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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
- Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of MUs. Sekhar Mines, Varavanai Limestone

Quarry located at S.¥.No. 833/4B. 836(P), 843/2, of Varavanai Village, Kulithala_i Taluk

(presently Kadavur Tk), Karur District over an extent of 1.90.5 Hectares held on
" 23.01.2024 at Vasantham Mahal, Palayam Main__road, E:B.Offfice__near,
Chinthamanipatty, Klapaguthi Village, Kadavur Taluk, Karur District

Participants
1. Thiru. M.Kannan,

District Revenue Officer,
Karur.
2. Er.D.Jeyalakshmi,
District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB, Karur,
3. Public hearing — As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in her welcome éddress on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. welcomed all the participant to
attend the Public hear'ing. Also, the M/s. Sekhar Mines, Varavanai Limestone Quarlry had
applied to conduct a Public hearing regarding the quarrying. According to the Environmental .
Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 order, Public hearing meeting of Public hearing opinion
for the above projects has been made mandatory. So the Public hearing meeting is being held
on today's date. In this regard, an advertisement has already been made in DinaThanthi dated
20.12.2023 and The New Indian Express dated 20.12.2023 in Tamil and English Newspapers
and the copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report related to this project were
placed for Publi‘c hearing views at the District Collector's Office, District Industrial Center and -
Panchayat Union Office a month ago. She also informed that the Public hearing
announcement about the meeting was made through loudspeaker, leaflets and posters on
19.01.2024 in Kadavur and surrounding villages. She also informed that the summary report
in Tamil and English related to the said project has also been uploaded on the website of
Tamii Nadu Pollution Control Board for Public hearing viewing. Then the District Revenue

Officer asked him to preside over the meeting.



District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the audience
to the Public hearing. He has informed that Public hearing meeting for M/s, Sekhar Mines,
Varavanai. Limestone Quarry, is being conducted as per government guidelines. He also said
that the information related to the project has already been uploaded on the websites, He then
asked the general Public hearing to express their views clearly and concisely without any
hesitation. He informed that all the opinions of the Public hearing participating in this meeting
will be forboreded to the government without any discrimination. He also said that the project
consultants of the company are currently going to explain the information related to this
project to you.

Project Proponent, Environmental consultant Eco Tech Labs Private Limited, Chennai:

He said that all Departmental Government officials including District Revenue
Officer and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and Police
Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing meeting. He explained the details of
- the proposed project as follows,
1. Details of the project site
Project Map
500 meter radius sateilite photo
Satellite photograph of project site
Photograph of project site
Total Geological Resources and Total Quarry Reserves
Features surrounding the project site

Basic environmental monitoring

b A i

Land Environment

10. land use - 10 Km radius

11. Soil environment

12, Water environment

13. Topographic map showing locations where water quality has been studied
14. Results of water quality survey '

15, Climate

16. Land map showing locations of air quality monitoring

I7. Results of air quality survey

18. Map of wind direction

19. Sound environment




20. Ground map showing locations where sound levels have been studied

21. Results of Volume Study

22. Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures

23. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

24. Water sprinkling on roads | -

25. Construction of green belt development

26, Environmental Management Plan

27. Occupational Health and Safety
_ 28, Conclusion and Benefits of the Scheme
District Environmental Engineer:

She asked the Public hearing to register their name and address and give their views on
the project accordingly.

