~03—

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 24.02.2024 at 09.30 A.M. af Pari
-Mahal, Trichy — Chidambaram National Highway, Opp to Thelur Electricity Board
office, Thelur Village & Post, Ariyalur Taluk , Ariyalur District.

Name of the Project: M/s.Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited for the proposed
Lime kankar and Limestone Quarry over an extent of 22.96.0
Ha, S.F. Nos.144,217/1A,217/1C, 217/2, 217/3A, 217/3B, 217/4,
21715, 217/6, 218/1, 219/1, and others, Pudupalayam Village,
Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur. District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting: -

1. Thiru. M.Ramakrishnan
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Ariyalur,

Ariyalur District.

2. Dr. M.Senthil Kumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District.

List of participants related to the project:

1. Thiru.T. Ravichandran,
Deputy General Manager / Plant Manager,
Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation Limited,
Avriyalur.

2. Thiru. M.Muthuselvan,
Deputy Manager
Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation Limited,
Head Office,
Chennai.

3. Thiru.P.Gopinath
Environmental Consultant.

List of Participants including Government Officers, Project Proponent and the
general public is enclosed vide Annexure - A.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Ariyalur, members of the public, farmers
association representatives, environmental activists, officials from the revenue
department and police department, press, and the Project Propanent, M/s. Tamil Nadu
Cements Corporation Limited to the public hearing meeting on behalf of the district

administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

He informed that to obtain Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of

Environment, Forests & Climate Change, as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, as




amended, public opinion has to be obtained for certain types of projects/activities listed
in the said notification before the issue of Environment Clearance. He also informed that
the views of the public will be recorded and it will be forwarded to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority as a routine procedure.He stated that M/s. Tamil Nadu
Cements Corporation Limited has applied for environmental clearance for mining of lime
kankar and limestone quarry over an extent of 22.96.0 Ha in S.F. Nos. 144, 217/1A,
217M1C, 217/2, 217/3A, 217/3B, 217/4, 217/5, 21716, 2181, 219/1 & etc, Pudupalayam
Village, Ariyalur Taluk& District and this public hearing is being held to get the public's

views on the project before issuing the environmental clearance.

He also informed that the Public Advertisements regarding the Public Hearing
were published on 23.01.2024 in Dinathathi and The New Indian Express News Papers,
30 days before the date of the meeting.'

DEE informed that after the Representative of the Company would explain about
the project& EMP measures, after which the Public and Environmental Activists can
give their opinion and seek clarification about the project orally or by written submission
also. He also informed that the views of the Publicwould be recorded through video and
audio and the recorded meeting proceedings will be forwarded to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority as per routine procedure.He then réquested the Revenue

Divisional Officer to preside over the Meeting.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Ariyalur greeted everyone present and asked the
representative from M/s. Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited to hold a

presentation regarding the project.

Environmental Consultant Mr.P.Gopinath welcomed all and presented the Project
details, impacts and EMP measures proposed through a Power Point presentation.' He
also informed that the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports of the project are also

avai['able on the Website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public participating in the

public hearing to give their opinion about the project after informing their name and

village of the individual.

1. Mr.N.Sengamuthu, Arivalur Farmers Association, Kairlabad & Koneriravapu-ram

He stated that this meeting regarding the Pudupalayam Mines was being held for
the third time. He said that if the farmers had inquired about the problem immediately,
this situation would not have arisen. He stated an example that if you give food to the
hungry, they will not complain but if you were to give food to those who are full and
refuse food to the hungry, they would definitely cause a commotion.Her said that a

meeting with the farmers who gave the land could have been arranged and the payment
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that was due‘ could have been paid at that instant itself, and even now they claim that it
is enough to give them the money and jobs can be offered later. He claimed that even a
private cement plant is doing some things right today and requested the government
cement plant to do the same. He said that those who have given land should be
respected and given a job and payment due for that land. He said that once upon a time
Ariyalur ranked first in agriculture in Tamil Nadu and was known for itsChili Market but it
has now disappeareddue to the smoke from the Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation.
Despite which, agriculture is still being done today and he réquested that the farmers
should be respected and given concessions. He said that farmers in the country today
are in a lot of trouble and loss and agriculture is the only industry that suffers a iot. He
expressed that the government should know about the sufferings of the farmers in the
country and concluded his speech asking the government to implement the views he

had expressed on behalf of the farmers.

