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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing meeting of M/s. K.Sakthivel Multi Coloured

Granite Quarry located at S.F.No.351 of Nallur Village, Kulithalai Taluk, Karur
District over an extent of 2.51.5 Hectares held on 24.12.2024 -12.00 Noon at

Rajini_Thirumana Mahal, Manaparai — Kulithalai Main Road, Thogamalai,
Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District.
Participants

1. Thiru.K.Karunakaran,
Assistant Commissioner (Excise),

Karur District.

2. Er.V.Jayakumar, ‘
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Karur.

3. Public— AsperList.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed all the public hearing gathered
to attend the meeting which is being held on behalf of the District Administration and
the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. Now, M/s K. Sakthivel Multi Coloured
Granite Quarry had applied to held this public hearing. As per the Environmental
Impact Assessment Re‘port of 20086, it is mandatory to seek public opinion on the
project. Therefore, this public hearing is being held today. In this regard, already an
advertisement was published in the Dinathanthi Tamil daily and The New Indian
Express English daily, both dated 20.11.2024. Copies of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Report related to this project were made available for public viewing
one month in advance at the District Collector's Office, the District Industrial Centre,
and the Panchayat Union Office.

He further informed that a wide publicity was also made in this regard about

the meeting on 20.12.2024 in Nallur and its surrounding villages through



loudspeakers, pamphlets and posters. A copy of executive summary report in both
Tamil and English regarding the project has also been uploaded to the website of the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for public viewing. He then requested the

Assistant Commissioner (Excise) to preside over the meeting.

Assistant Commissioner (Excise):

The Assistant Commissioner (Excise) welcomed the public who attended the
public hearing meeting. He informed that the public hearing regarding
M/s.K. Sakthivel Multi Coloured Granite Quarry to be established at SF No. 351,
Nallur village is being conducted in accordance with Government guidelines. He also
mentioned that information related to this project has already been uploaded on
TNPCB websites.He has requested the public to express their views clearly and
concisely, without any hesitation. He assured that all the opinions and grievances
raised in this public hearing meeting would be submitted impartially to the
government. The Assistant Commissioner (Excise) further informed that the project

consultant for the quarry would brief the project.

Environmental Consultant, Eco-tech Labs Private Limited, Chennai:

He welcomed the Assistant Commissioner (Excise), the District Environmental
Engineer, all government officials from various departments, members of the press,
environmental activists, and police officers to the public hearing meeting. He then
explained the details of the proposed project as follows:

1. Project Summary
Project Map
Satellite Map
Key Features of the Site
Satellite Map of the Project Site (300 m, 1.0 km 10 km radius)
Village Map
Topographic Map - 10 km Radius
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Proposed Quarry Site
9. Population Density
10. Water Requirement
11.Human Resources

12. Electricity Requirement



13.Process Description
14.Total Geological Reserves
15. Total Mine Reserves
16.Map of Proposed Mine Site
17.Mine Resources and Five Year Production Volume
18.Five Year Production Volume
19. Locations of Baseline Sampling
20. Air Environment
21.Acoustic Environment
22.Aguatic Environment
23.Terrestrial Environment
24 . Biological Environment
25. Expected Environmental Impact
26.Green Belt Development
27.Project Cost
28.Corporate Environmental Responsibility (CER) Cost
29.Mine Closure Plan
30.Conclusion and Project Benefits
District Environmental Engineer:

He asked the requested the public to register their name along with address

and to provide their opinion one by one regarding the project accordingly.

1. Mr.Nagarajan,Veeranampatty:

.He informed that there is a burial ground with close proximity to proposed to
project site. Similarly, residential plots were located in Survey No. 353. He opposed
to the project.

2. Mr.K.Rajasekhar,Tharagampatty :
He opposed to the Project and instead that permission should not be granted

to extract mineral resources from Nallur village. He also added that the unit authority
has applied for environmental clearance providing false documents. He also
requested that the government authority should take sever enforcement measures to

mitigate and control the illegal mining activities.



3. Mr.Senthilkumar,Perur :

He welcomed to the project and also added that the issue of environmental
clearance should be carried out in compliances with all the available legal
mechanism for mining activities.

4. Mr.R.S.Mukilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection

Committe, Pugalur, Karur:

| would like to express my greetings to all those who attended the public
hearing meeting for the proposed granite quarry covering an area of 2.51.5 hectares
in Kulithalai Taluk, Nallur Village, SF No. 351, jointly organized by the Karur District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. He informed that earlier
examined the government document available on the internet to verify whether the
sitting of the this quarry complies with Section 36 of the Minor Mineral Concession
Rules, 1959. It is clearly stated that if there is a cemetery, located at distance of at
least 30 meters from the proposed quarry site. He also emphasized that there is a
approach road in the South, East and North east of the proposed site. The Pollution
Control Board may have published a plan on the internet. There are three
cemeteries in SF No. 351. Whether they are currently operational or not is another
matter. Mugilan did not say this; it is clearly stated in the government document. The
field map shows paths leading to the south, east, and northeast. If there is a
carriageway or footpath, the Minor Minerals Act states that the quarry should be
located at a distance of at least 35 feet. However, the existence of a cemetery,
carriageway, and footpath has been concealed in the project assessment report.
This constitutes a violation of the law.

