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Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 24.02.2024 at 11.30 A.M. at Pari
Mahal, Trichy — Chidambaram National Highway, Opp to Thelur Electricity Board
Office, Thelur Village & Post, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

Name of the Project. M/s.Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited for the proposed

Lime kankar and Limestone Quarry over an extent of 23.35.0
Ha, SF Nos. 222/1, 222/2A, 222/11A, 225, 226/1A, 226/7 and
etc., Pudupalayam Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. M.Ramakrishnan
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Ariyalur,

Ariyalur District.

2. Dr. M.Senthil Kumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District.

List of participants related to the project:

1. Thiru.T. Ravichandran,
Deputy General Manager / Plant Manager,
Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation Limited,
Ariyalur.

2. Thiru.M. Muthuselvan,
Deputy Manager _
Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation Limited,
Head Office,
- Chennal.

3. Thiru. P.Gopinath
Environmental Consultant.

List of Participants including Government Officers, Project Proponent and the
general public is enclosed vide Annexure - A,

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil ‘. Nadu Pollution Control Board
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Ariyalur, members of the public, farmers
association representatives, environmental activists, officials from the revenue
department and police department, press, and the Project Proponent, M/s.Tamil Nadu
Cements Corpbration Limited to the public hearing meeting on behalf of the district

administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.



~ He informed that to obtain Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, as
amended, public opinion has to be obtained for certainl types of projects/activities listed
in the said notification before the issue of Environmental Clearance. He also informed
that the views of the public will be recorded and it will be forwarded to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority as a routine procedure. He stated that M/s.
Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited has applied for environmental clearance for
the mining of lime kankar and limestone over an extent of 23.35.0 Ha, SF Nos. 222/1,
222/2A, 222/11A, 225, 226/1A, 226/7, etc, Pudupalayam Village, Ariyalur Taluk &
District and this public hearing is being held to get the publi.c‘s views on the project

before issuing the environmental ¢learance.

He also informed that the Public Advertisements regarding the Public Hearing
were published on 23.01.2024 in Dinathathi and The New Indian Express News Papers,
30 days before the date of the meeting. '

DEE informed that after the Representative of the Company would explain about
the project& EMP measures, after which the Public and Environmental Activists can
give their opinion and seek clarification about the project orally or by written submission
also. He also informed that the views of the Public would be recorded through vided and
audio and the recorded meeting proceedings will be forwarded fo the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority as per routine procedure. He then humbly requested the

Revenue Divisional Officer to preside over the Meeting.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Ariyalur greeted everyone present and asked the
representative from Tamil Nadu Cement Company to hold a presentation regarding the

project.

Environmental Consuitant Mr.P.Gopinath welcomed all and presented the Project
details, impacts and EMP measures proposed through a Power Point presentation. He
also informed that the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports of the project are also

available on the Website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public participating in the
public hearing to give their opinion about the project after informing their name and

village of the individual.

1. Thiru.Muruganantham, Nerinjikorai.

He informed that it has been a struggle for 25 years. First of all, he thanked the

district collector and the RDO for putting an end to this protest.



Ariyalur District Police gave us full cooperation. It has been around 25 years
since they filed a case in the court and many of our ancestors who gave us the land
have died and Mr.K.Chinnappa, the current member of the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly and a lawyer who is responsib[e for us for providing compensation for this
land, has been handling this case for 25 years without receiving any fee. Thiru.
Palai. T.Amaramoorthy, the former member of the Tamilnadu legislative Assembly who
was in favour of this, called Moopanar and told Kalaignar that the people of the aréa
had lost their land, then Kalaignér said that they should file a case in the court and then
they can pay based on what comes in the judgment. Based on this, on behalf of the
villagers of 9 nearby villages, they went to Chennai and filed a case in the Hon' ble High

court, and many of the plaintiffs died.

He said that before this, Mrs. Anu George was the district collector and they
arranged to hold this public hearing once. Then they met the district collector and told
them that the money had not been paid to the people who gave this place and the case '
in this regard is pending before the court and requested not to permit to hold the

meeting.

The present Minister of Transport Mr.S.S. Sivashankar and Minister of Industries
Mr. T.R.B.Raja were met by the representatives of farmers who had given the land.
They asked them to pay the compensation for the land first and then hold the public
‘hearing.. We assumed that we would receive rupees 15 lakhs to 20 lakhs per acre.
However, only 9 lakhs was awarded. Earlier no one supported us until we boycotted this
public hearing. The people of Nerinchikorai and the people of Kattupringium who gave
this land went to the Ariyalur district collector's office to file a petition. ‘All our press and
journalist friends supported us. RDO told the district collector that we should not hold
this public hearingtwice. We also petitioned the Pollution Control Board in Keelapazhur.
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board suspended the public hearing twice after
considering our petition. Dr. Ayya who first denounced us on TV and our People's
Leader G.K.Vasan Ayya who warmly welcomed us at Chennai Head ' Office,
Mr.T.R.B.raja and 'fhiru.S.S.Sivasankar who together guided us and the RDO who
supported us - Thank you to all. |