2. Mr. S.P. Palanivel, Srinivasapuram.

He greeted e\feryone present at the meeting and said that when a mine begins
operation, land pollution, Noise pollution, Air pollution and water pollution occurs but if a
mine could be oberated without causing pollution, the people living there and the
biodiversity would not be destroyed. Moreover, he said that he welcomes the mining

which does not cause suchpollution.

3. Mr. Dharmaraj, Khairlabad.

He expressed that he had no objection to the operation of the mines. However,
he asked that necessary drinking water facilities be provided to his village and ensure
that there is no pollution. He stated that they have all been working for 15 years at this
cement factory and his father has been working for 25 years. He addedthat his requests
be fulfilled. |

4. Mr. Ramakrishnan, Kattupiringiyam.

He informed that their land was purchased at Rs. 4500/~ per acre and
TANCEMeven disconnected the power supply to that area anticipating that they would
continue doing agriculture, even though they did not even start farming. He stated that
all the people who had come here were provided with car and bus facility but no such
facility was provided to the villagesrelated to this public hearing. He questioned, if any
people from the villages mentioned on the board were brought to the meeting. He said
that he had sold 4.5 acres of land and his family was suffering because of it. He
questioned if the people who sold their land were present at the meeting and asked
them to raise their hands. He stated that he was from Pudupalayam and asked if there
were any people from Nerunchikorai, Kattupringiyam and Asthinapuram. He declared

that he did not like this public hearing where the affected parties were absent and added



that those who sold their lands were willing to return the money with interest andasked
that their l[and be returned to them.He said that were promised jobs in return for their
agricultural land which turned out to be security work for the same lands. He stated that
all the cement plants have been brought to Ariyalur and if you were to stand on the
roadside for an hour in Ariyalur, you would not be able to breathe. He claimed that the
Pollution Control Board has not reduced the pollution and concluded that it would be

better if they returned their lands.

5.Mr. Japamalai, former Dr. Ambedkar Association President.

He said that there was no disagreement about the establishment of the mines
and added that more than 1200 people who have given land for this mine should be
given‘ employment, and drinking water, roads and medical facilities should be provided
to the nearby villagers.He informed thatthe Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has requested
that the plant be renovated and“Vallimai” cement can be purchased at a very low price
so that the people can benefit. Moreover, he declared that if the cement plant started by
respected Kalaignar had not come up in Ariyalur, there would not have been a district

called Ariyalur.

6. Mr. Thirunavukarasar, Ariyalur,

He expressed that he supported the Pudupalayam limestone mining project. He
stated that Ariyalur district is a very backward district and if this district were to develop,
the Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation must continue to operate, which necessitates the
expansion of limestone mine project. He explained that Ariyalur Government General
Hospital was built from the f'unds of the Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation. He said that
many good projects such as the constructioh of bus stops, dredging of lakes in rural
areas andprovision of concessions have been done from the Tamil Nadu Cement
Corporationfunds. He informed that many families of the people of Ariyalur district
depend on this plant for their survival whether they are permanent employees or
contract employees and they want their lives to grow. He also said tHatthis limestone
expansion project must be completedfor the district o develop and rendered his full

support.

