TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY SELVARAJ ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL
QUARRY - IN CLUSTER FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF 3.66.0
HECTARE LOCATED AT S.F. NOS. 860/1, 860/2A (PART), 861/1 and 861/2,
MUDALIPALAYAM VILLAGE, KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT,
TAMILNADU STATE, HELD ON 28.11.2024 AT 10.00 AM IN PALANI ARULMIGU
THANDAYUTHAPANI SWAMY THIRUKOIL PATHAYATHIRAI BAKTHARGAL
THANGUM MANDAPAM, KANGEYAM - DHARAPURAM ROAD, UTHIYUR,
KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT

PROJECT NAME:

M/s. A. SELVARAJ ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY, over an extent of 3.66.0
Ha located at SF NO. 860/1, 860/2A (P), 861/1 and 861/2, at Mudalipalyam Village,
Kangeyam Taluk, Tiruppur District.

PARTICIPANTS:

1 Mr. A. Felix Raja :  Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharapuram, Tiruppur District.
2. Dr. M. Senthil Kumar . District Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pdllution Control Board,
~ Tiruppur North
3. Mr. S. Bharathiraja : Assistant Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North
4. Dr. P. Ramesh ' . Assistant Envirdnmental Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

, Tiruppur North
5. Mr. MAAM. Mannar Thippu : Assistant Engineer
Sulthan ‘ Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North
6. Mr. T. Shankaranarayanan . . Assistant Engineer

Tamil Nadu Poliution Control Board,
Tiruppur North



7. Proprietor : Mr. A Selvaraj Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry

9. Mr. M. Sheik Navaas . Project Consultant
Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem, Tamil Nadu

9. Public . 81 Numbers. (Attendance register

enclosed).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North:

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), welcomed the
Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, who was presiding over the public hearing.
The hearing was attended by members of the public who came to register their
opinions, environmental volunteers, government officials, police officers, and quarry
owners involved in the proposed quarry. The hearing pertained to M/s. A. Selvaraj
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry that are seeking Environmental Clearance (EC) from
the Ministry Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of
India. '

The DEE emphasized that, as per the Environmental Impact Assessment
Notification 2006, issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), prior Environmental Clearance is required for eight types of projects listed
in the notification. Some of these projects must also conduct a public hearing before
receiving clearance. Accordingly, M/s. Selvaraj Rough Stone and Gravel quarry over an
extent of 3.66.0 hectare area has applied for prior Environmental Clearance, and this

public hearing was convened in connection with their applications.

The DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, also stated that a public notice regarding
the hearing had been published in the Dinamalar and The New Indian Express
newspapers on 16.10.2024, as per the rule that requires such notices to be published at
least 30 days prior to the public hearing. Banners regading this meeting were already
placed in the Mudalipalayam and Thayampalayam Village areas, and press notice

regarding this meeting was distributed among the nearerb public in this village.

He further informed thaf the project consultant would present the details of the
project and the Environmental Imp‘act Assessment (EIA) through a PowerPoint
presentation on behalf of the proprietors of the Selvaraj Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry.
After the presentation, the public and environmental volunteers would be allowed to
express their views about the project either in writing or orally. The entire proceedings of
this public hearing will be audio and video recorded and submitted to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for further action. DEE, also, requested
that those registering their views orally mention their name and address and ensure that

their opinions were concise and clear. Following these remarks, the DEE, TNPCB,
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Tiruppur North, requested the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram to preside over
the meeting. '

Revenue Divisional Officer:

First of all, 1 would like to welcome everyone to this meeting. The Environmental
Engineer has explained in detail the terms of reference of this meeting, its purpose, and
how it will be held. Based on his comments, | would like to ask the public to summarize
their views. Before that, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, asked the project

consultant to give his presentation regarding the project.

Project Consultant, GeoExploration and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamil Nadu:

He welcomed the gathered for the public hearing meeting and explained the
details of the project as mentioned below

Introduction of the project

Location Map of the project area

Satellite Image of project area for a radius of 500m.
Availability of source and product details

Current quarry details within a 500m radius
Location map within 10 Km Radius

Land classification around 10 Km radius.