The computer-generated map also shows residential building in SF No. 351
oni the northern side. These houses may or may not be demolished. According to
Revenue Order No. 26, Section 15, permission cannot be granted to the quarry if
houses are found either in demolished or if houses have already been constructed.
Additionally, the map indicates the presence of temporary workers’ residential
quarters within 300 meters of the quarry. Therefore, it is evident that the Sakthivel
quarry does not comply with the legal requirements, and permission for its operation

cannot be granted as per the law.

There should be no quarry work established within a radius of 300 to 500

meters of any water storage structure or water reservoir. However, this site lies within

4



500-meter radius, and the quarry operates with numerous violations. Specifically, the
Sakthivel quarry has encroached upon the cemetery itself. It is the duty of the people
to restore the cemetery, and we earnestly request the RDO of this district to take
action to restore it after obtaining necessary permission from the Government.
Further more, he added that this quarry is riddled with violations concerning
greenery, land use, roadways, and other environmental aspects. Since these
operations contravene the Minor Minerals Act, permission for the quarry should not
be given and cannot be granted under the law at any cause. It is deeply concerning
that some high-ranking officials and intellectuals, who are expected to protect the
interests of the people, are instead acting against them in exchange for money. Such
acts of corruption are punishable under the law, and these individuals may face
imprisonment. Through this video, we appeal directly to the Chairman and Executive
Chairman of the State EnVironmentaI Assessment Committee to ensure that
permission for this quarry should not be granted. We also call on the Government, as
per the DMK's election agenda, to take over and manage all the private quarry
establishments has there are lot of violations in the proposed Sakthivel quarry. Since
there are violations in the Sakthivel quarry, he also added that clearance cannot be
granted at any cause to this Sakthivel quarry and he concluded his speech by saying,
"Thank you for the opportunity.”

5. Mr.Marutharaj, President, Nallur Panchayat :

| am the President of Nallur Panchayat. The land for the Sakthivel Quarry was
sanctioned in 2017. Our village is one of the most economically backward villages in
the Kulithalai Union, with a population of 2,200 voters. We look at the government
infrastructure available in our village, there is only a single school and a cooperative
society which operates on a part-time basis. _

| have studied MBA, and my wife has studied MA. As far as we know, no
industrial activities has come to our village so far, nor is there any likelihood of one
coming in the near future. When approached by the quarry operators, they treated us
like family, and we gave them permission to start their operations after signing an
agreement with us. The quarry was operated for one year later it was closed. He
also added that about over 100 families improved significantly. They supported the
villagers by providing job opportunity there by improving their economic conditions.
Additionally, they contributed to the development of the community by providing

water pump motor facilities to schools, donating for the maintenance of temples, and
5



helping with the foundation work of the Village Administration Office.

There is no designated cemetery in Nallur Village. When a death occurs,
families bury their loved ones on their own patta land. There is no cemetery shed or
burial ground approved by the government or the authorities. The entire northern
part of the quarry consists of only 9 acres of land belonging to our community. | am

Let the law determine whether the quarry is legal or not. | am speaking purely from a
humanitarian perspective. We are not troubled by the presence of this quarry. Some
claim there is a carriage way near the quarry, but | have built my house on what they

the project.
6. Mr.P.Rathinam, Nallur: '
I'am a member of the Panchayat Council representing the 5" Warg. Our

village is predominantly below the poverty line. This quarry has the potential to
benefit the educated youth by creating more employment opportunities. As long as
the quarry Operates in compliance with government regulations, we have no
objection to its functioning and he welcomed the project.

7. Mr. Mani, Ponnampatty:

He welcomed the project and stated that he "has no Objection to the

establishment of this quarry, provided if it complies with government regulations.



8. Mr. Ponnusamy, Nallur :

If this quarry is established, the village will develop. Regardless of which
government is in power, our village remains backward. Therefore, he has no
objection to the establishment of this quarry and he welcomed the project.

9. Mr.Nagaraj, Bommanayakkanpatty :

Greetings to everyone. There is no crisis in Nallur village. We have the
opportunity to plant many coconut trees around the area. The place should be
greened. Already, 100 saplings have been planted, but many more saplings need to

be planted. We must work towards making it greener.

The District Environmental Engineer stated that the public opinions expressed
during this public hearing meeting would be recorded both in video and in writing,
and forwarded to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Committee.

District Environmental Engineer:

Finally, he expressed his gratitude to all the government officials, police,
journalists, and the public on behalf of the District Administration and the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, including the Assistant Commissioner (Excise) who chaired
the public hearing. The session concluded with the playing of the national anthem,

marking the end of the public hearing.

District En&rMe{t\al Engineer, Assista éommissioner (Excise),

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur District.
Karur District.
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