees of irregularities in 89 quarries in Tamil Nadu. He raised his voice against
the sand abuse happening all over Tamil Nadu. It was emphasized that the
public hearing was not intended to base decisions on majority opinion but rather
to address the environmental, social, and legal concerns linked to the proposed

quarry project.

Concerns relating to air, water, soil, and noise pollution, as well as the
potential impact on biodiversity, were raised. It was noted that the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report, comprising nearly 400 pages, had detailed
socio-economic impacts and mitigation measures proposed by the project
proponents. However, questions were posed regarding the legality and
enforceability of the mitigation measures outlined in the report, as well as their

alignment with environmental laws.

First of all, the SF No. 441 where this Vishnu Kumar stone quarry is
located is it based on the government regulations? This meeting is to say that.
Section 36 of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 provides that no quarry
shall be established within a radius of 300 meters i.e. within a distance of 1000

feet from a residential area.

The Vishnu Kumar Quarry is located at SF No. 441/ A1 (Part), A2 (Part),
A3 (Part), and A4 (Part). First of all, we ask the Divisional Revenue Officer and
Revenue Department officials why they keep A1, A2, A3, A4 as part of it?. That
is, | request the district administration to give an order that whoever asked
permission for' the quarry, the village administrative officer should please

subdivision it. Because if you mentioned the SF No. as partt, then we don't know
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the complete details. So please do accordingly. The house is situated in SF No.
600, 601, 602, 603 adjacent to SF No. 441 of this five acre area in which the
quarry owner's house is also located. Also, next to another quarry, Sasikumar
house is also built with panchayat permission at a cost of around 10 lakhs. Then
as far as the houses are concerned in the siting criteria, if there is a house,
whether it is approved by the panchayat or in the village map, field map, A-
register, it means a house or housing layout. On the b‘asis of a clear order that
whether the house is demolished or bought by quarry owner or bought by other
persons, even if the house is dilapidated, it is meant to be a house, In this regard,
a circular has been issued to many districts regarding house and housing layout.
This is Erode District Circular. The Assistant Director has instructed all Surveyors
in the Land Survey Department. In this, if the house recorded in the UDR and
Natham land survey registers is dilapidated or demolished, it should be recorded
as originally marked and the approved house, housing layout, odai, path
- recognized in the stone quarry related distance survey report should be checked
against the village map, field map, A-register. It is ordered to be provided. This
has been ordered by Erode District Collector on September 2.

Pursuant to the order of the Commissioner, Land Survey, Chennai, this
order has been issued on 11.7.2024 in Namakkal district. Therefore, since there
are houses around this quarry in SF No. 600, 601, 602 and 603, | would like to
inform you that permission cannot be given for this quarry as per law. Apart from
that, the Minor Mineral Concession Rules clearly states that no minor minerals
shall bequarrying if any of the locai bodies, Central or State Government
Departments or Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Boardhas made a

provision of water supply or water pumping systems are located within a 500
meter radius.

As everyone in this village knows,there is a cart way on SF No. 459, which
is on the eastern side of SF No. 441, where this quarry is located.Similarly, 5
bore wells have been installed nearKeeranur-Maravapalayam road which can be
in the northern side of the quarry and there are three motor rooms. A permit
cannot be given to operate the quarry if there are any violations. Then, we show
with evidence that there are so many violations. Therefore, legal permission
cannot be given for this quarry. Apart from that there should not be temporary
labor quarters within 300 meters radius. The reason is that when this quarry
explodes, the people who may be in the temporary labor quarters will also be at
risk. Because on the 5th of last May, 5-6 workers who were in a temporary
residence there died in an explosion in a quarry at Aviyur in Virudhunagar district.
Many incidents are happening here. This has been stated by the Assistant
Director, Geology and Mines Department in various orders.



There are numerous temporary settlements within a radius of 300 meters
around Vishnukumar quarry, all of which we have sourced from a google map.
From the google maps, there are several buildings in the nortwestern direction at
174, 226 and 275 meters, in the northern direction 15, 218, 256 and 272 meters
and in the northeastern direction 171 meters from the Vishnukumar quarry. What
| said is all based on the proof. The presence of many houses around this quarry
is clearly shown in the google maps in terms of latitude and longitude. Hence,the
Vishnukumar stone quarry is in violation of so many rules as there are many
temporary and permanent settlements based on village map, in reality,

panchayat approval and google map.

