Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 22.11.2024 at 11.00 A.M. at
M/s. Pari Mahal, Trichy - Chidambaram National Highway, Opposite to Thelur EB
office, Thelur Village & Post, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

Name of the Project: M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited for the proposed
Amalgamation of Periyanagalur Limestone Mines over an
extent of 563.32.0 Ha at S.F.Nos.51/2, 51/3, 51/4, 51/5A, 51/5B,
51/5C & etc., in Periyanagalur Village, Ariyalur Taluk,
Ariyalur District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. P.Rathinasamy, |.A.S.,
District Collector,
Ariyalur District.

2. Thiru.K.Murali, M.E.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District.

3. Thiru.K.Manikandan,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Ariyalur Revenue Division,
Ariyalur District.

4. Thiru.K.Ramajayam,
Assistant Director,
Geology and Mining Department,
Ariyalur District.

List of participants related to the project:

1. Thiru.Madhu Sudan Kulkarni,
Senior Vice President — Manufacturing (Unit Head),
M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited,
Govindapuram,
Ariyalur District.

2. Thiru.G.R. Magesh,
Senior General Manager (Works),
M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited,
Govindapuram,
Ariyalur District.

3. Thiru.M.S.Gopalakrishnan,
General Manager (Accounts & Administration),
M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited,
Govindapuram,
Ariyalur District.

4. Thiru.K. Sekar,
Environmental Consultant,



List of Participants including Government Officers, Project Proponent and the general
public is enclosed

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed the
Ariyalur District Collector, Revenue Divisional Officer, Members of the public, farmers
association representatives, environmental activists, officials from the revenue department and
police department, press, and the Project Proponent, M/s. The Ramco Cements Limited to the
public hearing meeting on behalf of the district administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board.

He informed that to obtain Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change, as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, as amended, public
opinion has to be obtained for certain types of projects/activities listed in the said notification
before the issue of Environment Clearance. He also informed that the views of the public will be
recorded and it will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority as a

routine procedure.

He stated that M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited for the proposed Amalgamation of
Periyanagalur Limestone Mines over an extent of 53.32.0 Ha at S.F.Nos.51/2, 51/3, 51/4,
51/5A, 51/5B, 51/5C & etc., in Periyanagalur Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District
and this public hearing is being held to get the public's views on the project before issuing the

environmental clearance.

He also informed that the Public notice regarding the Public Hearing was published on
10.10.2024 in “Dina Malar” and “The Times of Indian"News Papers, 30 days before the date of

the meeting.

DEE informed that after the project proponent’s presentation about the project & EMP
measures, Public and Environmental Activists can express their opinion about the project either
orally or by written submission. He also informed that the opinion of the Public would be
recorded through video and audio and the recorded meeting proceedings will be forwarded to
the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority as per routine procedure. He then

requested the District Collector to preside over the Meeting.

Environmental Consultant for the project Thiru.K.Sekar welcomed all and presented the
proposed project details, impacts and EMP measures through Power Point presentation. He
also informed that the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports of the project are also

available on the Website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public participating in the public
hearing to express their opinion about the project after informing their name and village of the

individual.

1. Thiru. Palanisamy, Kattupiringiyam Village.

Ramco Cements has applied to the government for amalgamation of mining. He said he
is not going to raise any objection to the proposal. He said that Ramco Cements has attributed
in educational development in our village Kattupiringiam by upgrading the middle school to high
school, and also provided sewing machines to women, conducting tailoring training classes and
helped in the empowerment of women. He said that provision of toilet facilities, medical camps

etc. have been made available for the development of healthcare. In addition to that he said that
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the ancient Murugan temple in his village which was without any maintenance was renovated
and conducted kumbhabishekham an estimate cost around Rs.40 lakhs. He said that it has
been 15 years since the establishment of the industry here, and after the industry’s
establishment , the villages including Kattupringiyam and Periyanagalur have got developed,
and many good projects have been done for these villages, and has proposed for many more
projects. He requested the Industry management to construct a marriage hall at the Murugan
temple in Kattupiringiam village. He said there is no objection to the amalgamation of the
mines..

2. Thiru. Veerapandiyan, Kattupiringiyam Village.

He expressed his full support for this mining integration.He said the industry has
provided a dam like structure on one side of the Periyanagalur lake and requested to provide
the same structure on the other side, and to plant the trees . He requested to provide
necessary table and chair facilities for dining of food after the auspicious ceremonies happening

at the Kattupiringiam Murugan Temple. He conveyed his heartful wishes for the project.

3. Thiru. V.Thirunavukkarasu, Kattupiringiyam Village.

He said that he would support this mining amalgamation project. He said that earlier the
road from the Banyan tree (near lake bund) to the higher secondary school was mud road , and
the same was now converted to cement concrete road by Ramco cement Limited. He added
that the temple has been constructed and individual bio-toilets have been provided. He said that
the industry has fulfilled most of the demands of the villagers. He also said that if the industry is

contacted they will provide, more jobs for employment requests.