1. Mr.N. Shanmugam, Anti [llegal Quarry Movement, Karur:

We salute to the Environment Engineer and the District Revenue Officer who are in
charge of Shekhar Mines Quarry in Survey No.833/4B, 836(P), 843/2 in Varavani Village,
Karur District. We are continuously telling that if a quarry is to be set up, only by attaching 45
types of documents, we will be able to know the views contained therein and express our
views in the hearing meeting. We are reporting this complaint to the District head. Regular
hearings are being held without attaching various documents. This hearing is a blindfolded
meeting. This is what we say in every meeting. After attaching 45 types of documents, we
have come to this hearing meeting after filing a complaint with the District Collector in their
meeting yésterday. That is, it continues to deceive the public. An educated layman like us
could not read and explain so many books. 1t does not attach such documents. If Government
officials attach documents then only we can say our views, Now various kinds of violations
are taking place in Shekhar and Co. in this area. Already this quarry has been fined for
operating illegally. Again they are holding this consultation meeting asking permission for the
same quarry. This is the story of how it gave the thief a chance to steal again. How will we
address the impact of quarrying on the water environment, land environment, air environment,
biodiversity environment, socic-economic environment in this area? The owner of this quarry
has given an explanation through this book. Now coming to this area and operating this
quarry, will there be any change? There will be no change. Excessive Environmental damage
will result. It has been clearly stated in the Pdllution Control Board's book that this area is a
dry area. Kadévur taluk is a over exploited area and is not only a backward area, people will

benefit if non-polluting industries are brought in this area. After that, if a polluting factory like
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this is brought, the agriculture, goat and cow grazing will affect. In another month, there will
be no way to graze goats and cows. Because the designer says that we have just researched it.
But not putting thesis. For four years they have been maintaining a thesis that there is a lab in
Namakkal, We complained to the District administration chief saying that there is no such lab,
Upon investigation, it was revealed that the owner had died. After that no one submits this lab
report. This thesis has not been submitted to the SETAA. However, we continue to insist that
the head of the District administration should be present at every consultation meeting. It will
only be better if he attends.

We keep saying that he shouid listen to people's grievances and take action, But he
does not come. If you lock around this quarry, there are various violations, 300 meters away
Green Houses, Reservoir. So action should be taken against the Village administrative Officer.
Survey no. 836, 837 Electric line passes. This place should not be ailowed. If you look 300
meters east of this quarry in SF No.91 7, there is the Pambalamman temple. If the temple has
structures, ancient symbols, permission should not be given, Similarly in 868 there is Ur
Natham. They have hidden that Ur Natham, Field numbers have been given wrongly. They
deceive the public by giving a field number in Village map and a field number in FMB,
Towerline runs 300 meters north-east of this quarry,

That is, according to the Indian Act 1959, permission should not be given to the quarry
~ if'a high power tower is located within a radius of 300 meters. Likewise, a wind farm has been
set up 150 meters north of this quarry. Then how can permission can be given when there is a
wind farm? There is a bore well for fetching water to Varavani Village. Not only that, they
have a motor line. Then they say that if there is a bore well, then the quarry should be located
beyond 300 meters. This quarry should not bel allowed under the Minor Mineral Concession
Act. In Survey No. 837, looking south, there is a natural carriagéway. In case of natural
formation, there is a rule that quarrying should be carried out at a distance of 10 meters.
Similarly, there is a rule that the artificial structure should be set at a distance of 50 meters.
These rules are also violated, Not only that, there is a pond, Mamarathupatti pond, around 500
meters around this area. How can you give permission if 50, 70, 80 meters are cut? Businesses
like goat, cow and pastoral farming will be affected and livelihood will be affected. So he
concluded his speech by saying ‘that this quarry should not be allowed and thanked for the
opportunity. ' '

2.

Mr. Vasudevan, Global Law Foundation, Kadavur :

Karur District, Kadavur Talk, Varavani Village, Survey No.833/4, 843, 846, 4 acres 70

cents Varavani Village area where this limestone is located, is already dry. We claim that
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-permission should not be given under the Minor Rule. Already gone agriculture. Livestock is
the only source of livelihood now. If this quarry is allowed, it will also disappear. Water
bodies, panchayat borewells and roads are located nearby as per the provisions of the Minerals |
Act, 1959. According to these rules permission should not be given. All this is within 300
meters of violation. So we are registering a request not to give permission to this at this place.
Survey no. 836 This is the place where reward is given in the category of reward. They have
asked for permission claiming that these fake documents are owned by this company. He
ended his speech by saying thank you and asking the District administration to refuse
permission for this quarry considering the environment,
3. Mr. V. Nagarajan, Verivampatti, Kadavur :