Similarly, the Sasikumar stone quarry is located at SF No. 449 part and
450 over an extent of 11 acres are also shown in this village map. There are
many houses in SF No 455 and 445 at a distance of 285, 290 and 295 meters
i.e., within a radius of 300 meters from this quarry site of SF No 449. This is
shown in the village map itself.

More importantly, SF No. 449 of this quarry has an odai running along its
southern side which is shown not only on the village map but also on the
computer FMB. Also the odai is shown in Ladder FMB. That odai showed in all
government documents. Then a distance of 50 meters should be maintained to
the odaias per law. But in SF No. 449 there is not even 30 meters distance to the
odai and also that odai was not showed in the mining plan. Similarly, there is a
distance of only 40 meters from Odai in SF No. 452 which is south of SF No.
450. So this quarry cannot be permited.

Many people may say, how can you question the odai that flows into our
pattaland? You can ask if it is flow in the poramboke land. Who owns pattaland?
We have bought and paid for it is our property, and what is necessaryis to show
that there is odaiwithin it. We can destroy that odai, change it, and do whatever
we want. But what is the government’s response to that, we asked the the
Commissioner of Land Survey, the Commissioner, Land Survey, in his Right to
Information (RTI) reply that, though the extent of the land has been mentioned as
"geological path and geological odai" as per Section 15 of the Revenue Order
(Ms) No. 26, these are owned by the Government though on patta land. It has
been clearly stated that the Tahsildar has the power to remove any
encroachment. This is what the Assistant Director has also given. As per
Revenue Department, Standing Order 26 Section 15, whatever document is
given by the Village Administrative Officer or the Surveyor, it should be given by
looking at what is in the village map, field map, A1-register and it should not be
given as | did not see the odai or they covered it with soil when | inspect
personally. As, this odai has nearer to the Sasikumar quarry without admissible

distance. Legally, Sasikumar quarry cannot and should not be allowed. Similarly,
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there is a temporary labor settlement within a radius of 300 meters around this
Sasikumar quarry site. Therefore, permission cannot be granted to Sasikumar
quarry.

Also, Sasikumar quarry SF No. 449 is mentioned as 449 part. It has an
area of 2.acres andit is not subdivided. A cent home buyer has subdivides their
land. In this village alone, the owner of 70 acres does not subdivide their land,
but mentioned as part. The reason is that only the Village Administrative officer
and the local authority know which area they have given permission for
quarrying. If they are gone, no one will know. No one can come and check this
map and documents. They are seeking permission to operate the quarry for 10

years. When giving the land document for this, the land should be subdivisioned.

Also, if we look at the Google Map of this quarry field, there are four
houses at 183, 222, 250 and 256 meters in the northwestern side within a radius
of 300 meters from this quarry field. There are two houses on the southwestern
side at 222.11 and 222.14 meters. On the southern side there is a house at 221
meter. Similarly, the google map shows that there are houses at 292 meters in
the northeastern side. Therefore, the legal permission cannot be given to
Sasikumar quarry as houses are shown in village ‘map and google map and

temporary labor quarters are also present.

Similarly, legal permission cannot be given to Sasikumar quarry as there
is no admissible distance maintain from the odai. As aiready mentioned, under
the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, permission should not be given if there are
over-head tank, bore wells and water pumping stations within a radius of 500
meters of the quarry site. The village of Keeranur is located on the western side
of this quarry, within a 500-meter radius. ‘Also, there are bore wells and
overhead tanks in its northern and northeastern side. If Mugilan is lying, the next
speaker shall demonstrate with proof thatis not like this. | have explained
everything with photo evidence, video evidence and maps in detail.Due to
several violations, such as presence of over-head tanks and bore wells nearer to

the Sasikumar quarry against the rule, it is unfit to operate legally.