He informed that if you wish to start mining, then pay us the compensation
amount and start mining. Give employment to those who have given land, énd give
employment on a contract basis without any harm to the public. The H.igh Court has
asked us to understand our hardship and pay the money within eight weeks. Therefore,
RDO said that only after paying the money within 8 weeks, these mines will be opened
and the District Collector has also agfeed. They cannot take even a single lorry load of

Lime stone from Nerinchikorai, Vellipringium, Astinapurém or Periyanagalur without



paying us. Pay us within 8 weeks. There are 390 related cases in court. Earlier we had
petitioned many MLAs  namely  Pon.P.llavazhagan, Durai. Manivel,
Korada.Thamarai.S.rajendran and now Thiru.T.R.B.raja and Thiru.S.S.Sivashankar are
helping us by asking them to consider our petition. Ariyalur District Police gave us full
cooperation. All those born in the village like us cannot enter the Legislative Assembly
premises. 6 of us were sent to see the Minister of Industry at 3.30 pm and he greeted us
warmly saying that you have come from Ariyalur. They asked about Rs 17 lakh per
acre, we also thought we would get Rs 17 lakh, but the RDO said that you should take
whatever money the government gives you and survive efficiently. He thanked the RDO
who has been supporting them. No matter how many meetings you put up, we will not
release a single load of limestone without getting paid. All the police officers will support
us for that. If they wanted to hold the same meeting near Jayankondam, they would not
have allowed the meeting to be held without paying. We have signed as per the request
of the authorities. So respect that signature and give us money within 8 weeks, then
start quarrying operations. Give contract jobs to everyone herebut don't give jobs to

outsiders, this is my humble opinion he added.

2.Thiru.Pavunraj, Manakudi.

He said that he previously worked at Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation and was
now retired. In 1976, this Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation came into production.
Ariyalur district was then a backward district. This government cement plant was built to
develop the district and provide employment to the people of that area. But the
government tock the land for the plant at a fixed rate but the farmers were unwilling to
give. It was taken for an acre at just Rs. 800 to Rs. 2000in 1976. But today the private
company is bidding for Rs. 30 lakhs to 40 lakhs. But that factory employed 1200 people
when it started working that day. Today only around 100 to 150 péople are working. s
there no reason to give jobs to those who gave land in this area? None of the people
here work there. They come from outside the state and work there. The people frbrh
here go to Tirupattur, Madurai and Coimbatore to find work. Having lost our homeland,
without land for agriculture, without facilities to send children to study, they have gone to
Coimbatore, Tirupattur, Tiruvannamalai to earn a livelihood. He informed that the
cement industry is not for people in this area and it is suitable only for some specific
~ officials. They have shown that they have set up a park in front of the company at a cost
of several lakhs of rupees. They have billed twice as much in the contract. In this way,
the farmers and they have nothing in this area. Many have died but were their family

given jobs?

He informed thathe was 72 years old and had retired after working in the cement

industry for 35 years, but this management did not offerany medical facilities. This



administration has completely shut down the people of this land and they have no
concessions. But this government plant needs to grow. There is no alternative to it. But
instead, the farmers and the youth should be given employment suitable for their
studies. Similarly, the farmers who have given land are still going to court and they
should be given a fair amount immediately. All these reguests should be granted
immediately. He said that if the same is not granted, the Pattali People's Party will hold

a protest.

3. Thiru. N. Sengamuthu,President, Ariyvalur DistrictFarmersAssociation

He said that today the government cement plant was the first to be established in
our district and after its establishment the practice was good. Qur Tamil Nadu
CementsCorporation is the plant that has given employment to 1200 farmers, no other
private plant can provide permanent employment to the people of our region. The
reason for that was the then-general manager, Arasappan, who took good care. So
farmers got a lot of work. Because of getting that job, 50, 100, 200 people from every
villagesin our area have worked and come up in life. They appreciate it all. Then there
was a cloud of smoke in the old cement factory whicheveryone knows about. People of
Ariyalur and the neighbouring village were unable to even dry their clothes in the open
because of it. Manaleri is the only Villages in Ariyalur that does good farming. They
have been farming for 200 years and rank first in agriculture. It is this Tamil Nadu
Cement Corporation that caused the end of the chilli crop that grows well there. Ariyalur
Market is number one in chilli production in Tamilnadu but the chilli farming got affected
only after this cement plant came. Our village Manaleri has now with 75% of Casuarina
and Eucalyptus trees. The reason is that we cannot even pay wages in agriculture. He
informed that the price is also not affordable and thus shifted to teak, pine and RS Pathi

agriculture.