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, District Revenue Officer and all who have
attended the public hearing. 833/4B, 836(P), 843/2 Limestone mining hearing meeting is being
held. Our District does not keep complete documents, But in Districts like Tirupur, if there are
less documents, they immediately cancel the consultation meeting itself.. But in our District
alone, no matter how many times it is blown, what is the reason for that? He questioned. Even
now the administration said that the union secretary said that a 50 acre man named Selvaraj
has Been cutting a 50 acre land on the side 61" the national highway for 5 years. | don't know
what all these inspectors and District officials are doing in this area, including the
administrative Officer. In spite of that, how many times have the police asked them to do their
duty? We have given hundreds of requests but the requests are not being listened to, What are
these depariments doing? They are cutting themselves in their place. What complaints are we
making? We went to the High Court for hearing last week and it will be heard again
tomorrow. Every time we give petitions'to these authorities and finally go to the High Court,
they give false statements and give counter petitions. This is very sad for us. In future, we
request that an order be issued to make the work of the Revenue department transparent.

This is stated on page 11 of this Environmental [mpact Assessment Report. Wetlands,
" water bodies, rivers, lakes and streams, agricultural areas etc, should be surveyed. After
examining it, they themselves give a report. They themselves have said that wetlands, water
bodies, rivers, streams, lakes and agricultural lands will be affected by the project. This is an
online recording. Knowing that there is so much damage and knowing that the livelihood of
these people will be affected, it is my request that this project should not be implemented
without a complete report on this quarry, and that the mining boss should improve the
livelihood of the surrounding people so that 10 or so people can survive. Also, hundreds of

allegations can be made in this report, Especially in that area where the temple is 100 meters
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from the surrounding field number. In 300 meters Survey No, 785 there is 47 acres of pond
present. Didn't point that out either, But, 10 km. They have carefully prepared a report that
Panchaﬁatti pond and Karunakulam are 5 kilometers away. It is my humble request that the
company which has prepared this type of fraudulent report, the Revenue department which
only supports corruption without doing any work, the pollution control board which does not
listen to any Environmental damage and the mineral resources department which only aims at
looting, through this meeting, it is my humble request that legal action should be taken against
them. He concluded his speech.

4, Mr. M. Kandasamy, Head of Varavani Panchayat;

Sir, 1 would like to inform everyone again that on the top of the road which can be
called Veppadai Selvaraj, there are coconut trees, t0o many trees and teak. That's all true, See
when you go. I'm just telling you to look me in the eye. | am not illiterate. [ have also seen a
bit, That's why I' say. [ don't need to lie. Can trees and plants get water? Do they maintain it?
Isn't it? Not everything is known. The entire Revenue department should take care of this and
ensure that the people are not affected and the poor people are not affected. He said that.

5. Mr. Sgkthivel, Tamil Nadu Agricultural Society, Reddiapatti :

Thank you in advance to everyone who attended this hearing. Generally the
representatives here have explained to you that the project reports they have for Unit | and
Unit 2 are complete. We would like to record our comments here with the hope that the
Revenue Department will consider an inquiry into whether that corhp]ete. report has been filed,
As to why, no statement has been made that can be discussed. He has requested that
Government officials, as told by the representative Mugilan, should consider the report that
the District administration should study after we have given it a review. That is what [
reiterate, Why, they have said only one thing in their thesis. It is only that T will give 2 1/2

-lakh rupees to the school in the future plan, None of the reports have done anything f'or..
agriculture, the economic development of the town, or the economic development program.
that benefited the people. Without doing all this, we have given a report for this project only to
set up this company here. The Revenue administration of the District should see to it that
everything is in order, The Pollution Control Board should look very carefully at this, Because
not only pond water gets polluted. Air pollution also occurs. Even today Paramathi region is a
heat affected area in our District. Why, the quarries there are the worst affected. But in this -
part of Kadavur where there is a little life, whether government schemes are available or not,
agriculture is the only ancient thing taught by our forefathers, Qur forefathers have left us the

