MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRIAL PARK OF M/s. STATE INDUSTRIES
PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMIL NADU LIMITED IN AN EXTENT
OF 698.205 HA (1724.566 ACRES) IN ADHAGAPADI VILLAGE OF
DHARMAPURI TALUK & ADHIYAMANKOTTAI, THADANGAM AND
BALAJANGA MANAHALLI VILLAGES OF NALLAMPALLI TALUK,
DHARMAPURI DISTRICT ON 11.06.2024 AT 11.00 A.M., IN K.J.PLAZA,
SALEM MAIN ROAD, EERAPATTI BUS STOP, A.JETTIHALLI VILLAGE,
NALLAMPALLI TALUK, DHARMAPURI DISTRICT

Project Name: SIPCOT Industrial Park, Dharmapuri.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Dr.C.Paul Princely Rajkumar : District Revenue Officer,
Dharmapuri.
2. Er.A.Nithyalakshmi : District Environmental Engineer,

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri.

List of Project representatives, Government staff and public participated is

enclosed
District Environmental Engineer, Dharmapuri

At the outset, the District Environment Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Dharmapuri welcomed the District Revenue Officer,
Dharmapuri District, other Government Officials, Public, Social &
Environmental activists for the Public Hearing and informed that the M/s.
State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited (SIPCOT) has
proposed to develop an Industrial Park over an Extent of 698.205 Ha
(1724.566 Acres) at Adhagapadi Village of Dharmapuri Taluk &



Adhiyamankottai, Thadangam and Balajangamanahalli Villages of
Nallampalli Taluk, Dharmapuri District. SIPCOT has applied for
Environmental Clearance for their proposed project to Ministry of
Environmental, Forest and Climate change (MoEF&CC). In this regard,
MoEF&CC has issued Terms of Reference (TOR), subject to one of the
conditions that Public Hearing has to be conducted so as to address the
concerns raised by the public. Based on that, the public hearing was arranged
on today 11.06.2024 after getting approval from the District Collector,
Dharmapuri District and as mandated public notice has been published in
the newspaper namely “New Indian Express” (English) & “Dhinathanthi
(Tamil)” on 09.03.2024.

The Project Proponent will make power point presentation about the
said proposed project. After that the public were requested to express their
views, concerns and questions if any by indicating their name and village
name from where he /she belongs and also informed to the public that the
proceedings (audio and video recording) of the meeting along with the hard
copy of the minutes of the meeting will be recorded and sent to the MoEF&CC,
New-Delhi.

On behalf of the Project Proponent, Environmental Consultant has

explained about the proposed project through a power point presentation.

In continuation to that, the public started to express their views,
opinions, concerns and questions and the clarification from the project

proponent are detailed below
1.Thiru.J.Pradapan, Ex.President, Laligam Panchayat

[ would like to welcome the District Revenue Officer who is chairing the
public hearing for environment clearance, the District Environmental
Engineer, Pollution Control Board, the Project representative of SIPCOT, the
Member of Legislative Assembly Thiru. Venkatesan and the public.

In Dharmapuri district, SIPCOT Project is the most awaited project, for

which various works have been completed and came up to environment



protection. I Welcome it. Today, India ranks first in the world in terms of
environment, china was there for 20 to 30 years and now we are at the top.
Establishing a factory creates a different impact on environment with respect
to land, air, water, sound, noise, light etc. Here various details have been

given on the basis that we will protect the environment.

For this public hearing meeting, only advertisement has been given.
You have given in Dhinathanthi and Indian express. But I have not seen in
any News since I am reading daily in seven newspapers. It must have been
~ published as news. If it comes as news only people will know about it also
everyone won't read advertisements. The district administration should take

note of this.

Now, 1724 Acres have been taken and it is stated that the water bodies
in it will remain the same as mentioned. But it should be protected
completely. Grazing land mentioned will come around 300 acres. What will be
the livelihood of the farmers who use that 300acre grass land? For those 337
acres, the government told that area in double shall be given somewhere else,
where it has been given should be informed in this meeting. Details about it
has to be mentioned here. All the Grass land in Dharfnapuri district are not
grazing land in today’s scenario. So you have taken 337acres of grazing land,
now in that land inside the SIPCOT only, animals can graze. If SIPCOT has
been established no one can go inside. Where the Alternate place has been
given for this.

District Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri - Land given in Pavalathur

Thiru.J.Pradapan, Ex.President, Laligam Panchayat

How many acres was given in Pavalathur has to be mentioned here and
where the replacement was given also shall be mentioned. Similarly, the water
bodies present there, agriculture based Dharmapuri district, particularly
upland cultivating place farmers living there, patta land is 223 acre but you
are saying that 857 acre were poromboke. But farmers are doing cultivation
in that government poromboke land, Thousands of farmers are going to

definitely shifted.



So what solution are we going to find for their environment? They are
going to go to another place from here, where they will live, when going to
some other place, they need a house and livelihood. Only those encroached
on land leased by the district administration have been given compensation.
There is always an opposite development when any project is coming. What
happens to those farmers, there is no compensation? Until today,
compensation is given only to those who encroached on the patta land holders
by the district administration, Proposals are being taken for that only. But
Farmers engaged in cultivation on poromboke land have not yet been
surveyed. No compensation for them. The Supreme Court has given the order,
and today we are going to be the Gujarat model. Medha Bhatkar staged a
fierce protest while taking the Narmada river in Gujarat and got the Supreme
Court order. The Supreme Court says that the people living on the government
land and those who have done agriculture should pay with compensation.
Similarly if a factory is coming, what they are going to produce? what will they
release in air? It goes for many kilometers without being seen and settles as
dust after many kilometers. one four-lane road and again a four-lane road,
water bodies are all affected, so how are we going to control the pollution that
can come from the air. It will go for many kilometers. You have said that about
27.1% of the area will be allocated for EV vehicles factories and remaining for

others.

Then the waste that going to be generated through electronic is the
highest electronic waste in the world today. We live in a country which unable
to destroy it. So at this place they will generate electronic waste from the
production and where you are going to dump all the electronic waste? Now sir
also said that there is a factory. How much water do we consume and how
much is released? How do we treat that water and where do we put it? If the
waste water is just poured in a pit, the underlying groundwater will be
affected.

