 Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 19.11.2024 at 11.00 A.M. at
S.F.N0.220/1C of Project site (Ariyalur-Sendurai Main Road), Nearby FCI Godown,
Ottakovil Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District - 621 705.

Name of the Project: M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited for the proposed
Limekankar Quarry over an extent of 57.36.0 Ha at
S.F. Nos.204/10, 204/11, 204/12, 204/13, 204/14, 204/15 & etc.
in Ottakovil Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. P.Rathinasamy, I.A.S.,
District Collector,
Avriyalur District.

2. Thiru.K.Murali, M.E.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Avriyalur District.

3. Thiru.K.Manikandan,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Ariyalur Revenue Division,
Ariyalur District.

4. Thiru.K.Ramajayam,
Assistant Director,
Geology and Mining Department,
Ariyalur District.

List of participants related to the project:

1. Thiru.Madhu Sudan Kulkarni,
Senior Vice President — Manufacturing (Unit Head),
M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited,
Govindapuram,
Avriyalur District.

2. Thiru.G.R. Magesh,
Senior General Manager (Works),
M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited,
Govindapuram,
Ariyalur District.

3. Thiru.M.S.Gopalakrishnan,
General Manager (Accounts & Administration),
M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited,
Govindapuram,
Ariyalur District.

4. Thiru.P.Giri,
Environmental Consultant,



List of Participants including Government Officers, Project Proponent and the
general public is enclosed vide Annexure - A.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed the
Ariyalur District Collector, Revenue Divisional Officer, Members of the public, farmers
associafion representatives, environmental activists, officials from the revenue department and
police department, press, and the Project Proponent, M/s. The Ramco Cements Limited to the
public hearing meeting on behalf of the district administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board.

He informed that to obtain Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change, as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, as amended, public
opinion has to be obtained for certain types of projects/activities listed in the said notification
before the issue of Environment Clearan‘ce. He also informed that the views of the public will be
recorded and it will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority as a
routine procedure.

He stated that M/s. The Ramco Cements Limited has applied for environmental
clearance for mining of lime kankar quarry over an extent of 57.36.0 Ha at S.F. Nos.204/10,
204/11, 204/12, 204/13, 204/14, 204/15 & etc. in Ottakovil Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur
District and this public hearing is being held to get the public's views on the project before

issuing the environmental clearance.

He also informed that the Public notice regarding the Public Hearing were published on
10.10.2024 in “Dina Malar” and “The Times of Indian"News Papers, 30 days before the date of
the meeting.

DEE informed that after the project proponent’s presentation about the project& EMP
measures, Public and Environmental Activists can express their opinion about the project either
orally or by written submission. He also informed that the opinion of the Public would be
recorded through viqeo and audio and the recorded meeting proceedings will be forwarded to
the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority as per routine procedure. He then
requested the District Collector to preside over the Meeting.

Environmental Consultant for the project Thiru.P.Giri welcomed all and presented the
proposed project details, impacts and EMP measures through Power Point presentation. He
also informed that the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports of the project are also
available on the Website of the Tamil Nadu Poliution Control Board.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public participating in the public
hearing to express their opinion about the project after informing their name and village of the
individual.

1. Thiru.A.Muthuselvan, Ottakovil Village

He said he supports the proposed mine. They demanded for provision of gathering hall
in front of the temple and community hall construction for the Mariamman Temple and
requested for renovation of playground in their area.



2. Thiru.K.Ravichandran, Ottakovil Village

He said he supports the proposed mine by Ramco Cements and also requested for
provision for the construction of a women's toilet at Colony Street in Ottakovil village.

3. Thiru. R. Sengamalai, President of Ottakovil Village Panchayat.

The people living in this area rely only on agriculture and said that there are already many
limestone mines and factories in the area. He said that even though the company has done a lot
to provide basic facilities and employment to the people living in Ottakovil village, there is still
not enough ways tb improve the lives of the people. He also requested that employment should
be ensured for the people of that area. Also, he expressed his gratitude as Panchayat President
for the many projects that this company has been doing for Ottakovil Panchayat. He requested
to provide RO purified drinking water and toilet facilities to all the villages in the Ottakovil
panchayat. Further, he also said that the proposed lime kankar mine should be operated
according to the procedures laid down by the government and insisted that Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board should take appropriate measures to ensure the safety of the people and also
that there is no environmental damage. |

He requested that the highway department should ensure to clean the road with cleaning
machineries as there is inconvenience caused to the two wheelers movement because of air
pollution due to the movement of heavy vehicular traffic in the highway. Finally, he requested

that the District Collector to get the necessary basic facilities from the ma‘nagement of this
industry.

