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MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE

AND GRAVEL QUARRY TMT.V.THULASIAMMAL ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY

OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.86.50 HECTARES AT S.F.NO. 34/1, PALATHURAI VILLAGE,

MADUKKARAI TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT ON 28.02.2024 AT 11.00 A.M AT M/S.

V.R.V KALYANA MANDAPAM, VELANTHAVALM ROAD, OTHAKKALMANDAPAM VIA,

NACHIPALAYAM, COIMBATORE-641032

Present:

Special District Revenue Officer, LA,

TR Airport, Coimbatore District
District Environmental Engineer,
2 RF. . Chandrasekarsn : Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.
Assistant Engineer,
8 Mg P * | Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Proprietor, Tmt.V.Thulasiammal Rough

: Thiru.K.Vazhaithotta G d ey
4 L i SRk Stone & Gravel Quarry, Coimbatore District

Thiru.M.Shaik Nawas EIA Consultant
5. , . M/s. GEO Exploration and Mining

Solutions, Salem.

6. | Public 52 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)




The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Coimbatore
South welcomed the Special District Revenue Officer Coimbatore, and all general public who are
attending the public hearing for the Proposed Quarry at S.F. No.34/1, Palathurai Village,

Madukkarai Taluk, Coimbatore District. Tmt.V.Thulasiammal Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry

It is required to obtain Environmental Clearance (EC) mandatorily from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &CC), Government of India for certain
projects including casting manufacturing after conducting Public Hearing. And as per the law the
public hearing minutes to be submitted to State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA)
and Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &CC). He added that the
public notice informing the conducting of Public Hearing was published in "Dinathanthi" and
"The New Indian Express" dated 24.01.2024 and also pointed out the EIA report and
Executive summary ére made available for public reference at respective Offices and informed
that the project consultant on behalf of project proponent would make a presentation on the

proposed project, after which the public can express their views.

The Disfrict Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public and
reply by the project consultant will be recorded through videography / Audio and the same

willbe sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu.

District Revenue Officer, Coimbatore District, has initiated the Public Hearing process
and requested the project consultant to explain about their proposed project through power
point presentation and requested the public to obtain necessary clarifications for their

doubts.

Thereafter, Thiru. M.Shaik Nawas, EIA Consultant, M/s Geo Exploration and Mining

Solutions, Salem, Tamil Nadu of the proposed project has made presentation about the
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proposed project to the public along with Environmental Management Plan.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South has invited the public to express their views and comments about the

proposed Project. The views and suggestions of the public are detailed below:

1. Senthilkumar Palathurai:

| live in cuckoo farm in Palathurai village. It is just 200 meters from my house. Houses
are affected when the explosives used and an orphanage is under construction. There are 2 — 3

houses. So if this mine comes, it will be a disturbance. There are 66 sites approved by DTCP in

Cuckoo Farm.

2. Nachimuthu Palathurai:

| live in Palathurai and | inform that the livelihood of 50-60 families will be improved if

permission is granted for this quarry.

3. Dinesh, Palathurai:

| Coming from Palathurai Village. 100 families will get employment opportunities by
giving permission for this quarry. The owner of the quarry in this area is doing activities like
construction of school building and helping to repair temple. If permission is granted for this
quarry, it is good to carry business. 50 people will get employment. | am a driver without a job
for the last one year due to lack of quarry permit. | request you to do something so that job

opportunities are available.



4. Karupannan, Dharmapuri:

Hello everyone, | am from Dharmapuri and there are 20-30 people from many places
and all are working together. If this quarry is allowed we all will work well and the quarry owner
Is managing everything without any disturbance to anyone. They protect us and other workers
without any harm. Wages are paid on time. We have been with him for the last 2 years and he
has been giving us so many benefits so that we do not want to leave him. We will be fine if you

give permission for this quarry immediately.

5. Loganathan, Palathurai:

I live in Palathurai and | can tell you that we have no problem in giving permission for

this quarry.

6. Shivasamy, Palathurai:

Sir, | am Shivaswamy, Palathurai village, my garden is near Quarry. A lot of smoke
comes out when it explodes. There are children in our homes. Earlier there are no children, now
there are 10 children in all households. Children cannot breathe due to air pollution caused by
vehicles. We may grow old and die, but children's health, lungs, and development are affected.

You have to look at the nature rather than the individual.