© N o o~ b=

Baseline Data

©

Google map view of Soil sample & Water samples collected locations
10. Google map view of Air Quality monitored locations ‘

11. Results of Air Sample Analysis

12. Google map view of Ambient Noise level monitored locations

13. Results of Ambient Noise level monitored

14. Expected Environmental Impact and Mitigation Measures

15. Environmental Impact Assessment.

16. Expected Environmental Noise Impact and Mitigation Measures

17. Advantage of the project

18. Conclusion |

A copy of power point presentation is also enclosed.

Following this, the District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB), Tiruppur North, invited the public to express their views and
comments regarding this project. He asked those registering their views orally to clearly
state their names and which village they belonged to. He also stated that the entire
proceeding of the public hearing would be recorded through audio and videography,

and the recording would be submitted to the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) of Tamil Nadu.

Accordingly, the public expressed their following views.
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. Mr. Banuchandar, Nathakattuputhur _

He stated that he lives near the quarry. The facilities needed by the community
and the trees around the premises are well maintained. The required facilities are
being provided, and therefore, there is no objection to the establishment of this
quarry.

. Mr. Sripathy, Thayampalayam

He expressed no objection to the quarry project, highlighting that it provides
numerous benefits to the general public, schools, and hospitals. Additionally, the
project creates employment opportunities for people in nearby villages, which is why
there is no opposition to the quarry.

. Mr. Rajamani, Mudalipalayam

He stated that the crusher provides employment opportunities for everyone in the
vicinity. Construction materials such as M-sand, boulders, and blue metal jellies are
consistently made available for building houses and other structures in the area.
Trees are being planted along the roads, and the panchayat generates revenue from
the project. Therefore, he welcomed the quarry project.

. Mr. Manoj, Nezhali

As a trading business owner, he mentioned that the quarry provides materials for
his business, which significantly helps him. His business employs 10 drivers, and he
said that there is no trouble with the establishment of the quarry, as it is beneficial for
them.

. Mr. Rajesh Kumar, Mudalipalayam

He stated that being close to the crusher results in lower prices for jelly.
Furthermore, more trees are being planted, and the quarry doing a lot of good for the
nearby schools and hospitals. Hence, there is no objection to the establishment of
the quarry.

. Mr. Periyasamy, Vattamalai

He remarked that this crusher was introduced to the area about 40 years ago
and has since benefited the public through various social welfare schemes. The
quarry owners have consistently addressed social issues, public problems, and
drought situations. For example, during a severe drought, drinking water was
distributed door-to-door using tractors without any objection or hesitation. The quarry
has also provided support to nearby hospitals and schools.

He suggested planting more trees around the premises to prevent the spread of
smoke and dust. He also raised concerns about the condition of panchayat roads
due to the movement of crusher trucks and urged the government to implement legal
schemes to improve road quality. He recommended covering crusher materials
during transport to avoid public inconvenience. Furthermore, he emphasized the
need for the crusher industry to expand and create more employment opportunities

in the region.



7. Mr. Yogeswaran, Tammareddipalayam
He stated that the proximity of the quarry ensures that jelly, sand, and stones are
available at low prices, enabling the government to provide free housing for the poor.
He praised the quarry owners for offering basic amenities such as toilet facilities,
compound walls, sports equipment, and an RO system for drinking water in schools
serving underprivileged children.

He highlighted additional contributions, such as providing drinking water and road
facilities to the primary health center, which serves 500 to 1,000 patients daily. Paver
block facilities have also been introduced. The Thayampalayam School received a
building with a compound wall and computer facilities, while construction is

underway to build a protective wall for the hostel accommodating BC students.

He appreciated the large-scale plantation efforts and the regular watering of
plants to conserve natural resources and prioritize environmental protection. During
previous droughts, the quarry owners supplied drinking water daily to households
using tractors. The gram panchayat benefits significantly from mining funds,
receiving at least Rs.60 to Rs.70 fakh annually, which supports basic needs such as
roads, drinking water, buildings, and streetlights. He concluded by stating that the
crusher fulfills the basic needs of the people without causing any adverse impacts.

