Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the M/s.P.Thiruganasambatham
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 92/3F, 92/3G, 92/312, 92/313, 92/3J,
92/3K1, 92/3K2, 92/3K3, 92/3K4, 92/3L., 92/3M, 92/3N, 92/301, 92/302, 92/3P,
92/3Q, 92/3R, 92/3S, 92/3T, 92/3U1, 92/3U2, 92/3U3 & 92/3V_ of

Ponnamangalam Village, Thirumangalam Taluk Madurai District held on

24/08/2023 at 11.00AM at M/s.Pa. Deiva Thevar — Pavunthaiammal

Thirumana Mahal, Vagaikulam Road, Mela Urappanur, Thirumangalam

Taluk, Madurai District

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

I M. Shanthi . Revenue Divisional Officer,
Thirumangalam,

Madurai District.

2 Dr.R.Gunasekaran :  District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai District,

3 G.Usha Rani :  Assistant Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District.



4 S. Jesus Sivasankar + Assistant Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District,

5 Project Proponent and public . As per Attendance Register

(Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer cordially welcomed the Revenue
Divisional Officer, Thirumangalam, under who Preside over the public hearing to

be conducted.

He also welcomed the Thasildar, Revenue officials, Police officials,
Press people, social workers, proprietor of M/s.P. Thiruganasambatham Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry, Project consultant, workers and public who have

participated in the public hearing meeting.

He explained that the press release for this public hearing was issued in

both Thinathanathi and the New Indian Express on 15.07.2023.

An announcement was made on 23/08/2023 by auto ricksaw to the
nearby villages. Also bit notice was distributed. Wall posters stuck an important

places. Placed the banners.

As per EIA Notification, 14.06.2006, as amended on 2009, Public
Hearing has to be conducted before issuing Environmental Clearance, It has been

proposed to establish a stone quarry M/s. P.Thiruganasambatham Rough Stone and



Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 92/3F, 92/3G, 92/312, 92/313, 92/3], 92/3K1, 92/3K2,
92/3K3, 92/3K4, 92/3L, 92/3M, 92/3N, 92/301, 92/302, 92/3P, 92/3Q, 92/3R,
92/3S, 92/3T, 92/3U1, 92/3U2, 92/3U3 & 92/3V of Ponnamangalam Village,
Thirumangalam Taluk, Madurai District. In this regard public hearing meeting is

being conducted today to get the public opinion on this proposed activity.

After the project consultant explains about the proposed project, the
public can share their views about the project. The same will be recorded and with
the approval of Revenue Divisional Officer, it will be sent to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Chennai.

The public were requested to tell their name and village name before
sharing their views pertaining only to the project. Public can share their views both

verbally and in written format.

He welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer, Thirumangalam to preside over

the meeting.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thirumangalam

She greeted everyone and requested the public to tell their opinion about

the proposed project.

Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant of M/s. P.Thiruganasambatham, Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry briefly explained the salient aspects of the proposed

project.



District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai
He stated that the public may share their views in brief on the project.

1.Thiru. Nethaji, Usilampatti, Tamizhaga Vivasaya Pathukappu Sangam,

State Seecretary, Madurai.

He stated that water table has gone down 800 feet. We used to drink
surface water, but now we drink salt water or tanker lorry water. Our place has
become water scarcity area because of stone quarry activities. Even at 800 feet,

we’re not able to take ground water. Today we’re dependent on Mineral water.

Public Hearing meeting is occurring today for M/s. Thirugnanasambantham
Quarry, 2 Acres of SF No. 92 Ponnamangalam village, Thirumangalam, Madurai

and I’m stating the violations of this quarry.

As per Minor Mineral Rules 1959, part 36 (1), approved habitations,
Government buildings, temples etc should not be present at 300 m distance of

stone quarry.

In southeast direction at a distance of 100m from the quarry there is an
approved house. This is visible in FMB sketch. Since this is in violation of the

Minor Mineral Rules 1959, part 36 (1), the stone quarry should be prohibited.