life of kneading the soil, It is an area created over three generations. Agriculture is the only
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occupation our ancient ancestors taught us. Our forefathers have taught us the only way to live
by kneading the soil. This part created in 3 generations of our ancesters. We have a land war in
this area. This is our livelihood. That being the case, shouldn't there be some sort of
improvement? not like that. But, only those Shekhar mines will get use. There is no use for
farmers. 1f it is said that the ground water will be affected, there will be pollution, and if it is
said that goats and cows cannot be protected, then the District administration should monitor
the study on how to allow that management. Also, | think that District administration also
knows that this area will become a desert. Why is there such a polluted environment?
Therefore, we address these concepts. Also, you may agree with this comment. May not
accept. Also, this hcéring may or may not be a fair hearing, However, its decision rests with
the District administration. We are very. much looking forward to it. After the arrival of the
Revenue department officials of the District they are doing some things to give an
improvement and a hope. It is in that hope that we speak even now. Research this, Agriculture
is the only way for us to survive. This is the goat and the cow. Also, when that water is taken,
almost all of it goes to half of this Village. Also, consider and find a solution with a humble
request not to build the quarry and make the farmers here carry the box and leave. Also, we
need to find a solution so that our livelihood as a farming family will not be affected by doing
agriculture from generation to generation. Also, 1 bid farewell by saying that this hearing
should be of a protective nature for the farmers. He ended his speech by saying thank you and

hello.

6. Mr, P, Ramamurthy, Union Councillor, Tamil Nadu Farmers Union, Rediyapatti:

[ would like to express my gratitude and respect to the District Revenue Officer who
has visited this consultation meeting, and to all the social activists who have given their
opinion here. | have already said this. Again and again, as Mugilan said, 2 numbers should not
be repeated. Why is it that the side is in the same place in the northern Village, 836 on one
side and 845 on one side, there is no difference of 2 kilometers or 3 kilometers. It just keeps
coming. What are the effects when it comes continuously like that? What is the impact on
farmers? What is the Environmental impact on the general public? Also, how many problems
are there with drinking water? As all this has already been pointed out, we point out once
again. Also, we request the District administration not to destroy the lives of the farmers again
and again with these quarries in this Kadavur area. Please let us live. The government should
not do aﬁything to us. Please let us live. We farm with scarce water. We raise goats and cows.

We just want to point out that we survive by farming for something.



So it is my humble opinion that permission should not be given to this Shekhar Mines,
Also, they point out airports somewhere, They point to the mounfains. It is said that 180
meters from here is the Daragambatti pond. 3.70 km from Varavana is not there at all,
Sundarapandia Lagoon is just | 1/2 km from here. They point out that it is somewhere around
50, 60 km. But the temple here is a government outpost, there is an overhead water tank, and
there is a bore well. The government's drinking water is covered. It is a sad act to cover all this
up and show it somewhere. This is a very sad fhing. Have the authorities really given proof of
 this? Also, has DRO given proof of this? Tahsildar gave? Did the Revenue Officer who might
be here give? Also, the District administration will have to conduct investigations on what is
happening around this quarry. What you are saying is that you are going to cut the quarry only
13 meters deep. But, the stone has already been cut there to a depth of 100 feet to 150 feet.
_The reason given by the government is that the penalty has been imposed for violating the
rules, T don't know how it would be fair for you to allow Quarry to be fined again, Therefore,
you should not re-authorize a Quarry where you have already been fined. Likewise,
agricuiture in Kadavur area is being destroyed today in the name of limestone quarry. They
claim to provide employment to 30 people indirectly and 15 people directly. However, there is
no record of anyone hiring a single person for Quarry from the Varavani Village or
surrounding Villages around this area. It is customary for the corporate éompanies here to
bring in workers from the north and get jobs from them, with the help of government officials.
Development of a town means providing employment opportunities to the youth, educated and
uneducated people in’ that town, It's not about you growing personally. There is no
development that spoils development and destroys agriculture. District administration should
please ban it. He concluded his speech by saying that through this hearing, permission should
not be given to this Quarry. '

7. Mr. Mukilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Directorate,

Karur:

Tlo be set up on an area of 1.9 hectare in field no.833, 836 (Part), 843/2 in Varavani
Village, Shekhar Mines Quarry, greetings to the District Revenue Officer, to all the
departmental officials including the District Environment Officer who is leading and to the
people of the Village who are participating here. And to various social activists, various
political parties and journalists, about 10 persons have come here from Telangana and said
that the town will develop only if a limestone quarry is constructed here. They have come here
from Telangana. We salute them too, They have been saying that they want a quarry in your

town from Andhra Pradesh. In this case, is this quarry legal? If you ask, first of all, in the land .
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document of this quatry, field No.836 is a prize land that can be said to be a scavenger. This
prize land is government land. The family can use that land. It cannot be sold to anyone. This
is the law. Also, you will see thousands of cases like this by the Revenue department. This
Shekhar Mines has bought such land and has asked you permission for quarrying today.
Therefore, legally, these Shekhar Mines are not eligible to be set up. Therefore, it is illegal.
Appropriate action should be taken on it. Also, here they have not attached the deed to their
documents. Apart from that, the owner of this quarry, on page no. 406, says that he himself
there are Few Habitations, That is, he himself has given a statement saying that there are some
houses on page no.406. This is the Affidavit which he gave to SEIAA. This is his sworn
statement. Given the Environmental impact assessment. He has written a hundred rupee bond.
Mugilan did not say that there are some houses. He himself has said. If this is the case, if there
are houses there, it is approved houses, Ur Natham, DTCP Approval or Panchayat approval,
then permission for quarrying should not be given in that place. Similarly, even if it is already
an approved house, and it has been repaired, it will become an approved house. It cannot be
changed into another land in Revenue Record. Also, what has been converted into residential
land cannot be converted into agricultural land. Even if it falls into disrepair again, or the
quarrymen buy it, even if the existing house is demolished, it is stil] a homestead, In that case,
as there are residential plots around here, permission should not be given according to law.
Also, it's not just your map, it's a dynamic map. This is what they are showing. it has a
sweet shop called Bandi Balkowa Lala Sweet at 156 meters. It is in Google. Adjacent to i,
there is a crusher and residences. Also if you look at its northern side, there is Segar Mines
Crusher and residence. There is a rule that no permission is given for quarry even if there are
permanent and temporary houses within 300 meters apart from the approved housing plot. If
not, because these people deal with explosive drugs, there will be various effects. Similarly,
on November 15, a quarry named Vijayalakshmi quarry at Kodangipalayam, Palladam was
found to be operating stealthily and was found to be in possession of explosives. The
explosion in the quarry has affected 2 distance of 2 1/2 km to the Sulur airport. As a result,
more than 50 houses around have been affected. The leader said that they have trees all
around, they have explosives, should we say that here? Possession of explosives is illegal in
this co.untry. What action is taken against them? He said no action. After that we went and
gave this order to the collector. Alsb, everyone from Tazildhar to District Collector, from Sub-
inspector to SP, who can take action against those possessing explosives, is empowered.
Please take action. Action should be taken even if the sound of an explosion is heard. The

Pollution Control Board even took steps to burst crackers on Diwali. This is a good thing. But
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the blasters did not take any action. Every day Mr. Veppadai goes and keeps the blast. Also,
they have tons of illegal explosives, What we have to do is what action should be taken
against them,

Similarly, Shekhar Quarry, which is now seeking permission, has been illegally
bringing explosives for 5 years and excavating Quarry. They have already cut it to human size,
But now you have to do 2 studies for permission to ask them. |. How they illegally mined the
mineral, Already, 2 quarries have been fined. Also, this quarry has also been fined Rs. 84000,
Also, who gave them illegal ammunition? This is a very important question. They have taken
stones illegally. You can't carry a stone in your hand, You can't even keep it. You are fined for
taking stones. But what about the person who gave the explosives? Where is the square map?
Where is the law? Where is the justice? Well, if you didn't put it yesterday, put it today. They
keep it with ammunition. Take action against those who supplied the explosives, We humbly
put forward a demand that not only action should be taken against Shekhar Quarry, Vebbadai
Selvaraj Quarry and Krishnamurthy Quarry for illegal use of explosives, but jointly, action
should be taken against those who supplied them with explosives. Apart from that, there are
temporary permanent residences within 300 meters distance. There is a lot of fun. Therefore,
permission cannot be granted for this quarry. Apart from that, the high power tower is running
on the north side and north east side, Quarry work should be done 300 meters away from the
power tower. This is the rule of law. I have already given you proof of that. | have already
shown you the letter given by the Superintending Engineer, Coimbatore,