A big question for us is who is running the government here? Are they
running officials who can get sallary with people's tax money? Or run by quarry
owners? | don't know that. The reason is that all the responsibility for the land
rests with the respected RDO. However, take a look at the computer FMB that
was taken on 28.11.2024, about this quarry site, which was' uploaded to the
computer after being approved by the Tahsildar on 16.05.2017. In this the
northern side of the quarry is mentioned as 443 but, the northern side of this
quarry is 803. This is clearly shown in the village map. That is, Northern side of

the SF No.449 and 450 is SF No. 603. Similarly, Westerenside of the SF No.441
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is SF No. 603. But it is mentioned as SF No. 443 in computer FMB. This has
already been given by Tahsildar Mr. Mayilsamy,who has already transferred from
here. Similarly, Tahsildar who was arrested on corruption charges in 2021 has

also given. Therefore, he said that they have created fraudulent documents.

The SF No. 443 should have three hectares ie 7 1/2 acres only. But SF.
.No.602, 603 and 443 have been combined together and mentioned as SF No.
443. So the SF No0.443 contains 15 acres. They have done so many frauds in the
computer FMB. We report with evidence that the governrﬁent officials have done
fraudulently for the quarry owners by hiding the facts. Appropriate action should
be taken for this. Because no more such scams should be staged. As for
Keeranur, this area including the Selvanayaki Amman temple is an area where
the ancestral deity of many lakhs of people can be found. Do not quarry in this
area. If the dlocuments they can provide are honest and legal then we can't say
anything. But, all documents are fraudulent documents. So how can tell the truth
by looking at a computer FMB? Therefore, the RDO should immediately take
appropriate action against those who prepared these fraudulent documents and

those who were accomplices.

Similarly, if a quarry has to hold a public hearing meeting, 45 types of
documents are required only then to be able to fully express the views.However,
in the documents of Vishnukumar stone quarry, they have not kept the village
map but a combined village map. They have a village map for Sasikumar quarry.
But what they have done in that village map is that they have measured the
distance from the center of the quarry. Minor Mineral Concession Rules are
clearly stated that a 300 meter radius should be measured from the outer edge of
the quarry on the basis of latitude and longitude. Already, Tamilselvii, the Village
Administrative officer who had done such a wrong position to Kuttapalayam RPP
quarry, has given a statement to the Tahsildar saying that | did it due to
ignorance and has also given us a report. Because if we go to court over it, they
will lose their jobs. They write the TNPSC exam with difficulty without paying any
bribe. As the government officers do not do their duty honestly, this village is
destroyed. But the question is what to do if the village administrative officer gives
such fraudulent documents. It is in this EIA report that within a radius of 300
meters they have measured from the center of the quarry instead of from the
outer edge of the quarry.

A big question for us is? When quarry owners submit an application, in
that application we ask for the quarry, there is no encroachment, no court
proceedings and there are no permanent structures like houses, temples, school,
and government buildings within 300 meters radius. Similarly, the village
administrative officer has also given a certificate, the certificate given to

Sasikumar and Vishnukumar are here. The Village Administrative officer has
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given the certificate only after one year from the time of application by both of
them. The application period for Vishnukumar Quarry is 10.10.2022 and the
application must be accompanied by Village Administrative Officer certificate.
After giving A-1 notice, report of Village Administrative officer on A-1 notice,
report of land revenue Inspector, after that BlockDevelopment Officer, Tahsildar
and RDO went to field inspection and gave reports after that Assistant Geologist
examined how much mineral can be mined in mineral department and made
report. That reportto be submitted to the District Collector. But Village
Administrative Officer has given report on 20.05.2023. That is, for the application
on 10.10.2022, the Village Adminjstrative Officer has given a report only on
20.05.2023. It is at page no.119A in English Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) report.

After giving the certificate by the ViIIage Administrative Officer, the higher
officials should give the certificate based on it. But here, if the Village
Administrative officer has finally given the certificate after everyone has given
certificate, it is not known on what legal basis this is taking place. Similarly,
Sasikumar has submitted an application on 01.09.2021 seeking permission for
their quarry. However, the Village Administrative Officer has given a report only
on 20.04.2022. The VAO give the report after giving report by all officers i.e.,
Block Development Officer, Tahsildar and RDO, is the VAQis collector? The
report of the Village Administrative Officer is at Page No.119A in the English
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report. When the quarry owner submits
the application, the first report could be providedby VAO as there are no
encumbrance, houses and temples on the land. But he gives after everyone has

given. He said that the largest scam has been staged here.