So what plan do we have for that? If left directly in this area, all the
ground water will be affected and it will go to the well located several

kilometers away or it will affect the water bodies end what for that. Likewise
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the waste after the removal of water, where will you going to dump it? Does
the waste generated everyday will be removed on that same day? There are
many such problems like this because the factory is coming. So, environment
is for solving all this. Once upon a time, it was in Krishnagiri district now it
is in this district. So often this environment needs to be monitored and
protected. The photo you have presented is beautiful natural environment.
Now it is going to change. When such a change occurs, the factory must also
come without change in this nature. When that changes, the industry should
come without changing natural environment, the environment should be
protected and the standard of living of the people should be raised. You are
saying that 18000 people will get jobs, but really 18000 people from this
district will get jobs? I am not saying wrong, but it's a question?. For doing
building work also people from north will come. What is the first work to be
done in the factory? is to lay the base level for that you are going to use JCB
to dig the bottom pit, what is factory going to do? People of this district will
not get employment even in construction. Don't think I'm talking wrong. What
does the contractor think that the construction of the factory can be
completed in 15 days and so do complete the next construction? Can’t able to
complete the work in one year with the people of our Dharmapuri district,
because they will ask high wages, won’t come properly. Don’t think
mistakenly workers are workers, will come from other states. This is the basic.
We don't get the first job, can’t even get a tool lifting job. Another 18,000
people means what kind of officers, engineers, MBA graduates are going to
come, even if it is questionable, how much will be available to this district,
competition should be created for that. The district administration should
provide the same. If you say how many factories are going to come up, do you
mean the important CEO or chief executive officer, that type of officer, in order
to create them in our district, our district administration should arrange job
opportunities for MBA graduates, B.E., graduates from our district. In the
same way, there are protected forests on the side, it is a certain extent,
whatever you say, no matter what kind of factory is started, their chimney is
going to go up, that dust is going to settle beyond many kilometers and then

how do you control the pollution from that chimney. Now they have invented
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so many things, also invented many in international level for pollution control.
Our country India and Vienna have gone to another country's environmental
conference. The question of the future is that Dharmapuri district which is
living in a natural environment is going to diverge from nature and going to

use the land for industries.

Thanks for telling these details and letting us know, that what can be
done which will not affect the natural environment of Dharmapuri district,
when that happens, similarly, you are saying that the solid waste

management, commercial activities and plants in green zone area.

You have prepared map for it and FMB to tell where and what is going
to come. Then tell us how many trees are there, 48,627 trees in that plots and
have planned for cutting it. If half of them are cut, then 12,000 is quarter,
what arrangements have been made for it. What is the co-ordination for that,
similarly, this SIPCOT industrial park has been set up especially in
Nallampalli area in Nallampalli Taluk. Then Pollution Control Board is also
located nearby. It should be monitored frequently. More than that, you should
at least give a news in newspapers about the possible effects of SIPCOT, the
environmental damage caused by SIPCOT, the damage to grazing land, and
have to give minimum explanation for these in this public hearing meeting. It
has to reach all. For those in this union. Similarly, to protect this
environment, a safety committee should be formed within the SIPCOT
campus, consisting of general public, social activists, local government
representatives and people's representatives in this district. This is what
matters. Today you have said, but the future factory owners also should

follow.

If it is not followed, there is no use in talking about the environment. 1
don't know whether the president of four panchayats have come or not and
president of four panchayats must say their opinion if they came. Then a
monitoring/supervising committee consisting all of them shall monitor the

pollution only and report has to be given to them by the district environment



for every three months to six months regarding Who has done correctly and

which business owner of which factory have violated.

They also want to see it and the public wants to see it, because why [
am telling this is, India is the first country in the world to be affected by the
environment. When searching in Google, India is the first country, we came

ahead and China has gone backwards in 30 years.

This district is protected by natural environment. Therefore, I would like
to express my opinion that comprehensive measures should be taken to

protect the environment in this district.

2. Thiru.K.Ramachandran (Thagadur Vanapriyan) Environmental
Activist.

Good morning to all. My name is K.Ramachandran alias Thagadur
Vanapriyan. | am an environmentalist and I have written 23 books including
three collections of poems on environmental and natural conservation. The
Tamil Nadu government has also honored me with Tamil Chemmal award. I

have also visited neighboring countries, regarding the environment.

My own land was acquired by Government for this SIPCOT project. So
I went to ask the concerned department for some information, but they did
not say anything, so I sought lot of informations under the Right to
Information Act and recorded it. Based on that, Dharmapuri SIPCOT should
come in this district. Because I am interested in the development of
Dharmapuri district since the beginning, I don't want to tell that, only few

people in this meeting might know

About 1724 acres of land had been acquired by government for this
SIPCOT project. Out of 1724 acres, 550 acres having 205 survey numbers in
patta land in that 1915 members are patta holders. Around 925 acres
arevporomboke, meichal land covering four panchayat, 197 acres are water

bodies-poromboke land and 50 acres are road
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As far as the patta land concerned, there is a land acquisition area
called Jayam Nagar, almost 820 plots in that area and the record says that
the plot cost Rs 80 per square ft. According to the Land Acquisition Act, on
the date of advertisement, whatever rate is followed in the registration
department they need to give for the acquired land but officials has waited

intentionally upto 5 years to drop the rate of land up to 6 per square ft.

This kind of act should be avoided so that people will not suffer. Next
when it comes to poramboke land Where are they giving those 925 acres?
They have given it near pennagaram. What GO says that whenever
government acquired poramboke land. They have to allocate the same in the
same panchayat itself. but they are going to allocate the land in pennagaram.
So what is the arrangement for the cattle that are here to go there and graze

every day? That is one of the major problem kindly consider it

I have collected information and recorded about meichaltharai
poromboke land which was acquired for this project from 1963.The forest
department is planting trees there since 1963. Mettu Vellamai means they
will plant 1000 trees mainly depends upon rain, if it rains, the tree will grow,
if not, it will die. Like that in that place they have planted 20,00,000 trees
which were died. I have collected information regarding how many trees are
there now in that area from Forest department. Still that area was under
forest department but SIPCOT official have claimed that area was procured

by them I don’t know which information is true.

There are 1, 72,000 trees in that area what will happen if those trees
are cut? If the trees are cut down, the environment here will definitely affect
us. Everybody read about the impact of climate in the newspaper daily. All
this is due to cutting of trees. They have hidden 1, 72,000 trees. I have the
records. In this connection forest department has decided to jointly inspect

that area but they have not done.

Those who can talk about the impact on the environment in this

forum will need to think that around 50 to 60 years they have planted 20



lakhs trees but only 1.72 lakhs trees are alive if we cut those trees what will

happen to environment?

At the same time, we need SIPCOT and we don’t like to compromise
in environmental aspect. hence I suggest you to acquire less dense cover and
leave the dense forest area. Go there and see that it will look like suicide point.
It is my opinion that is not possible to built SIPCOT in that area since it was
slope hence it is requested to take other meichal land by leaving dense cover.
I am going to take all this record to court to seek justice. we don’t need to
compromise environment for job opportunity you have to think about all this.

