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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of M/s. P. Sampathkumar Rough Stone Quarry
located at S.F.No., 759/2(P) ,761/2(P), 3(P), 762/2,3,763/2.3 of Anjur Village, Pugalur
Taluk, Karur District over an extent of 4.81.5 Hectares held on 01.02.2024 at 12.00 P.M

S.K.Subramani Valaagam (Temporary shed), SF No 569 A, Kangevam-Kodumudi

Road, Rengasamy Kovil, Kolanthapalayvam, Anjur Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur

District.

Participants

1. Thiru. V. Elango,
Revenue Divisional Officer (I/c),
Karur.

2. Er.D.Jeyalakshmi,
District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB, Karur.

3. Public hearing — As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in her welcome address on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all thé participant to
attend the Public hearing. Also, the M/s. P. Sampathkumar Rough Stone Quarry had applied
to conduct a Public hearing regarding the quarrying. According to the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification, 2006 order, Public hearing meeting of Public hearing opinion for
the above projects has been made mandatory. So the Public hearing meeting is being held on
today's date. In this regard, an advertisement has already been made in DinaThanthi dated
16.12.2023 and The New Indian Express dated 16.12.2023 in Tamil and English Newspapers
and the copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report related to this project were
placed for Public hearing views at the District Collector's Office, District Industrial Centre
and Panchayat Union Office a month ago. She also informed that the Public hearing
announcement about the meeting was made through loudspeaker, leaflets and posters on

29.01.2024 in Anjur and surrounding villages. She also informed that the summary report in



Tamil and English related to the said project has also been uploaded on the website of Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board for Public hearing viewing. Then the Revenue Divisional
Officer asked him to preside over the meeting.

Revenue Divisional Officer:

The Revenue Divisional Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the
audience to the Public hearing. He has informed that Public hearing meeting for
M/s. P. Sampathkumar Rough Stone Quarry is being conducted as per government
guidelines. He also said that the information related to the project has already been uploaded
on the websites. He then asked the general Public hearing to express their views clearly and
concisely without any hesitation. He informed that all the opinions of the Public hearing
participating in this meeting will be for boreded to the government without any
discrimination. He also said that the project consultants of the company are currently going to
explain the information related to this project to you.

Project Proponent, Environmental consultant Geo Technical Mining Solutions:

He said that all Departmental Government officials including Revenue Divisional
Officer and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and Police
Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing meeting. He explained the details of
the proposed project as follows.
. Details of the project site
. Project Map
500 meter radius satellite photo

Satellite photograph of project site
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5. Photograph of project site

6. Total Geological Resources and Total Quarry Reserves
7. TFeatures surrounding the project site
8. Basic environmental monitoring
9. Land Environment

10. land use - 10 Km radius

11. Soil environment

12. Water environment

13. Topographic map showing locations where water quality has been studied
14. Results of water quality survey

15. Climate

16. Land map showing locations of air quality monitoring
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17. Results of air quality survey

18. Map of wind direction

19. Sound environment

20. Ground map showing locations where sound levels have been studied
21. Results of Volume Study

22. Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures
23. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures
24, Water sprinkling on roads

25. Construction of green belt development

26. Environmental Management Plan

27. Occupational Health and Safety

28. Conclusion and Benefits of the Scheme

District Environmental Engineer:

She asked the Public hearing to register their name and address and give their views
on the project accordingly.

1. Mr. Gopal, Anjur :

A kind request to the Deputy Collector.