Also, if you have given 45 types of documents, we can quote each one
like this. That is why they did not provide particular document. Regarding these
two quarries, there are houses, there isodai, and there is a bore well within 500
meters. Similarly, based on the records, two Richter magnitude earthquakes
have already occurred in this region in 2022 in Keeranur, Nallrod, Padiyur,
Ekkatampalayam, and Paniyampalli. There are many family deities including
Selvanayaki Amman temple. Even so, The rule says that 300 meters away from
the temple is enough for quarries operation but we know that here, when blasting
takes place, the vibration is felt up to three kilometers. He said that after the
recent tremors at Kodangipalayam, Vijayalakshmi Quarry, it was also felt at Sulur

Airport in Karanmpettai.

Not only that, the rule clearly says that they have to build the road
themselves. Similarly, the District Collector had informed that when Sasikumar
and Vishnukumar stone quarries were already given permission, they should not

use the government path for any reason and should use their own path. But they
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are using the government cart way in SF No. 459. Also, on its northern side there
is a village road from Keeranur to Maravapalayam. There is a clear order that
only 10 tons should go on the village road. The Block Development Officer has
issued an order to put information boards in all the villages in Chennimalai Union.
Similarly, here in Kuttapalayam of Kangeyam Union, the Block Development
Officer has issued an order to put up an information board on the village road
that does not carry more than ten tones. At present, when we arrive, we see that
the truck is carrying with a load of 60 to 80 tons. A road that should last for eight
years does not last even for three months. If it is 10 tons on the village road, it is
gravel or M.sand is loaded to the body level of the tractor including the weight of

the vehicle.

If transported in a six-wheeler,it will be 24 tons, 16-wheeler, it will be 48
tons. But, they carry up to 90 tons. We have caught ourselves in many places.
Carrying such vast loads causes roads that cost crores of people's tax money to
be ruined and plundered.50 lakh to 1 crore is spent on laying one kilometer of
village roads. They spend up to 210 crores per kilometer on national highways.
Then, if the 16-wheeler vehicles that can carry only 48 tons if it carry 90 tons, it
likes A cat can climb and play on 5-year-old child it's okay but an elephant can
climb and play? What happens? That's the merit of this road. Many people may
say that the quarry owners did that many beneficial things. They are destroying
roads worth crores of rupees. Is there any weighing machines less than a
hundred tons? He said that it is only 48 tons of load is permitted on the national

highway.

Already operating quarries claimed to grow 200 trees per acre and build a
green belt but no one has done it. Wire fences are not properly erected. Now
they have started erecting wire fence after we continuously insisted. Similarly, in
a noiseless mudpul method that can be called Nonel blasting, a wet cloth should
be placed over the blast, a sack should be placed over it, and a lorry tire should
be placed on top of it so that there is no vibration and the blast should be
exploded once in every 28 seconds. The project consultant said that Nonel blasts
are used but it is more expensive and less productive. So they use illegal
explosives more. This has been an ongoing problem in our district. This year

alone, 7 people have died using illegal explosives in our district.

Therefore, to protect this soil, to protect the nature, to protect the earth, to
protect the Selvanayaki Amman temple that may be here, to protect the village of
Keeranur, legal permission cannot be given to the Sasikumar and Vishnukumar
quarry. Already in the same hall, last year, a public hearing meeting was held for
the execution of Sasikumar stone quarry in SF. No. 442 (Part). We said that with
evidence in the hearing. But they gave permission. The reason for that is that the
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quarry owners themselves have said that they got permission by paying 5 lakh
rupees per acre. All these violations are there and the State Environmentai
Impact Assessment Authority itself is saying that we have made a mistake, we
have committed a crime. Therefore, on this basis, the quarry is not eligible for
legal operation. He also requested to cancel the perm'its already given to the

quarries.

There is already a quarry here in the name of Muthuswamy, but SRK is
doing it on lease. Quarries should not be leased internally, but they are doing it
illegally in the same village. Apart from that, Muthusamy blasted the quarry and
stone fell on nearby houses and many such incidents are being covered up. So it
is the duty of the authorities to establish the truth. On the basis that it is the
responsibility of social activists like us to tell the truth, he asked us to protect this

land, nature and earth.