He informed that 199 persons will be employed as permanent employees when the
new unit is started in this plant. He said that if those 199 people are given full
employment, there will be an opportunity to give employment to the children of those

who gave the land and this sho_uld be done.

In a public hearing held in Periyathirukkonam village, he requested the then District
- Collector Tmt. Lakshmi Priya that mary accidents were happening from Ariyalur to
V. Kaikatti due to trucks carrying limestone and many people are dying because of the
trucks carrying limestone for government and private cement companies. So they
requested that only vehicles equipped with speed control devices should be allowed to
carry limestone. Within three months,my request was accepted and it was announced |

that limestone was allowed to be transported only by trucksequipped with speed control



devices. He said that a four-lane road should be constructed from Ariyalur to V.Kaikati
because there are many limestone mines in this area. The farmers who have given 58
acres of land where this quarry is situated should first be given money for that land and
similarly many of the farmers who have given land should provide 'perrnanent
employment to those who have been working as contract workers for more than 10
years. He requested that the children of those who died during service should be given
work based on succession. People used to have good respect for farmers but that
respect has been lost now. He said that he welcomes the construction of this mine, but
the farmers who have given land shouid be given the appropriaie amount and the mine

should then be started quarrying.

4. Thiru.Ariyamuthu, Vellipiringium

He informed thatthis public hearing was not held seeking the opinion of the people
but was rather instilling biased views upon the people. The plant manragement is only
permitting the people who speak favourably for them. He said that he should hold a
public hearing meeting about the side effects of the mining site and that the Central and
State Governments would grant permission to set upAthe project based on the opinion
recorded in the meeting. In 1994, a notice was issued by the Tamil Nadu Cements

Corporation for the acquisition of land. 3 notices were issued and in 1998 a minimum of
| Rs 30,000 was given to the people. They filed a case in court saying that this
compensation was not enough for us. That case was filed in 2000. It is now 2024-that
is, almost 30 years have passed. Previously there was a law that if land acquired by a
company was not used within 20 years, the land would be returned to the previous
owner of the land. Then he said that if it is not used .Within 30 years, it should be
returned to the owner who gave the land. Even after the current 24 years have passed
i.e. it has been 24 years since the case was filed, they have said that they would agree

to Rs.1,500/- in the lower court.

But they filed a petition in the High Court saying that compensation money cannot
be given fo the landgivers as said by the lower court. It has been 24 years since that

petition was filed. He said that they have not paid any compensation so far.

Why can't the company that you hold this hearing and rush to take limestone from

the land give pricrity to paying compensation to the people? The company, which has
been silent for 24 years, says that we did not conduct this meeting; the Pollution Control
Board is conducting it. Can the pollution control board already inform the public that this
is the case? Has the Pollution Control Board given a clear statement? He said that the

company was induced under the guise of the Pollution Control Board and the people

-

—



were cut off from the farmers and the livelihood was lost and no compensation has been

paid so far.

This public hearing meeting was announced twice, but we stopped it several times,
went to the p'olice station, and petitioned the District Collector.The RDO duly called us,
held peace talks and promised to pay the compensation within a certain time. So far the
judgment has not come in the court and we have not seen the copy. 310 cases have
been registered by our law council member Mr. K. Chinnappa. No order has been
obtained so far in any case filed. They say that the judgment has come but they have
not given us any order. Now they say that they will give us compensation before the
starts the mining activity. 314 cases ie. 1500 families. This is our grandfather's
property. He died and then our father also died and now we are also old. Only our
children can get compensation for this land. What are you going to do fo the people of
this area by holding such a public hearing? What is this company going to do to the
people of this area? You say no if you ask for employment, you say that it is all about
writing the TNPSC Exam.Can you give notice that we will provide employment only by
Ariyalur district employment office with a request that Ariyalur district is a backward |

district; he questioned.

Contractual employment is offered only to Salem district employees of out-of-state
employees, it is not job creation but shrinking of employment. We are not asking for a
permanént job, we are just asking that you provide at least a contract job. 700/- is paid
as salary for agricultural labour. But the contract empioyee is paid only Rs.450/- as
wages. Give employment to educated youth and farmers here. Not only this government
company but also private companies are not going to provide job opportunities. 25000
tons of Iinﬁestone is transported in this area per day, 25000 tons of cement is
transported outside and 50000 tons of transaction is done and around 2500 heavy
vehicles are used daily for this. Is there any road facility for this? Due to lack of
adequate road facilities and heavy traffic, various accidents take place. Our councillors
have negotiated and received compensation for the deceased. Is it great to give a life

and receive compensation? He said that it could have been prevented earlier.