Social activists protested against the appointment of two individuals to convene a
public hearing. Why did you join? s they are social activists? If Social activists, then go to
the district office and expressing your concerns directly instead of calling for a public
gathering. Kuppusamy Annan is a Sivanadiyar, engaged in public welfare services in Tirupur
and Karur districts. He has provided employment to more than 2000 people. Shouldn't there
be a public hearing? What is our purpose here? Social activists, can you visit the district
head's office, present your case, and submit the necessary documents? Did any citizens
present object? A woman, unemployed due to her husband's job loss, mentioned that they
survive by working in a crusher. Many families are in a similar situation. The leader,
Venkatesan, stated that there are no trees in crushers due to climate, drought, and traffic. All
trees have collapsed. No blame lies on them. In this manner, running any business in Tamil
Nadu becomes challenging. Approach the District Collector to address the inherent defects in
government. Condemning the statement against running a crusher, Tirupur Sayak mentions
- sewage flowing in Anjur Panchayat mixed with foam. Social activists can advocate for
prevention. Anjur village is polluted. These individuals aren't driven by selfish gain; instead,
they contribute to public welfare services. How many people have benefited in Tirupur

district? Do poor people receive free gravel for building houses or provide it to temples

3



without charge? They haven't built lavish houses; they focus on public welfare. Concluding
his speech, Kuppusamy Annan suggested that despite some defects, permissions can be
granted with proper documentation. They commit to delivering as promised, within legal
bounds, emphasizing that no business will operate against Tamil Nadu laws.

2. Mr. Poochami, Subpankattuthottam :

My garden, known as Subpankatu Garden, is situated on the eastern side of
Sampathkumar Quarry. It has brought no harm or pollution to me; instead, it has benefited
the public and others. Mr. Sampath Kumar has expressed no objection to granting permission
for quarrying, and he has conveyed his gratitude.

3. Mr. Kathirvel, Pallapalayam :

The existence of this factory has contributed to the availability of products at
affordable prices. It's not just me; the villagers express that the goods are accessible based on
income, and the low prices are highly advantageous. Thank you very much.

4, Mr., Veerakumar, Thanipalavam :

As the 5th Ward Councilor of Muthurpalayam within the crusher border municipality,
I want to express that we have no objection to the construction of the crusher Quarry, and
there is no water pollution associated with it. We appreciate your understanding, and he
mentioned that he would grant permission for the project.

5. Mr. S. Kesavan, Thotivapalavam:

He said that we have no objection to giving permission for this quarry.

6. Mrs. K. Sudha. Tiniyapalayam:

Permission can be given. But they were talking about calling people and protesting,
social activists can protest only if some people come. He concluded his speech by saying that
they come only if there is trouble and why they come when it is good.

7. Mr. Gopal. Anjur:

Hello everyone, as I said, there is no harm to the public because they are running
Crusher. [ have been president three times and have been president of the Federation. You
can also ask Mr.Venkatesan Sir, he respected me and said that you should take good care of
Crusher. Based on that, I took everyone and put a crusher and told them to follow suit, plant
trees, put sprinklers and water so that smoke doesn't come, they did it. | have planted trees for
twenty years as a three-time leader. [ would say that it should be done without disturbing the
public and they have acted accordingly. In Anjur panchayat, many people go to work as
drivers, work as accountants and save many families. So there is no objection in allowing this

cruiser. At the same time, | ask you to correct the defect and give permission based on that.
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8. Mr. Murugesan, Kulandhaipalayam:

I'm Murugesan. I kindly request permission for this quarry.

9. Mr. Manish, Velavuthampalayam:

The garden near Sampathkumar Quarry belongs to me. 1 have no objection to granting

permission for this quarry.

10. Mr. Kavishankar, Velayuthampalavam:

I'm Kavi Shankar. Our Velayuthampalayam village is adjacent to Sampathkumar's
quarry. We are not affected, and the quarry is beneficial to people. Therefore, | have no
objection. You can grant permission. Thank you.

11. Mr. Moorthi, SampankatuThottam:

He expressed no objection to granting permission for Sampathkumar Quarry.

12. Mr. Palanichamy, PachakhatuThottam:

My name is Palaniswami. | affirm that permission can be granted for Sampathkumar

Quarry.
13. Mr. Duraisamy, Dadharkadu:

I'm Duraisamy. Two friends mentioned that 45 types of documents are required if
permission is given for this quarry. Arguing that if such extensive documentation is needed,
no crusher would operate in Tamil Nadu, Duraisamy highlighted the scarcity of gravel and
soil, emphasizing the difficulty in building houses. He expressed concern about the impact on
water sources and the livelihoods of families dependent on dye workshops. Duraisamy urged
a visit to the affected areas and emphasized the importance of preserving the livelihoods of
those sustained by the crushers. He concluded by thanking everyone.