A pathway is running in North-South direction through the stone quarry site.
This can be seen in FMB sketch. If there is pathway 10m has to be left in either
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side for stone quarry. But this pathway has been hidden in EIA report. Also, VAO

or no other official has mentioned this pathway in their report.

As per Minor Mineral Rules 1959, part 36 (1), quarry has to be situated at a

distance of 50m from water channels.

Water bodies can be seen in FMB sketch. It’s being used for all sorts of
purposes, including as drinking water source. As per Minor Mineral Rules 1959,
part 36 (1), drinking water sources, tanks, catchment areas aqueduct etc should not

be within 500m from stone quarry. Hence it should be prohibited.

Public Hearing meeting is occurring today (24.08.2023) for
Thirugnanasambantham Quarry, SF No. 92/2, Ponnamangalam village,
Thirumangalam, Madurai and 40 documents have not been uploaded in TNPCB

website.

In 2012 earthquake occurred at Sellur area in Madurai. Even today

information says that 6 places will be affected because of earthquake.

Stone quarries should be operated only as per Government norms. Minerals
should be mined only as per scientifically approved means that doesn't affect
nature. Stone quarries should be operated only like that. Trees haven't been planted

in no stone quarries.

Stone quarries should be operated only between 7am and Spm. As per safety
code for Blasting, 1986, blasting should be carried out only between 1 pm and 2
pm. This is not followed anywhere. Nanal explosives should be used and it should
follow Government norms. That is not being followed anywhere. If the nanal

explosive suppliers are questioned about the quantity of explosives and whom they



give it to, the truth will come to light. No quarries in this area use explosives

properly as per law.

In Erode District, it has been ordered that nanal explosive procurement
receipt has to be submitted to TNPCB. This has to happen in Madurai also. It’s
mentioned in the report that vibrations caused due to blasting will be studied using
scientific instruments. But in reality that doesn’t happen. Due to the already
existing quarries in this area, cracks in houses and other issues have been caused

because of blasting.

Boundary stones and fencing around the unit is only in rules and not in
practice. Since no fencing was provided, in previous April 2023 in Kujiliamparai,
Dindigul district a college student died and five women died in Thindivanam,
Vilupuram District. Last month in Erode District, children drowned in stone

quarries. Government officials should ensure that rules are being followed.

Quarries state that they care about workers. But till date in no quarries
schemes like ESI/PF/Insurance have been made available for employees. This is

clear if we visit labour welfare department.

In the accidents that happened in violating quarry in Adainithippan pond,
Thirunelveli district, only Tamil Nadu Government gave compensation of Rs. 25

lakhs. As per rules no other compensation reached the victims.

It is mentioned that Air was surveyed for three months. However details
about houses from which electricity was obtained has not been given. This needs to

be given in the future.



This is because, due to electricity consumption while conducting survey, the
electricity tariff would have risen in those houses during those months. By this we
can conclude if survey has really occurred. The agencies that submit EIA report do
not conduct these surveys but give fake lab results and I would like to add that

various complaints regarding these are pending.

Rs. 2 lakh is being spent to advertise throughout Tamil Nadu about public
hearing in English newspapers. However in future this can be done for Rs. 2000 by

sticking posters in villages in 10km radius.

For the public hearing that occurred on 28.02.2023 in Parapalaru sand
quarry, Ottanchatram, Dindigul district, and also few months ago in Rajesh stone
quarry, Melur, Madurai district, notices were posted in all villages in 10km radius.
No it is not like that. In future that has to happen in this district. In Namakkal
District, when Thiru. Sahayam IAS was the collector, notices were properly stuck
for public hearing meetings. In future this should happen for public hearing

meeting happening in this district.

In current social and economic condition, education and job are only there.
Research should be done to study the type of diseases being created in the 10km
radius of the stone quarry. Only then will we know the type of diseases being

created because of operating quarries for 5 years.