You have to find out the places of pollution. We have to protect our livelihood and
agriculture. We ourselves declare this. The agricultural laborers are often thrown away when the
explosion occurs. No workers come to work in our farms. They say that they do not come to
work in the farms because there is a quarry nearby. We go Quarry because we get daily work in

the quarry and this affects our agriculture and the food production of the country.



| have grown banana and due to the dust on the banana, even though the banana tars
are of good quality, this dust reduces cost i.e Rs.10 per kg. Also dust on the grass affects the
health of the animals that eat it. The movement of people is affected due to explosion in

quarries.

Near my garden the houses of my relatives are located. We can’t move freely due to
these quarries explosives. Since my grandfather's time, we used to go whenever we wanted but
now we can't go and it affects our livelihood. Government says “Get one and live richly”. If you
have many children, you will get more people to work in farm. Even if we are having two

children, they have to grow up healthy.

The owner of the quarry is not against us, they are our relatives. We are talking about all
this with the interest of the country and our interest. Agriculture would be better if quarrying was

not allowed. Thank you.

7. Muruganandam, Palathurai:

Good morning to all the officers and farmers who have come to this meeting. | live in
Palathurai village just 300 meters from the quarry. But the project consultant said that there are
no houses within 300 meters. We don't have a house in town. The house is in the garden. But to

whom do we appeal if we are told that there is no residence.

Earlier my younger brother spoke. Four brothers garden is nearer to the quarry. All
households have 2 - 4 children. How can they breathe? | welcome you to come and do the field
study. There is dust everywhere. | have taken a photograph of falling of stone on top of the
house during the explosion. In the same way, Prakash's garden house was also affected. We

have photographed it.
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As my brother pointed out, we could not move freely, and they stopped us with a flag at
the time of using explosives. You have to compare the livelihoods of others. The current
situation of agriculture is very bad. No matter, what kind of farming we do, we incur losses. This

quarry proponent is our relative. They depend more on mining than agriculture.

If that is the case, consider agriculture. People do not come to work in our farms. Even
though they came to work, they returned back once explosive occurred. The Tamil Nadu

government give 100 days of work for workers and the entire workforce has been decreased.

Groundwater will affected due to blasting. | request you carry a field study. If we have
other business than agriculture, we will leave this. We are in such a situation. So | am clearly
saying that you should not give permission for any reason. Allowing quarrying will affect our

livelihood. Think about the situation of agriculture if every farmer goes like this.

I request all officials, government employees, all parties and friends to give priority to
agriculture. But it is not so. You said you will give a job. But who will come to our farm and who

will do agriculture, if agriculture continues like this. Think from a neutral point of view sir.

We make our sincere request to the District Revenue Officer and the District
Environment Engineer. We are against the granting permission to this quarry. It is our humble
opinion that permission should not be given for any reason. Farmers are dying daily without

living properly.

Is there is a price for any agricultural product? | request you to carry field visit to know the
effects of agriculture. Again our humble request is that you should not give permission for any

reason. Thank you.



8. Prakash Palathurai:

Good morning sir, | belong to Palathurai village. Our land is on northern side of this
quarry is S.No. 35-49-1A We have planted coconut and banana trees around the house and the
well. It was previously run by a company called 21st Century. Stones have been fallen on our
house and leads to great loss. Our children and adults can not stay in our house. Who do | need
permission from others to stay in my house & use my Iand? | am doing agriculture, | do not

know any other occupation except agriculture. No one listens to my problems in agriculture.

| have made petitions to the District Collector several times but no action was taken and
later the license of the quarry was cancelled. After some time, they ask permission again. Sir, if
we grant permission to anyone else, it will be a hindrance to us (farmers). The impact is on the

people around the quarry.

| believe only in agriculture. We do not earn money from quarry of soil or stone. We are
doing agricultural business. We cannot do farming from this place if we are harmed. We are

surviving on livestock like goats and cows. We are in trouble.

If such a problem arises again & again then how can we do farming business. We

strongly object that permission should not be given to this quarry again.

9. Munusamy, Palathurai:

Hello Sir | live in Palathurai. Recently, a Cuckoo farm site has been started at a distance
of 200 m from the quarry. | have bought a site, (out of 66) which was approved by DTCP. | am
building a old age home in it. The building is nearing completion. Muniappan sir said that there
is only Crusher but, there is a big building, 200 meters away. We are going to accommodate the

elderly there. They cannot stay if there is an explosion. Coconut and banana trees are cultivated
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around this quarry. Everything will be destroyed. | register my objection. Hence take decision

positively. Thanks

10. Dr. Solomon Vikram, Palathurai:

Hello everyone here, | am Dr. Solomon Vikram and | live at Cuckoo Farm site. First the

project consultant has given excellent presentation. May | know your name Sheik Nawas sir.

