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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
QUARRYING OF ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL IN AN EXTENT OF 2.00.0 HECTARES
BY Mis. P. SASIKUMAR ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY,
SE.NO.442(PART). KEERANUR _ VILLAGE. KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR
DISTRICT ON_21.07.2023 AT 11:00 AM AT M/S SRI KUMARAN MAHAL,
KEERANUR VILLAGE, KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT.

Name of the Project:

M/s. P. Sasikumar Rough Stone and Gravel Proposed quarrying Rough Stone
Quarry, SF.No.442(part), Keeranur Village, | & Gravel in an extent of 2.00.0
Kangeyam Taluk, Tiruppur District. Hectares
Participants:
1 | Thiru.T.P.Jaibheem . | District Revenue Officer,
Tiruppur District.
2 | Er.M.Saravanakumar : | District Environmental Engineer,

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

3. | Er.S.Bharathiraja : | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North.

4. | Dr. S.Sathiyan . | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

5. | Dr.P.Ramesh . | Assistant Environmental Engineer,

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North.

6. | Er.MAM.Mannar Thippu . | Assistant Engineer,

Sulthan TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North.

7. | Mr.P.Sasikumar . | Proponent
M/s P. Sasikumar Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry

8. | Mr. M. Shaik Nawas : | Environmental Consultant

Geo Technical Mining Solutions

Dharmapuri, Tamilnadu.

9 | Public : | 87 Nos (annexure enclosed)




District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North:

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed everyone including the District Revenue
Officer and members of the public to the public hearing meeting. Also, informed that,
M/s. P. Sasikumar Rough Stone Quarry has submitted a Draft Environmental Impact
Assessment Report as per the Terms of Reference (ToR) given by the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for quarrying 2.00 hectares of
Rough stone and gravel at Keeranur village through Geo Technical Mining Solutions.
He said that,-the project presentation will be presented by the respective project
consultant.

After that, he asked the general public to give their views on the project. He said that the
comments made by the public will be audio and video recorded and sent to SEIAA
along with the meeting proceedings. After that, he asked the public to express their
views clearly and concisely. Stating that if there are any petitions in this regard, they will
also be received, he requested the District Revenue Officer to preside over public
hearing meeting.

District Revenue Officer, Tirupur District
The District Revenue Officer welcomed everyone, including the general public, to attend
the public hearing meeting. He also opened the meeting by asking the public to express

their views concisely and clearly.

Environmental Consultant, Geo Technical Mining Solutions, Dharmapuri.

The project presentation regarding proposed quarrying Rough Stone & Gravel in an
extent of 2.00.0 Hectares by M/s. P. Sasikumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry which
includes as follows:

. Introduction

. Project description

. Description of environment

. Anticipated environmental impacts and mitigation measures

. Analysis of Alternatives (Technology and Platform)

. Environmental monitoring program

. Additional courses

. Plan Benefits
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. Environmental Management Plan
10. Conclusion.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirupur
North.

The District Environmental Engineer asked the public to give their views following the
project briefing.

The public recorded their comments as follows:



Mr. Ewaramurthy, President, Keeranur Panchayat

He introduced himself to the meeting and said that a public hearing meeting is being
held for the renewal of the stone quarry license. He said that, he was told that
explosions are usually loud in quarries. He also requested that appropriate safety
measures to be taken.

Mr. Kumar, Keeranur

He introduced himself, belong to Keeranur region and if stone quarry is located in this
area, everyone around the village will get employment and Stone quarry owners will be
able to provide basic facilities in the village by paying tax to panchayat. Therefore, he
welcomed setting up stone quarry in the area.

Mr. Sakthivel — Secretary, Tirupur District Rural Development Department
Government Contractors Association

He said that, they are doing government contract work entirely. He said that due to lack
of large number of quarries in the area, there is a shortage of construction materials and
thus development works and roads and drinking water tanks for the public cannot be
completed properly. As the number of stone quarry decreases, the prices of goods in
the nearby stone quarry increase. He requested on behalf of the association to grant
license to the quarry as the work could not be completed on time due to non-availability
of construction materials.

He said that there is a shortage of construction materials due to non-renewal of licences
to the stone quarry.

Mr. Sivakumar, Periyaipalayam

He said that quarries will cause water, air and noise pollution. He said that the quarries
shall operate in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Pollution Control Board
to control air and noise pollution.

He said that, the price of construction materials has increased by half compared to last
year and this year and therefore asked to open the quarries.

He said that he would request permission for this quarry because the demand is high
and the production is low.

Mr. Ando Jebi, Tirupur District Highways Department Contractor

Most of the quarries here are not in operation. He said that due to this, buying blue
metals from nearby Karur and other districts leads to delay and becomes costlier. He
asked to give permission to all the quarries and help them to complete the work at the

earliest.