The lab report for the analysis of Air, Water, Soil and Noise have not been
submitted properly. In the affidavit submitted by the proponent it is mentioned that
if false information is submitted, permission should not be granted and even if it is
granted, the activity should be cleared at the proprietor’s own cost. On that basis

permission should not be given to this quarry.



We're not against the operation of stone quarries. We're against the
quarries that violate rules. Those who run quarries today have already run quarries.

If one of them says they run quatries as per rules we will welcome them.

2. Thiru. Karamani, Usilampatti

He stated that A lot of women have come here. They have come here
without knowing what for. Your land is being seized. Nallamalapatti Vellaithevar
farm is near stone quarry. That farm is barren without agriculture. No official is
stating how deep they are going to mine. If it is above 20 feet deep and children go
to swim there they will drown. For what have you come to share your opinion? If
they give you 100 or 200 rupees you will come. Instead of cultivating brinjal and
ladies finger in your land, big land owners are earning money. If they give money
you come. They buy your land for 2000 rupees. They establish stone quarry there
and carry out blasting. Because of this stone falls on cyclists on road and they die.
We’re not able to drink good water. Like this farmers are affected in many ways.
In 10 years you won’t be able to eat rice. You will have to stand in queue in ration
shop to get 3 tablets which you will have to eat for 3 times. This Government
won’t allow to do agriculture. This Government only supports land owners.
Definitely you will eat tablets only. Life expectancy is 60 years, but you will die in

20 years.

This Government is executing a plan a day to run M sand units. They sell to
rich people. Those rich men build multistorey buildings and rent out one room for
Rs. 20,000. You have come to share your views for Rs. 200. You haven’t come

here to do good. Why have you come here?



40 type of documents have not been uploaded in Mines Department. A
quatty is in operation nearby. 10 acres land has gone barren. This is because of the
dust created during blasting, which destroys flower plants. You didn’t allow
agriculture. Ponnamangalam is a good village. What will they do after obtaining
our 10 acre land and using its mineral resources? They will give you Rs. 35. But
they will earn 35 crores. You have come to say your views for this. These many
people have signed and it means you permit them to operate quarry. What
agriculture are you going to do. Are you going for job anywhere else? Not to any
offices. You will get paid well if you go to work in brinjal farm. You can eat well.
If agriculture is destroyed like this, definitely at one point you will have to eat
tablets. You should definitely not give permission to this quarry. If you give
permission you can’t have your farms. They take electricity using solar power and
wind power. What can you do? Rich people have money. You have come to share
your views only to give up the property enjoyed by our ancestors for the past 100

years. You are not sharing views on your own.

Are there 40 type of documents? Is it uploaded in your computer as per
mining rules? Have you showed it to people? No. Submit 40 documents and then
continue the meeting. Even a woman who has studied upto 5th standard will find
mistake in document. Can you ply 60 T lorries in these village roads? Roads are
full of potholes. Bikers are even not able to go. If a woman has fallen ill the road
won’t be useful. If government officials are of that kind of thoughts, we assure that
we will conduct huge protest with this same people and close the stone quarry.
Please don’t let the quarry operate. Upload 40 documents and let people know why
this meeting is held, then you can conduct this public hearing meeting. That’s best.

After that if these people give permission for the quarry, then you can operate the

quarry.



3. Tmt. Chandra, Alampatti

She stated that, I’ve studied B.Com. I'm the daughter of stone quarry
workers. I'm 40 years old. I have two children. My parents educated us & brought
us up by doing this job. They broke stones in this same Thidiyanmalai. They said
now there are lot of facilities. Our hut was near to the rock. We grew up in this hut.
They blasted explosives those days. There weren’t scientific practices then. We
grew up there. They educated us till their death only from this job I’'m talking only

for that.

Yesterday I spoke in Alampatti stone Quarry Public Hearing meeting. No
one gave me money. No one brought me. My family and whole society works in
that quarry. They don’t know any job except quarry work. My mother educated me
only by working in quarries. What else will those who know this job do? They
don’t know any other job. I’'m educated, but I’'m not able to go to office job. Who

gives Government job?