4. Thiru. Deivamani, Ottakovil Village

Ottakovil Panchayat consists of five villagés, namely Ottakovil, Kallamedu,
Chalayakurichi, Krishnapuram, and O. Koothur. He said that there is no harm to us due to the
proposed mine, and represented that should be handled in a proper manner without any
disturbance to the public and without pollution-related matters. He demanded for the basic
facilities to the surrounding villages of this panchayat and séid that he is not against the
proposed mine. After starting the mining activity, ponds, lakes, etc. should be created, and shall
improve it so that farmers can use for goats, and cows to drink water: agriculture should be
allowed in non-mining areas, women and educated youth should be given employment
'immediately, and those women who have lost their husbands (widow) and men who lost their
wife should be given employment. Also, it should be ensured that there is no pollution to the
agricultural lands by providing cement roads to the streets of all the nearby \)illages, and
provision for drainage channels so as to avoid stagnation of water, toilets should be built
especially for women, and playgrounds should be maintained in the respective villages for
children to play. All the lakes should be desilted and filled with water, and the ways and streams
should be repaired. He said that, due to the proposal of mines, the water will turn into lime
water, so he requested to provide RO purified water to Ottakovil and surrounding villages and to
provide necessary infrastructure facility for the same. He said that traffic signals in the ways
and also requested to be provide road side police control rooms on the Ottakovil to Ariyalur
road so as to avoid accidents, loss of life and to safeguard the public.



5. Thiru.T.Raja, Ottakovil Village.

He expressed his support for the proposed mine of Ramco Cements.

6. Tmt. Suganya, Ottakovil Village.

She expressed her full support for the proposed mine.

7. Thiru. Shankar, Salaiyakurichi Village.

The management of this industry has done many welfare works for the nearby villages

and will continue to do so. He welcomed this project.

8. Thiru.R.Vellamuthu, Ottakovil Village.

He requested the management of the industry to restore the playground established by
the youth of the village of Ottakovil and said that he welcome this mining project.

9. Tmt. Aravakkodi, Ottakovil Village.

She asked the management of the industry to upgrade the school in Ottakovil Village to
12" standard which was existing up to 8" standard, and said that there is no objection to the
proposed mine and also supports the project.

10. Thiru. M. Saravanan, South Thamaraikulam Village.

He expressed his support for the proposed limekankar mine. He said that heavy vehicles
should pass without any hindrance to the public, and because of the fall of limestone stones on
the road from the loaded heavy vehicles, two-wheeler riders are falling down due to their
carelessness. Heavy vehicular traffic is stopped during the morning and evening time of school
starting and leaving hours. However, in the rest of the hours public is getting affected by over
speedihg of heavy vehicles, and therefore, he requested to set up the signal boards for
pedestrian and public to cross the road.

11. Thiru.T. llavarasan, Thamaraikulam Village.

He said that there is no use to the farmers or the public due to the proposed mine. He said
that not only this mine but all the mines operating in Ariyalur should be stopped and also
informed so far there is no history of any mine closure, and no industry has converted the land
as water body or green forest after closure of mines. He also informed that propbsal for mining

is sought again and again without having information about the closure of mines.