In conclusion, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has clearly posted in his
Facebook on November 22, 2017, both in English and Tamil. "Why is the horse
trading government refusing to allow the sale of sand imported from abroad and
to prevent the depletion of natural resources in Tamil Nadu? There is no answer
to this question,” So based on that, don’t manufacture M.sand from biue metals.
Similarly, don't take sand from the rivers here. Natural river sand can be imported
from foreign countries especially from countries where earthquakes occur
frequentiy like Malaysia and Indonesia for 1000 rupees per ton. Here, the quarry
owners have been paying five thousand rupees per ton since December 1. If the
government buys at 1000 rupees and sells it at 10000 rupees, the government
will get income. Individuals are doing it here. So action should be taken on it.
Another thing is that no one can test the quality of the M.sands that can be
produced here. Therefore, he requested to set up a laboratory at taluk level for
analysis.

Sasikumar and Vishnukumar stone quarry is not eligible to grant
permission under law. In spite of this, | request the officials of the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority who are looking into this that if the
SEIAA gives permission, all of them will have to go to jail. You have already
apologized to us for what you did wrong. So he thanked for the opportunity and
requested to do it properly according to the law.

. Mr. Natarajan, Vengalapalaym

The quarry has been operating in the area for the past 20 years. Similarly,
after preparing the EIA report and saying that we will blast Nonelin mudbui
method, we will sprinkle water on the path every day, and now they have
detonator and blast 100-200 pits with one blast, all the nearby cattle run away

from the stable in fear. Second, the smoke and dust from the explosives settled
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in the nearby pastures, so cattle could not graze within a radius of about one
kilometer. And when we complain to the quarry owners, they ignored and do not
take any action. Claiming to be working as per the project report before obtaining
permission and then not implementing properly after obtaining permission. He
also informed that no water was sprinkled on the track and no wire fence was

erected around the quarry.

Similarly, they said in the project report that they will plant two hundred
green ftrees, but even after twenty years, not a single green tree has been
planted. And if they report that the agricultural lands are affected, they ask them
to give the agricultural lands to themselves and leave. The land worth Rs 50 lakh
in market value is being asked for by others at a lower price of Rs 15 lakh and
the quarry owner says that they will buy the land at cost of Rs 20 lakh. So the
farmers around the quarry should not be fooled. He said that if the license is
given to the quarry now, all the surrounding farmers will become refugees and

requested that permission should not be given to this quarry.

3. Mr. Sivasamy, Sivanmalai
The project consultant said that the quarry will provide employment
opportunities to local people. But none of the stone quarries provide employment
to local people. They say that they are developing a green belt and growing 300
trees per acre. But not a single tree has been planted in any quarry till date‘and

he requested the Environmental Engineer to inspect all the quarries here.

We are not anti-business. If they do business without harming people,
livestock, bird species, biodiversity, then there is no problem for us. Air pollution,
soil pollution and water pollution occur because no one does so. Government
officials can know our problems if they stay with us. The legal time for blasting is
between 1.00 pm and 2.00 pm. But instead of blasting between 1.00 PM and
2.00 PM, they blast between 5.00 PM to 6.00 PM. As it is the time of milking,
when there is a loud blast, cows run away in fear and stones fall nearby. He said

that no action is taken when informing the issues to the quarry owners.

4. Mr. Sekar, Maravapalayam
| Santhosh stone quarry in SF No. 407/1 (part), and SF No. 407/2 (part)
near my land has been operated and closed. An eight-dipper stone that exploded
in the quarry fell into my land. He said that they are not erecting the wire fence

even after complaint about it many times.

Meanwhile, the District Environmental Engineer has requested the public
to give their views only about this quarry where the public hearing meeting is

being held.
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Also, livestock cannot be reared.Orathapalayam dam is near the quarry
pit. Deer living there fall into the quarry and die. In this regard, | have petitioned
several times to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Pollution Control Board,
Revenue Department and District Administration. But no action has been taken
so far. He said that no regulations are followed in the quarries and due to biasting
without time control, dust spreads in fhe houses and people go to the hospital
due to allergies.

If the quarry has been operated.and closed,to whom do we address this
issue? As per Chief Secretary's order, wire fencé should be erected around the
closed stone quarries, despite 15 petitions to erect a wire fence around the
quarry, the Tahsildar has not taken any action till date. | have given a petition to
all departments that appropriate action should be taken immediately. And there is
no such thing as stone quarries should not be operated.He also said that it is not
that stone quarries should not be operated, but if the legal rules are properly

followed, permission can be given to the quarry.