Now he said to stop quarry work. Okay we shall stop. Who will build roads?
Government lays Government roads. They are laying 4 way road in Alampatti with
sand. It becomes pressed down after rain. This is loss only to Government. Sand
roads get pressed down by heavy vehicles after 2 heavy rains. Again they lay road.

Every job is important.

If quarrying is stopped, stop agriculture also. Agriculture is also chemicals.

Allow me to share my views. There is no agriculture in my water scarce village.
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Quarrying is the main job. There’s a mill nearby. After stopping quarry a whole

village starved. Educated people can work in mills.

I’m educated. I've gone to mill work and farm work. They have foreign
machines. Even [ who am educated doesn’t know anything. How can uneducated
people go to mill work? How will they live? I'm no one’s enemy. There’s a
meeting like this. Only Government should answer them. If like brother tells
quarry is stopped, how will these people live? If it is as per rules and doesn’t affect

agricultural land, give permission. Otherwise don’t give permission.

This grandma said there is no problem because of this quarry. I have not
come to create problems. This is not political event. I'm speaking reality. A village
is dependent on this. Road is the problem in our village. Please lay road for us.
Agriculture is not in our village. Please lay Rayapalayam road. There is no
problem because of quarry. My villagers want this. People with children are
suffering. I’m not able to stand a single family suffering. I'm also a social worker.

I haven’t come for any problems.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

She said that if you want only rood. Ok we will provide.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai
He said that those who are speak with their rights. Avoid to fight.

4, Kalaiselvan




T can understand sister’s grief. They say they don’t know other job. They
have to take that up with Government and get other employment. They say they
will lay road. Won’t state Government lay road? We should request Government

for road. We shouldn’t depend on them for roads.

Sister said there is no employment opportunity here. This quarry is running
well. One person asked, if you ban quarries, ban wells also. But we use less
explosives only for digging well. But here heavy explosives will be blasted at high
depth. Government gives permission. 99% quarries are not operated properly. You

can easily say that it doesn’t affect your village and that you studied because of it.

Our job has been making illegal liquor. But can we do it now? These days
we can easily change jobs. Just because of this we must not cause huge problem.
Water quality will change. On the way there is only barren land. What can we do
without water? Village identification will change. We shouldn’t be the accomplice
for someone else profiting. Upload 40 documents as per law and if it is as per law

you can give permission.

5. Selvaraj, Kampur, Melur

He stated that, My name is Selvaraj. My parents worked in stone quarries.
They educated me. I also have worked in stone quarties. I have broken stones and
carried loads. After completion of my degree I was in government job. Before that
[ worked in a private firm. I got Government job in cooperation society in Chennai.
But from childhood my dream was to work for villages. I couldn’t travel to and fro
from Chennai. 1 quit my job in 2017 and participated in Jallikattu protest, which
gave me awareness to work for our villages. We're working for people. For this we

got an award from Ananda Vigadan in 2022. I've got many awards like this.




Our aim is not to prevent stone quarries. Not to prevent employment of
people and make them starve. People should live well. Should quarry be allowed or
not? We’re not conducting survey for this. Officials already know. If 100 people
support quarry and 20 people are against, it doesn’t mean permission will be given.
Similarly, if 100 people are against and 20 people support quarry, it doesn’t mean

permission won’t be given.

However Environment department will only see rules. Even if we starve
here, if there is violation Government won’t consider. Can this quarry be permitted
as per Government rules or not? That’s what Government will see. If there is
unemployment you have to seek redressal from Government. Our Government
gives free education for those below poverty line, and especially for those below

the age of 14. Thus for education there are a lot of schemes.

Especially, there is an importance for education to girls. There is 20% quota
for girls. It’s enough they want to study. Instead they need not think that only
through this quarry they have to study. I studied through lot of hardships. I cant say
that is because of stone quarries. It’s because of Government subsidies. It’s
because of the struggle of many great leaders that we have the awareness to study.
There is a separate website for the budget of panchayats. We’re monitoring it
regularly. Totally there are 12,524 panchayats. All schemes and cost of those

schemes can be viewed. See such details for past 10 years.