14. Mr. Subramanian, Pillapalayam:

My name is Subramanian, and | have no objection to granting permission for this
quarry.

15. Mr. Sathasivam, Anjur:

I'm Sathasivam. | have no objection to granting permission for the quarry.

16. Mr. Nallasivam, Anjur:

He mentioned that he has no objection to granting permission for this quarry.

17. Mr. N. Shanmugam, Anti-Illegal stone quarry Movement, Karur:

I'm Shanmugam from Karur. Firstly, I extend my greetings to the Deputy Collector
and the District Environmental Engineer presiding over the consultation for Sampathkumar
Quarry in an area of 4.81 hectares in Anjur Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District. The

government establishes rules to ensure individuals live in a civilized way and to prevent harm
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to nature. We support operational quarries adhering to legal provisions. Unfortunately, in
Tamil Nadu, no quarry fully complies with the law. This is the basis for the Tamil Nadu
government's rule to conduct public consultations, gather opinions, and grant permissions
based on that feedback. The Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Rules require 45 types of
documents in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report to prevent unauthorized stone-
breaking and selling with explosives. Economics should operate within the bounds of the law,
and these rules prevent illicit earnings. The Constitution of India is designed to facilitate
peaceful, honest, self-respecting, and free living.

Shanmugam emphasized that the Constitution is designed to ensure people live in
peace, honesty, self-respect, and freedom. He pointed out the necessity for quarries to operate
solely within the bounds of the law. According to the rule, if 45 types of documents are
required, the documents of 45 officials should be attached to confirm the quarry's legitimacy.
The absence of the village map could impact not only Anjur village but also the entire state of
Tamil Nadu, as environmental consequences could spread in multiple directions. Shanmugam
highlighted the potential for wind-blown dust, water, and noise pollution affecting various
areas. He underscored the importance of adhering to the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concession Rules and conducting public consultations to discuss how quarries should
operate. He questioned the need for discussions if everything is in compliance with the law
and expressed concern about illegal quarries operating beyond legal depths, leading to
mineral depletion. Shanmugam urged adherence to government rules, emphasizing the
~ significance of public opinion polls in shaping quarry operations.

Despite constant listening and the project designer's acknowledgment, 45 types of
documents are missing. As per the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959, it
specifies the necessary documents, including family card registration. The Backward Welfare
Department's representative, present on behalf of the district, is expected to adhere to the
government rules, just like anyone else purchasing a free pass. However, only 7 types of
documents are attached, and the absence of a village map hinders proper commentary. Mr.
Shanmugam pointed out the need for a village map and attempted to provide insights into the
surroundings of the quarry, mentioning approved houses and plots within a 300-meter radius,
as depicted in the burst diagram. Despite interruptions from quarry supporters, he continued
to express concerns and provide relevant information.

Mr.Shanmugam highlighted the crucial factors concerning the proposed quarry. Four
houses within a 300-meter radius, house plots, and the presence of a water tank within 500

meters were noted, all depicted in the splash map, though not included in the village map.
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Emphasizing the requirement for a 50-meter distance from the state highway, he pointed out
non-compliance by the existing operational quarry nearby. The need for a 50-meter gap even
for power lines is not adhered to in this case. Mr. Shanmugam firmly stated that, given these
irregularities, no permission should be granted under any circumstances. He stressed the
absence of the quarry's boundary in the plan map, atiributed to a single project designer. The
failure to include a laboratory report detailing potential environmental impacts, such as air,
land, water, and soil pollution, further raised concerns. Due to these discrepancies and the
rule stating houses and residential plots should not be within a 300-meter radius, Mr.
Shanmugam concluded that permission should not be granted for this quarry. He expressed

gratitude and concluded his speech.