It has been said that quarrying should not be done within 300 meters if there is a high
power tower. So this quarry is in such a place. Therefore, this should not -be allowed.
Similarly, there. should be no quarries within 50 meters of low-voltage power lines. But,
within this field 835, 836, 843, within the field where this quarry is located, the power line
goes. Therefore, you cannof legally give permission. Do not give permission. Also, there is a
windmill 300 meters away. Quarries shoﬁla not be constructed if there is a wind Mill. This
quarry should not be given permission due to the presence of wind farm. Apart from that,
there are many ponds around it within a radius of 500 meters. If there are ponds in the area,
there is a risk that all the water in the pond will go there when the blast occurs. Therefore, no
provision should be made for it. Also, this quarry has given only 8 types of documents out of
45 types of documents, Remaining 37 types of documents are not provided. Not specifically
attaching the bond. They have committed various abuses like this, Therefore, legal action
should be taken when this is the case. They also said that this letter showed Muthusamy's

disfigurement. We want to know whether he gave this.

10




| did not give to Krishnamurthy Quarry in 2017, the owner of the company. He has
lodged a complaint that he forged my signature and bought it. The house is 300 meters from
Shekhar Mines. So he would not have given permission. There is a possibility that this
signature has been put by the owner of the company. Therefore, | request you 0 take
appropriate action against him. Not only that, the quarry itself is 300 meters away. ltis 500
meters away from house, house and town. But permission should not be given if the house is
within 500 metérs of crusher. Whether it is Sekar or any other person, if there is a Village, a
house or & house within 500 meters, these 3 are directly under the responsibility of the
pollution control board engineer, because only the Revenue department has issued a certificate
for it based on the factory. So ! request you to seek an explanation from the Revenue
department and after that take appropriate action. | ask the same from the Villagers. When can
the pendulum be stoppéd from running? Also, last month they announced to protect the roads.
The Tamil Nadu government had declared the whole of January as road safety month. Only
vehicles weighing 10 tonnes should be allowed on rural roads till February 15, That is, District
roads connecting two national highways. In this, enly 10 ton vehicles are allowed on rural
roads. If the weiéht is 10 ton, if it is loaded with Tractor Load then M-Sand, 10 ton 6 wheeler '
should be 18 ton when going on other roads. But if it is fully loaded with other stones, it
comes to 24 tons. If it exceeds 1 ton, a fine of 20000 rupees should be imposed.

You use the tax money that can be paid by the petrol pump if you buy an item, used for
central government and state government roads. But, there is 10 tyre vehicle on rural roads
here. There are trucks of 12, 16, 18 tons. They carry around 85 to 90 tons. No more than 48
ton can go on national highway. if you saw this weighing machine, it holds 100 tons. | am
telling to everyone if you are carrying an overweight truck, it can be prevented. Section 43 of
Criminal Procedure makes it clear. If the Officer does not take action when a crime is
committed, we have the power to arrest and hand over the accused. We have the right to seize
our property if someone encroaches on it. You catch the lorries and call the Officer. Call the
Village Administrative Officer, Tahsildar, Distri;:t Collector, Revenue Inspector, District
Revenue Officer or District Head on mobile. 1 didn't say this. The Supreme Court has given an
order two months ago. To all Transport Officer, all Revenue Office, order has sent. Vehicles
should not exceed permissible weight on roads. If it goes like that, not only the fine, but if a
lotry should be 18 tons while going to Main road, if it goes to 19 tons, the fine is 20000
rupees. 2000 fine for each subsequent tonne. The Supreme Court quashed this and now
Honourable Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari has sent it to all states. So, even if the

authorities do not come when you are operating in a quarry, if the vehicle exceeds 10 tons, you
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will impound the vehicle. A 6 wheeler should not exceed 18 tonnes. 10 wheeler means 28 tons

and 16 wheeler means 48 tons. 12 wheel means 36 tons. We are in a critical situation where ,
we have to save our own land without allowing the authorities to save our land, What the
minister is talking about is that we have to take action against illegal quarries. But where do

they take action? There are 335 quarries here. Everything is being done illegally. The order

came in December 2021 saying that it was operating illegally. The information has also

reached the District Revenue Officer. So far he has been posted as District Revenue Inspector.