It’s not that Government hasn’t allocated fund. For each panchayat
approximately 5 crore comes for every 5 years. It may vary depending on
population. We can see how much fund state Government gives. Central
Government has to give 100 day employment through MGNREGA scheme. How

many knows it? It’s not choice. Mandatorily 100 day job has to be given.



If job is not given you can question the Government. You can also file case.
Government is spending a lot in many schemes, but officials are not executing
properly. People don’t have awareness. Like how income is important for our
house, it’s important for village also. How many of us know about Grama Saba or

have talked in it?

Grama saba is as important as Legislative Assembly. Only if Grama Saba
meetings are conducted properly, villages will improve, as Gandhiji said, and as in

1983 Gram Panchayat Raj rule.

For the past five years gram saba meetings have been conducted in my
village and I have helped organize it. We have made people participate and talk

about employment needs, and it has made our panchayat famous in India.

Youngsters in villages should participate in these meetings. Sister said she is
social worker, if she participates in these, we would welcome it. We’re not against
quarry. But it shouldn’t affect people. It shouldn’t convert Earth into desert. If not

for Sahayam IAS, the whole Melur area would have been destroyed.

Our village has been classified as most water scarce area in India as per one
survey report. Can a village survive without water? Food and water are most
important. Everything else are only after that. We social workers are working hard

only because these 2 shouldn’t be affected.

The violations in this quarry have already been mentioned. Thiru Netaji said
there is approved habitation within 300 m. This is against rules and officals should
check. As per FMB it is mentioned and also kalkulam water body and a pathway.
Pathway, even if it is private property, is owned by Government. If violation is

there, permission shouldn’t be given.




In no quarry there is green belt. Green belt is provided to mitigate problems
caused due to quarry. That is why Government mandates it. Yet it is found
nowhere in Tamil Nadu, including here. Habitations with electricity connection is

mentioned in documents.

This place also has been classified as second most earthquake prone area.
We have pitied about earthquakes while watching TVs. If quarry is continuously
operated, other countries will pity when earthquake happens to us. Just 4 photos
are attached stating posters have been stuck. You are spending lot for Tamil and
English newspaper. Why can’t you spend for just 100 posters. Only then people

will know. Hence advertise more.

As brothers said, we want 40 documents. But why don’t you upload? If
everything is right, what’s the problem in uploading? That’s why we are opposing.
Should we risk affecting future generation? Air, Water and Soil should be surveyed

to find if any issues. That report is not there.

You give 5 Lakhs as CSR fund. But government spends crores to correct
roads that are damaged because of heavy vehicles from quarries. For laying roads
Central and State Government spends many lakhs. What can be done with 5 lakh

CSR fund.

In TNPCB and You published by TNPCB, it is mentioned that permission
shouldn’t be given if facts are hidden or misleading and if permission is given it
should be removed in proponent’s own cost. Since wrong information has been
given this proponent should be taken responsible for 4 quarries. Then only they

won’t give wrong information.



In EIA report of this Thirugnanasambantham stone quarry there are many
misleading information. Only from what is uploaded in TNPCB website we are
saying all this. If we visit the quarry we will say even more. Only from uploaded

documents we have found these faults. Hence permission shouldn’t be given to this

quarry.

40 types of documents

I. | Al advertisement regarding whether there is any objection from the public

for the establishment of stone quarry

2. | Public opinion about the Al advertisement

3. | Opinion given by the Public about the Al advertisement and the village

Administrative Officer’s report.

4. | Public opinion about A1 advertisement and the Revenue Inspector’s Report

5. | Tahsildar’s inspection of the proposed quarry site- Field Inspection

6. | Revenue Divisional Officer’s inspection of proposed quarry site - Field |

Inspection

7. | Other department officers-including AD (Mines) — Inspection of proposed
quarry site- Field Inspection

8. | Details of Industries situated within a radius of 10km from the site of quarry
for environmental assessment (should be attached by getting details from

pollution control Board)

9. | List of stone quarries in the District was not furnished (To know about the

impact of existing quarries)

10. | Mining plan and Collector’s proceedings for existing and abandoned stone

quarries within a radius of 500meters.