What is your position? | really liked the project details you provided. But one thing may |
know how you carried survey? Have you looked through satellite or Google data or inspected in

person?

Project Consultant - We have prepared this details after visiting the place in person and

conducting a field survey. All this is done after getting permission from the mining Department

and after getting terms of reference from SEIAA. Then, this public consultation meeting is held.

Doctor — Some people said that they will get the job. Quarry is the not only source of

employment. In many places, jobs are available | will provide details if you need.

Therefore, permission for this quarry should not be given based on employment alone.
Rules are good, but not sure how to follow it all. Blasting in a quarry causes noise pollution.

Vehicles carrying goods are not covered. | have seen it with my own eyes.

Another thing is that the road has been built in our area now? It is beautiful. There are
two types of speed breaker on that road namely standard speed limit and non standard speed
limit. In non-standard speed breaker, two-wheelers are thrown over a speed bump and falls
down. In standard speed breaker the two-wheeler slows down and stops while crossing the

speed bump. But there is no speed limit on the newly constructed roads here. | am not saying



that whether quarry is located in this area are good or bad? Speed breakers are not provided as

standard one.

| can give some examples, Muruganathan sir told us how nearer to the said Quarry.
Munuswamy said that permission has been obtained to run an old age home and the building is
being constructed here and now it is nearing completion. People like that are going to come
there. There should not be any noise and air pollution near old age homes. Everyone knows
why they come to old age homes. If something like this happens in that place, they know how

they will be affected.

Not only old age home but also many old people are in this area. All of you know the
problem that can come from this quarry, even if you don't know, you should know. There is very

little chance of old people in this place. There are many such effects.

Next, groundwater will be affected. Most of the people here are farmers. They are facing
that effect. Another thing is about wild animals. Poor people are living. There is no chance of
wild animals coming. How many wild animals do you see here? Any chance of wild boar,
peacock, deer? Any chance of a rabbit? Fox, wild cat are all wild animals. It's all here. But you

said no. People also denied.

Many birds have left Coimbatore and South India. But for birds, this place 1s a very
beautiful place. If affected, birds move out of this geographical locations. There are so many

effects due to this quarry.

Sir, all these things have been taken up by project consultant Study should be carried

along with the people. After preparing a report, it would be good if a 2nd opinion meeting is held.



District Environmental Engineer - We will record and forward your comments.

Doctor - | am going to send a petition to the District collector based on their research report. The

permission for this quarry should be withheld until the next report on the project.

District Environmental Engineer - We will sent a public hearing report of video & hard copy to

SEIAA. They have to decide. In the above report, all details are covered. Reports can be

downloaded from the TNPCB website.

11. Muruganandam Palathurai:

This meeting was conducted orally. At the same time, all farmers have brought a
petition. These petitions should be received and acknowledged. We have brought two copies.

Acknowledgment shall be given to us.

District Environmental Engineer - Give the petition and that will be send and attached it on
the website. Your petition will be recorded. You don't need to be afraid, we will give

acknowledgement.

Muruganathan - Even if you are transferred to another job tomorrow, we will have something to
show to the coming officers. They said that there are no residential areas within 300 meters, but

we are giving proof for our residences.

District Environmental Engineer - Give the petition we have no problem. We will sent it.

12. llango, Palathurai:

I live in Cuckoo Farm, Palathurai. The person who explained the project at the beginning
of the meeting said that there are no houses within a 300 meter radius. There are total 66 sites

which has DTCP approval vide 207-2017. 4 houses have also been constructed. We can’t bear
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the effects of explosion even at a distance of 2 km. Dust pollution is also increasing. We have

installed bore well and open well.

They said that they will quarry to a depth of 46 meters. So it is almost 140 feet. Here
water table is at 40 feet. If that is the case, whether the water goes to 140 feet or 40 feet, all the
water here will go there. When the water bodies dry up, agriculture cannot be done and there
will not be any habitation. There are 60 DTCP approved sites. It has 4 houses. Currently we are
building a house by taking a loan. Where do we go in this situation? We are all poor. The
answer to this is that we are not against any kind of business, everyone needs a business, we
are not against anyone. Please don't create such a situation that affects us. Where do we

complain.

District Environmental Engineer — Please give your opinion and complaint and same will be

taken up. Speak patiently.

llango- | am saying patiently. One tar plant, has been installed for one-year contract, they took
away often one year. In that one year, the residences of the area, both children and adults, were
afflicted. All the children have moved outside. Many have asthma and have gone outside. We
suffered a lot during that one year period. We appealed several times to the owner of its tar

plant. We couldn't do anything and we felt tears.