5. Mr. Sakthivelmurugan, Secretary, Tiruppur District Contractors Association

All the work we can do is government work. 75 percent of the raw material
required for the work is obtained through stone quarrying. Based on this, the
government workhas to complete. The present Chief Minister has initiated road
works and many project works with the good intention of completing good
projects in a short period of time and making that available for public use. In
order to complete those works, there has been a lot of disruption and delay in
getting the necessary raw materials like M. Sand, gravel and blue metal. Hence,
the work cannot be completed on time. When we ask the quarry owners for that,
they say that according to the Mining plan, only so much stone has to be broken,
only so much will be broken and only so much can be given. Every quarry owner

claims that many quarries are not operating due to lack of proper licences.

The public and environmentalist views are acceptable but, the quarrying is
still in progress. | am a government contractor. The geologist says that there is a
spring at this place and a bore well should be provided there. However, the
quarry is nearby the bore wells can be provided only where public needs water.
It is not appropriate to say that we will not grant a license to a quarry because a
bore well has been provided at that place. Water is required for public
consumption. At the same time, raw materials like M. Sand, jelly etc., are needed

to complete the construction work.

| request the government authorities to monitor the malpractices of some
stone quarry owners and find solutions to them and issue permits. The
construction work of thousands of houses is under preparation under the project

called "KalaignarinKanavulllam" announced by the Chief Minister to the public.
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However, a very scarce situation has developed for building material such as M
Sand and jelly. Due to this, the entire project is delayed. Therefore, he asked to
issue licenses to these quarries immediately and raw materials should be made

available without shortage.

6. Mr. Prabhakaran, Keeranur
He says, in the quarry we blast after giving proper notice to everyone
before blasting. With this quarry more families are benefited as thirty to forty
persons are employed in one quarry. There is no problem in operationof quarry.
We are blasting without disturbing the public. He requested that you give proper

permission and license to us.

7. Mr. Loganathan, Ganapathypalayam.

Two persons have requested permission to quarrying. Officials know how
to give permission. I request on my behalf that you grant them permission,
subject to law. The crusher will run only when the quarry is in operation. Raw
materials like M.Sand, P.Sand are available only when the crusher is running.
Even if a village road is to be laid it requires gravel, M.Sand, P.Sand. Even
setting up a ten by ten room requires raw materials. He said that if you don't give

them permission, the public will be affected.

8. Mr. Suryakumar, Keeranur
He says, | own a truck and deliver goods. Our truck is drives by this
quarry operation. A lot of employment opportunities are generated by trucks. If
they don't have a quarry license here, we have to go far to Karur to fetch the
materials and distribute them. So, it becomes important for our construction
industry and infrastructure sector. Therefore, licenses should be issued to these

quarries operating under the relevant rules

9. Mr. Palanisamy. Sederpalayam
"~ He says, we have two trucks. Both son and daughter are studying. So we
can survive only if these quarries are licensed. Otherwise our livelihood will be
affected and if we go to Karur and procure raw materials it will cost more. So we
are buyingM.Sand and P.Sand from stone quarries here. So, license should be

given to these quarries.

10. Mr. Sakthi, Nall Road
I am doing trading business buying and selling M.Sand, P.Sand on tractor.
If sand is imported from outside the town the construction cost will be high. Due
to this, the public is affected a lot. It is easier if the raw materials are available
nearby. Currently, M.Sand and P.Sand are essential products of the public. He

asked for permission to operate this quarry.
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11. Mr. Sekar, Nall Road
When Tiruppur district framed in 2009, 367 quarries were operating with
permission. Currently, only 93 quarries are operational. Jalli, which was priced
at 1500 rupees then, is now sold at 4000 rupees per unit. If the permission for
these quarries is banned, the price of gravel and M. Sand will increase.l am
working in kangeyam as a government contractor. Due to this, the construction
work is affected as required quantity of gravel and M.Sand is not available. So he

requested to permit these two stone quarries for operation.