11.

Terms of Reference (ToR) & Environmental Clearance (EC) given by State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) to existing and

abandoned quarries within a radius of 500 meters

12. | Ground water report. Detailed report on wells which will be affected within a
radius of 1 km

13. | Work permit letter for existence of a quarry in the past

14. | Letter from forest officer.

I5. | Letters from Archeology & HR & CE Departments.

16. | Public works Department letter

I7. | Letter from organizations monitoring ground water level

18. | Letter from Electricity Board

19. | Letter from Regional Controller of mines.

20. | Lab reports of Air, Noise, Soil & Water Samples for a period of three
months.

21. | Tamilnadu Water supply and Drainage Board (TWAD) letter

22. | Letter from Block Development Officer regarding non existence of house
sites and approved houses.

23. | Letter from DTCP regarding non existence of approved houses.

24. | Letter from Income Tax Department to the proponent of quarry.

25. | Letter from Highways Department & Panchayat Union Engineer regarding
the classification road and the capacity of the vehicles using the roads
adjacent to the quarry site.

26. | Agreement details with company for recycling the toxic waste generated by
vehicles plying from the stone quarry

27.

Copy of proceedings of abandoned quarries within a radius of 500m.
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28. | Documents provided by other departments with regard to the abandoned
quarries within a radius of 500m

29. | Certificate of final mine closure plan for the abandoned granite quarries |
within a range of 500m

30. | Certified mining plan from AD mines,

31. | ToR letter issued by Member Secretary of SEIAA to the stone quarry

32. | Compliance of conditions with respect to ToR letter issued by Member
Secretary of SEIAA to the stone quarry

33. | Certified report of VAO stating non existence of houses/building and
approved plots within a distance of 300m, lake, low/high transmission
electric lines, crematoriums roads, Railway tracks and Petroleum Pipelines
within a distance of 50m, Crematorium, roads, railway tracks and petroleum
pipelines, pathways and village roads within a 10m distance, Archaeological
or heritage monuments within a distance of 500m, Protected reserve forests
within a radius of 1km, water pumping stations and edge wells, drinking
water schemes, bridges executed by local bodies or TWAD within a distance
of 500m distance from the proposed site of quarry

34. | Field map and registered records of quarrying site and Adangal details
obtained from VAO

35. | Certificate of project consultant

36. | Agreement letter with company who are supplying explosives.

37. | Letter of AD (Mines) regarding quarries within a radius of 500m

38. | Proceedings of the District Collector regarding establishment of quarry

39. | Quarry proponents affidavit/ undertaking.

40. | Photos showing the site of quarry




Since we complained about such documents not being uploaded in TNPCB
website, Tiuppur District Collector cancelled public hearing meeting conducted by
Tiruppur South TNPCB for Madathukulam, Maiyavadi Stone quarry. Even for this

quarry we complained on Monday, but we don’t know what action is taken.

We are not saying this only here. We complaint about not uploaded 40
documents to Collector. Last year TNPCB, Coimbatore South conducted public
hearing meeting for Kachampalayma, Arasampalayam quarries namely
Manikandan and Paramasivan quarries with 1100 page report that had been
uploaded online. Why can’t the same be followed here? If we don’t speak about

this no one else will.

Since no action was taken after complaining to Collector about not
uploading 40 documents, protest was carried out on 16.06.2023. We’re not saying
stone quarries shouldn’t be prohibited everywhere. It can be allowed in some
places as per people’s wants. Since 99% violation takes place, we leave our jobs
and come to share our views for people. You take our views into consideration and

do not give permission to Thirugnanasambantham Quarry.