He said that the without mentioning the actual facts No objection certificate has been
given by the village administration officer for the project that there is no damage to the village
road and agricultural land, and also no one has objected the project. He said that due to the
movement of heavy vehicles loaded with lime stone which falls on the either side of the road
and causing inconvenience to the two wheelers on the road, and hence, leads to the more
accidents and hindrance to public. Similarly, on both sides of the road from Ariyalur to
Reddipalayam, there is a 3-feet piled of mud particles, which causes accident to riders of the

two-wheelers. Also, he highlighted accident which was happened 10 years ago, causing loss of



life for 22 people due to the collision of a heavy vehicle and a government bus near the area
where the mine is proposed. Further, he said that the inpatients of the hospitals of Ariyalur,
Perambalur, Cuddalore and Thanjavur are majorly from Ariyalur District and also informed that
patients with other diseases are from Ariyalur District. He informed that the management of this
plant is not working according to the rules and the management is indulging in irregularities and
asked District Collector to take necessary action to put an end. He informed that, around 20
days before a 29-year-old unmarried man with no bad habits died due to kidney failure in

Thamaraikulam village and similarly more than 10 young persons are undergoing medical
treatment for kidney disease.

The people of the area are requesting this industry to provide school and toilet facilities,
and said that the central and state governments have built schools and toilets. He said that it is
not the job of the industry to build toilets; and insisted that it is the job of the industry to protect
the environment, and he demanded the industry to operate without harming the environment.
He also said that the panchayat council leaders have built toilets for everyone in the panchayat
with the help of the central and state governments. He said that there is a rule that these
companies should create 30% green forests, and no company has created 30% green forests.
He said that in this project report it has been mentioned that trees are to be grown and the
industry knows where the mine is going to be located and where saplings should be planted
and asked why they have not planted saplings in this area so far. He said that the environment
has been affected a lot in the area and demanded for the report from the district administration
after conducting medical checkup to the affected public.

He said that water problem is a big problem in this area, and the quality of water is very
bad. If we want the quality of water to be good, we have to save and store the underground
water. He also informed that RO purified water or other water cannot be substitution. He also
said that this industry has not taken any effort to raise the groundwater level. He said that the
water in the Thamaraikulam lake in his town had never dried up before, and after the arrival of
these industries, there was no water in that lake; similarly, there was no water in many lakes in
the surrounding area and this was because each cement industries was extracting 1 lakh cubic
feet of underground water per day through bore wells. He also said that the groundwater level
has decreased drastically, and this is affecting the livelihood of the common people. Therefore,
he demanded the government officials to take appropriate action. He also insisted that the
mines completed for mining activity to be closed and new mines should be proposed only after
closure of mines. He said that this public consultation meeting is being held only because the
project will cause environmental damage, and the mines completed should be closed as per
mine closure rules and then the proposal of new mines should be after closure of completed
mines, and hence expressed his strongly against the proposed mines.

12. Thiru. K. Manikandan, Kallamedu Village.

He expressed his support for setting up this proposed mining project. He also asked to
provide basic facilities to his village and to maintain the temple located in his area.



13. Thiru. T. Velmurugan, Kallamedu Village..

He said that there are 5 villages in this Ottakovil panchayat and there are many
educated youth in these villages, and he requested that the industry should provide suitable
employment for them. He also demanded for maintenance of water bodies and thereby improve
the livelihood of the farmers and has informed that he supports the proposed lime Kankar mine.

14. Thiru. N. Sengamuthu, Kairlabad Village.

The Pollution Control Board office for this district is the same office for both the districts of
Ariyalur and Perambalur and it was planned to shift it to perambalur. At that time | requested the
then District Collector Mr. Ravikumar that there are many cement industries in Ariyalur district,
so bring this office to Ariyalur and based on that this office is now functioning at Keelapalur.

A public hearing was held for the same Ramco Cement limited previously in
Periyathirukkonam village for setting up a limestone mine. He said that the he had requested
the then District Collector Tmt. Lakshmi Priya to make necessary arrangements to control the
speed of heavy vehicles loaded with lime stone and she has fulfilled that request in three

months, and the district collector informed the same in the next public hearing.