So, I request you sir to find a solution for this. Thank you and good bye.
3. Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

I would like to extend my gratitude to all the activist, officials, SIPCOT
officials, press reporters, Police officials. My name is Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri
Town. My land is in the centre of the SIPCOT. I own the 716/2 land which
you have already taken. You took the land saying that you will take 10 more
acres. As an environmentalist, national infrastructure activist, I would like to
convey my comments and questions here. Are you recording sir? Are there
any trees in the project site that you have mentioned in this project? First
question, is there or not? If yes, how many trees are there? My question is
that do you know what size and depth the tree is, why it is means, in your
SIPCOT Proposal on 17.07.2019, it was mentioned that there are no valuable
trees in the Note of Separate District Revenue Officer Audit Committee of
Dharmapuri SIPCOT Land Acquisition. But any SIPCOT officials or officials
from outside went inside to see the field condition. Have you ever visited
historical place surrounded by natural beauty called PathikaalPallam in

Tadangam where the King Adhiyaman used to graze his horses,

Do you know that and do you know why it got the name
PathikaalPallam. Don’t do the activities to destroy this historical place in the
name of SIPCOT. Need Industrial revolution, people need business. But at the
same time, in the near future, the major environmental health hazard called

global warming may come to our Dharmapuri city can take 5 degrees more,
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you still show the green belt you can get in a good way. | am also an Engineer
and I came here after completing B.E, M.B.A and Ph.D and worked in
Industries. Based on that, it is my opinion that the temperature of
Dharmapuri city will increase by 5 degrees in the next 5 to 10 years due to
this SIPCOT. This should be recorded because in the land you acquired, there
are more than 3 lakh trees in the SIPCOT Acquired Land. All these trees are
there for thousands of years since the time of King Adhiyaman. My question
is why you didn't consider that, since your authorities have all the documents.
[ have seen the EC proposal that was sent to Delhi which was uploaded in the

site. There is no notes in this regard.

You should see how green this place in the 2014 Satellite Image. 1 will
share this satellite image. Whoever proposed this SIPCOT, did you analyze
anything relevant to the trees which is located in the field? I will ask next
question, if you answer my question that did you investigated the presence

and density of trees in that area?

It is the 2014 satellite image. | have various stages of year of satellite
image. Not only that, but it is also a necessary part of Mettur Silt. They had
declassified this area to dump silt from that place. Did you mentioned that in
this project proposal? Field is Allocated for Mettur. Second question. I asked
two questions. Ask the Revenue Officer whether there is Mettur Silt in the
Revenue record or not? Answer us only after knowing the explanation for each,
will move on to the next step. My thought is SIPCOT has to come. But the
environment should not be affected in any way. Let me tell you one more
thing. Officials who can be here and those from SIPCOT will go to their
respective towns. But we live in this land. Our generations will be here after
10 years or 15 years or 20 years. who will come and save our children and

descendants, if the environmental conditions here are gone?.

Considering all these things, I would like to point out the idea that only
if we take that action today, our children will be able to grow in a healthy

environment in the future. Please note this point. At the same time, | have
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asked two questions. Sir, ask this person who is here in SIPCOT, whether

they consider number of trees which is located in that location.
DRO, Dharmapuri

We have done tree assessment Sir
Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

Clearing Given by whom. my question is whether my doubt is this?
Whether there are trees in that area or not, if yes, how many trees are present
there? Do you have its detail? Did you consider it in your project proposal or
not? I say that is wrong information. It should come in project proposal. I can

show which expert sir, what is his designation, what is his qualification.
Project Representative,

There are 48,623 trees are present there sir
Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

What kind of sample they have taken and whether they have taken
physical location and tree counting satellite image based. Is that sampling or
physical counting study based what sir the data which providing is wrong or
it is not dispute it is a question or doubt raised by me. Your responsibility is
clear it sir. Why do you say dispute? There are 37055 trees and they have
certified them. Documents are there. Similarly in 2003-2004, live trees 300
hectares have taken in Sivasubramani Nagar Tap. There are 51230 trees.

They had informed. It is just taken orally. Need to take completely.

Similarly in 2000-2001, it was informed that there are 28347 trees in
350 hectares KattuMariammanKoil TAP. It is the official record given by Forest
Department. I say it is a wrong information. Because it is not fully counted.
My first demand is to do full counting. My second question is whether it is
possible to do Bush Clearance without obtaining Environmental Clearance?
Is it allowed to do Bush Clearance in that area with JCB without obtaining

Environmental Clearance? It is called Bush Clearance in road construction.
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In that they have destroyed lot of trees. You do not have answer for my second

question as well. Third
District Environmental Engineer, Dharmapuri

Tell us your views and we will record it and send it to the Ministry of

Environment office. Give them in writing.
Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

In your project proposal study and in project preparation, are there any
details of bio diversity or those organisms in the four villages? Have you
researched what organisms are there? Do you know what the situation of
that? I am living in that area. | know. What do you know? Did you consider it
in this? Answer for this sir. Those who came up with this project proposal,
tell me, I listen to them through you. What biodiversity was there in the thick
forest areas in the villages where the land acquired? Has anyone filed case in
this regard? Is there anything related to Biodiversity Environmental related?

DEE Madam please reply.
District Environmental Engineer, Dharmapuri

Sir please ask your questions completely and at the end he will answer.

Everything is recorded.
Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

But so far no answer has been received. Here most are EV related
project only. Cathode is the main use in EV. If you see Hazardous in battery,
they are saying Solid waste Management, Zero Water Discharge. But in
practice, the battery-related products contain hazardous substances like
sulfuric acid, mercury, nickel, cadmium, and lead. Let us keep sulfuric acid
for 2 hours, whether it will go in air or not? Similarly, soil corrosion causes
soil water contamination. It will affect the surrounding ecosystem in
Dharmapuri District. All houses are located nearby and it is very dangerous.

This issue should not arise in the future. Hazardous gas will form because of
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this. Also metals and cathode contacts cause fire. Gas will also form due to
fire. Who is responsible for all that? See how much this is in your project

proposal. Practically it will happen. What is the solution for it?

I have goat and cow in my land. Nothing now. Because, SIPCOT is
taking land. They cleared all the bushe and they destroyed everything that
looked like a forest by building a road. I would like to record now. They come
from Kaveripattinam to graze the goats and cows and keep herds of goats and
cows on the land and now it was destroyed. They lost their livelihood. Are
there people here who can listen to their voices? Similarly, I have to take the
goats by bus to Pennagaram Pavalathur, if I want to rise 100 goats, tell me
how far it has to go. What will happen to my livelihood if I go 40 km to graze
goats? Did you consider this in your project proposal? In the SIPCOT order it
should be in the same taluk as mentioned G.O. but you have violated it. Please

consider and note it.