18. Mr. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Directorate,

Karur:

In the region of Pugalur Taluk, Karur District, Anjoor Village, encompassing Field
Nos. 759, 761, and 762, a jointly conducting Public Hearing by the Karur District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board is ongoing. Covering an area of
4,81 hectares or appfoximately 12 acres, Sampathkumar's company leads the plain stone and
gravel quarry project. Present at this event are the Honorable District Backward Welfare
Officer Karur Kotatchiyar (in-charge) and our respected District Environmental Engineer.
The gathering includes journalists, stone quarry owners, individuals associated with quarry
owners, the local public, and social activists who have come from Andhra Pradesh to report
on the quarry.

Before delving into the Public hearing, there is a request for an additional half-hour to
discuss the details of the 45 types of documents, pending approval from the District
Environmental Engineer. Commencing the speech, a hero's salute is paid to Jaganathan,
a farmer from Kalipalayam, possibly within the same circle, who lost his life within three
days of attempting to close the Quarry, following revelations by the District Environmental
Engineer about seven years of illegal quarrying. Notably, there is no official record or
demarcation of the quarry field, a point emphasized multiple times. In this quarry, a
significant concern arises from leasing 1 cent of land on three sides, which can be further
subdivided without proper documentation. The Quarry owner continuously provides the area
without clear subdivisions, making it challenging for authorities to identify potential
mistakes. The recommendation is to subdivide the area and conduct a consultation meeting

tor the quarrymen to address these issues.



Highlighting the regulations governing quarry consultations, it is emphasized that the
Minor Mineral Concession Act, 1959 serves as the general rule. The Act specifies criteria for
different structures and features, such as houses, tenements, urban buildings, government
buildings, streams, roads, power lines, petroleum lines, drinking water lines, cisterns,
temples, archaeological monuments, and charitable institutions. Section 36(1) emphasizes
that there should be no houses within a 300-meter radius from the quarry site. Recognized
houses need to be marked on the village or field map and approved by the Panchayat.

Reviewing the documents provided by the company for the quarry, it is noted that the
flat 1o mentions houses, raising concerns about compliance with the recognized house
criteria and the 300-meter radius rule outlined in the Act. The speaker urges a thorough
examination of these documents to ensure adherence to regulations.

The speaker raised concerns about the absence of the village map and questioned
whether the Village Administrative Officer had provided it as usual. The planner is accused
of not including crucial information in the map. The Village Administrative Officer's
certificate from March 11, 2023, stating no recognized house plot, village natham, water
level, outcrop, ancient symbols, school, cemetery, temple, surge, mosque within a radius of
about 300 meters from the potential quarry site is challenged. The speaker mentioned
discrepancies, questioning the lack of documents like the H1 notice, public hearing evidence,
Village Administrative Officer's certificate of opinion, and revenue officer's proof. The
absence of these documents raises suspicions about the authenticity of the company's
certificate.

There are allegations that the Village Administrative Officer may have forged the
signature, leading to an ongoing case. The speaker emphasized the need for evidence and
adherence to the law, pointing out that officials could face consequences if found guilty. The
project designer's lack of awareness about the 45 types of documents is highlighted, with the
speaker urging truthfulness in meeting records.

The speaker shared their background and expressed frustration with letters sent to
their address, emphasizing that addressing concerns is essential. The mention of an
archaeological symbol in Kodumudi and the presence of the Njarnu canal within 100 meters
are brought up. The discussion shifts to the company's directive regarding places within 500
meters of bridges, highlighting the need for proper documentation and adherence to
regulations. The speaker pointed out several crucial factors regarding the proposed quarry
site, including the proximity of the NSR bridge, a drinking water tank, and numerous

greenhouses. Tower line 833 through 831 with high-power towers is highlighted, and
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reference is made, Indian Electricity Act 1956 section 86, which clearly states that a quarry
should not be constructed within 300 meters of a high-power tower. This regulation has led to
the denial of permission for many quarries in Tirupur.

The speaker raised concerns about the company not providing letters from various
departments, particularly the forest department. They emphasize that it is the company's
responsibility to include all relevant documents. The absence of a forest department letter is
considered a significant issue.