He said that the road from Ariyalur District Collectorate to V. Kaikati is very undulated
due to heavy vehicle traffic movement, and so it is very difficult for two-wheelers travelling on
the road. In this regard, he informed that he has submitted a petition to Revenue Divisional
Officer in the jamabanthi held and at that time management of the cement industries was
present over and RDO has informed that the petition will be forwarded to the District Collector
Ariyalur. Based on that ,in a meeting related to the petition then District Collector, Ariyalur Tmt.
Anu Jeorge further he made a request to the District Collector Ariyalur on the same petition.
Based on that District Collector has got permission from government for 42 Kilometer for
Ariyalur District and 36 kilometers for Perambalur District for providing road with heavy load
bearing capacity. |

He said that their agricultural association was started only to welfare of the farmers and’
the general public as much as possible, and there is no expectance for any reward. Also, the
then Ariyalur District Collector, Tmt. Anugeorge, has recorded in the gazette notification about
the speed limit for the vehicles and similarly, he requested the present District Collector to take
appropriate measures should be taken to control the movement of heavy vehicles.

He said that, the proposed mine with an area of 142 acres, and the mine will be
operating without blasting and noise as informed. He requested to set up the mine without
disturbing anyone. He said that Ariyalur district was once famous for chilli production and trade,
and now Ariyalur is known as cement city all over the world, and it is because of these cement
industries.

He said that the in the proposed mine only 6 vehicles per hour are used to transport the
stone from this mine, and informed that 26 hectares of land will be restored to land in this
quarry. He has requested the mines department to inspect and take action to ensure the mine
closure .It has been informed that 16 peoples will get direct employment in the proposed mine at
this place.He requested that the educated men and women in the area should be given top

priority in providing the employment. He requested that indirect employment should also be



provided to the people of the region and then only their quality of life improve. He also said that
there is a fund maintained by mining, and fund should be used for road and school improvement
works in the villages in their area, and the remaining funds should be used for the necessary
works in Ariyalur District head quarters. He also said that earlier, a :g-storey building has been

constructed in Ariyalur District Government Hospital at a cost of 10 crores utilizing this mining
fund.

He said that the road is muddy on both sides due to the heavy vehicles movement to the
mine during the rainy season and thus there is a possibility of accidents, and he requested that
the cement industries should maintain cleanliness the road.

15. Thiru. P. Chellamuthu, Ottakovil Village.

He said that he had sold 4 acres of land to this Ramco Cement limited, and many others
also sold their lands to this industry. He said that he has educated children in his house and
also asked the management to employ based on their education. He also informed that he
supports the proposed mine.

16. Tmt. S. Muthammal, O. Koothur Village.

She expressed her support for the proposed mine. She also asked him to do good to the
possible extent for her villagers.

17. Tmt. Sathyasundari, Kallamedu Village.

She said that there is no water facility in the Shiva temple in her village, so she
requested to provide a bore well and a water tank. She asked for maintenance work to be done
inside the temple and expressed her support to the proposed mine.

18. Tmt. B. Kamala, Adikudikadu Village.

She expressed her full support for the proposed mine.

19. Thiru. Rasu, Thamaraikulam Village.

-He said that the lake in his village was never without water, but after the arrival of these
cemént industries, all the water supply streams were blocked. Therefore, he asked the industry
management to restore and clear the water supply channels, so as to carry out the works and to
ensure flow of water in to the lake. He said that the road from all the villages has link road and
there is a speed breaker in the road, but due to the careless driving of motorists accidents aré

caused and so asked for the installation of signal lights and expressing his support for the
proposed mine.

20. Thiru. Senthil, Ottakovil Village.

He said that he has already lodged a complaint to the District Collector against these
industries and that these industries are not following the rules. He also said that the air
emissions from the industries are affecting the villagers. He said that heavy vehicles loaded with
lime stones are moving at high speed, and thereby the limestone is falling on the road, and
there is a possibility of accidents due to this. The industry reporting that utilizes the top surface

soil for the mine closure, but it is not known to have closed any such mines and hence he
recorded that he is against the proposed mine.



21. Thiru. S. Palanivel, Ottakovil Village.

He expressed his full support for the commencement of proposed mine. He said that the
Ramco cements Limited has done welfare to the local public. Previously, only government
educational (schools, ITls, and colleges) institutions were functioning in this area. After the
arrival of the Ramco cements limited, their school and ITI were started and provided industrial
training to the students and provided employment to them. Further, Ramco Cement Limited is
giving employment through skill development training to the youth of the surrounding villages
and he said that his full support for the proposed mine.