Alternate Lands for grazing lands are in different blocks or in different
taluks. As per order, it should be in the same taluk. I will record that violation

in this place.

Similarly, you say that water can be purchased through private sector.

How much water need for one day. Where does this water come from even we

don’t have drinking water source. How much water do you need and how will

you carry it? Already they are refusing to give water from Cauvery. Need 14

lakhs litre for drinking. This project is not satisfactory. There is no water for

drinking, then how will you get water for industries. How many million litres

_is required per day for the factory, how much is for one year, how much for
10 years sir? Have you considered what the demand of water for people after

10 years, whether this is applicable, whether water will be available without

shortage, and how much water you need? I request you to inform about this.

In Dharmapuri the place you have chosen for SIPCOT is a place, which
provides cool air. The place is Mettur Stanley Reservoir catchment area from
which there is a green area lined with forests. You are going to encroach on

this natural setting of trees, streams and rivers to set up SIPCOT. My request
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is to do the work without disturbing it. You cannot retrieve this nature. As
you know, the temperature in Tamil Nadu has increased to 104, 108 in the
last month. After 5 years the same will happen in Dharmapuri if SIPCOT
comes. Need to do study for that. Temperature rising study has to be done.
You should study the impact of clearing these forests and trees as a thesis in
S to 10 years. Changes like that will come. I thank for the opportunity by
saying that if there are no trees, there will be no rain and the temperature will
rise.

4.Thiru.Murugan. Tadangam Panchayat.

[ would like to offer my first salutations to the District Revenue Officer
who is presiding over the event, the District Environmental Engineer, our
District Assembly Member and the District Club Secretary and the public who

are sitting here to listen to their opinions.

In my panchayat, 172.26 acres of patta land and 307 acres of
poramboke land acquired for this project Sir, tell me how much land and how
far adjacent to the panchayat land should be taken for village development.
Please register it because we have given 200 acres of land in our panchayat.
That's all there for the development of our village panchayat. We have given
you that too. We have left so much space for rural development. Sir Where
are you going to allocate area for village development. Now there are all thorn
trees only water saving trees should be planted in all the places of the
panchayat. Previously brother (public) has mentioned these activities will

destroy the nature. The formula is one lives well at the cost of other.

Good water bearing trees, trees that release oxygen should be selected
and planted and maintained. Planting trees alone is not enough, water source
is needed for that. If you want to grow and maintain trees, you need to allocate
funds for it. A tree can be saved only if funds are given. To protect the
environment, permission to the factories should be given after first planting

and maintaining trees

There is water scarcity in Dharmapuri district, the underground water

has decreased, we have a surplus water project in our hogenakal, you should
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tell the government about it, if you bring that surplus water project, we can
prevent all the water from getting wasted in the sea during the rainy season.
Carry out the surplus water project, we can store surplus water in the lake,
only then we can supply the water to the companies, with that water we can

protect the people and grow the trees

2000 acres of land was taken. It’s not for saving people of Dharmapuri.
At any point of time, North state people only going to live here. No one in

Dharmapuri will be here.

Even after giving 2000 acres of land, the people belonging to this district
will not get job opportunity because company will surf the qualification in
internet based on that only they will appoint the person so there is less
opportunity for our people. so I would like know how many job opportunity
will be created for this people. Will u give priority to the people who have given

land to this project?

Dharmapuri district is a backward district, we are welcoming this
project. There are many struggles and protests for that. My opinion is to bring
the basic resources for it and then implement it. Again and again please
implement this surplus water scheme first and then implement the SIPCOT

scheme.
5. Thiru.Pachagounder, Adagapadi Village

I would like to offer my first salutations to the District Revenue Officer
who is presiding over the event, the District Environmental Engineer, our
District Assembly Member and the District Club Secretary and the public who

are sitting here to listen to their opinions.

There are 100 families living in the porambokeland in the area of
Chinnathadangam, Quilon Thoppu, Sivasubramania Nagar, Kattu
MariammanKoil, MysuranKotai, KattuKotai in Adagapadi Village 100 families
are displaced as orphans. They were given with 2 cents of land. but within
this small area of land will they rear cattle? Even tﬁey rear where they will go
for grazing? Will they go for grazing at pennagarm daily? So, I request
everyone to give area for grazing in Adagapadi Village.
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According to resources they are going to buy water from private
companies but. I don't know how mﬁch water they can buy from private
| companies But if all the water is absorbed through bore well in the area the
people who can live in the area do not know where to go. So measures must
be taken for this issue without affecting the environment, Shivsubramani
Nagar is just 1 km away. We are the first to be affected by this project. the
people who can live in the area do not know where to go. So we have people
who can live there without affecting the environment, Shivsubramani Nagar

is just 1 km away.

We want SIPCOT without environmental impact so please give
assurance for water resources as well allocate land for grazing in Adagapadi
village and allocate at least 2 cents each to 20 families who lived in

mysurankottai.
6. Thiru.Govindasamy, Panchayat President, Balajangamanahalli.

SIPCOT for our Dharmapuri district is a long time demand for all of us,
but at the same time my first request is that the SIPCOT has to establish as
per the comments/opinions recorded in this public hearing meeting. First of
all, once this SIPCOT industrial park is established, it sholud confirm that all
the workers in this Dharmapuri district should get employment. At the same
time, since the meeting is environment-related meeting, I will only put forward
a couple of comments related to the environment. As already mentioned by
our Adhagapadi members and friends who spoke earlier, the water sources
existing here, as said by all the farmers here, the ground water has decreased
drastically. We are in a situation where water is evailable only at a depth of
thousand feet of water. There is now a situation where water can be obtained
through bore well at minimum of 1,000 feet depth even in the Panchayat area.
So, like the surplus water project as coming to our Hogenakkal, by creating
some lakes, many land acquired in our Balajangamanahalli panchayat
comprises of water bodies. Water level will rise only if we create massive water
bodies here and there. So you should decide to give this permission only after

making arrangements to rise the water level without that impact. Likewise,
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the farmers have no income or money to put thousand foot bore well. But all
the companies here are powerful companies that can put up to 1000 foot,
1,500-foot bore well, even if they put bore well for 1200-foot, what is the

situation of nearby farmers? And there is no water in the water sources.