6. Thiru. Kannan, Vadipatti

He stated that I have been working for the past 15 years in this stone
quarry. | educated my children due to this quarry work. I have 3 sons. One son
studied Engineering. Another son studied BCA and another son is a AC Mechanic.
If an engineer graduate goes to work, they give Rs. 10000 salary. No job
opportunity more than Rs. 10000/-. He is working in this crusher. If they stopped
all works what job will we do. Stone quarries are the important work to these 15

villages. During rain for past 2,3 years, people from 10 villages are worked this



stone quarry and crusher. No stones and sand if they stopped this work. If they
stopped this quarry, we will suffer to build a house. Hence give permission to run

this project.

7. Thiru. Vivek, Makkal Paathai Amaippu, Organizer.

He stated that, as brother from stated, a lot of quarries in Melur were
regulated and mountain resources were protected by Thiru Sahayam IAS. The
forum started by him is “Makkal Pathai” and I am its organizer. You talked about
your livelihood. I didn’t want to speak. But no choice. I have to speak in this

meeting.

Brother said only by earning from quarry children were educated. I’'m happy
for it. You keep saying only one thing. All we’re saying is quarry has to carried

out as per law.

We dont want to close quarries. This is not about livelihood. Brother said
about 40 documents. If you tell us we are willing to explain to you. Only after
submitting documents and obtaining permission activity should be done. There is a

quarry near my village and I am also facing issues.

I’'m a graduate. My father is an advocate and has come to Usilampatti for
many cases. We are talking about what is against humanity. Emotionally carried
away you said agriculture should be stopped. You have to take it back. There are
officials here. How can you bring innocent people to support your activity. If you

give people awareness and then get their approval we will welcome it.
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You shouldnt exploit people with no awareness. We have to think about it.
With this money can you buy water? You may convert salt water to drinking water,

but can you create water from oxygen? Or create a mountain of even 1 cm?

We don’t know if will live up to this grandma’s age. Water and Air have

been polluted and to stop it only we are fighting.

Can you create a cart load of soil? We don’t know if will live up to this
grandma’s age. Water and Air have been polluted and to stop it only we are

fighting.

Without giving people proper awareness, how is getting just their
approval fair, only officials have to tell. Each of us is giving our views. People say
they don’t have awareness. How can asking views from people without awareness

be right?

[ only came to listen. But I couldn’t simply sit. This agriculture and
natural resources are priceless. You can earn crores. You can study BCA or MCA
or become a doctor or an engineer. But you won’t get food or water. You won’t get
land for agriculture. We are not enemies of quarries. We’re just asking to regulate
quarries as per rules. Even if you have issues regarding it, you have to do it

correctly.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai

He stated that those who wish to speak next shall speak briefly. If else

we can conclude the meeting.

8. Thiru. Andichamy, Veerampatti
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He stated that I have been working in this stone quarry. I broke this
stone and educate my children till now. They give education to the illiterate people
due to this stone quarry. They gave insurance. They will provide food for two
times. We educated our children upto M.A due this job. Hence give permission to

this quarry.

9. Thiru. Prabhakaran, Manamadurai.

He stated that I studied upto 12" I have been working this quarry for past
10 years. I take care of my parents. Agricutural land will not be affected. Stone
quarry will be setup due to rocks in this land. There is no relationship between this

quarry and agriculture. No damage is there. Hence give permission to this quarry/

10. Thiru. Anantha Ganesan, Checkkanurani

He stated that there are 150 families were achieved livelihood because of

this quarry. Hence, the Government has give permission to this quarry.

11. Thiru. Vellaichamy, Keelakottai

He stated that I have been staying and qorking in this quarry for past 4
years. My parents are not feeling well. I studied upto 12" standard. I take care of

my parents with this quarry. I educate my brother. Hence take this quarry.

12. Thiru. Duraipandi, Mavyakkurumbanpatti

He stated that I have been working in this quarry for past 15 years. There is

no job without this work. Hence give permission again.

13. Thiru. S. Ponnaiah, J Alangulam
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He stated that | have been working in this quarry for past 20 years. I

educated my children to this quarry work. Hence, give permission to this quarry.