22. Thiru. R. Manikandan, Kallamedu Village.

He expressed his support for the proposed Ramco Cements mine.

23. Thiru K. Arul, Ottakovil Village.

He expressed his support for the proposed mine.
24. Thiru. R. Raghupathi, Ottakovil Village.

He expressed his support for the proposed mine.
25. Thiru. N. Kaliyamoorthy, Kallamedu Village.

He said that more than 200 families have got employment here because of the Ramco
cements Limited, so he supported for the proposed mine. He also requested to give priority in

employment to the people who belong to their area.
26. Thiru. A. Karupaiyah, Ottakovil Village.

He expressed his full support for the commencement of lime kankar mining. He also

requested to do many welfare to their area.

27. Thiru. T. Sakthivel, Ottakovil Village.

He expressed his support for this proposed mine.

28. Thiru. Kanagaraj, Salaiyakurichi Village.

He said that about 10 years before, we would not have seen bore wells anywhere in our
area, and all irrigation is only by well water, but now everywhere there are only bore wells, and
those bore wells are yielding if provided with motor to a depth below 400 feet. He said that the
area where this mine is proposed is nearer to the source of a river named Kallaru.The
groundwater level has decreased, and the yield in agriculture has also decreased. He said that
we do not have any objections against this industry and they have few demands. The first
demand was to provide appropriate jobs to the educated graduates in the area. He said that all
the industries in the area have only provided security job to the youth of this area and not given
any other jobs. He also requested to reduce heavy vehicle traffic. He asked for desiliting of
lakes and water bodies, planting of more tree saplings so as to increase the rainfall. No one can
ignore the history of Ariyalur as a Cement City and asked for the cooperation to maintain the
prominence of the special name of Ariyalur as Cement City and he said that he would support
the proposed mine.



29. Thiru. Kumar, Adhikutikkadu Village (Proletarian People's Party, Ariyalur North Union
Secretary).

He said that he is suspecting that whether it is public hearing, and said that only two
persons of the village has expressed their opinion against the project and the rest are
employees of the industry. He registered against the project on behalf of the Pattali makkal
Katchi. He also said that heavy vehicle accidents, damage to water bodies, and damage to

agricultural lands will be caused by this proposed mine. He expressed that he is against the
proposed mine.

30. Thiru. P. Senthilvel, Kallamedu Village.

He expressed full support for the proposed mine.

31. Thiru. M. Balakrishnan, Ambedkar Nagar, Salaiyakurichi Village.

He said that before the arrival of cement industries in this area, the rainfall was high, and
to prevent the soil erosion, to increase the ground water table level and for the sake off helping
cattles during summer season he has suggested for construction of check dam in the threshold
of the Kallar river (i.e in Chalayakurichi where small spring and big spring) to collect the
water from the villages of Chalayakurichi, Kallamedu, Poiyathanallur, Kaveripalayam, and
Ottakovil and to avoid letting of water unused into river without storing. He demanded that a
check dam should be built in the above said area.

32. Thiru. P. Rajiv Gandhi, Poiyathanallur Village.

He said that he fully supports the proposed mine. Further, he said that he supports the
establishment of mine as the management of this cement industry has provided library and toilet
facilities and willing to provide facilities for any other demand immediately.

33. Thiru. Manikandan, Ottakovil Village.

He expressed his support for the proposed limekankar mine. As more than 250 people
from the surrounding villages of Ramco cement Limited are employed in the industry and the

proposed operation of the mine will provide employment to around 35 people. He expressed his
Support to the proposed mine once again.

34. Thiru.Dharmaraj, Kallamedu village.
He expressed his support for the proposed mine.
35. Thiru.S. M. Chandrasekhar, Ex-Member, City Council, Ariyalur.

He said that it has been 10 years since the establishment of the cement industries and
said there is no chance to ban it anymore, and we should point out the shortcomings in the
~ activities of the industries and to ask them to rectify the same. He informed that before the
commencement of the construction of these cement industries, there were not enough road
facilities for heavy vehicles to pass through Ariyalur city, and then district collector

Mr.Sudalaikanan got 50 lakhs from 5 cement industries Rs.10 lakhs each and provided road
facility.