For that, you need to define the depth of the water from which water
should be taken only within a fixed depth. At the same time, land acquired in
Balajangamanahalli panchayat is Poramboke grazing land. I myself have seen
that many goats were grazed. From here they have given in Pennagaram
region. I think that as you said that nearby Nagarkoodal reserve forest is also
not a correct record. Because the forest where Balajangamanahalli is located
is in the Nagarkoodal forest. There are a lot of encroachments and I feel very
sorry for the revenue department, Whether the people in that department are
actually working or not? [ don't know whether they are protecting department
for it. As we protecting our panchayat assets, it is the responsibility of the
revenue department to keep it from encroachment. I am saying it commonly.
If you see in our panchayat, you have given permission, all these
environmental activists and officials are sitting in our AC room after giving
permission, and it is not so good. Because now someone is taking soil in our
village. Permission is given for 2 acres 14 cent, I will say it as it is, Soil is being
taken from all places in this Nallampalli Taluk, no action has been taken so
far for my complaints. It is disgraceful to the department that such a
permission given for the name sake by an officer without protecting the
health. At the same time, in order to protect this environment, we should
establish an environmental monitoring committee within the SIPCOT complex
in that area, as already said by friend Pradaban, the former Panchayat
President, with the people who are in this area, the local government
representatives who can be there because they can meet the people directly.
Similarly, it is my opinion that representatives of the local government and all
the villagers, NGOs should be appointed and a big committee should be

formed to protect the environment here.

Apart from that, in the national highways, the law says that if one tree

is cut down, 20 trees should be planted. We are going to destroy thousands
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of trees on tens of thousands of acres. We have seen the 100 degrees and 105
degrees temperature of the Dharmapuri district. A good forest, a good stream
and a separate monitoring committee that can monitor the SIPCOT can be
formed for this proposed SIPCOT in Dharmapuri district. Thank you for this
opportunity.

Thiru.Murugan. Tadangam Panchayat

Respected madam and sir, brother has asked what are all the animals
present in our forest and I will give explanation for that. Around thousand
spotted deer, countless national bird peacock, cuckoo, anteater, and many
kinds of wild animals. There is 18 acres of grazing land near our Panchayat
and my opinion is that you have to build animal Sanctuary there. There is
one canal check dam next to it, if it is raised, the water storage will increase
and the ground water level will rise and as my repeated humble opinion is

repeated, please fix both these. Thank you'

7. Hari Krishnan, Social Activist, Palayam Village

The big dream project of our Dharmapuri district is to have SIPCOT in
this area. | would like to thank government for executing this SIPCOT project
it is waste of time to discuss about the employment issue in this forum, MLA
will be the responsible person to deal this issue. Few years back when the
Dharmapuri District was integrated, SIPCOT was established at pochampalli.
We all welcomed that project at that time we are eagerly waited for the
company to be established in the SIPCOT pochampalli. At last crude oil
Company established in that area and spoil the agricultural land up to an
extent of 10 km. We protest to stop the project but we failed. Industries which
are going to be established in dharmapuri SIPCOT are all energy based
industries. So, I request to take measures to establish SIPCOT in this district

without affecting environment
I would like to thank for giving this opportunity to discuss in this forum.

8.Thiru. Thadagam Subramani,Ex-MLA, Thadangam Village
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On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board the public hearing
meeting is being held here in a grand manner. Good morning to the Revenue
Officer of our district, who is presiding over this special meeting, the District

Environmental Engineer the MLA, SIPCOT Officer and all other participants.

First of all, on behalf of Dharmapuri district, I would like to express my
gratitude to the Hon'ble Thalapathy, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. As far
as Dharmapuri district concerned, it is totally dependent on agriculture with
no industrial resources. | am not exaggerating that educated students and
youth are in a situation where they can go to the neighbouring state in search

of employment

By considering this district does not have any industrial resources the
then Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Kalaignar who ruled Tamil Nadu for five
times, announced SIPCOT with good intention. But SIPCOT did not come in
this district for 10 years because of ADMK.

But our thalapathy Hon'ble Chief Minister as a leader who cares for
Dharmapuri district immediately announced SIPCOT. After that, the district
administration has gradually speeded up the process, acquired land and the
Collector, Revenue Officer as well as the Environmental Engineer and all the
officials in this Dharmapuri district have paid special attention to this to bring
the industry prosperity. The Chief Minister went abroad to bring foreign
investors other wise all the industries that should have come in Tamil Nadu
have gone to neighboring states. With the good intention of providing
employment to the educated youth of the people of Tamil Nadu, they have
announced SIPCOT.

There are many industries in Hosur and Krishnagiri district. District
Administration should take steps to bring more number of industries in the
Dharmapuri SIPCOT. Similarly with good intention, as our Balu,
Ramachandra and friend Prathaban spoke wonderfully that the authorities
should monitor the industries to ensure that the environment in this area is

not affected through these factories in the future.
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Similarly, Ramachandran was in the forest department. He has
highlighted how much that forest should be protected, how important it is
and as Balu spoke brilliantly like a college lecturer taking his point on board.
For that authorities please don't get angry. He has spoken as per this district
situation and if you take note of those notes and provide answer, he will
cooperate in every way to start SIPCOT. District Collector is giving special
attention to bring more industries in the SIPCOT. When,] was a member of
the Legislative Assembly, for the questions asked by our leader regarding the
SIPCOT work to the Minister of industry, the minister of this district will give

an answer and it has remained the same for 10 years.

But now, our Hon’ble Chief Minister cares about the district and
[ request the District Administration should provide special attention to the
employment of educated youngster by establishing more number of industries
in this SIPCOT.

Similarly, we also pay special attention to surplus water as spoke by
the husband of our panchayat president. The Member of Legislative Assembly
and their leader have also given special attention to this. During heavy rains,
the water coming from Karnataka fills Mettur Dam to 120 feet and flows into
sea through delta region uselessly. We have made a request to the Hon’ble
Chief Minister to bring the water through the Hogenakkal Joint Water Project
through the pipeline to quench the thirst of the mothers of Dharmapuri and

Krishnagiri district.

We have a responsible minister for Dharmapuri district, the Hon’ble
Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare had paid special attention, the
Hon’ble Water Resources Minister Durai Murugan, as well as Hon’ble Minister
of Municipal Administration KN Nehru, we bring them here Hogenakkal to
monitor the area and the Hon’ble Chief Minister is in position today to provide

surplus water through pipeline, to fill lakes and help farmers.

Similarly, government officers know that there is a small problem with
Karnataka. We will be fully engaged in the work of correcting it and ensuring

the arrival of surplus water. Please don’t be afraid of that. The district
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environmental engineer and the revenue officer have given special attention
and said in this meeting, if there is something like that, I kindly request you
to correct it, bring it to the attention of the government and also I request you
the district administration to pay special attention to allocate land in the

respective taluk where the land has been taken. Thank you.
9. Thiru. Murugan, Errapatti Village

I had gone for Bombay in the year 1985 for employment and I had
purchased the land located in the S.F. No. 323/1, of extent 3 cents
in/Vethalakaran Pallam and also I have given education to my Children. Now
the land has been acquired by the SIPCOT. Since I am uneducated, I don’t
know the effects of environment going to cause by the establishment of
SIPCOT. My desire is the people of Dharmapuri should not go away from the

city for employment.