7. Mr. Radhakrishnan, Nakampadi Village,

He mentioned that he is @ member Environmental wing of Naam Tamizhar Party.
He stated thatagriculture and industry are the two economic channels in the district. He
said that agriculture will not affect the ground water, the environment or other living
things and the economy of the people will increase and their health and hygiene will not
be disturbed. He added that the income from the industry is only beneficial to the
industrial owners and also affects groundwater, soil and mineral resources. He said that

the employees working in the company are paid between fifteen thousand and twenty



A

thousand per month. He said that with that income, one can buy fuel, food, clothes and
only essential items. All raw materials come from agriculture. He requested not to take
the alternative route of cement factories by allowing encroachment of all agricultural
lands and not to destroy the agricultural lands. He asserted that the generél public
should realize that the price of goods will decrease as production increases. He said that
development without destruction for anyone is development for all. He also informed that
the ground water level is decreasing every month due to quarrying. He claimed that the
government and some organizations are falsely publishing some reports every month
that the water level in the district is rising although rainfall has decreased in the last ten
years. He added that the resources are being destroyed and that this is not the path to
development and he expressed thatno district would want an economic policy that would
destroy their resources. He opined that apart from agriculture, development was not
mandatory for them except through natural economic means and if this quarry were to
come to that area, health hazards and medical facilities will also accompany. He
asserted that if the environment were to be affected and ground water level reduces

further, there would come a situation of paying money to buy water which has no

nutrients. He claimed that rain water is the c;nly fresh water in the world and added that

they were turning the land into desertsby destroying the agricultural lands.He asserted
that this quarry was not needed and declared that the path of development for the
agricultural lands, the environment and the common people must be exhibited. He said
that they do not want econemic development that destroys resources and that is the path
leading to death. He concluded that if the mines were to be established, the Naam

Tamzhilar party would stage a protest on behalf of the people.

8. Mr. Punniyamurthy, Khairlabad,

He explained about the need for Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation in this
district. He said that agriculture is important, hoWever, it's more important to utilize
whatever is available in the area. Even if paddy and chillies are grown in this area, the
limestone that is available here is more expensive than chillies, paddy or sugarcane. He
said that this cement industry is unique to this district and is not available in other
districts. He quoted an example saying that one would get rice in Thanjavur but not
cement since the cement is not produced there.He added that if a factory were to be set
up, it would be better if the government provided employment on a contract basis or
permanent basis for one person per household and requested to provide good schemes

to increase wages. He concluded that the Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation should come

to this- area.



9. Thiru. Nehru, District Environmental Secretary, Naam Thamizhar Katchi,

Arivalur District.

He declared that the people belonging to the concerned area did not turn up for
this hearing. He claimed that there was no announcement about this public hearing

meeting in any newspapers and there was no news as far as he knew.

District Environmental Engineer

. The DEE clarified that a notice was published in Dinantathi and The New Indian
Express newspapers dated: 23.01.2024 regarding the said project. He also informed
that an announcement about the public hearing was made through loudspeakers and
pamphlets on 22.02.2024 in the areas of Vellipringiyam, .Puduppalayam, Nerunjikorai

and Nayakkarpalayam Villages.

Thiru. Nehru, District Environmental Secretary, Naam Thamizhar Party, Ariyalur

District.

He said that the extraction of limestone is affecting the water level and poIIutioh
is increasing. He said that there are pollution control measures in place.However, no
yearly reports on how much pollution is caused by these factories and its effects have
been disclosed. The doctors in Ariyalur say that this pollution has greatly affected the
lungs.He agreed with the stétément made by the representative from Naam Tamizhar
party and quoted that all creatures should live harmoniously in the environment and we
cannot live with money alone. He stated that agriculture can be done only if ecological
biodiversity is healthy. He also requested to bring in green industries that do n.ot cause -
harm. He claimed that there was no equipment to control the pollution and it wasnot
known how much pollution is being released from the factories évery year. He
concluded that pollution was increasing and the water level was decreasing and

therefore he did not agree with this project which would affect the environment.