Mr. Manjith, Rasapalayam
He said that he is a civil engineer and that he does construction work in areas within a

radius of about 5 kilometers.



It costs a lot of money to get materials for construction from outside and the cost is very
high, but if you get them locally, we can get them at affordable prices.

Mr. Sasikumar says that, he is unable to provide materials due to lack of environmental
clearance.

If Sasikumar opened his quarry, construction materials would be available at lower
prices and employment opportunities would be created for the people around.

Mr. Duraisamy, Thamma Reddypalayam

Sasikumar quarry is doing many welfare activities in this village and also providing
necessary materials o the nearby school.

They provide affordable construction materials for government-sanctioned houses and
the quarry also provides employment opportunities to more than 200 people. Also lorry
drivers and stone breakers will get job opportunities. People in nearby villages have
bought machines like JCB and crane on loan. In case of no permission granted to this
quarry, it is not possible to pay the loan amount for the above mentioned machines, so

he requested to give permission for this quarry.

Mr. Rajendran, Rasapalayam
He asked for early permission for the quarries. He said that due to the increase in the
funds of the village panchayat due to the issuance of the permit, it will be suitable for

carrying out development work in the area.

Mr. Kumar, Keeranur

He said that, he has been working in the quarry for ten years and now he has no work
for two years due to the lack of permission for the quarry. 50 families are jobless as
permits for quarries are yet to be issued. So he requested to grant permission to the
quarry at the earliest.

Mr. Veerakumar, Muthur, Ganesh Lakshmi Construction India Pvt. Ltd.,

Stone, gravel and all the materials for the contract works have to be fetched from a
distance of 60 kilometers. Transport costing Rs 1000 per unit could not complete
contractual works on time. If permission is given to this quarry, gravel can be procured

nearby. He expressed views like saving money for diesel and government works can be
completed quickly.

Mr. Nagaraj Kiranur - Owner of Lorry Work Shop

He informed that, the truck owners said that they are waiting for permission to stone
quarries. If stone quarry is allowed, we will also get jobs. It will help our lives to improve.
We are unable to meet expenses like house rent and current bills. Workers could not be
paid properly. If the quarries continue to operate, we will also have job opportunities.
We will also go on the path of progress, so he requested to give permission to the
quarries quickly.



Mr. Sivasamy, Union Secretary, Ramapattinam, Sivanmalai - Agricultural
Conservation Society, Kangeyam.

He said that, the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board does not implement the opinions
expressed in public hearing. He said that, there is no green fence, wire fence in any
quarry and water is not poured properly on the road. He asked Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board to inspect once in a month and take action.

Mr Satish, Coordinator of Chennimalai Flower Pickers Protection Society

As global environmental warming is a major problem, the Tamil Nadu government had
asked to plant 2.5 crore trees last year. But it has said that 7.5 crore trees should be
planted this year. Due to the warming, they started schools 12 days later in the
academic year of 2023. The owner of this quarry claimed to plant 1000 trees and
obtained permission. But not a single one was planted. He said that permission should
not be given for this quarry and if permission is given then the people of this area will be
in big trouble.

Mr. Bhupathi, Vijayaranga Valasu, Kiranur

He said that, he has no objection to grant permission for the stone quarry. Further
informed that, the proponent has provided necessary assistance to the school in the
village. He asked to grant the permission for the quarry.

Mr. Ravi, Kandangi Palayam

He said that, he was a driver in the company. The drivers and stone breakers are also
struggling as they have been unemployed for two years. Therefore, if permission is
given to this quarry, it will help the workers, he said.

Mr. Natarajan, Venkalapalayam

In our area there is a quarry namely M/s. A. Palanisamy Rough Stone quarry in which
he has obtained permission by hiding the government regulations. Due to this, the air
becomes polluted and stones fall nearby. He said that, lorries should be banned as they
are working on 20th, 21st, 22nd of last month and 7th and 10th of this month without a
valid trip sheet.

He said that, Sasikumar quarry would cause nuisance to the public if permission is
granted for the quarry. He asked the government officials to carry out a site inspection

to the quarry.

Mr. D Logu Vadivel, Keeranur
He asked for the license to be issued to the quarry soon so that shops and grocery
stores would benefit.

Mr. Periyasamy, Kavalakattu Valasu
He said that, he has no objection to grant permission for the stone quarry.
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Mr. Kittusamy, Neikarampalayam
He asked the authorities to examine the quarry rules as the location of the quarry and
its position is between goat and cow grazing.

Mr. Krishnasamy, Chellapampalayam
He said that; do not use heavy explosives which vibrate nearby houses. He asked the

proponent to reduce the dose of explosives and to continue the business.

