Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted on 23.02.2023 at 10.30 a.m. at
Surya Mahal, Kavathar Taluk, Thoothukudi District for the proposed
Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry namely M/s. A.Shahul Hameed Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 258/1B1B. Chettikurichi Village, Kavathar
Taluk, Thoothukudi District (Project — P1) and M/s. Shree Selvi Chambers
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry., S.F.No.255/2A, 256/8A, 8B, 9, 10A, 10B,
257/3A &3B, Chettikurichi Village, Kayathar Taluk, Thoothukudi District
(Project-P2).

Participants:

1. | Tmt.A.Marimuthu Special District Revenue Officer
(ISRO-Land acquisition),
Tiruchendur

2. | Thiru. J. Hamoneth Joesun M.Tech, | District Environmental Engineer(a/c),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi.

3. | Project  Proponent  and her | As per Attendance Register
representatives and the public (A copy of the Attendance Register is
attached in Annexure - II).

At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer (a/c), Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Thoothukudi welcomed the esteemed Special District Revenue
Officer, Tiruchendur who was present to preside over the public hearing meeting
and also welcomed the project proponent and their representatives and all the
public who were present to attend the public hearing meeting and explained the
purpose of the meeting and also about the project. The details about the project
were then explained on behalf of the Proponent by the representative of the
project. After this the public expressed their views.

1. Following are the views expressed by the public during the Public Hearing
meeting:

1. Thiru. Manika Raja, President, Kayathar Panchayat Union, Kayathar

% The villages in Kayathar Panchayat Union will be developed due to the
establishment of Quarries in Chettikurichi village

% Basic needs as like road facilities and drinking water facilities to the nearby
villages are provided from the royalty amount received from the quarries.

< Due to the increase in water in these quarry pits, water level also increases
in nearby wells.

%+ People are happy as the employment has been provided to more than
hundreds of peoples in the villages.

< The Panchayat President and the village people are present here.

<% This quarry does not create any nuisance to the people and the quarries are
operated as per the Government norms.



< Some persons are defaming these quarries through social media platform
for their selfish reasons.

< The Panchayat President, Councillors and Government officials are in a
place to provide the basic facilities to the people. But some of the
petitioners do not allow the people to get benefited.

< All the common public peoples of the town who have come to this public
hearing meeting welcome the proposal of these quarries.

% He assured that the proposed quarries will not cause any harm to the village
or the public.

% He said that no protest or law and order problem has been created among
the people due to the quarries due to the operation of the quarry so far.

¢ I inform the authorities that there are no problems created by these quarries.

% You can ask the Panchayat President and the Councillors about these
quarries.

. Thiru. S.P.Muthuraman, Environmental activist, Tirunelveli District.

¢ Whether these two mines are owned by the same owner or by two different
owners?

¢+ On what basis, TNPCB is conducting a single public hearing for these two
quarries?

%+ This is the first time that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board is
conducting a single public hearing for two different proponents together.

¢ Whether these two quarries belong to same company or different
companies? Now I should speak about which quarry?

¢ Have these two quarries received ToR separately?

% M/s. India Cement has conducted individual public hearings for all the five
quarries at different timings, occasions, days etc.,

¢ Executive Summary and draft EIA report was uploaded on the website of
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in Tamil and English without the
annexures. How can [ know the details of these quarries without the
annexures?

%* The mining plan is also not uploaded on the website. As this public hearing
meeting is not properly conducted as per norms, it should be cancelled.

. Mr. Krishnasamy, Chettikurichi, Panchayat Council President

% The livelihood of this village has increased after the establishment of this
quarry.
%* More than 100 people of this village got employment.

** During the Corona period, various helps such as conducting medical
camps, drinking water arrangements were provided.

* Before the arrival of these quarries, our village was in very poor condition.
The roads which were damaged during the implementation of JJM Scheme



were repaired with funds received from the mines only after the arrival of
these quarries,

¢ This quarry only improves the livelihood of our village and there is no
other impact.

¢ It is the people only from other districts who oppose these quarries. But the
local people welcome the proposed quarries.

%+ The owners of these quarries provide all the facilities seeked by us. They
also conducted an eye treatment camps in our village.

. Mr.Peer Mohaideen, Kavathar.

¢ This Kayathar village is a very backward village which has developed
recently and there are no big industries here.

+» Government local bodies do not have much revenue whereas these quarries
will generate revenue for the government.

% People can benefit only if such industries are allowed to set up.
% So I completely welcome the proposal of these quarries.
% This creates opportunities for establishing small stores to big workshops.