10.Thiru.Mahalingam,Ariyalur

He said that due to the limestone mining in Pudupalayam, various problems and
diseases are being caused which result in people seeking medical care daily from this
area. He informed that there are already six to seven cement factories operating in
Ariyalur but the agriculture of this area was being slowly destroyed.He said the present
situation is such that the water levels have gone down from 60-70 feet to a depth of 200
- 300 feet and the government and private cement industries are 'compéting to grab this
land and spoil all the wealth of this [and today.He said that with the establishment of
such cement industries and limestone mines, the people have been forced to sell their
lands to the government or private industries and move to the cities, which has not been

beneficial to the people and has destroyed agriculture. He said that realizing that this



begin in 4 months, the birds would definitely be affected and the water levelswould
definitely decrease. He stated that if one were to visit after a period of 2 months, there
would be no water left and therefore the number of birds would also decrease. He
asked them to give an account of how many lakes were dredged and also requested to
grow trees and improve water management. Further, he questioned how many
plantations were done and stated that cashew plantations deplete water resources.He
informed thatwater management be enhanced only by planting trees. He said that
Limestone was available at 7 places in Ariyalur and that expired quarries had not been
closed. He said that in a few days, there would only be roads seen in their village as the
mines surround it all around. He said that the water there is not clean and they have to
use a water purifier. He claimed that factories earn a profit of one crore rupees per
month and 10 per cent of that should be given to the villagers for development projects.
He declared that they did not need this mine and added that if this limestone quarry
were to begin, the Agricultural Association and Naam Tamilar Party would oppose it

together.

13.Thiru.Mugilan, Coordinator ,Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement,

Karur.

He began by saying that the holding of this hearing had already been announced
twice and was postponed and was currently being conducted for the third time. A 665-
‘page Environmental Impact Assessment document has been uploaded on the Pollution
Control Board's website in English. Baséd on their request to Tamil Nadu Government
to translate this into Tamil and publish it to the people, yesterday, the public hearing
meetilng for 2350 acres of the same Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation was held in
Duraisarﬁipuram and Lakshmipuram areas of Virudhunagar district, and they published
it in Tamil for all the 3 quarries. But it is not here in Tamil for the same Tamil Nadu
Cement Corporation. English is a foreign language and asked that the documents be
submitted in our mother tongue. He informed that the public hearing meeting of
Meenakshi Re-rerolling Factory in Sultan Pettai, Coimbatore was cancelled after many
protests in November 2021 because the environmental assessment report for the public
hearing meeting was not provided in Tamil. For the same reason, Tuticorin Distribt
Collector suspended the quarry named Zakir Hussain in Kayathar area for not
publishing the EIA Report in Tamil. Similarly, in Udumalaipet, Collector has postponed
the meeting in Madathukulam Taluk, Mailwadi as it was not in Tamil. He questioned why
EIA Repbrts that were published in Tamil in Karur, Trichy and all the other districts were
not released in Tamil only in Ariyalur district. He also informed that Eco Tech Lab which
had prepared this EIA Report had earlier published EIA reports in Tamil and English in
Pudukottai. He questioned why when a private company has published it in Tamil, a

government company could not do the same. He declared that it was so that the people
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district has mineral resources for cement, which is not available in any other district in
Tamil Nadu today, the land available in this district,was being bought at a low price and
this is affecting their livelihood. Taking all this into consideration, he urged that these
industries should continue to cooperate for agricultural prosperity by ensuring that the
limestone mines which have been excavated be rehabilitated and turned into arable
land again. He welcomed the public welfare initiatives being done by these industries
such as medical treatment, improving water level in tanks and road development. He
reiterated the importance of rehabilitating expired quarries and use them for agriculture
again. He added that human beings need food in order to survive, and not just
money.He also explained that the establishment of such mines and industries has
resulted in the migration of birds and animals as well as paralysis of agriculture.
Therefore, he wished these industries to make proper and clear decisions regarding all
this and then commence the mining operation, to which he had no objection. He
requested that more employment should be created and welfare schemes should be
implemented here. He informed that they agreed to this quarrying in the hopes that the

industry would give due rights to the people.

11.Thiru.GovindaSamy, Kairlabad.Ariyalur District

He said that he had given 2 acres of his land to these mines and was suffering
as a result. He said that his son had graduated B.Sc., (Chemistry) and was working in
Chennai for a salary of Rs. 10,000 only. He told the company to give them a job and
take over the mine. He said that he depended on this for his livelihood. He further
informed that they had no other means of livelihood and that the people belonging to
their village have gone to Tirupur and Kerala in search of work.l He reiterated that the

industry can operate the mines as long as they offer them a job in Ariyalur district.