However, he has not yet completed surveying even 40 quarries. The rest of the quarry has not

been inspected and reported. Therefore, we who are born in this country will inform the

authorities properly. If not, we will take appropriate action against it. So, you're not just a

quarrier please, you're going to screw up everything here before you get promoted. Congrats

on that. Take action against illegal activities. Similarly | saw a nameplate.

Blasting time in a quarry is 3 pm to 6 pm. The government has made it clear. They
have said that the blast should be done only between 1 and 2 pm and that too only once. Don't
explode as an explosive dome. Dub, Dub, they call this serial blast. This is reed explosion.
There should be a gap of 28 seconds between one blast and another, That type of explosive
should be used, Dom means illegal explosives, prohibited ammunition, To avoid such
situations, we need to be aware. Neither in the first meeting today nor in the second meeting
did anyone speak in subport of this quarry. How it has caused illegal impacts, social impacts
and ecological impacts. How does it affect goats and cows? We have told ail about how it has
given people diseases. Also, in the Gram Sabha meeting on May 1, 2021, a resolution has-
been passed and given to you saying that permission should not be given to quarries in this
Revenue Village, You must respect the Gram Sabha meeting, 3 Richter earthquake has already
occurred in Karur District, Raya Vellore was the hottest District in Tamil Nadu., Now the
authorities have given permission to capturé that place in Karur District. You need to do
something to prevent us all from going into the ground when the next earthquake comes.
Without changing this situation in history, the authorities should exercise their proper
authority without damaging the land and water, Someone Shankar directs without succumbing
to the authority of the rulers and party members. Stop saying that Kongy Mani is running and
change this District administration. Change for the people. You are paid with our tax money.
Shankar also does not pay you, Kongu Mess doesn't pay money either. So, live for the land
and the people. This country must be protected from destruction. You read a lot..You have
written the TNPSC exam. Don't help digging this soil, Legislation is all in your hands, In

Karur District, you are using drones to irrigate the sand quarry. For this [ convey my
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congratulations and thanks to the District administration and the District Revenue Officer. In
this Karur District, if the quarries are allowed in the Mining, 60 per cent of it can be done.
Only 4 acres can do. But here they will leave 6 acres and make it 8 acres, Quarrying should be
done only where permitted. There are various media reports that the quarry has been decided
to operate only from 9 am to 5 pm. Please everyone here is not only the biggest criminal of the
‘world but aiso the killer of farmer Jaganathan, His quarry hearing is next week on the 30th,
Till date you have not investigated and taken action for that quacry. At least in the near future
go and explore that quarry. It was operating illegally for 7 years, DEE went and locked it, but
no action was taken against the quarry, So, that murderer has also been out after spending |
year in Guntas Jail. |
Next week on the 30th, there will be a consultation meeting for Kuppam Selvakumar
Quarry and Annai Blue Metal. Please, by then the drone get'vice has arrived. Everyone knows
that it has been operating illegally for 7 years. A farmer has died for it. Therefore, SEIAA has
given permission to stop the consultation meeting of the quarry immediately. EC has given.
Do it all and you have nothing to do with it. Buf, your responsibility to investigate is already
in the hands of the High Court order. | humbly request you to investigate and take action
within 1 week. All the children afe standing in the middle of the street today, turning into
chalk to protect this land of farmer Jaganathan. All this sin does not leave the authorities
alone. Please take care. He did not ask to work against the law, 1 humbly request you to follow
the steps prescribed by law. Clearly, Supreme Court Justice Chief Adikesav 2023 8 December
1993 says. He has questioned how you can ask for a license for a banned quarry which is
operating illegally. So, act based on what you know best. Here there are unauthorized quarries
hiding the presence of houses within 300 meters of illegal quarrying. This is the order of
 cancellation of 2 stone quarries in the hometown of Minister Raghupathi in Pudukottai
District. Even if you make a legal mistake, we have the flexibility to go up and change the
subsequent circumstances. Many quarries have been closed in places like Pudukottai, Erode,
Tirupur. Only here in Karur we say nothing happened.