Additionally, the speaker questions whether the proposed quarry, if blasted at 50
meters, would impact the joint drinking water project in the south. They inquire about the
necessary precautions and measures to prevent any adverse effects on the water project.

“Varumunnark KaavaadhaanVaazhkkai Erimunnar

VaiththooruPolakKetum”

The speaker emphasizes the importance of everyone adhering to the law, urging
transparency and honesty in discussions. They highlight their background, having been born
in Chennimalai and currently residing in Karur, and having worked in a government
department in Muttur. The assertion challenges claims of no houses within 300 meters and
questions whether stones were illegally sourced for Crusher and M-Sand.

The speaker criticizes government officials for not implementing the High Court's
December 2021 order to inspect all 338 quarries in Karur district. They suggest that if
implemented, the government could have generated significant revenue, addressing concerns
about private ownership and the lack of legal foundations for quarrying.

The issue is further discussed, emphasizing the absence of legal basis for quarrying in
the area. The speaker references a leader's statement about the closure of a quarry when 20
people collectively planted a tree, emphasizing the importance of specific tree types. They
express doubt about the proper maintenance of trees around the quarries, raising questions
about the accuracy of information provided. Additionally, the speaker points out that the
quarry is situated within 150 meters of the state highway and mentions an order from the
chief secretary of the Tamil Nadu government in July 2022, stating that Sampath Kumar
Quarry has not been fenced as per the directive.

The speaker raises concerns about the lack of boundary stones in the DGMS
document, emphasizing the need for transparency in the process. They question the absence
of latitude and longitude coordinates when seeking permission for the quarry. The speaker
expresses frustration at the perceived reluctance to discuss quarry-related issues and

highlights the importance of addressing such matters openly. They discuss the ongoing fight
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to protect the soil in Tamil Nadu and reference the challenges faced by activists like Mukilan,
stressing the significance of understanding and speaking out against threats to the
environment.

The impact of quarries on air and water pollution is discussed, connecting it to health
issues in the community. The speaker raises concerns about the potential long-term effects of
pollution, especially regarding the impact on future génerations and the government's
acknowledgment of health risks. The speaker further criticizes the transportation of heavy
loads, suggesting that the presence of a 100-ton way-bridge indicates illegal mineral
smuggling. They conclude by expressing frustration with the perceived lack of rule of law in
Karur district. )

The speaker outlines multiple violations associated with Sampathkumar Quarry,
including the presence of recognized houses and tenements within a 300-meter radius,
insufficient gaps to roads and bridges, and proximity to a high-power tower, They highlight
the absence of letters from relevant departments and emphasize that the quarry does not
comply with the specified rules and distances. The speaker suggests that if Sampathkumar
adjusts the distances and operates the quarry legally, there would be no need for further

‘discussion. However, they assert that given the current violations, legal permission cannot be
granted to the quarry.

Financial considerations are mentioned, with the speaker expressing concerns about
potential bribes or payments to authorities for permission. They reference the head of the
Quarry Owners Association stating that even if illegal quarries pay, they will be shut down.,
The speaker emphasizes the importance of protecting the soil for future generations, urging
action against the illegal operation of Sampath Kumar quarry to prevent adverse effects on
the community and their descendants. The speaker concludes by emphasizing the need for
penalties against illegally taken stones and urges the immediate installation of wire fencing,
pointing out that Sampathkumar Quarry is not legally qualified to operate. They question the
legal basis and criteria for the officer to register and send the information to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Committee in Chennai.

The speaker calls for adherence to the law in operating quarries, citing the closure of
two quarries in Lakshmipuram due to the presence of a house. They express concern about
companies providing false documents and suggest blacklisting those hiding documents. The
speaker refers to a case filed against a village administrative officer and recommends filing a

case at Thenilai police station for giving false information. The speech concludes with a

thank you.
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District Environmental Engineer:

Finally, in her speech of thanks, she expressed his gratitude on behalf of the District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the Government officials
including the Deputy Collector, the police, journalists, and the public for presiding over this

public opinion meeting. Also, the public opinion meeting was completed.
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