12.Thiru.Vijay, R.S.Mathur, Union Secretary Naam Thamizhar Party

He began- by stating that there were many abandoned stone quarries in
Pudupalayam village in Alathiyur area which have not been closed. He said that there
was no evidence of groundwater source is the area and the people of that area have
kidney stone diseases including a 14-year-old boy and added that the air wasbeing
polluted as well.He reported that stone was being quarried from the mountains of
Kanyakumari and being smuggled to Kerala to build a port there. He stated that Arab
countfies which have crude oil offer jobs to everyone in the world and also sell crude oil
at a cheaper price but that was not the situation here. He said that there are 7 cement
plants in Ariyalur district and the district has industrial growth but questioned why
cement was not given at a lower price in Ariya]ur district. He said that Karaivetti Bird
Sanctuary was situated at a distance of 16 kilometers from the site and it was declared

a Ramsar site only 20 days ago. He also said that since the quarry operations were to



should not know the facts. He stated that they had fought for 12 years to bring this as a
law and reprimanded for not publishing the detailed report in Tamil. He stated that the
Power Point Presentation (PPT) that was exhibited had no details in it and hence asked
to cancel the meeting as the people could not understand completelyand express their
opinion intellectually. He also requested the District Administration and Pollution Control
Board that the 661-page report in English should be published in Tamil and the meeting
should continue thereafter. Further, the Village Administrative Officer had issued a
certificate stating that there are no houses within a 100m radius of the quarry site. The
Minor Minerals Rules, 1959 is the law book for minerals of all kinds. In Rule-36 Section
1(A)/A, the Act states that no quarry lease shall be granted within 300 meters of a
residential area, and no one can violate it, but the Village Administrative Officer has not
| only viclated the same and given a certificate that there is no house within 100 meters,
it is not only an offence under the law, it is also illegal. He also said that VAO has
conspired with the Industry and done so. He quoted an example where a First
Information Report (FIR) was registered against Village Administrative Officer
Muthuswarﬁy at Chindamanipatti Police Station in Karur for providing this kind of false
testimony to Kris.hnamurthy Limestone Quarry. immediately, the VAO filed a case
against the company staﬁng that the company had forged his signature. He also said
that the village map was not correct and clear and no statistics could be seen with it. It
was clear from Google Maps that there is a village at 209.78 meters on the western
edge of the site where the quarry is located and there is a village at 221 meters on the
southern side of the quarry and hence permission cannot be given legally. He said that
the quarry was inspected in July, August and September 2020 but the permission was
given by the State Environmental Impact Assessment Committee (SEIAA) in October
2020 before the permission was granted. He stated that the Air, water, soil quality
sampling report was valid for 3 years only and declared that the lastinvestigation was on
September 30, 2020, and today's date being 24/02/2024 would mean that it was almost
3 % years. He said that the meeting was being held based on this expired report and it

is a violation.

District Environmental Engineer :

He corrected that 3 years have been changed to 4 years and that it was available

in MoEF Notification and requested that he see it.

Mr. Mugilan, Coordinator,Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement, Karur

He also pointed out that 45 types of documents should be attached here but only
10 documents have been attached and the remaining 35 were missing. Further, he

declared that the site comes under 3 in seismic zone which is moderate risk area but it
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is mentioned as a low risk area. This is an earthquake-prone area and the area is likely

to become a desert.

He added that the TDS in the water ranges from 590 mg to 1330 mg, and if it is
200 mg, it is not suitable for drinking and if it is more than 500 mg, it should not be used
for agriculture. He said that the company Geo Exploration and Mining prepared the
mining plan and geological report and the documents for this are available here.
However the EIA report for the project was prepared by Eco Tech labs, and he asked
them to explain why there was a change in it. Ariyalur district is the most polluted area.
This project report hés been placed in violation of all the possible violations in Minor
Minerals Rules, 1959 rule-36. He stated that there are streams, brooks and different
types of water bodies, graveyards, and roads within 500 meters. He concluded that this
meeting wasa complete fraud and was being held using false evidence by the officials,
and therefore this Lease— 1, SF no. 144, 214 is illegal and in violation of the

Government rulesand permission should not be given to this quarry.