Why is it that we are buying land and building a house with all the money we have, what
can we do. After one year they removed tar mixing plant. Fortunately, we were relieved from
that. Meanwhile, this consultation meeting is going on. If so, what can we do? There is no
intention to oppose them. | don't know, who they are. We have bought land and built a house so
that we can live in a DTCP sanctioned site. If this kind of situation occurs, the walls of the house

will crack and whatever pollution will come out. | don't know how to register this opinion, they
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are holding a meeting to ask for opinion, how can this be done. Please register my comment.

Thank you and good bye

District Environmental Engineer - All your comments are definitely recorded. This video is

recorded.

llango- We understand that there is unemployment. We are not government employees. We
also normally do workshop business (mechanic). Our family is a poor family. We do agricultural
business. All types of industries should grow and no one is an enemy. We have no opposition to
the owner of this quarry. Please understand that we are not against workers. Everyone like
drivers, cattle owners can be survived. Please understand that | am not against anyone. All
people should live in good atmosphere. First of all, | would like to put it on record that they all

creatives should live in good conditions. Thanks.

District Environmental Engineer — Petitioners can submit me petitions

13. Shanmugasundaram Palathurai:

| live in Nachimuthugaunder garden Palathurai. Already my brother and sister talked. |
am also in the association. The person who spoke at the beginning reveals any false
information. There is nothing within 300 meters radius and he has told everything withoutl
coming to the field itself. All are existing around the Quarry. Already, the senthill crusher is
functioning. In case of explosion, you will not be able to breathe for 15-20 minutes. In our
garden and the neighboring garden in Thirumalayampalayam Village dust will be deposited

when explosion carried out.

They said that they will plant 1500 trees, they said that they will pour water on the quarry
and blow it up. Take me and show me. It doesn't matter if all are carried out in field. On

Palathurai — Thirumaliyampalayam road, near the double tamarind tree, they have stopped me
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by shown the flag when they have used explosions at several times. It is not known who gave
permission for this quarry. They say wait for 10 minutes bro they are going to blow it up. They
say the stone will fall if you ask why you are blasting it. | don't know who gave permission for

this.

Nature gives wealth. How we live with children? you have to come and conduct a field
survey. None of things what he said in the beginning was true. Ask them to come in person, and
show the where he is plantation of 1500 trees. Where water is sprayed during explosions. He

must come and show. Come and show if water is poured all over the roads.

If one person destroys nature and 1000 people live in it, we will not allow it. Many people
said that 50-100 families are living, by destroying of life of 1000 people. We do not need that
business. Already there are two quarries in our garden. We are doing agricultural business only,
with great difficulties. If you give permission for this quarry we do not live. We will go out, if

proper compensation shall be given. We have no answer other than this thank you sir.

14. Manjula,Palathurai:

| am the daughter of Tulsiammal. This quarry was originally named as 21st Century.
Now we are just buying and running. We are doing all the process work in this quarry according
to the norms. Everything has been done in a proper and safe manner, like putting green belt
and wire fencing. We have carried out all works what to the best of our knowledge. If permission
is given to this quarry, we will do things according to the rules. We will give explosions as per
the regulations and informing to the surrounding people. We will conduct it safely and without

harm to anyone. Thank you.
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15. Shanmuga Sundaram Palathurai:

If we build a wire fence, will there be no stone falling, no flood, and no harm to the

general public.

District Environmental Engineer - Say your grievances, only.

Shanmugasundaram — Madam said that we are protecting it by erecting a wire fencing.

District Environmental Engineer - Give us your feedback. Do not talk about your expectations.

Put your views only. We will record it.

llango - Madam says that they are doing it in a safe way. If blasting done kilometers away, the
buildings are shaking due to the explosion.If it is done within 200m distance, the buildings are
affected even though it is carried that with norms. As | have already said, | built a house in loan.
When stone is blasted the tremors will definitely felt, and the tremors will spread over kilometers
and cause our building to crack. Pollution will occur. So we appeal to you only. We are not
raising objections directly to the quarry owners sir. So | humbly request that please do not grant

permission.

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South requested Mrs.D,Pricilla, AE to deliver vote of thanks. She thanked Public,
Environmentalists, NGOs and District Administration for convening the meeting peacefully. DEE
also informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and queries of the public and reply
by the project consultant are recorded through videography / Audio and the same will be sent to

the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai.
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Number of Petitions received: 8

}
B
District Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Coimbatore South

-
Special District Rev fﬁ%g:,
LA, Airport
Coimbatore District
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