12. Mr.Veerakumar, Mutthur
I am a representative of the Highways Contractors Association. Now,
there are very few quarries in our Kongu region. Tiruppur, Erode, Karur,
Namakkal, Coimbatore and Nilgiris are all less quarry. As a result, the price of
gravel is now four thousand rupees. If licenses for more quarries are banned, the
construction industry itself will become unviable. He requested.permission for
not only these two quarries, but also for more quarries, reducing the cost and

developing the construction sector.

13. Mr. Balasubramaniam, Thammareddipalayam

Basic amenities like food, clothing and shelter are required by the public.
Food cultivate from agriculture. Clothing get through the textile industry.- Shelter
means everyone builds RCC houses, no one builds thatched house or tiled
houses. And all the raw materials required for construction of RCC houses are
available through quarrying and crusher industry. Not available anywhere else.
Also used as a raw material in the manufacture of hollow block. Therefore, the
impact of the decrease in the number of quarries is that the price of basic raw
materials such as M. Sand, P. Sand, and gravel, which are required by the
public, has increased. Also, raw materials are required for the construction of
concrete roads and bridges required by the people in the Panchayat. The
revenue that can be generated from this quarry does not go to the state

government or the central government but entirely to the local bodies.

75 per cent of the revenue from the quarry at Kiranur goes to the
panchayat of the permit amount they can pay.The remaining 25 percent is given
to the basic needs of people who may be in a nearby Panchayat like us. While
applying for this licence, they set aside a certain share of the profits from the
business as CSR Fund for the public service. From that they have contributed
more than seven to eight lakh rupees for the Keeranur School improvement. The

" quarry owners also provided the support to schools and general work, when they
getting a license for quarry.Panchayats get 75 percent of revenue, for example, if
these two quarries are operating in KeeranurPanchayat, if they pay a tax of ten
lakh rupees as permit amount, seven and a half lakh rupees will come to this
KeeranurPanchayat.
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Keeranurpanchayat needs drinking water, concrete road, everything can
be done with that fund. So there is a chance for this panchayat to become a self-
sufficient panchayat. There is no need for us to wait for the central and state
government for the fund required for this panchayat. Whether we provide a
drinking water connection, bore well andover-head water storage tank, all the
required funds are available to those panchayats through this. If there is a
problem with the people nearby, the government should resolve it and allow the
business to run smoothly without any disturbance. He asked for permission to

solve this shortage of raw materials which are the basic needs of the people.

14. Mr.Duraisamy, Thammareddipalayam
This public hearing meeting is being held with the people living in
Keeranur village, seeking permission for the stone quarrying. of both
Vishnukumar and Sasikumar. But if they come here from Chennimalai,
Coimbatore, the deer has fallen and they are bursting. If so, the owners should
be approached and the grievances redressed. If the deer falls in quarry, tell the

forest officials and they will erect a wire fence,

They say that the jobs are not given to the people in this area. Who ever
came to the quarry owner asking for work, no matter how many people came, he
was ready to give work. Without employees, they work with outsiders. Therefore,
whether or not to comment in this hearing is unnecessary. Both Vishnukumar
and Sasikumar have contributed a lot of gravel and M. sand for the construction
of ThammareddipalayamSchool, KeeranurSchool and even the assembly
houses. The Government officials, Environment Officers, Tahsildar and higher

officials should issue permission to Vishnukumar and Sasikumar Quarry.

15. Mr. Anjaneya, Environmental Social Activist
He said that he will give a letter of support to the quarries that are going to

be established here.

CONCLUSION

Finally, the public was informed by the District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur North, to submit their written
petitions to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, and the public hearing

meeting was thereby declared concluded.

A total of ten petitions were received from the public during the hearing
concerning the proposed quarrying of M/s.B.Vishnu Kumar Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry and M/s.P. Sasikumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry which are

enclosed herewith.
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Additionally, the list of participants (71 persons) of the aforementioned public
hearing meeting, along with a video CD recording of the proceedings, and a pendrive

containing the video, audio, and photographs, are also enclosed herewith.

District Envirofmental Engineer, Reve Divisional Officer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dharapuram Taluk,
Tiruppur North. Tiruppur District.
E‘nclosures:

1. Attendance register of those who participated in the public hearing meeting.
2. A copy of the PowerPoint presentation.

3. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.

4. Petitions received from public — 10 nos.
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