He said that green forests should be established by these industries and the excavated
mines should be closed at prescribed time limit. If the mine is not closed the lime water stored in
the mine will percolate to the ground water and affect the underground water and hence he

requested for the mine closure immediately for the completed mines.

He said that students belonging to various districts were staying in the sports hostel in the
district sports complex in Ariyalur and demanded that they should be provided with RO purified
drinking water facilities.

Among the villages in this area, except Chaliyakurichi and Kallamedu villages, RO
purified drinking water facilities have been provided to all other villages. He also requested to
provide RO purified drinking water facilities to Chaliyakurichi and Kallamedu villages as soon as
possible. Further, for the transportation of heavy vehicles a separate road from Kattuppiringiam
to Govindapuram via Kallankurichi has been planned and requested the district collector to
provide the same.

36. Thiru. Satish, Environméntalist, Chennai.

He expressed his support for this proposed mine. He has informed that he is respecting
the culture and views and accepting their needs and genuine issues whole heartedly .He
asked to satisfy the their needs immediately and to ensure sustainable development of the
village and requested the District administration to release more fund to those villages and also
to provide employment, permanent houses to nearby residents. He has demanded for the
protection of the environment and grennery and so asked the project proponent of the mine to
plant more trees. Finally he asked the higher officials of the government departments to accord
clearance to the proposed mines.

37. Thiru . R Selvakumar, O. Koothoor Village, Ottakovil Panchayat.

He expressed full support for the proposed limekankar mine. He said that the
construction work of the Shiva temple is under progress in O.Koothur village and requested for
financial assistance for the same. He also asked to provide RO purified drinking water facilities,
and requested the management of the industry to build toilets for some houses in his village
which do not have toilets, similar to the toilet facility already provided by the management for the
houses in Nalampathai village.

38. Tmt. Janaki, O. Koothur Village.

She expressed her full support for proposed mine and requested the management of
industry to help to possible assistance for the construction works of a Shiva temple in her
village.

39. Thiru. R. Rajendran, O. Koothoor Village, Ottakovil Panchayat.

He said that many young people in this panchayat are unemployed after studying; and
hence they should be given employment, to construct toilet facility in his village, and to convert
the tiled roof of the school building to Cement concrete building by the management of the
industry as there is leakage in the existing tiled roof during the rainy season.

40. Thiru. V. llavarasan, Kallamedu Village.

He expressed his full support for the opening of this mine.
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41. Thiru . C. Malaiyalagan, Ottakovil Village.
He expressed his full support for the opening of this mine.

42. Thiru. llavarasan, Chettithirukonam Village,

He said that the period mentioned in the report is winter season, i.e., from December to
February, and therefore during this period the climate changes and continued by rainy season.
He also said that the Appraisal Committee should not accept the value of the sulfur dioxide
mentioned in the report. He said that a detailed report will be submitted to the District Pollution
Control Board and Guindy Head Office. He demanded the District collector to ask the Assistant
Director (Minerals) to follow the Minor Minerals Rules given to them for lease, as the present
mine is for minor minerals. He said that since there are more red category industries in Ariyalur
district, it is a highly polluted area, and therefore it is not acceptable to say that there is a normal
environment here. He said that their transportation is 699,890 tons per year, and 300 days per
year and 6 tippers per hour for 16 hours per day, tipper loaded with 25 tons, as reported in the
report is completely false instead 40-45 tons is being transported per tipper. He said in the
report it was reported that 6 vehicles are running per hour, but if you monitor the movement' of
vehicle on road an exact number of vehicles used for transport will be arrived. In the permission
given by the village administration officer to Ramco Cement industry , it is stated that there are
no natham dwellings, approved housing plots, temples and other historical monuments within
300 meters, but in the report it was stated that there is a temple within 50 meters. He said the
Village Administrative Officer report was false. He said that this certificate should not be
accepted by the Appraisal Committee. During the period when climate change is a global
problem, India has recorded 255 out of 275 days, 93% severe weather events from January 1 to
September, resulting in 3,238 deaths, 3.2 million hectares of crops damaged, 235,862 houses
damaged, 9,457 livestock deaths, and the monsoon season has began in month of Ippasi and
reported that there is no changes because of climate change, in the report and reported that the
lands are not suitable for cultivation in the area and their lands are not suitable for agriculture.
He informed that in the report it was reported that due to uneven rainfall and inconsistent pH
level no farming is done, but he said that the pearl millet and cotton are cultivated on the
lands adjacent to roads and the hence the pH level of the soil is good. Not only in Ariyalur, the
global problem of carbon emissions is high because red category industries are more prevalent,
due to high vehicle movement, and there are 73 mineral mines including lime kankar and fire
clay, permitting to new mines, will convert Ariyalur district to burial ground. Due to the impact of
climate change, the days reported for severe weather in Tamil Nadu are 29 days in 2023 and 67
days in 2024 due to a lack of consistent rainfall during the rainy season and cold season which
may lead for cloud burst. He said that Cloud Burst occurrence in Wayanad in Kerala, it will lead
to similar cloud burst occurence in Ariyalur also. He asked to declare the Climate Emergency