14. Mr. Tamizharasan, Agriculture Joint District Organizer, Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam,

He said that that this public hearing was being conducted toask the opinions of
its people to extract limestone in Pudupalayam.He stafed that the government had
acquired the land 50 years ago. Even though it is not dur place they ask our opinion
because our village is sitting in that area. They have certain laws in place for them to
quarryand limestone cannot be quarried outside of that law. Once upon a time, people
and farmers fought for jobs. But, the times have changed and today the environment
should not be polluted, mining should not cause accidents to the people of that érea and
the reason for this is that there are more than ten factories in Ariyalur district. Although
accidents have happened in many factories but this is not the case in Tamil Nadu
Cements Corporation.This limestone has been excavated since 1978. He thanked them
for providing some facilities to the general public till date without any minor damage or
disturbance to the public. If the people of that area benefit, the village will progress, the
youth will progress in the future, those families will be prosperous. he stated that there
is a difference between a private plant and a government cement plant, which is under
the direct purview of the Tamil Nadu government and therefore even a small mistake
would come to the attention of the government. He also requested that 10 or 15 villages
should be adopted and students be provided with education, bus facilities and purified

drinking water.

15. Mr. P. Thirugnanam, V. Kaikatti, Ariyalur,

It is not known why the District Collector did not attend this meeting. In Ariyalur

district since the 1990s limestone has been one of the most important minerals

10

-’



tréasured by various corporate companies and with a visionary idea to take them and
improve the economic development of the country and the economic development of
this district. Hewelcomed the project on behalf of the people of this area and behalf of
Patali Makkal Ka{si, Ariyalur. He added that the government that acquired the land in
1998 has not given them compensation due to various legal reasons. In this area,
private commercial companies are buying one acre land for a maximum of Rs 30 lakhs.
In the 1990s, the social activists agreed to give our lands to the Tamil Nadu Cement
Corporation for Rs 20,000, thinking that our generation would be better off and one
person would be employed at home. In Ariyalur district, none of the organizations that
have given employment to the farmers who have given them land are willing to publicly
publish the list. He said that even though the youth had protested in Anandwadi a year
or two ago, they had lost their livelihood and were living as refugees for more than 20
years. Further, he said that the economic growth of the country may be due to the
presence of corporate companies in his district, but the government officials did not
come forward to know the condition of the people. He said that corporate factories are
destroying our livelihood and advancing to improve the country's economy. When this
public hearing was announced many times and the public objected to it, the government
officials called the people of the area and negotiated smoothly and wrote in the notice
that they would give money and job guarantee for the same and pacified the people and
but what is the compUIsion to hold this meeting urgently today. He said that to date we
have filed a case in Madras High Court for the compensation money due to us.
Therefore, he concluded that this scheme was of no benefit to them and that the district

administration was deceiving them.

Finally, the District Environmenfal Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Ariyalur District informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and
queries of the public and reply by the project proponent are recorded through video
graphy / Audio and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact

Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai.

Further, 35 Number of petitions received during the public hearing meeting on
M/s.Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited for the proposed Lime kankar and
Limestone Quarry over an extent of 22.96.0 Ha at Pudupalayam Village are enclosed

herewith.

Further, no petitions of written representation were received in the O/o. District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District. It is also
informed that there is no E-mail received in the O/o. District EnvironmentaI‘Eng-ineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District from the public about the views /

comments / complaints on M/s.Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited for the
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proposed Lime kankar and Limestone Quarry over an extent of 22.96.0 Ha at

Pudupalayam project. ~

List of public who attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs,
Pen Drive and CD recorded with the Audio / Video of entire proceedings of public

hearing are enclosed herewith.
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