Mr. Mukilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement

He informed that; In the past, he worked with the Thiru.Sagayam investigation team
appointed by the Madras High Court and the Delhi Supreme Court to investigate the
Madurai granite malpractice worked for one year and has given evidence to the
government that there has been a malpractice of 1 lakh 11 thousand crores in the nine
quarries there.

This kind of public hearing meeting was not held in this area in the past because the
National Green Tribunal has issued an order that when a quarry is constructed, a public
hearing should be held even if the quarry is 0.5 acre in an area of 500 meters within a
extent of 12%2 acres i.e. five hectares.. In the past, the public hearing meeting was
conducted only if there were 25 hectares i.e. 62 acres. He said that this procedure is
taking place based on the order of the Green Tribunal.

They have given a 500 page draft EIA report on how to prevent air pollution, water
pollution, soil pollution, noise pollution and biodiversity pollution if this quarry exists. But,
there is no clear explanation in the project brief and project report, they are talking about
air pollution and this concept is common to everyone, he said.

According to Rule 36 (1) of the Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, no quarry lease
license shall be granted for a distance of 300 meters from the residential area.

According to the proof shown by the said company, they have given that, there is no
house within 300 meters. But at 64 m the house is on the eastern side of this quarry.

Similarly, at 153 meters there is a house on the north side and at 178 meters there is a
house. Likewise, there are houses at 296 mts. Not only that, the government document
FMB stated that in the village map it is clear that plots have been divided in field no.442
in the south-eastern part of field no.442 where field no.481 quarry can be located at 290
meters.

But what is seen here is that, the government has prepared a fake FMB which is
uploaded on the online and instead of 472 it has 487. A house near a quarry should not
be allowed. Already, a quarry was functioning at Manoor village in Tirunelveli district.
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However, it was closed in 2014. Despite the appeal, no permission was granted. The
government of Tamil Nadu has given permission to a Government Arts College there.
However, the permission of the college has now been revoked as it is located within a
radius of 300 meters. 6 crore college, the license of the college was cancelled in
Manoor village, Tirunelveli as it was within 300 meters of the quarry.

Two months ago, our honorable minister offered a pooja that a bridge will be built
between Thangamman temple and Kodumanal at a cost of 12 crore rupees in this
constituency. But now, it has been cancelled. As Andavar Quarry is within 200 meters
radius, the above bridge construction project was cancelled. Quarries should not come
where there are houses. Houses should not come where there are quarries. He said
that, because there are so many houses around the quarry, not only the houses but
also the temporary permanent residence- of the workers should not be within a radius of
300 meters, but around this quarry there are innumerable houses where more than 50
workers live within 300 meters.

Similarly, Madurai Division of Madras High Court on 28/6 permanently revoked the
license of two quarries in V.Lakshmipuram for allowing quarrying within 300 meters from
houses in V.Meiyapuram, Pudukottai District. '

He said that, a total of 200 project proceedings (minutes) seen in a day at SEIAA. Then
they give permission and then Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board informs that SEIAA
has given permission we also given permission.

Before giving Consent to Operate (CTO), the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
should inspect and point out to SEIAA whether boundary stone is planted, wire fence,
green belt and name board, houses around. After this, under the leadership of District
Collector, we should see if there are houses around 300 meters. But nothing is
practical.

In Kodangipalayam, on the 8th at M/s. Kavita quarry, a man died due to an explosion.
Also said that, the nearby adjacent Sivakumar quarry. Kavita quarry has all the
violations. However, the quarry has been given permission to operate by Tirupur South
office.

In the past, there was a large number of erring officers. The reason we are blaming
directly is that, SEIAA gave permission but Pollution Control Board and District Collector
asked to inspect and give permission if everything is fine.

The said proponent of this quarry during 2021 carried out mining in SF No.449 and 450.
But he said that, there is a stream inside the quarry. If there is a stream, quarrying
should be done only 50 meters away. But he said that the company had already acted
dishonestly by carrying out the quarrying.



Similarly, under the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 36, local councils, central or state
Tamil Nadu government departments, Drinking water Drainage Board primary works,
water resource arrangement, bridge, if registered within 500 meter radius, minor mineral
should not be mined there. SF No. 459 is on the western side adjacent to SF No. 442.
About five bore wells have been put up by the Govt., near this SF No on the Keeranur
road. They talked about drinking water in the panchayat but there are only five bore
wells on road 449. There is 2 motor room, two bore wells are newly laid. They pay 5
lakh rupees to the panchayat but the bore well has incurred huge expenses. How can
we give permission for this quarry? There are five water intakes. He said that he would
request the government to take a decision on this quarry taking it into account.