As sir said the proposed SIPCOT should be established for welfare of
Dharmapuri people. I give my land for this SIPCOT. My people should not
suffer like me. I had gone to Bombay for earning money, purchased land and
planted coconut trees in that. Now they said that compensation will be given
for the acquired land, but my expectation is priority should be given in the
employment for their children’s of the land owners those who gave land for
SIPCOT. Not only that the priority should be given for the employment of
people from Dharmapuri District. As told by the Thalapathi, the proposed
SIPCOT is good, I accept. As all you know I gone Bombay like that, family
members of people were gone Bangalore for employment. I don’t have parents.

Also, I don’t know how much compensation will be given for my acquired land.

But employment opportunity should be created for the people of
Dharmapuri that is only my live hood. Kindly note this please. The proposed
SIPCOT should be helpful for the people of Dharmapuri. I don’t know how to
speak; first time I am speaking because of my intention. Earlier I have gone
out of this place and now also I planned to go other states for earning and
invested the earning here. But I don’t know which is going to come in the area.

I have not educated. Some of them told that if you purchase the land in that
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area, the land will be acquired by SIPCOT. But I don’t care about that, since
proposed SIPCOT is helpful for Dharmapuri people. I don’t know what
environment is, my concern is the live hood of Dharmapuri people should be
improved. My desire is that the promise in employment for the Children of

landowners should be given.

Proposed SIPCOT is a good initiative that should be helpful for
thousands of peoples are working away from the District like me. Considering
the people away from the place according employment opportunity should be
created. Thanks.

10. Thriu.S.P.Venkateswaran, M.L.A., Dharmapuri

I welcome the District Revenue Officer, the Environmental Engineer,
the early speaker and former M.L.A who gave various views towards the
development of our District Mr. Thadangam Subramani, and those who had
expressed their views towards establishment of SIPCOT, Former Chairman of
Laligam Town Panchayat Mr. Prathaban, Dr. Balu, Member of Thadangam
town Panchayat Committee Mr. Murugan, my friend Athagapadi Mr. hari
Krishnan and Mr. Ramachandra, Chairman of Thadagam Town panchayat,
also those who have not expressed their views and the officers of SIPCOT and

Revenue Officials.

Like all Department officials, the people are interested in the
establishment of SIPCOT at Dharmapuri. Those who given their views have
welcomed the establishment of SIPCOT. The lost one who expressed his view

also welcomed the proposal.

I have emphasized the importance of proposal before the Hon’ble
Minister of Finance, Mr. Thangam Thennarasu. M.L.A in the Assembly. After
that only the amount was sanctioned for formation of road. SIPCOT should
be established and no opposing opinion is there, all have welcomed the
proposal. But the protection of environment is predominant. So the views
expressed by the public should be noted and implemented. Also I know there
is flaw during implementation as Dr. Balu said the present official may note

all the views and may be transferred to some place, but other officers those
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who are here during implementation does not follows this views. The present
district officials are heard and noted all the views. But the officials those who
implement fail to follow the views. The same thing is happening while the
implementation of the oil company at Sivadi. District Environmental Engineer
should visit the company. The water in and around the sivadi oil company got
polluted. The project consultant told that they’re going to recycle the entire

water. But they will recycle the water at the beginning later they don’t.

Presently Under Ground Sewage System has been completed and the
sewage was taken for treatrﬁent. But treatment system was not functioning
due to that public faces problem. I have visited the site due to heavy smell
even I could not stand, that shows the treatment system was not maintained
properly. If asked, they say that the pipeline was broken and they let out the
water directly. Its shows that the system was installed for name sake, the
officials should continuously monitor. If they monitored properly they won’t
answer for the public complaints. It is all like that. When, I was the District
Chairman, Tmt.Amutha., 1.A.S., have regularly conducted review meeting for
revenue department for every 3 months and 6 months usually. I have

expressed my views in the meeting.

In the meeting, I have told, that the people are standing in front of the
ration shop during sunlight time even they know that they certainly get rice.
Hence, I advised to plant Pungai Trees in front of the ration shop. Accordingly,

the District Collector directed to plant trees, some of them are planted.

The District revenue Officer may take initiative to make plant trees in
the VAO office, RI Office, Taluk Office so as to make green cover. When, I was
visited three years back I told DE to plant trees subsequently the DE was
transferred and recently I have visited highway office and found that green
cover was developed. The District Environmental Engineer is maintaining a
good green cover in their office, like wise every houses and office should be
like that. If all the offices like that public will not ask questions. So I have
insisted the District Collector and here also all the District Officers should
maintain good green cover and same should be protected. Just now

Mr.Murugan told that the temperature of Dharmapuri increase to 105 Degree.
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In TamilNadu Dharmapuri District is the one, which any one can survive at
any kind of situation, but now it is not i.e., due to climate change. If
temperature of Chennai is increased to 0.5 degree then the Chennai city will
be destroyed, such harmful situation is persisting due to climate change, so
the other counties are in fear. The District administration should take
necessary steps to explain the situation to the public. Mr.Balu has spoken
about the trees. How many trees are there, the district administration has
said 12000 trees will be cutted. As they said the ten times of the cutted
trees12588 i.e., 125000 trees when it will be planted.

If they start SIPCOT the plant will not grow. It takes 15 years to grow,
so the trees shall be planted immediately till it grows. All the planted trees

should be maintained for 10 years.

For example SIPCOT Perundurai looks like a dry desert, that has to be
changed then only the people will accept the implementation of SIPCOT. We
should give more important more on environment. The District administration
also involve in this, then only the people will say yes. Accordingly they told

that they need more water requirement in SIPCOT. There is no doubt in that.

In Dharmapuri district, two months ago, after the election, How much
drinking water scarcity in the villages, that I know, immediately we have taken
steps to get groundwater, but there was no water in the bore wells. Even at
the depth of 1000 feet. The villages are purchasing water through tractors.
How long they will get water like that. Therefore when it rains the water should
be stored in our water bodies, even a drop water should not go to Mettur Dam
and Cauvery River. For that check dam should be constructed in all channels
in the District. Lake should be desilted to store water. In the proposed SIPCOT
195 acres of water body poramboku out of 1700 acres are there which should

be protected from encroachment.