8. Mr. Sridhar Ruthirakumar, Suryanallur

He began by recalling Gandhiji'é statement that India's economy is based on
villages. He emphasized that, in the current situation, where villagers are struggling
with poverty due to failed rains, industries like this quarry can help develop rural
areas. During a recent severe water shortage, the crusher, though not located within
the Suryanallur panchayat, provided significant assistance by supplying drinking
water to the poor and needy.

He highlighted the contribution to the Thayampalayam Primary Health Centre,
which, under Dr. Manoharan's leadership, had ranked first at both the state and
nationalklevels. Medical equipment worth Rs.10 lakh, allocated from the mining fund
by the District Collector, was used to procure surgery and scan equipment for the
center. Additionally, a borewell and submersible motors were provided to the health

center and nearby habitations to address'drinking water shortages.

Although he expressed a desire for such industries to be established within his
village, he acknowledged the benefits of having them in nearby panchayats, which
support the general public and the poor. He urged the government to incentivize
such industries and start operations promptly. He concluded by stating that the
Suryanallur Panchayat has no objections to the quarry and requested the Revenue
Divisional Officer and District Environmental Engineer to facilitate the establishment

of similar quarries in their panchayat.



9.

Mr. Bharthi, Kundadam

He noted that it is challenging for gra'duates from his hometown to find job
opportunities in outside town, making local work and education is more appealing.
The crusher industry has created numerous job opportunities for both educated and
uneducated individuals, including roles such as JCB operators and truck drivers,
who receive goocd wages. Additionally, the planting of greenery around the crusher
ensures no harm to the environment. He stated that there are no issues with the

crusher.

10.Mr. Sudhakar, Uthupalayam

1.

He stated that the crusher industry ensures the uninterrupted availability of
materials needed for roads and construction. Additionally, road facilities funded by
the mineral fund benefit the area. Approximately 100 to 200 families directly and
indirectly benefited from the industry. Hence, he expressed no objections.

Mr. Karunakaran, Mudalipalayam

He stated that the quarry operation has no adverse impacts. It helps provide
construction materials like jalli and M-sand at affordable prices for poor and needy
villagers under government schemes. He reiterated that the crusher has no negative

effects.

12.Mr. Periyasamy, Vattamalaipalayam

He affirmed that the crusher operation has no adverse impact and expressed no

objections to the business.

13.Mr. Marimuthu, Thayampalayam

He mentioned that 40 children, including single-parent children, studying in the
Thayampalayam government school. During a severe drought two years ago, the
quarry owners provided free water, which the are;a now accesses through borewells.
He highlighted the proximity of the school’s hostel to the highway, which poses a
safety risk. For the past' three months, they have demanded to construction of a
compound wall for the hostel, and he urged its completion within the year to ensure
student safety. He concluded by stating that the quarry has been very helpful for the

school, hostel, and hospital.

14.Mr. Sakthivel, Sengodampalayam

He stated that his agricultural farmland is located near the quarry, and he has no
issues with the quarry’s operation. He noted that the panchayat generates revenue
from the quarry and that construction materials like jelly and sand are sold at low
prices. He also mentioned that his poultry farm and business benefited from the

availability of low-cost construction materials. He expressed no concerns about the

quarry.

15.Mr. Somasundaram, Kallipalayam

He remarked that with the operation of the quarry, surrounding villages can

access raw materials for road and building construction at low prices. He



commended the quarry owners for addressing public issues and prioritizing
environmental protection. He concluded by stating that there were no objections to

the quarry’s operation.

16.Mukilan, Chennimalai, Coordinator of Tamii Nadu Environment Protection
Movement

The Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement extended greetings and
felicitations to the newly appointed Revenue Divisional Officer and the District
Environmental Engineer, who were conducting the public hearing meeting for M/s.
Selvaraj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry is located at SF. No. 860/1, 860/2A (Part),
861/1 & 861/2, Mudalipalayam Village, Kangeyam Taluk, Tiruppur District. The
meeting was jointly organized by the Tiruppur District Administration and the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board. Officers of various departments, including the
Pollution Controi Board, Revenue Department, Police Department, social activists
concerned about environmental issues, villagers, quarry owners, quarry workers,

and journalists, were welcomed.