now. He said that since there are many flaws in their report, a detailed report will be sent to
SEIAA in writing in this regard.

43. Thiru. Muthusamy, O. Koothur Village,

He said that the industry is using the panchayat road and it was being damaged by
heavy vehicles. He said the company would increase the depth of the quarry. It is not hygienic
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while traveling in vehicles, and the traffic police should regulate one by one of the heavy
vehicles at moderate speed. Similar to cleaning activity done in the industry premises i.e., to
keep the factory premises clean from the industrial premises to the guard gate both the cement
factories The Ramco Cements Ltd. and M/s. Dalmia Cement (P) Ltd. Shall take steps to clean
from their premises to Ariyalur Nal Road for every 15 days. He said that will the industries
carryout minihg only for the allowed depth as they say, but first they will say 20 feet, will take up
to 40 feet. Will the farmers watch the industries for the quarrying depth and even if there is
political interference and agitation there will not any stoppage of mining activity. He asked the
District collector to ensure that the police department to monitor that when the trucks pass on
the road one by one and should be after 4 o'clock, with a distance of 10 meters between the
vehicle. He informed that Quarry water is being released into the stream without connection by
motor in the lake on the side of the quarry or in Poiyathanallur Lake without any connectivity to
use the water. He asked whether the black soil stored is given to the farmers as if the
government gives permission to mine for 10 meters but they dig up to 100 meters deep. He said
that he had asked for the construction of a road from Nalambathai to the Ramco plant, but it has

not been constructed till date, and he requested to arrange for a good road for the public.
44. Thiru. R. Chittramabalam, Union Leader, Ariyalur.

He requested that the pollution control board office be shifted to Ottakovil village, as it is
located on the Ariyalur district border. He said that for the expansion of the mine, the industry
should reduce the contract employees and convert them into permanent employees. He
requested to pay the wage of Rs. 1600 fixed by the Cement Wage Board to the contract
workers. He said that there is a rule that the work of a permanent nature should not be left to the
contractor, and all the companies, including the government cement, are working for the
contract. He requested to provide adequate medical facilities to the villagers in the panchayats.
As his demand, he asked to pay the correct wage to the contract labourers working there.
Because of the water problem in Ariyalur General Hospital, he asked to construct two bore wells
among ten lakhs from CSR funds through Ramco Cement industry and provide a drinking water
facility. He also supported the proposed mine.

45, Thiru. R.Shankar, State President of Law Awareness and Anti-Corruption Association,
Ariyalur,

He has welcomed everyone and said that a public consultation meeting is being held
for the mining of 58 ha limestone mines and that even though there are hundreds of mines and
many cement plants, the district administration is not against mining because they have met
their needs immediately. He requested that assistance should be given to the concerned
panchayats and also told that there are frequent road accidents, so time restrictions should be
set for heavy vehicles, a district environment office should be set up in the city area, and small
parks should be built around the district environment office and its status be improved . It is
stated in the proposed mine will employ 16 people directly and indirectly to 50 peo\ple. He said
that Employment should be provided to those who have given a more land and to the people in
the concerned panchayat, and the contract should be given to the people in the panchayat. As
there is poor water quality in the mine area the mining should not affect the water quality and
hence to provide RO purified water to concerned panchayat. Due to the high risk of contagious
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diseases, blood samples should be collected on a reguvlar basis, continuous medical camps
should be set up regularly, and the CSR project should be fully implemented in the concerned
panchayats. He also requested that the CSR fund and MINERALS fund should be spent on the
concerned panchayats instead of spending in other areas. He asked the District Environmental
Engineer to keep the environment pollution-free and to give special attention on war foot basis
and to convert the backward Ariyalur district to improve the district as accident-free district and
prime district in the health aspects.