No éompensation was given to us. We have agreed to hold the meeting based on
the assurance given by our RDO. Therefore, within the next three months, you have to
pay compensation to all thé farmers whether or not the court order comes or not and
then starts the mining activity. If you do not pay the compensation, we will present many

demands before the company and stage a blockade protest, he said.



5. Thiru.Pon Sankar Guru,ldayathankudi.

| am presenting my views and demands as this limestone mine is a part of my ‘
union. We don't know why they bought our lands from our ancestors 50 years ago. Our
forefathers gave them land thinking that some big company was coming and we would
get job opportunities. Moreover, all the land purchased by Tamil Nadu Cements and
Dalmia Cement Company i.e. the area from Kaikatti to Eddaiyathankudi is dry
agricultural land. These cement companies have bought this land. This area is rich in
water. Cement companies have bought that place. Agriculture is now dependent on
rains. They bought the land by saying that they would provide employment to the family
that gave them the land. But you refuse to give job opportunities to the youth of Ariyalur
district? Companies should answer this. Will the people of this area not work? What is
the purpose of bringing in workers from outside? How many young people go abroad to
find work without employment here? You have bought the land and not given us jobs.
and our livelihood is in question. Notices of such meetings are insufficient. One of the
requirements for the company is that the farmlands are barren.if the company does not
provide employment, they should permit to cultivate the land from whom the iand was
purchased until it is used by the company.If the company needs the land back, they
should give 3 monthsprior notice and they will stop cultivation. They said that 1000
people were employed when the government cement plant started, but now there are
not even 100 people. Why this change? So when you bought the land, you promised to
give work. Why are you' refusing to give work now? So | condemn this. Even if we block
and oppose the project, nothing will happen, you are going to quarry the mines. So give
them job opporiunities to the many educated youths in this area and to the men and
women who work as daily wage earners. Give priority to the people of Ariyalur district in
employment. Currently, countless trucks are going from Kaikatti to Ariyalur. When fhis
mine is constructed in Puduppalai, there will be even more vehicles. Current[y, there are
many daily accidents and casualties. So a separate road should be constructed to carry
limestone. When the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly assurance committee visited
Ariyalur district, Tamil Nadu Cement Company informed that they ailocated
RS.T5,00,000/— for their CSR fund for Skiil development but no one came forward to do
it. There are 26different types of NGOs in Ariyalur district who could have been
informed about this. Road facility is not good in Nerinchikorai village where many other
companies already have mines. Why do they refuse to provide road facilities in that
area? Building a road at 10 lakh rupees is not a big problem for cement co'mpanies but
why are they refusing to build a road?

He concluded his speech with the idea fhat the government and companies should

first consider the welfare of the people and secondly consider the revenue of the

company.



6.Thiru.M.Paulraj, (TANCEM, Senior Management Retd.)

It has been more than 10 years since he retired from the Tamil Nadu Cement
Company. He said that he is currently working as a magazine editor and doing social
work. In 1962, Tamil Nadu Government Cements Company was started. In 1968, a
cement plant was built at Alankulam for the workers there. During that time, 3000
thousand employees worked there - 2000 workers were employed in the mines and
1000 workers worked in the plant. Then the cement plant made a huge profit and
exported abroad. All officials and employees worked there without fear. It was then that
M. Mehta came here and laid the foundation stone and then | also came with him to
Ariyalur. This factory was not built with the aim of profit, but this government aimed to
provide employment to the workers. But now the management believes that 10 or 15
people are enough and the rest are daily wage earners. We are proud of being a
cement city, but this city is full of pollution because of it. He said that it was not possible
to do agriculture and it was not possible to travel in vehicles. He said that every private
company has two cement factories and the trucks that carry the materials are carrying
40 tonnes to 50 tonnes and thus the roads are affected.100 acres were purchased by
Birla company in Koothur and Poiyathanallur areas and the owners of the land asked to
work and cultivate the land until the company took it over and the Birla management
agreed to it. Similarly, he asked that these farmers should be permitted to'work and
farm on the land until the land Was to be utilized by the company. Tamil Nadu Cement
Corporationin Ariyalur was not built for profit. So he said that the workers should be

given employment.

7.Thiru.T.lllavarasan, Thamaraikulam Village

Land has been taken here and this public hearing has been postponed more
- than 3 times which is known to all. Now these farmers have not been paid. This public
hearing was being held with the guarantee of payment. However, he said that the
people of Ariyalur will not benefit from this limestone mine and it will not be of any
benefit to the world. Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation is our parent company if this
company were functioning properly, then so many private companies would not have
come here. Apart from that, our cement plant has set up limestone mines beyond the
limit. He said that there are more than 30 limestone mines and many of them are
located in Kallangurichi, Thamaraikulam etc. No mine has been closed after quarrying.
He informed that this cement plant was approaching its centenary year but the
management of this plant had yet to announce that they had closed any mine and
converted it into water bodies or planted trees and converted it into a green space.He
guestioned if the government cement plant which is operating on a non-profit basis is

like this, what will all the private cement companies, which are operating with the sole



motive of profit do?No matter how many people die or get sick, it doesn't matter here.
They don't offer employment to those who gave us land.Some people have stated that
they wanted a contract job in return for their lands. Only if we have land, our lineage can
survive. We have left it and are requesting contract work in return. Apart from that, the
roads from here to Ariyalur are very polluted and damaged. It is made of mud piles. He
said that environmental poliution and the condition of water levels are also bad and the
water levels have gone to rock bottom. So quarrying a new mine in this condition would

cause great danger.