An introduction was provided by Mukilan, the Coordinator of the Tamil Nadu
Environmentai Protection Movement, wherein his association with the Thiru.
Sagayam Committee and the Granite Abuse Investigation Committee, along with his
active participation in efforts to protect Tamil Nadu’s natural resources, were
conveyed. It was emphasized that the public hearing was not intended to base
decisions on majority opinion but rather to address the environmental, social, and

legal concerns linked to the proposed quarry project.

Concerns relating to air, water, soil, and noise pollution, as well as the potential
impact on biodiversity, were raised. It was noted that the Environmental impact
Assessment (EIA) report, comprising nearly 300 pages, had detailed socio-economic
impacts and mitigation measures proposed by the project proponents. However,
questions were posed regarding the legality and enforceability of the mitigation

measures outlined in the report, as well as their alignment with environmental laws.

The compliance of the EIA report with Section 36 of the Minor Mineral
Concession Rules, 1959, which mandates a minimum distance of 300 meters from
houses, temples, or government structures, was questioned. A certificate had been
issued by the Mudalipalayam Village Administrative Officer that no such structures
existed within the prescribed distance. However, it was pointed out that a temple
situated at SF No. 850 was located within 280 meters of the quarry site, as verified
through Google Maps and field measurements. Similarly, concerns were raised
about the proximity of a house situated approximately 300 meters to the northeast of
the quarry site. Government records, including village maps and field sketches, were
referred to for the substantiation of these claims.



Not only that, this temple is facing southeast direction. Similarly, this
~environmental consultant has surveyed and mentioned in its EIA report at page
number 91 that there is a house within 300 meters in the north-east direction. It has
also been mentioned in the government documents and project report that there is a
house and a temple within 300 meters radius. When we say houses in general, not
every house is a house. Building only RCC house does not mean house. Houses
shall mean those houses which have been constructed with the approval of the
Panchayat Council or which have received DTCP approval, even if they are
indicated in the revenue department documents of the government, especially in the
village map, field map, A-register. It doesn't matter if it's a tiled house or a cement
sheet house. On this basis both the aforesaid temple and house are in the
government records. Many of the houses may have been destroyed but remain on
the village map. Because the village maﬂp was prepared between 1979 and 1985.
He said that even if the houses are in ruins, even if the Natham residents, it will be
counted

A circular has been issued to many districts regarding house and housing layout.
This is Erode District Circular. The Assistant Director has instructed all Surveyors in
the Land Survey Department. In this, if the house recorded in the UDR and Natham
land survey registers is dilapidated or demolished, it should be recorded as originally
marked and the approved house, housing layout, odai, path recognized in the stone
quarry related distance survey report should be checked against the village map,
field map, A-register. It is ordered to be provided. This has been ordered by Erode
District Collector on September 2. Similar instructions have been imposed in
Namakkal and Karur districts. So as far as this house is concerned, as it is a

government approved house, no permission can be given for that quarry.

Apart from this, if there is a cart way and footpath, then the quarrying work
should be carried out at a distance of 10 meters. There are cart ways in two places.
It is in the place of the government land and also in the patta land. Many people
think that quarrying can be done if the cart way is in the patta land. There is a cart
way inside the quarry site at SF No. 860/2 A (part). There is also a cart way in the
SF No. 861/2. This is in the topo sketch and also in the computer FMB. Sﬁnilarly, the
ladder FMB maintained in the office of the Village Administrative Officer on page 74
also has this cart way. And what if there's cart way? What if there is an odai? That is

the patta land and how can it be said that it is wrong to set up quarries on it.