As the president of Balajangamanahalli the encroachment will be taken
care by the revenue department. Also water body poramboku will be as water
body poramboke in papers but it look like a cornmon land, if you provide

safety distance 190 acres will not be there. Hence, the SIPCOT officials should
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mark all the water bodies, like Ponds, Lakes etc., and shall not allow any
encroachment, and any industrial establishment in that area. There is no
alternate view in that, hence there will be water in the water bodies. Apart
from that more check dams should be provided in all water bodies in the
District. Hence, we can get more water source. Also, the project proposal for
Hogenakkal Kootu Kudineer Thittam second phase has been sent to Japan
for approval. The tender will be released after obtaining the approval, it takes
at least one year. They told that the second phase will be the water source for
this project. So the District administration should take necessary studies
along with the experts to increase the water sources in our District. Like that
green environment should be formed, somebody told that if the chemical spills
in the ground, vaporize and cause damage as pointed out by Mr.Balu. So I

asked them immediately they told that they don’t use acid.
Mr.Vinoth, Two wheeler manufacturer in Dharmapuri.

The proposed SIPCOT green corridor will not manufacture chemical
batteries like lead acid batteries and sulphuric acid batteries and only use
lithium iron battery and lithium ferrous phosphate battery which is zero
discharge batteries and no leakage to the ground and will not affect the
ground water. 95% there is no harm only 5% chance for that. Also the
educated people of this district get more employment opportunity. lithium

iron battery and lithium ferrous phosphate battery will be used by them.
Thriu.S.P.Venkateswaran, M.L.A., Dharmapuri

Mr.Harikrishnan said the oil company located in pochmpalli created
pollution such type of companies should not be established in this SIPCOT.
Those companies which affect people and environment will not be allowed to
establish. So project officer (SIPCOT) should monitor the above, he should not
give 1 acre or 2 acre land based on the recommendation from Delhi people.
The District administration also should not allow this. The SIPCOT officials
also don’t do that. If it happens I will sit on the road and wont allow the
company to establish, I ain not against establishment of the industries. My

concern is not to allow the establishment of polluting industries. Also as
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Mr.Murugan, President told that one growth will affect other, but growth of
one should not affect others. 2 cent of land was given to the villages who
settled in the poramboke land of Adagapadi Village. Those who were settled
in the poramboke land are very poor. So the District administration shall
ensure that free houses should be built for them. Since their live hood is cattle
farm. As Mr.Prathaban said the people below the poverty line are moved to
poramboke land. So appropriate list to be taken and shelters should be built
for them. Finally, I support for the establishment of SIPCOT with good
environment, because more employment opportunity will be created for the
people of this District, nothing else. That should be done. During recruitment
the industries should not tell they have not studied MBA, Engineering, they

have failed in the online exam.

Our concern was our people shall not go outside the district for
employment they should get employment here itself. We all support the
implement of SIPCOT. No damage to be caused for the environment you
should take necessary steps. More trees should be planted in different areas
to protect environment. This is my humble request and I thank those who
expressed their views and I thank all the participants. Also assured that the
District administration as noted all your views and will take necessary steps
to implement the same, and also the views expressed in the Public Hearing

should be communicated. Finally I thank all.
11. Engineer, SIPCOT

On behalf of the Managing Director of SIPCOT, I would like to express
my first-hand welcome to the District Environmental Engineer, the Hon’ble
Member of Legislative Assembly and the former Member of Legislative

Assembly. Let me record few opinion as what 1 know.

Sir has told about bush clearance, for contouring purpose, without
destroying trees it was did. We did it and we are not denying it. We have done

bush clearance because we should not take the trces.
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After that, we have done documentation registration for 10%
employment to those who have given land. As the Hon’ble Member of
Legislative Assembly said, water bodies will be protected in the layout
preparation level itself, we have taken DTCP approval by maintaining the

layout for water bodies protection. So all the water bodies will be protected.

Sir, as you said, crude oil Company in Pochampalli has been closed, it
is the Samalpatty power company and it has been ten years since it was

closed. That company closed down, tassing company before SIPCOT came.

Like you, we also want SIPCOT, nothing should be affected, we are in

full force in that and we have no alternate opinion in that.

I would like to inform you that we are recording all of your valuable
comments and the action will be taken for that by SIPCOT. It will also be

reported to Chennai.
Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

Does bush clearance need EC?
Project Representative.

Environmental Clearance required removing trees and no need for Bush

clearance. For the purpose of contour levelling only we did that
Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

It may have been done by satellite?
Engineer, SIPCOT

It may done in satellite, but accuracy won’t come, only top level of bush
will come and not the land. So that purpose only we did it, nothing other than

that. We did it to protect the trees.
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12.District Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri

I would like to welcome the Hon’ble Brother former Member of
Legislative Assembly, landowners, farmers and the general public who have
come here in large numbers. The only main objective of all of us is SIPCOT in
our Dharmapuri district. All our people should get employment and there is
no other opinion. I; Ever since I arrived, when the rains delayed this year, I
feel very sad, many have been went to Tiruppur, Coimbatore, Karnataka,
Andhra, Goa without agriculture. It is very sad that there is a huge mass is
in Goa. Entire people of a village in pappireddipatti is in Goa. When you look
at every town like this, everyone looks at your children and their old
grandparents come and grow up without a father or mother. I am seeing many

complications.

There are many industries in nearby Krishnagiri district. Industries
should come to our district quickly. As many as I have seen, Our people are
hardworking people because they did harvest a day before but next day itself
they went to agriculture without any rest. I was surprised. As far as I have
seen, our Dharmapuri people are good people, hardworking people. It is
important to get employment for our people. Agriculture will be good,
industries also should grow and this SIPCOT is all our effort for that. Whether
it is environment or organisms living here, whatever the problem we should
handle the issues arising in the place, we are minimising as far as possible.
This meeting is basically trying to make it work in logical order of all District
Administration, Government and SIPCOT combinedly. It is with you that this
effort, this meeting is the background to it, so all your comments are recorded

very importantly.

It's all the valuable information; Be it a SIPCOT, the district
administration or the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, the efforts will
certainly be taken. It is the only comment that our panchayat council
president said that he was upset on the revenue department. But you all don't
know, only you will know if you watch the work we do more than any other

department along with us, we are working for 18 hours out of 24 hours.
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However, we also take the bad name. We have to do everything together, even

if the work of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, we should also come.

The encroachers are also the people who live with us. If you come and
support it together, if we go for encroachments, they will tell that there is a
court case. Even yesterday, I called and asked VAO from your Nallampalli
and, immediately he showed me an OS number, I have the OS number, sir,

and asked how I can take this encroachment.

There are many problems like this but surely you don't need to worry.
We are all about to work for people. I would like to record it here. In this it
covers more Grazing land. Our district is basically agriculture based. In this
grazing land there is more livestock growing activity. You all know that, [ was

basically veterinary doctor.