He declared that nothing was said about the impactsin this Environmental [mpact
Assessment Report and the report should be given in the local language as well. But
the report has been given ohly in English which we reported to the engineer. He
éssured that it would be corrected but that is yet to happen. He claimed that a big
protest would be held if the report is not given in Tamil in the future. As an

environmentalist, he said that there would be no benefit from the operation of this mine.

8.Thiru.M.M.Sivakumar, President, Congress Party, Ariyvalur Town.

He informed that about 25 years ago, such a hearing meetin'g was not held and
due to the current legalities, such a hearing meeting was being held. The late MGR
Kazhagam District President, Thiru. Kalaivanan often contacted the Tamil Nadu
Cements Corporation Administration and fought a lot on behalf of these three villages -
Pudupalayam, Nerinchikorai and Kattuppiringiyam. The Tamil Nadu Cements
Corporation is a company running on our tax money unlike Ramco Cements or India
Cements. It is a government agency that can operate with our tax money and give us
some privileges. In other words, the Tamil Nadu Cements Corporationis providing
cement at concessional prices for all the concessions and fhe buildings that are made
for the benefit of the people of the government. The problem here arose three
generations ago and this is now the fourth generation. He stated thathe has been in the
union for almost 40 years and so advised the youth to resolve any issues through
negotiation and protesting should be the last option. The laws enacted by Ambedkar
show that everyone has the right to speak, the right to write, and all other rights. He
advised them to try to end theirpetition smoothly with the District Qollector. He put forth
a request to Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation. The same problem occurred in
Anandwadi village. The villagers asked for some concessions and got them. This
government cement plant should give the same privileges to the villages of
Pudupalayam, Nerunchikorai and Kattuppiringiyam. The Tamil Nadu Cements
Corporationhas provided é good school for education there.Similarly, the company
should provide concessions to enroll the village children in their school -in English

medium. Bus facility should also be provided to the villages. He said that the panchayat

10



president should be discussed with when utilizing the CSR fund and the concessions
requested by the people should be provided and only then the people will have
confidence and satisfaction in this company. He said that it now seems that the main
court decision has come and so they can come to an agreement and then set up the

mine.

9.Thiru.N.Rajalingam,Kattupringium,Periyanagalur Panchayat

He informed that for the land acquired in 1994, money was deposited in the bank
in 1996 and they used that money to file a case through their lawyer, Thiru. Chinnappa.
He said that they had petitioned for employment at least ten times and in the past 28
years, they have not been given a contract job. This Tamilnadu government is actively
showing priority to deal with this land only. The reason for this is not known. Even the
contract jobs are offered to those from Perambalur, Salem and Trichy. Public opinion is
sought here but jobs are givén to those who come from somewhere else. Then why
should we give land, he questioned. What kind of democracy is this? He concluded that
the people who lost their lives and are losing their livelihood due to this should be given

jobs on priority, otherwise they will continue to protest.

10.Thiru.Krishnamoorthy,Nerinjikorai

He said that it has been a long time since they gave land andno work or money
has been given so far. He declared that if they did not give work, they will not be able to

take even a single piece of soil from Nerinchikorai village.

11.Thiru.P.Ravi,Farmer Panchayat Union President.Kairlabadh

In 1974, the government laid the foundation stone of the factory. From then
onwards, they have procured agricultural land from our panchayat -about 236 ha 84
acres in Khairabad Panchayat alone. For 45 years, our village has no facilities. But
Dalmia Cements has its plant at Kallakudi, mines at Pallinganatham and water supply in
Hondakurichi. They have divided the royalty into three parts, 20% for Hondakurichi,
40% for Kallakudi, and 40% for Paiinganatha. But, 45 years after taking 236 hectares 84
acres from our panchayat, our village has not received even a single rupee. In
Valajanagaram panchayat, Khairabad SF No.497 to 215 is under the jurisdiction of
Valajanagaram panchayat. From SF No. 216, it is under the jurisdiction of Khairlabad
Panchayat. However the management of the plant is in Valajanagaram panchayat. The
rest of the mines are all within the boundaries of the Khairlabad Panchayat. So far, even
the building & water supply tax has not been paid yet. Our village has been affected. He
said that he would humbly request to make some concessions to their panchayat by
giving employment to the educated youth either indirectly or directly. He said that today

the management of this plant has announced about Khairlabad panchayat and that they
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have provided 16 street lights and drinking water, and would provide a bus stand and
plant 600 saplings. We had given a petition to Mr. Kamarajar, the then Managing
Director who came to the plant on 25-5-2022. He is the one who has requestedto do
something for this Khairlabad panchayat. So the company has said that it would build

16 street lights, a drinking water supply and a bus stand on Kallangurichi Road.