He said that, the Assistant Commissioner, Land Survey, in his Right to
Information (RTI) reply, though the extent of the land has been mentioned as
"geological path and geological odai" as per Section 15 of the Revenue Order (Ms)
No. 26, these are owned by the Government though on patta land. It has been

clearly stated that the Tahsildar has the power to remove any encroachment. Then



there should be no odai, path, cart way or footpath within the patta land. But here it
is within the quarry field. '

- The result of this is that the velampatti tollbooth building, which was a major
problem in our district, was bought and built on patta land and now it has been
demolished. Similarly, the district administration has informed that the carbon
company in Ponnapuram, Dharapuram, has encroached on the odai on the Patta
land and constructed a building, which has become a law and order problem and
should be removed. Therefore, the location of Selvaraj stone quarry is encroached
on the cart way which is the property of the government and accordin.g to the
government documents permission cannot be granted for the quarry.

Similarly, if there is a EB line or a Low Tension EB line, a distance of 50 meters
should be maintained as per the Minor Mineral Concession Rules. A EB line runs
along the southern boundary of this site below SF No. 861. He aiso said that ohly 45
meters have been left for the EB line in SF No. 848 which is shown in computer
FMB.

There is no mention of an EB line in any memorandum. In our district at
Vengalapalayam, Palanisamy stone quarry has been stopped as the EB line was
within 50 meters. Even after the permission was granted, it was canceled. So this
new quarry has an EB line within 50 meters before seeking perfnission. So if we say
that we are doing quarrying 50 meters away, otherwise we are relocating the EB
line, it is correct. But given the mining plan and all the authorities have given
evidence, as there is an EB line at 45 meters, the reality is that this quarry cannot be

allowed according to iaw.

Similarly, the Indian Electricity Act clearly states that 300 meters should be kept
between high-voltage towers and HT lines above 650 watts. Now many quarries are
taking action based on it. The HT line of the high-voltage tower is affected when an
explosion occurs. Also, there is a chance that the EB wire might fall off. If it falls like
that, it affects humans, cattle and all living things. This is stated in Section 83/2 of
the Indian Electricity Act 1956. He said that quarrying cannot be permitted legally as
there are such conditions around this quarry

It has been clearly shown in the EIA report on page no 76 that the village is
within 500 meters radius. In the EIA report they said 510 meters but when we look at
the field map it is 480 meters. Also, in the EIA report, it is seen that there are houses
within 320 meters on the road leading to Uthiyur - Dharapuram. This is the report
given by the project consultant. ‘Similarly, they have shown that there are houses
within 500 meters in the northern side as well. There is only one house within 300

meters near the quarry. But he pointed out that this village comes within 500 meters.

In this village there is an overhead tank and a borewell are available.Provision of

water supply by water pumping systems of local bodies, Central or State

9



Government departments or any of the primary bodies such as Tamil Nadu Water
Supply and Drainage Board. A water supply system means an upper:level tank,
lower-level tank everything. So within 500 meters there is a borewell and an

overhead water tank is located.Therefore, granting permission for quarry is illegal.

Also, temporary workers’ quarters should not be within 300 meters of the quarry.
(Temporary Labours Shed). It can be a permanent building or a temporary building.
There should be no human habitation within 300 meters. On 5" May seven to eight
people were dead in an explosion at a quarry in Aviyur in Virudhunagar district. All of
them were habituated within 300 meters. That's why they have these rules. Whether
there are houses around this quarry or whether there are temporary workers'
quarters are mentioned by Assistant Director.Mines in various procedural orders.
Therefore, the SEIAA cannot grant legal permission for this quarry as the various

temporary worker habitation is within 300 meters.

Googlle Maps is now available as a document. If you look at this Google map,
there are houses at 144 meters, 153 meters, 199 meters and 268 meters in the
northwest from the quarry site. All these are show in Google map document.The
quarry >shown inthe Google map are with proper latitude and longitude. He said that

all these are Google images, which are scientific and authentic.

So, there are houses and a temple near the Selvaraj quarry, the cart way is
inside the quarry site. The EB line is within 50 meters, the HT line is within 300
meters, there are water tanks and borewells within 500 meters and there are
workers shed at the quarry site. This is shown in the Google images. Hence, this

cannot be permitted by law.