Next, as per the ToR of the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, the
study period is 8-4- 2022, on the eighth of May, the quarry has to be studied for air,
water, soil and land. However, they have stated that, they have completed the study on
May 31 (i.e.) 40 days before the study which is started in March 2022. The
environmental impact assessment is to be followed as per the Government Rules. The
study has already been initiated and presented.

He said that, Omega Lab in Namakkal is giving thousands of documents without having
a laboratory that is known to all. The quarry said that, it is 157 meters long, 101 meters
wide and 42 meters deep. About 135 to 140 feet deep. But the wells in this area are
only 50 to 60 feet. He said that if 140 feet quarry work is carried out, the underground
water will decrease. He also said that, due to the proximity of Orathupalayam Dam and
Noyal River, the drinking water supply will be affected. He said that the investigations
were not conducted properly.

Keeranur is a historical place with many historical sculptures. There are clan deity
temples here for people belonging to different clans. When detonated at a depth of 42
meters, vibrations are felt up to a distance of 2 kilometers. He said that, no quarry uses
nonel blasting. He also said that, many complaints have been given to the district
administration in this regard. He said that in Tirupur district alone, all the quarries
including Oothukuli, Moratupalayam Udaya Kumar Quarry, Kodangipalayam Rajendran
Quarry and Sivakumar (SG Blue Metals) have lost their lives due to illegal blasting and
no appropriate action has been taken. Also, there is no ESI, PF and Insurance for
quarry workers. But they hide it and claim that everything is given.

In SF No. 447, Odai is on the village map. But SF no.447 is not shown in FMB. SF No.
449 and 452 — No stream is found where the stone quarry has already worked. There is
no mention of it in government documents.

No truck goes covered with tarpaulin. In any stone quarry, there should be no boundary
stone, barbed wire fence, name board. A crusher should be located 500 meter away
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from the residences. If there is a tar plant, there should not be a house within 500
meters. A house should not be within 300 meters of an M-Sand plant. Similarly, if there
is a hollow block company, there should not be a house within 250 meters. But in
Keeranur, none of the above was set up as per the rules, he said.

Already said that, M/s. Siva Blue Metals has been operating in violation of the rules for
six months. Appropriate action was not taken, he said.

As per our request, a digital survey was conducted and a fine of Rs 80 crore was
imposed on one quarry in Karur, Rs 28 crore on another quarry and Rs 18 crore on
another quarry. Similarly, he said that if it was implemented across Tamil Nadu, the
government would have earned 10 lakh crores of rupees. Immediately, all the quarry
owners went on strike.

On Panchayat and Panchayat Union Roads, the truck should not carry more than 10
tonnes in weight. But all the roads are damaged and the government is spending Rs 1
crore for 1 km of road, he said. But he said that 70 ton to 90 ton is being loaded on the
roads and appropriate action should be taken. He also said that improper permission
has been given for the tar plant in Sivagiri pudur, Ganapathipalayam and action should
be taken against it.

He stated that, there is no moral responsibility to operate the quarry as it is subject to
violations of law. He said that if permission is granted, he will approach the court. He
also said that action should be taken against Andal crusher and Jayapal stone quarry
adjacent to this village.

This quarry cannot be given permission because there are houses, residential plots,
villages and workers' quarters around this quarry in violation of government rules. 500m
distance of water intake stations, water storage points and overhead tanks, no
permission can be given. Also permission cannot be given due to ancient monuments
nearby. He also requested that appropriate action should be taken based on the
complaints against the quarries which are running.

Mr. Sekar — Sivanmalai (Government Contractor)

India's GDP — depends on construction sector. The reason Tamil Nadu is the main
contributor is the construction industry, M-Sand, Jalli, and all this is the reason that last
month, Rs.8,87,58,000/- funds have been allocated for 17 road development. As only a
few quarries are in operation in this area, the road development project could not
continue due to lack of raw materials. Development works could not be carried out in
Padiyur, Balasamuthram and Sivanmalai area despite the allocation of Rs 1,58,00,000/-
for EGAMT project. NABARD Rs 2,00,00,000 and Rs 5,95,00,000 allocated funds for

\®,

':l]



road development for 17 Km. He asked to give permission to the quarries to continue
these works and to document it.

District Revenue Officer

The District Revenue Officer said that the public's views regarding the above quarry will
be sent to the SEIAA in Chennai and an appropriate decision will be taken. Audio and
video recordings of public comments and proceedings of the meeting will be sent to
SEIAA in Tamil and English, he said.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirupur
North.

The District Environmental Engineer said that the public hearing meeting has ended.
The public hearing was concluded with this.

Enclosures:
1. Attendance sheet of participants (A)
2. Video (DVD) of Public hearing (B)

3. Petitions received against quarry (C) — 2 Nos.

Y L

District Environmental Engineer, District Revengie Officer, ﬁ
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur District /A
Tiruppur North e
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