He requested to provide employment to the educated people of their village indirectly or
directly. He informed that the distance befween the Ariyalur bypass on Kallankurichi
road to the factory was only 1.6 km. There are 14 lorry transport companies in this
stretch and all of them park their vehicles on the roadside causing a lot of
inconvenience to the public. There are two liquor shops within a kilometer thus
hampering two-wheeler and four-wheeler traffic. He said that the plant management
should provide space to lorry transport companies within its premises and ensure that

they do not disturb the public.

12.Thiru.Viswanathan,Nerinjikorai

He informed thatcompensation should be given to all the farmers who have given
their land within three months. Similarly, the farmers who have given the land must be
given a job per family and the people who have given the land should be provided with
medical facilities, road facilities and water facilities. He added that electricity supply that

was disconnected from their lands must be provided to other lands owned by them.

13.Thiru.Pakkirisamy.Nerinjikorai

He stated that he too has given land for this cement plant. He requested to
provide employment to the educated youth in theirvillage on the basis of education. The
youth studying here go to Kerala, Tirupur and Coimbatore to work and so this
government cement plant should do something about it immediately. He added that
arrangements were being made in his village to provide toilet facilities in schools and
along the roads and they requested the factory officials to oversee it but they have not
come to see it yet and no action has been taken. The District Collector and DRO have
accepted the demands of our farmers and asked them to pay compensation within three

months.

14.Thiru.Regasamy,Nerinjikorai

The farmers who have been given land should be compensated as per the
court's decision. He requested to give employment to one person per household for the
educated youth. He informed that 7 acres of land were taken from him and his son has
been working as a contract employee for three and a half years. He had submitted
several petitions to the Managing Director, District Collector and RDO but no action has

been taken on it. He asserted that compensation as stated in the judgment was
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inadequate.He claimed that an acre was being sold for Rs.40 lakhs, but they are paying
eight and a half lakhs and not even 30 cents of land can be bought with eight and a half

lakhs. He requested that employmentmust be given for their livelinood.

15.Tmt.Selvambal Nagarasu,Kattupringium

She said that she was suffering a lot and her husband was ill and so requested to

pay compensation or else return their land.

16.Thiru.Mahendran,Naam Thamizhar Party,Sendurai Union.

There is a village similar to here called Pudupalayam, in Sendurai Taluk. All
those who expressed support here,come and have a look at Pudupalayam village. He
said that it had turned into a desert. He said that the land had deteriorated to such an
extent that no agriculture could be done there. Some say you can keep the company
without polluting the land or water. How can we do it there without polluting the land or
air? Air and water will definitely get polluted. People living there will also be affected.
Our physical health, hygiene and our lifestyle are more important than employment. You
say it is enough if you give up all that and give employment, it is enough to build a
hospital, it is enough to build a school. All these schools and hospitals are the
government's duty to provide for us. Don't ask them to do it through the company and to
give employment. A hospital or school is the duty of the government to build. Don't

attribute it to the company and say that we will get it only if the company comes.

Besides, what if the air gets polluted? You think wearing a face mask over your
nose is enough. Delhi is so polluted that people cannot come out. Tomorrow wili be the
same for us. Keep this in mind before offering support. He asked how your children and
grandchildren will live even if they get employment.There will be factories, employment,
and everything but where they will live, where _they will get food from, where they will
have to do agriculture, he questioned. You have brought some factory in every village in
the name of development in every district. But, you have just brought these factories
and have polluted the people, soil, water and air. Think about people's welfare first and
then employment, salary and development. If people are well, their lives will improve. Is
it a blessing to come to the factory and get a salary but you have lost your health? You
end up paying your salary at the hospital. Instead, you can live heaithilyand happily
without any diseasesby carrying agricultural farming. Therefore, on behalf of Naam

Tamil Party, he expressed his opposition to the expansion of quarrying operations.

17.Thiru.Arivazhagan, Nerijikorai Village,Pudupalayam Union.