14. Thiru. Gothairaj, Muthukrishnapuram.

He stated that, I have been working for past 20 years. 1 take care of my

children. Hence, give permission to this quarry.

15. Thiru. Rajangam, Mela Udaippu

He stated that they are giving job to 15 families. We thank him. We are
working on daily basis. We believed to live this quarry. We are working for 10 to

15 years. Hence give permission to this quarry.

16. Tmt. Vasanthi, Sorrikkampatti

She stated that my son is working in this company. No damage in this.

Hence give permission.

17. Tmt. Vimala, Sorrikkampatti

She stated that my husband is working in this crusher. We want crusher.
Our survival will happen due to this crusher. We are suffering with two female

children. We educate our children with this crusher.

18.Thiru. Pandi, Ponnamangalam

He stated that there are 20 families working in this quarry. Hence,

permission has to given to this quarry.



19. Thiru. A. Murugan, J. Alangulam

He stated that I have 3 children. One child is studying Nursing. Other two
children are studying in school. I have been working for the past 13 years. Hence,

permission has to given to this quarry.

20. Thiru. Kumar, Iravathanallur

He stated that this quarry is running based on the Tamilnadu Government

Rules. We welcomed this project.

21. Thiru. Yuvaraj, Anupanadi

He stated that 1 have been working as a driver in this company. More than
25 persons are depending on this company directly and indirectly such as

mechanic, lathe work etc like me. Hence, I welcomed this project.

22. Thiru. Nethaji, Usilampatti, Tamizhaga Vivasaya Pathukappu Sangam,

State Secretary, Madurai.

He stated that T have a video from social media researchers. This video

shows that, 8 persons will fight for one litre of water in 2040.

We can’t live without water. We can live without stones, without job. We
need food and water for living. District Collector has requested that do not give

permission to this illegal project.

23. Karamani, Usilampatti

He stated that proponent of the quarry was brought 10 persons to get

permission for this quarry. But those 10 persons do not belong to this District.
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village work on it for food. Then you will give permission to whatever the stone
quarries. The 40 types of documents are written by officers like you. 40 types of

documents must be uploaded.

I woke up in the morning and picked10 kg of flower. I am talking about the

farmer going to die. The farmers are still without awareness. What is their status?

Shepards bring their goats from Kadaldi to our village for grazing. If you
give permission to this quarry, the goats will not be able to survive. This money is

not enough for buying goat.

PWD officer has not come. A bridge has been built at a distance of 2.0 KM
and water flows from Vaigai Dam to upstream side of Usilampatti area. Blasting
will be carried out at 300 feet from 100 m distance of the quarry without protecting
the bridge. If the bridge breaks, water won’t come. Government put a false plan at
Vaigai Dam sluice at 68 feet out of 71 feet of dam. Water will come from that
sluice, if rain would come it will cause destruction to the country. Permission was
given by Mining department from 200 feet in the same Madurai District and
Dindigul District. A quarry should be at 1.5 KM distance. There should be no road
and water tank nearby quarry. It should be away from 1.5 KM.

Sister said that their hut is located nearby quarry. There is a property tax in
this hut. Temporally they provide anything. Agriculture is a permanent livelihood.
Keep it in mind that only if paddy is grown you and me will get food. Permission

should not be given to this stone quarry.
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District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai

All your views about M/s. P.Thiruganasambatham Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry have been recorded. He thanked everyone to peacefully concluding this

public hearing meeting.

The meeting came to an end.

o

District Enviropige
Tamilnadu i)

\&¢
Ve
fal Engineer, Reventie Divisional Officer
Control Board, Thirumangalam
Madurai

Enclosures:
1. Copy of press release (Public Notice Published in Tamil & English) for

notifying the public hearing meeting.
2. Copy of attendance sheet of the public hearing, (Total pages14 & 146 persons)
3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD - Disc) of the public hearing proceedings.
4. Copy of petition received from the public.
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