There is no compromise in protecting the grazing land. A large area,
374 acres is being covered in this, then such a large check of land, it can be
given only at the place where it is available. It has a chance, Even if piece of
land 20, 25 acres here and there, 25 acres in the next place, there will be a
lot of difficulties in submitting the proposal. So, where there is a large area of

poromboke is available, it will be allocated there.
Dr.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

While allocating extra grazing land, I request that arrangements should

be made to allocate the extra grazing lands in the respective nearby villages.
District Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri

You are right, as far as I know and information I have collected, our
people are shifting to the neighbouring grazing land. We are shifting them and
they are shifted, but it covers additional grazing land. To develop grazing area,
that poromboke, we are planning to get 60 lakh rupees from SIPCOT for

panchayat village development charge.

29



Actually allotted place was Pavalathur in Pennagaram. Our Prathaban
sir also asked. We should not let anyone go by saying that they are staying in
the government land, residential land has been given to everyone. They said
that about 20 people had left in mysoorankotai and they all will be definitely
resifted immediately after the land arrangements are made. In the same way,
action will be taken to form monitoring committee by combining all, for that
SIPCOT will also co-operate to us. We ensure for 10% reservation for land

owners.

In the same way on the SIPCOT side, as Balu sir told the prepared
details, it was difficult to see the lower down terrain, other side was kind of
flat and this side undulated and very deep. We already have 40% tree cover.
If we preserve it as much as possible without disturbing it, there is a
possibility to bring it in the green cover and there is a chance for its survival.
Details will be given regarding bush clearance after checking sir. The existing
trees must be definitely old trees and valuable trees. All this can be done by
adding all the environmentalists in that pathway as much as possible to
protect. Definitely action will be taken for that. Sir also came alone and told
me a lot about this, our Ramachandran sir had full background and spent
hours telling me everything. It is all their interest. [ thought it is a dry area as
far as concerning our Dharmapuri district. apart from that, it is a cool district,
actually I am now settled at Coimbatore, Dharmapuri district has better cool
climate than Coimbatore district. The reason is the determined work and
thought of our Dharmapuri district people who protect these natural
resources as much as we can. Apart from that, sir hastold us that we have
taken account of everything for water course poromboke. We have given them
to do their work without change in the water course and the revenue
department with the help of water resources department will protect the water
course poromboke. There is no deviation in that. We will try to increase the

tree cover wherever the bio-diversity available as balu sir said.

I have also made a lot of green in my bungalow. The District Collector
also said that they have done many measures to increase green cover. We

have started planting more trees as per the Hon’ble Member of Legislative
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Assembly said. We have called you on that day but we left you, we have done
tree plantation in new Collectorate building construction site, also we had
started more plantation in Taluk office, VAO office to increase our green cover.
I am also a member of Green committee. Every time we are taking strict action.
If highways department or whoever cut the trees, they have to plant and raise
trees to do it additionally or otherwise penalty will be levied on them and for
that we had made provisions. We are doing all this without deviation. There
is no compromise in Employment opportunity as murugan sir said. It is not
like as you think, the jobs are given to other states people and we are

concentrating more on education in our District.

In foreign countries, many from our Dharmapuri district have got
placement. I don't know if you know all that, our people are very qualified in
education as well as in technology. We have all inputs in our District. First
preference should be given to our District and should ensure job for our

district.

Respected Tadangam Subrmaniyam Sir has told to bring many
industries. It is our first work. Now also one industry gone to Ranipet and we
ran to get it before Ranipet, even I was planning to meet SIPCOT MD, He was
a very familiar officer to me so I was in Chennai Corporation also I was a Zonal
Commissioner in Chennai Corporation so that I have many IAS officers
contact. We have asked sir to give many good companies to our District. We
have tried and bought it. It is important that agriculture in all the nearby
places near our village should not be affected. Both District Administration
and SIPCOT will take care. In addition, we will help to protect agriculture
without becoming too commercial. Our govindasamy sir on behalf of
Balajangmanalli had a request to raise the water level in the water bodies,
and I will ask and inform about employment to the workers, will concentrate
more on water bodies work. I am telling you at this moment, in the same way,
as Pachagounder, Ahagapadi asked, will make arrangement in poromboke
land for 20 families in Mysoorankottai to come for their goats and cows

grazing.
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Further, Murugan sir asked about how much area should be available
for village development. Except acquired for this project, all the remaining
land will be in your possession, you can do as suitable for your counsil.
District Administration will help you. In the same way, we can ask for CSR
fund from industries in SIPCOT, all the land located nearby, while I am in
salem, for JSW, I was there in the public hearing for JSW unit-II. I did a lot
during ICL company in sankagiri. We do the needs in that area from CSR
funds of the industry. All our leaders are there and they are very interested in
this area ours and will take CSR money from them and will use for our needs

and development of this area.

Each and every comment of yours is prominently recorded here. All your
comments will be taken validly, we and SIPCOT will do everything quickly,
even with our side land acquisition. 1 am not delaying any file related to
integrated water scheme-water supply and to get water supply immediately &
bring the line, we have made arrangements very quickly. Because private
supply will use ground water, before that if we started integrated water supply
scheme and told them that there is a usage like this and for that we are
quickly doing work to bring the project. We also facilitate it and from your
side you also do the speedy work to bring the project. Record each of these
comments, Stay in touch with our district administration and also Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board is also there to support and guide you.
Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

There should not be any problem for future population and industries
for water in future.

District Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri

Definitely it won’t come. In 2016, there is drought in Salem, Namakkal.
First preference will be for the livelihood of the people for drinking water,

second industrial purpose. Everything will be correct.

Dr.R.Balu, Dharmapuri Town

32



A separate pipeline should go to the factory and should not be
connected to the Hogenaklal Joint drinking water pipeline because of this it
will be affected. Dedicated line should be provided.

District Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri

There will be only dedicated line. Your opinion is recorded. There will
be no problem like that. On behalf of everyone, I would like to express my
gratitude to the public, leaders, land owners, farmers, Hon’ble former Member
of Legislative Assembly and Hon’ble present Dharmapuri Member of
Legislative Assembly who came here and expressed all their views. Accepting
everyone's opinion, let us all cooperate and implement this SIPCOT to our

district.
Thiru.Murugan,Tadangam, Village Development committee head

It will be helpful if you bring surplus water from Ponniyaru.

District Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri

A project proposal has already been sent to bring excess water from
Ponniyaru. Let's take it for sure. There will be no compromise in water usage.

Thanks to all and this meeting is concluded.

The public hearing meeting was concluded with thanks to the District
Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri District Officials, Public and NGOs and also
informed to the public that the proceedings (audio and video recording) of the
meeting along with the hard copy of the minutes of the meeting will be sent

to the Ministry of Environmental, Forests and Climate Change.

The list of participants, audio and video recording in original with

photographs of the Public hearing meeting (in Pendrive) are enclosed

herewith.
A A
S Cp P p—iots
Distri¢ct Enviregnmental Engineer, District Revenue Officer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board, Dharmapuri.
Dharmapuri.
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