He began by saying that they have been taking forward this struggle for 30 years
beyond a quarter of a century. But only after 30 years have you come forward to ask

what we think. In these 30 years, this government has not come forward to provide
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employment to anyone from our village under our panchayat even on a contractual
basis. Only after 28 years, are you giving employment to a person from the area under
this panchayat. After the construction of this new plant, you should give. priority to
providing employment from our vilage when the next announcement is made for
permanent employment in this new plant. He also said that the persons working on a
contractual basis should be given increments in salary according to their educational
qualifications. He said that you should set up your mine without polluting our water
resources and without affecting the water supply to our village Iswarankoil lake because
all of your mining areas involve water sources that come to aquifers. So, by saying that |
am constructing a road or digging a pit, there should be no pollution or any harrﬁ to the
water sources. What is our water level now? You should measure the amount of salt
and minerals in it and test it to see if it has the same amount in the future. He said that
the government and this company should pay all the compensations for the damages

caused by this.

18.Thiru.Silambarasan, Nerijikorai Village.

He said that he had only three requests, one was money.Hé said that they have
been fighting for 25 years in the hopes that judgment will come. Money is important to
us. We are farmers but we cannot farm. Because everything has gone barren, he
claimed. He said that you should pay the amount demanded by the farmers and it
should be paid within three months and then only they will give permission for mining.

- The next request was regarding employment. He also requested that 20% reservation
for employment be allocated to those who gave land. Next, he said that heavy vehicles
should not enter their village and should only go outside the village and that the mine
should be operated without causing environmental pollution and affecting the water

bodies.

19.Thiru.Semmalai, Pattali Makkal Katchi,Union Secretary, Arivalur South

This is the third public hearing in this area. The first public hearing was stopped
by our Tamil ActivistDr Ayya and he demanded that the public hearingshould not be
held among the people and that their land should be handed over or else their entire
money should be paid into their bank account. He informed that the meeting was being
held for the third time. They bought this land 30 years ago for 30 thousand rupees. The
elders and old people in that village knew about it and filed a case on that day. In the
judgment of the case, it was said that 900 rupees should be paid. Without paying that
900 rupees, this government administration appealed to the High Court and prevented
them from paying the money. Currently, Mr. K. Chinnappa, who is a member of the
Ariyalur Legislative Assembly, prosecuted the case, and the case is pending. They say

that only 19 people have received judgment. However, he said that it is the Tamil Nadu
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Cement Corporation's action to hold public hearings, take the land and drive people
away. He demanded that employment be given to educated youths and to the farmers
who gave them land and also pay the compensation amount in full to the bank account
of the respective farmers and then proceed with the public hearing. He said that on
behalf of the Patali Party, they will hold a protest under the leadership of Tamil Nadu
Activist Dr. Ayya and Dr. Chinnaiya Anbumani Ramadoss.

20.Thiru.S.P.Palanivel, Srinivasapuram

Since the 18th and 19th centuries due to the increase in population, many
factories and mines have appeared, since then the temperature of the earth has started
to increase and pollutants are also bei'ng released. As an example, he said that it was
impossible to travel in a two-wheeler or walk on foot behind a heavy vehicle in Ariyalur
due to the dust emanation. He said that he welcomed the expansion of this mine by

properly maintaining and protecting our environment.

21.Thiru.Mathiyazhagan, Member 1% Ward, Valajanagaram Union.

It should be the duty of the government to do good to the public and also to
provide us with basic facilities in Valajanagaram. You are living well after establishing
this plant in our village area. Therefore, he requested to make all the roads in their ward
cement roads and provide them with drinking water. He also humbly requested the

Tamilnadu cement corporation Ltd to repair the Chetty Lake walkway in Ariyalur.

22. Thiru.Mugilan, Coordinator ,Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement,

Karur.

He began by stating that 316 people filed a case related to this administration in
court and it is still pending for 30 years. lt is the law that when such a case is pending in
court, a mine could not be established on the land. But here, from the village
administrative officer to Tahsildahr and RDO, all the details of this case have been
concealed and they have given evidence that these quarries can be established.
Officials taking land for government factories should do so according to law. They say
that we should write the exam conducted by the TNPSC and get selected in that exam
to go and work as a worker in a factory. Somehow, they are holding this hearing by

giving a false document. Legally, if we go to court, this hearing will be invalid.

He said that today this meeting was being held for four leases and these four
leases are located in the same area and the survey numbers are next to each other.
Why not put them together? The day before yesterday in Virudhunagar, 2350 acres
were conducted in one meeting and they completed it in 3 hours. But here, 100
hectares is about 250 acres, but what is the reason for four leases? This is a report

prepared by them so that if it is within 25 hectares then there is no need to hold a
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hearing. But the National Green Tribunal has passed an order in December 2018 which
is applicable to any quarry, whether it is stone quarry or limestone quarry, whether it is 1 |
acre or 1 hectare. If the area of an individual quarry 15 5 hectares or if the quarries
located in a cluster within a 500 meters radius exceeds an area of 5 hectares, it requires
a public hearing to be conducted for it. He said that this was not a decision taken by the
government, but it was a decision given by the National Green Tribunal after realizing

the public's concern.