“1t is not known who is ruling Karur District here. All of you are new to studying. But
one thing is sad for me. But we don't know in what way it would be right to directly
experience the guilt rather than the wrongs. Many collectors have threatened us by saying that
they should put kundas on the farmers. No action was taken against these accused. We say
with pain. We claim that action should be taken against it. So, let's be clear. It is not your
responsibility to grant permission for this quarry, But the pollution control board officials say

clearly. 1 hereby certify that the above statistics and information are true to the best of my
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knowledge and understanding of Environmental management, Quarry owner has signed that if
any part of the information provided is false or misleading at any stage, the project will be
rejected and if any permission has been granfcd for the project, we agree that the project
permission will be canceled at our responsibility and cost to the quarry. They have also given
lunuihaha hagakaniy SEIAA Affidavit. We have stated with evidence how false they have
been. So, action should be taken on this. Information is that here a quarry named NTC came
from Tirunelveli and a stone fell on the Palayam and 6 peoplé died there. Also, when ali the
forces went to Tamil Nadu India and took the body after a week, in the séme way there was a
quarry called NTC in Karur, the workers died, the collector stayed there for 2 days and took
the dead bodies, We were able to give 24 lakh rupees for the workers. This NTC Quarry is
now newly located at a distance of 80 meters near the water tank of Jaljeevan Project which
carries water at a cost of 80 crore rupees on the side of Thalayuthupatti. The Chief Minister
inaugurated the tank, which was built at a cost of 80 crores. Why doesn't it explode in the
nearest Quarry. They took money and gave permission in SEIAA, As Quarry owners say, we
give 3 lakhs per acre, You are here from all the places, the DEE who gives the consent knows
all, |

We are giving evidence to not to give a consent before giving EC. At a distance of 80
meters from the place where the Jaljeevan project water tank is built at a cost of 80 crore
rupees, quarrying is going on today, What is this fair? Don't you have a conscience? The water
of all the people of the town has been wasted, There is no drinking water in all the Villages.
We have spent not one crore, two crores but 80 crore rupees, There should be no permanent
construction up to 300 meters. Go there and stop. The District Environmental Engineer
interrupted the quarry and said to talk only about this quarry. To that Mr. Mugilan said we are
expressing our concern, Just as we hold a felicitation ceremony for freedom struggle people in
the Republic Day, we are also going to hold a felicitation ceremony for the District officials
who gave permission to that Quarry nearby Jaljeevan project inaugurated by the Chief
Minister at a cost of Rs. 80 crores Please, if you don't stop that quarry, we will come with a
bouquet on the 26th, Whét else can we do? As far as this Shekhar Mines is concerned, |
request that serious action be taken against them as per the Indian Penal Code and the Indian
Penal Code for using explosives to mine tﬁe mineral illegally. [ am proof of this. If not, you
are already made fine. Therefore, appropriate action should be faken against it. Protect this
land and people. You see that my speech must be stopped. But, it can't. You act. We have
gone to jail fighting for many District Collectors, We have gone to Jail fighting for the

collector named Anantha Kumar in Erode. When Sakayam was the head of government in
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Namakkal, we fought for him and went to jail. Be good, do good, say nothing wrong. If we
don"tk pay attention to crimes like this and don't take action, don't put us through the trouble of
pointing it out to you. You do well. Save Karur District. Don't destroy it. Thanks. He ended
his speech by saying Thanks. ‘

The District Environmental Engineer said that the comments of the public held in this
hearing will be recorded in video and text form and sent to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority.

District Environmental Engineer:

Finally, in his speech of thanks, he expressed his gratitude on behalf of the District
administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the government officials
including the District Revenue Officer, the police, journalists, and the public for presiding

over this public opinion meeting. Also, the public opinion meeting was completed.

Disigdct Environmental Engineer, District Revenue Officer, -

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur District.
Karur
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