For quarry activity only 10 tones of load is permitted in rural roads. 10 tons
means it's includes the weight of the tractor.If the same is violated means a fine of
Rs 20,000 may be imposed for each violation. On our instructions, name boards
have been placed in many panchayats. If overloaded vehicles are seized by local
transport officials, they will be caught and fined.For laying roads by either panchayat
administration, state government or central government, 20 percent of the tax money
of the people is spent. But if you ask whether the admissible weight goes on the

roads where 20 percent of the tax amount is spent it is not. -

Because a road that should last for 8 years gets damaged in just three months.
At present the Kangeyam - Chennimalai road has damaged in a month. As per the
rule on State and National Highways, the truck should carry as follows for a six-
wheeled truck, its 18 tons, for 10-wheeled truck, it's 28 tons, for 12-wheel truck, it's
36 tons and for 16-wheel truck, it's 48 tons only admissible to carry. But on rural
roads they carry 96 tonnes. Thus, in many places of Tiruppur district, especially

Kodangipalayam and Sukkampalayam villages, he said that more than 3 crore
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rupees have been imposed as fines and income has been deposited to the
government.

Moreover, in the Hon'ble Supreme Court Contempt pettion 2023. the former
Minister of Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari, in his order, has given the
Transport Commissioner at the state level to all the cities as to what action should
be taken if the maximum of ten tons is going on the rural roads. Further, as per the
directions of the Transport Commissioner, Tamil Nadu, action should be taken
against overloaded trucks under Sections 110, 113, 114 and 194 of the Indian Motor
Vehicles Act.

If any damage has been caused to the public property it shouid be registered
under the nonbailable case. Not only this, the registration of the vehicle should be
canceled. According to the law, the driver's license must be revoked. The maximum

load permited on the national highways is 48 tonnes and there are no roads to carry
100 tonnes of load.

From the transport department, they have given how many tons each vehicle has
to carry. For the construction of one kilometer national highway from Rs 5 crore to
210 crore rupees are spent and for state highways from Rs 3 crore to 10 crore
rupees are spent. Rural roads cost between Rs 50 lakh and Rs 2 crore. This is

people's money. The roads were damaged as the vehicles were not carrying the
admissible weight. '

We can't question anyone if it is legally operated. However, according to
Government law, this is not the case. For the green belt, it is 200 trees per acre to
plant. If it is 3.66.0 hectares, almost 9 acres that means the quarry owner has to
plant 1,800 trees. If he has been quarrying for 30 years already, how many trees
have been planted here means there is nothing. All the other things are done here.
This is a new one. It's always been the law. When they start quarrying, they get
permission to plant local trees like aal, fig, neem, pungen, poovarasu, etc.In the
project report the quarry owners assures to spent certain amount for green belt

development but in real they are not developing green belt around the quarrys.

He said that there is also a history of canceling the permission of the
Ramakrishna stone quarry in Kodangipalayam by District Collector Mr. Vineeth in

September 2022 for not developing Green belt around his quarry. So we need to
sort all this out.

In the EIA report they have mentioned that they will lay wire fencing at a cost of
Rs 300 per meter. The Honorable Chief Secretary Shivdas Meena in his order dated
July 2023 has instructed to take survey on how many quarries have erected wire
fencing around the quarry both functioning and closed quarries in Tamil Nadu and
he has ordered that the entire quarry area should be wire fenced by 31.08.2023.
Even after a year later, many quarries do not have wire fences.
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Due to this so many people are dieing every day in Tamil Nadu.As commited by
the quarry owner they never used to put up a wire fence for Rs 300 per meter. But in
practice it doesn't work that way. It is estimated that 350 people where dead during
last year alone due to this. However, the death of goats and cows are
unaccounted.In this area Agriculture and cattle farms are the major occupations.If all
these mines were not wire fenced, the owners of the quarries were fully responsible
for the damage caused. |

In the case of explosives, as per law it should be exploded between 1:00 pm and
2.00 pm. if this is been violated the concern person may be prosecuted according to
law. The time for quarrying activity is only from 7 am to 5 pm.After 5 p.m blasting /
loading or unloading work should not be carried out. All the quarrying activity Work
should be completed by 5:00 pm. That's the law. He said that but the rules were not
being followed any where.