< Government officials should protect the law. People cannot quantify and
identify the source of pollution. We are also aware of the problems caused
by vehicles. So the government authorities should pay some attention to
ensure that there is no disturbance to the public and allow such quarries to
operate.

5. Mrs.Tamilselvi, Chettikurichi Village, Kayathar.

% There is no disturbance to our village due to this quarry.

< They provided employment to the youth of our village who were
unemployed during the Corona period.

< The livelihood of the villagers has been enhanced due to this quarry.

% They provide support for education, medical facilities and road
maintenance, etc.

% As there are no industries in this Kayathar village, these quarries will
provide many benefits.

Mr. Lathif, Chettikurichi Village, Kayathar.

% This quarry will increase the industrial resources in the village.

< The raw materials will be easily available to the small scale entrepreneurs
and also many people will get job opportunities.

% So there is no objection to the proposed quarries.

Mr. Balamuruegan, North KonnarKottai, Kavathar.

% I have been working in this quarry for the past six years.

< This quarry has not caused any disturbance to the peoples in my village and
nearby Chettikurichi village.



« These quarries will generate employment opportunities.

% As expected by the people, the quarry management sprinkles water on t!
roads regularly to control the dust emission.

» Only because of setting up such industries, the people will be benefited.

8. Mr.Sanglipandi, North Konnarkottai, Kavathar.

» We had to travel 40km for away from my place to work previously. But
for the past 6 years, more than hundred people are happily working in this
quarry without any problem.

9. Mr.Sanglipandian, South Konnarkottai, Kayathar.

% 1 recommended the proposed quarries.

10. Mr.Muthuraj, North Konnarkottai, Kayathar.

% Due to the arrival of these quarries, job opportunities such as vehicle
drivers were created.

% After the situation of decrease in employment during the Corona period,
this quarry has brought many benefits to the families residing here.

< We are happy with the arrival of these quarries.

11. Mrs. Maheshwari, Chettikurichi, Kavathar.

< In M/s. Selvi Chamber quarry, other district people were found to be
working. So I request you to give priority for the educated and uneducated
local villagers for employment.

12.Mr. Vaikundamani, South Konar Fort, Gayathar.

*“* Many of our family members were unemployed and have worked in other
districts with minimum salary. So we could not set up adequate facilities
for our children's studies.

< But after going to work in these quarries for the past 6 years, our family is
growing up.

< After getting a job in this quarry, we can provide adequate facilities for our
children's studies also.

> More than 20 families working as Drivers in this quarry have developed
their livelihood.

** This quarry does not cause any disturbance to our villagers.
%* So I welcome this project.

13 .Mr. Muthupandi, Manjanambiginaru, Kavathar.

% Due to this quarry there is no disturbance in employment, food and
monthly income for our villagers.

< All our families are wealthy without any problems.

% Only because of setting up such industries, the people will be benefited.



14.Mr. S.K.Arumairaj, District Secretary, Tamil Nadu All Farmers
Association, Thoothukudi.

¢+ This Kayathar village is a very backward, arid and non-agricultural area.
So there is a need for an alternative industry here.

% As per the demand of people. local people should be given priority in
employment.

% This quarry should be operated so as not to create any vehicular traffic that
affects the agriculture.

II. Concluding remarks by the District Environmental Engineer (a/c).

The District Environmental Engineer (a/c) consolidated about the support
received regarding the establishment of quarries, such as employment
opportunities, economic and livelihood growth, giving priority to local people in
job opportunities and also the objection raised regarding the non-availability of
annexures along with the draft EIA in the TNPCB website, conducting a single
public hearing for two different proponents. Then the meeting was concluded by
thanking all those who have attended and said that the minutes of the meeting will
be sent to SEIAA through the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Head office.

IIL The views/comments received from the public in writing (20 Nos) in support
of this project are enclosed herewith (Annexure-III).

IV. The views/comments received in writing through this office from Thiru.
S.P.Muthuraman, Environmental activist, Tirunelveli District against this
proposed project and requesting not to conduct this public hearing is enclosed
herewith (Annexure - IV).

The following documents are enclosed herewith in connection with the public
hearing:

1. Compact Discs (CD) consisting of the Recorded Video (2-Nos) of the
entire public hearing proceedings (Annexure — I).

2. List of participants who attended the public hearing (Annexure — II).

3. Written views/comments received in support of this project (Annexure —
IIT).

4. The views/comments received in writing against this project and requesting
not to conduct this public hearing is enclosed herewith (Annexure —IV).

District Enyironmental Engineer(a/c), Special Pistri enue Officer
Tamil Nadp Pollution Control Board, (ISRO-Land acquisition),
Thoothukudi. Tiruchendur
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