First, the Village Administrative Officer has given false evidence to hold this
hearing. He has given false evidence that the house should not be within 100 meters
only. According to section 36 of the Mineral Concession Rules 1959, no quarry lease
shall be granted within 300 meters of a residential area. The said residence may be a
village or town site or approved habitation. He said that no one can violate this, but in
their project report, they have mentioned that there are houses in Nerinchikorai 500
meters away. But the town is actually 230 meters away and so legal permission cannot

be given to this stone quarry.

Next the mineral concessions rule says if there exists primary works of the local
bodies, Central or State governments and Tamil Nadu Drinking Water and Drainage
Board, upper level reservoir tanks and bridges, the minor mineral concession rules say
that no quarry should be set up within a radius of 500 meters. But we inquired about this
area and saw on Google map that there are overhead tank in all the villages and this
public hearing is being held hiding all this. Next, they have said in the project report that
they can transport 20 tons of limestone in a truck. He also said that 20% of the total
revenue of Tamil Nadu and India is spent on road works. Further, it was informed that
as per rules only 8 to 10 tons of minerals and other materials can be carried by truck,
tipper, and tractor on the panchayat union road. But they themselves say that they will
transport it in a 20 ton truck so it is legally wrong. Almost 700 crore people's tax money
is spent every year to build roads in Ariyalur district by the trucks used for these mines.
Whose money is this to make it a village road, a state road and a highway? But there is
not -enough road here. 6 wheeler trucks can transport 18 tonnes and 10 wheeler 28
tonnes on national or state highways. If it is a 16 wheeler lorry it is 42 tonnes and if it is
a 12 wheeler lorry it is 36 tonnes. If this weight is exceeded, a penalty of Rs.20,000/- is
levied for the first tonne and Rs.2000/- for every next ton. The RDO, RTO and the
Police Department have the authority to penalize the violators. He said that last month
January 15 to February 14 was observed as a road safety month and he asked if any
fine was imposed during that time. Officials have to do the regularization of quarries, he

asserted.
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SEIAA has given permission for inspection only on 21.10.2020 to prepare
environmental report for this quarry. But it is reported that the study was conducted to
prepare the report on 1.7.2020. Also, no one should take a drop of water from the
abandoned quarries. They have said that water will be taken from the exhausted
quarries near the mine. The rule cannot be changed even by the District collector, only

the Chief Secretariat can give permission to take water in this way.

Further, it has been reported that trees will be planted in 4 hectares 41 cents that
is 11 acres for green belt development. The rule is to plant 200 trees per acre. This
company has been in existence for 30 years. How many trees have been planted here?
Even if it is planted, only Eucalyptus (RS Pathi) tree has been planted. Our native trees
such as neem, Indian beech tree, fig, jamun, Ancestor tree are not being planted but
they only plant foreign trees that can break in the wind. He said that if every quarry
located here planted 200 trees per acre, Ariyalur would have turned into a flower

garden.

In page 4 of their summary report, it is stated that it falls in seismic zone 3 and is
a moderate risk zone but in the PPT shown by them, they say that it is in seismic zone 2

and that it is a low risk zone.

Legally, this hearing is void. First, the Village Administrative Officer has given
false evidence to hold this hearing. They have given false evidence that the house
should not be within 100 meters only. In that case, permission should not be given to
this limestone quarry on legal grounds. Next, the air is heavily polluted. Diseases and
ilinesses like thése are the gifts that these industries have given us. | will inform you in
the next meeting whether we want these industries or not. This plant should not be set
up. Legally, this plant is in ho way eligible for setting up these mines. Moreover, if the

government still insists, we have the power to mobilize people and fight against it.

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Ariyalur District informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and
queries of the public and reply by the project proponent are recorded through video
graphy / Audio and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact

Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai.

Further, 18 Nos of petitions were received during the public hearing meeting on
the proposed M/s.Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited, Lime Kankar and

Limestone Quarry project are enclosed herewith.

Further, no petitions of written representation were received in the O/o. District
Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District. It is also

informed that there is no E-mail received in the Ofo. District Environmental Engineer,

17



Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District from - the pubiic about the
views/comments/complaints on the proposed M/s.Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation

Limited, Lime Kankar and Limestone Quarry project.

List of publics attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen
Drive and CD recorded with the Audio/ Video of entire proceedings of public hearing are

enclosed herewith.

. f(&
@. %U\& &bPresiﬁent,

Convene'l-),‘?\'M Public Hearing Meeting/
Public Hearing Meeting/ Revenue Divisional Officer/
District Environment Engineer, Sub Divisional Magistrate,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur Revenue Division,
Ariyalur. ' Ariyalur District.
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