Also, only Nonel explosives should be exploded in the quarry. But to extract more
rocks 100 holes are exploded simultaneously, while exploading in this way there
chances for an earthquake.The rule is that a hole must be spaced 4 feet (1.2 m)
apart in a zig-zag formation and detonated once in every 28 seconds between an
explosion and another explosion. But in practice it is not so. In the last year alone,
about 8-9 people have died due to this kind of blast in our district. He requested the
quarry owners, supporters of quarrying and the public to work with awareness from

now on.

This is the route taken by the earthquake that occurred on August 26 last month
from near the Collectorate complex in Rakkiyapalayam, Tiruppur to Aravakurichi. All
the buildings were shaked by the earthquake and video proofs for the same is also
available.In this regard, we have requested the District Collector to control the
explosive in proper manner. Otherwise, the reality is that the district collector's office
will be get affected. There have been five earthquakes in Dindigul district and two in
Karur district. He added that Tiruppur district is one of the most vulnerable areas to

earthquakes.

Quarrying of rocks at 10 feet to 20 feet depth is not a problem. But when it is
carried out at a depth of 45 feet, 50 feet and 200 feet depth with and without
~permission forms gap between the rocks. Such an incident was the reason for the

landslide in Wayanad.

As identified by the ISRO, Government of India 146 places in Tamil Nadu are
identified as dangerous places, out of which our district is one of the dangerous
districts prone to landslides. We don't want to stop a business. But the question is

whether it is legal. He also demanded that it should be regularised.
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Also, this quarry is not an old quarry that has just been licensed. But our
suspicion is that in the PPT and map given by them about the field where the quarry
could be located, minerals have already been mined in the southwestern part of the
quarry site. Our question is whether the quarry has been cut before giving
permission. This is the document given by the quarry owners. He asked the district

administration to take the necessary steps in this regard.

Therefore, in the case of this quarry, legally, as per the so-called Siting Criteria of
the Government and the Minor Mineral Rules, this quarry should not be allowed as it
has various violations, including house, Cart way, overhead tank and various types
of violations. This shouldn't be allowed. We have also informed to the SEIAA officials
who are looking into this. You are directly responsible for what we have done in the
past. You said you wouldn't do it again. Therefore, | would like to make it clear to the
Chairman and Member Secretary of the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority, who is looking into the matter. Even if we say something wrong, file a legal
case against us for spreading false things. Everything we have submitted is based

on the government documents.

Finally, he stated that the Selvaraj stone quarry is not fit to operate on a legal
basis. Therefore, the district administration should recommend that this quarry
should not be allowed and also stated that the State Environmental Impact

Assessment Authority should make the right decision.

17.Mr. Elango, Mudipalayam

Blasts are conducted in the quarry, preventing passage along the nearby path
during explosions, with access being permitted only after the blast has occurred.
Explosions must strictly be confined to the designated area. During these
explosions, stones are observed to fall onto the road, posing safety hazards.
Additionally, when the extracted stones are utilized in the nearby tarvplant for mixing
with tar, excessive smoke is emitted, adversely impacting children and residents in
the vicinity. This issue has not been addressed or commented upon. Officials were

urged to inspect the area surrounding the tar plant and take appropriate remedial
action.

CONCLUSION:
Finally, the public was informed by the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur North, to submit their written petitions to the

Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, and the public hearing meeting was thereby
declared concluded.

A total of three petitions were received from the public during the hearing
concerning the proposed quarrying of M/s. Selvaraj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry,

which are enclosed herewith.
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~ Additionally, the list of participants (81 persons) of the aforementioned public
hearing meeting, along with a video CD recording of the proceedings, and a pendrive

containing the video, audio, and photographs, are also enclosed herewith.

@ ‘ ‘é"/ W
istr%:ﬁi’r n

meﬁ(Er;gineer, Revenue Divisional Officer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dharapuram, Tirupur District.

Tirupur North.
Enclosures:

1. Attendance register of those who participated in the public hearing meeting.
2. Copy of the powerpoint presentation

3. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.

4

. Petitions received from public - 3 nos.
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