46. Thiru. Rajarajan, Ariyalur

He said that CSR funds were not spent on this area. Ramco said that the funds are being
diverted and spent elsewhere. He said that mines completed between 2000 and 2005 could be
with covered with top soil and to convert to green forests or reservoirs or to hand over the mines
to the forest department. The Tamil Nadu government should inspect the mines that have been
mined out. In Chennai, the after the completion of mine excavation water is stored and purified
to send the same to the people as drinking water. Hence he requested the District

administration to inspect the mined out quarries as per the rules for mine closure.

47. Thiru. Arul, Keelarayampuram Village.

He expressed full support for setting up the mine. He said that they had built a school
and food pantry in Ottakovil village and provided library and toilet facilities in Poiyathanallur
village. He said that he is giving full cooperation to the proposed mine.

48. Thiru. Karthikeyan, Kattaiyankutikadu Village.

He supported the proposed mine and requested to provide employment opportunities to
the youth in the surrounding villages.

49. Thiru. Ravivalavan, Poiyathanallur Village.

He said that he would give full support to proposed mine if some basic facilities are
provided in his village.

50. Thiru. Rama. Kolanjiappan, Kallamedu Village.

He said, according to government rules, it should be followed to the depth of mining
either for 10 meters deep or 15 meters as per the permitted depth. He said if the mine is already
dug, it should be filled with the soil, and palm trees should be planted on it The waiting list in the
employment office in the Ariyalur district has not got decreased even one percent and hence
demanded for conducting an employment camp by all the industries together Once in a year all
the factories and the educated youth of the panchayat should be given an appropriate
employment. He said that jobs are given to the north Indian instead of the land lords who sold
their lands. He said that during the commencement of the industry it was informed that the
emission will be let underground but emission is being discharged in night. He said that the
coal-carrying vehicles to the industries drop the coal in the industry and without closing the
vehicle door which is causing accidents as the coal dust falling into the eyes. He demanded that
they should not carry more than 25 tons and the police department should monitor the vehicles
and fine them if they are carrying more than 25 tons and shall also follow the government rules
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for mining and he expressed his contradictory support. He said that the industry shall work
towards the welfare of the people through NGOs by co.nducting Medical camps four
Panchayats once in six months, Further he also demanded for conducting employment for the
farmers who had been sold their land .Farmers’ children in the five villages should be admitted
in the school functioning at Ottakovil without any recommendation. He finally informed that the
water level, which was 80 feet earlier , has gone to 125 feet presently and hence requested for
planting palm saplings around the lakes, and the demanded for carry out the mining activity in
accordance with the government rules.

District Environmental Engineer

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and queries of the
public are recorded through video graphy / Audio and the same will be sent to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai. '

Further, 23 Number of petitions received during the public hearing meeting on M/s.The
Ramco Cements Limited for the proposed Limekankar Quarry over an extent of 57.36.0 Ha
Ottakovil Village are enclosed herewith.

Further, 1 no of written representation of Thiru.P.Selvamani, Sirukadambur Village was
received in the Ofo. District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District and the copy of the same representation has been received through District
Collector, Ariyalur after Public Hearing. It is also informed that there is no E-mail received in the
Olo. District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District from
the public about the views/comments/complaints on M/s. The Ramco Cements Limited for the
proposed Limekankar Quarry over an extent of 57.36.0 Ha Ottakovil project.

List of public who attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen
Drive and CD recorded with the Audio/ Video of entire proceedings of public hearing are
enclosed herewith.

N
Convener, W

Public Hearing Meeting/
District Environment Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur.

District Collector,
Ariyalur District.
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