MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT
OF M/S. TAMILNADU CEMENTS CORPORATION LIMITED (ALANGULAM
LIMESTONE MINES-II), G.0.NO.871, LAKSHMIPURAM, GOPALAPURAM AND

VADAKARAI VILLAGES OF VEMBAKOTTAI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR
DISTRICT ON 22.02.2024, 12.00 NOON AT PERIYATHAI KANDASAMY KALYANA

MANDAPAM, 3/367-A, MANAVALAN THOTTAM, ALANGULAM VILLAGE,
RAJAPALAYAM VIA, VEMBAKOTTAI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT.

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

Revenue Divisional Officer
Sattur.

2 G. Ramaraj : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

| M. Sivakumar

3 D.M. Krishnababu : Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

4 P.Muthupandeeswari : Tahsildar,
Vembakottai Taluk.
Virudhunagar

5 V. Kalaijothi : Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar,

Public, Project proponent 116 Nos (List enclosed)

The public hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of
M/s.Tamilnadu Cements Corporation Limited (Alangulam Limestone Mines-II), G.0.No.871,
Lakshmipuram, Gopalapuram and Vadakarai Villages of Vembakottai Taluk, Virudhunagar
District was held at Periyathai Kandasamy Kalyana Mandapam, 3/367-A, Manavalan Thottam,
Alangulam Village, Rajapalayam Via, Vembakottai Taluk, Virudhunagar District. The District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar welcomed
the Revenue Divisional Officer, Sattur, other government officials, all general public and

project proponents who have attended the public hearing, He informed that the public



notices informing the conduct of Public Hearing was published in “Dinathanthi” and “The
New Indian Express” on 12.01.2024. He also informed that wide publicity was given
about the conduct of public hearing by circulating pamphlets in the nearby villages of the
project site. Further, he stated that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done
as per the guidelines issued under EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the District
Environmental Engineer stated that the project proponent will make a detailed presentation
on the proposed project and requested the public to express their views after completion of
the presentation. He added that the written complaints would also be received.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded
through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Sattur initiated the Public Hearing process. After
that, the District Environmental Engineer requested the pi'oject proponent to explain about
their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s.Tamilnadu Cements Corporation Limited (Alangulam Limestone Mines-II),
G.0.No.871 to the public along with Environmental Management Plan.

After that, the public has furnished their views with respect to the project as follows —

1.Thiru.Janagiraman, Vadagarai:

Thiru.Janagiraman said that earlier he worked in this cement plant. The cement plant is
functioning over an area of about 200 acres and this cement plant will be operational again if
the white stones are quarried. Further, he asked what will they do, if black stone are mined.
He said that, earlier 1800 workers and 300 contract workers worked in this cement plant; but
now it is not in operation, So, this project should be approved to develop this cement plant

operation.



2. Thiru.Mariyappan, Kurinchiyapatti:

Thiru.Mariyappan said that the welcomes this mining activity since this will be beneficial
for cement plant and their village. Further, he asked for a clarification regarding end use of
mined stones from this quarry. Also, said that if the limestone quarried is transported to other
places for manufacturing of cement, we will conduct protest on behalf of our group. He also
asked why the details of conducting meeting was not informed to public representatives. Then
how the common people know about this meeting.

3. Thiru.Kannan, Sivalingapuram:

Thiru.Kannan said that the entire locations of this mining activity belongs to their village.
He said that already more than 2500 peoples were employed in this mining and cement plants.
There will be no pollution due to this project. We will get employment opportunities only if
the cement plant is under operation. He welcomed this project.

4. Thiru.Benatic, Mathakovilpatti:

Thiru.Benatic said that except few, all are local public who are all here. Further, said
that our village people have no alternative business and this mining activity must be approved.
He also demanded compensation to the families of those who died in the Vembakottai fire
crackers unit. He also welcomed this project.

5.Thiru.Selvaraj, Melur, Madurai District:

Thiru.Selvaraj said that he also worked in the quarry previously and he knows well about
its advantages and dis-advantages of mining operation. He also said that many Rules and
Regulation have been established to avoid Environmental Impact in quarries. Further, he said
that there was no prior proper intimation about this meeting to the local people and he comes to
the meeting after knowing it through the website. He also said that generally no air quality
monitoring survey is conducted in any quarries, seismic data monitoring is not carried out and

fencing is not erected properly. He also informed that the quarries are being operated even




after the expiry of the mining approval period. Further, he said that details of industries within
10 km radius are not furnished. He also said terms of reference issued is not in our mother
tongue and there is no details about hydrological study. He also said that there is no adequate
green belt and proper procedures are not followed up in quarries for blasting. He also said that
Vembakottai dam is located at a distance of 4.5 km and Alangulam village is nearer to the site.

Hence permission should not be given to this project.

6.Mr.Sadhuragiri, Viduthalai Siruthai Munnetra Kazhagam:

Mr.Sadhuragiri said that when this cement plant is not operational, it was taken up by
plant safety committee to carry out the functions of cement plant. There is no harm due to this
project and our village became a town due tﬁ the operation of cement plant and educated
graduates got get employment. Hence, he welcomed this project.

After that, since no one came forward to give view on the project, the Revenue
Divisional Officer, Sattur invited the public to offer their further more views if any. Even
after that, no one came forward to give any opinion. Finally, the District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has narrated the proceedings of

the public hearing conducted. He also thanked all and requested to furnish their views if any in

written.
With this, the meeting came to the end.
)™ ‘: 9/2 L2002y ) 4/\
District Environmental Engineer, R Di¥isional Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Sattur,
Virudhunagar Virudhunagar District.
Enclosures:

1. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 9 — pages, 116 persons)
2. Videograph of public hearing meeting (CD format)
3. Copy of Public Notices (both Tamil & English).
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