4. Tmt. Palaniyammal Mathiyalagan, Chinnanagalur Village.

She expressed her support for the limestone mining amalgamation project. She said that
when the construction of the Maha Sakthi Mariamman Temple in Chinnanagaluf began, Ramco
Cements had borne some of the expenses and had provided a borewell and drinking water
facility. She also said that toilets have been constructed, and some others who do not have
access to toilets will be provided with toilets soon. She said that Ramco cements limited by
desilting the Kallakattu tank and Kumileri in Chinnanagalur village, the surplus water from their
mine was pumped to the tanks by providing a pipeline for a distance of 200 meters, and the
company was supplying water for irrigation to about 15 to 20 acres of agricultural land in the
vicinity of this mine. She said they have also requested for provision of some additional toilets
and borewells, and Ramco Cement has also assure to provide. She also requested to set up a
dining hall for providing Annadhanam during the Maha Sakthi Mariamman Temple festival. She

also informed that because of mining there is no damage to their people and their livelihoods.

5. Thiru. K.Prabhakaran, Reddiapalayam Village.

He said that he wholeheartedly supports the Periyanagalur limestone mining amalgamation
project. He said that management of Ramco Cement has provided basic facilities like roads and
sewerage in his village. He also informed that Ramco Cements Limited has helped by giving its
land to construct a building for the high school, when there is no land for school and provided
the necessary equipments for the school. He also said that they have conducted tailoring
training courses for the upliftment of women, provided financial assistance for the construction

of Mariamman Temple, provided financial assistance and drinking water during the annual
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festival, and encouraged to conduct sports competitions by the youth during the Pongal festival
by sponsoring prizes every year. He also said compared to other industries in the region,
Ramco Cement Limited provides more employment. He supported the amalgamation of mining
project for its successful execution and hoped that it will generate employment and development

opportunities for the youth and the general public of the area.

6. Thiru. A. Siva, Kattupiringiyam Village.

He extended full support to mines amalgamation project. He said Ramco cement limited
had constructed the Murugan temple, a long-pending demand of the Kattupiringiam village. He
said that they have desilted the ponds and strengthened its banks. And also provided tailoring

training to help women. He requested for providing jobs to the educated youth.

7. Thiru. R. Baskar, Periyanagalur Village.

He said that the Industry did everything and did it well. He questioned the no of persons
employed in the industry and it was informed that none has been employed the industry from
Periyanagalur panchayat. He said that they do not know anyone other than the three industry
officials and also any request were made they will fulfill them immediately. Hence, they,
welcomed the project. He requested that there are 9 wards in their and at least 2 persons from
each ward (i.e) around 20 persons should be employed. He asked when the employment
opportunities is being given to other states like Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka he demanded
why not for youth in this region. He demanded that at least 100 loads of soil should be laid from
Chinnagalur to Periyangalur school and a playground should be provided at Kattupiringiam
village. He demanded that a road should be provided to Periyanagalur village within a year and

said that he supports the project instead of denying.

8. Thiru. T.Ravi, Kattupiringiyam Village.

He expressed his full support for this mining project.

9. Thiru. P. Rajkumar, Kattupiringiyam Village, Periyanagalur Panchayat.
He expressed his full support for the amalgamation of Periyanagalur limestone mining

project.

10. Tmt. P. Sivaranjini, Periyanagalur Village.
She expressed her support for the project. She also said that Ramco cement Limited has
provided water and toilet facilities, training in tailoring with certification. She also requested to

provide some facilities to the village.

11. Tmt. V. Yogavalli, Periyanagalur Village.

She expressed her support for the amalgamation of limestone mining project.

12. Thiru. R. Sambath, Chinnanagalur Village.

He said in Chinnanagalur village, there are about 100 families in Colony Street, out of
which 25 families have been provided with toilets by Ramco Cement Limited. He also said that a
shed has been provided in front of the Amman temple in the village. He requested to provide
purified drinking water facility, medical camp, and required facility for school and informed that

he supports to the mining project



13. Thiru. Kamaraj, former village council, Vice-Chairman, Periyanagalur Panchayat.

He said that the meeting was being held in Thelur panchayat and only ten percent of
the people from Periyanagalur panchayat came to the meeting, while the others came from
different places. Vehicles carrying limestone are plying on panchayat roads, without covering
tarpaulins and thereby hindering the movement of two wheelers. He said that it would not be
useful if the meeting was held here and it would be appropriate to conduct it in Periyanagalur

village. He said he opposes the project.
14. Thiru. V. Samidurai, Kattupiringiyam Village.

He said that he lives near the Periyanagalur mine and that both Ramco and Dalmia
industries are causing damage to the area. Ramco Cement Limited has stopped blasting now,
He said Dalmia Cement is carrying out blasting to extract limestone, and if asked the authorities
of the Dalmia cement they have informed that they are carrying out blasting only after
obtaining proper permissions. He said foul smell was emanating from the explosion, Residents
and children in the vicinity were also affected. He said that he was not allowed inside the
premises of Dalmia Cemnt to complaint regarding blasting. He asked why only private
companies are blasting when government agencies are using breakers. He also demanded that
mining should be carried out without blasting and if so he has no objection to the mining
amalgamation. Villagers of Chinnanagalur, Periyanagalur, and Kattupiringiyam have mostly
given land for mines, and no industry has given employment to those who have sold the land.
He also demanded that the jobs should be given to the persons who sold land. He said that
during the rainy season, heavy vehicles coming from mine making the road slushy, and it is very
difficult to travel to Ariyalur by two-wheeler. He supported the project with certain conditions,

including the use of breakers without blasting and to provide employment oppurtunities.

15. Thiru. Velusamy, Kattupiringiyam Village.

He said that since the inception of the mine till now, Ramco Cement Limited has
provided basic facilities like drinking wafer, medical camps etc., and also provided equipment to
farmers, tailoring training to women, and desilting of lake and ponds in the villages around the

mine.He said that he welcomes the mine project as the above facilities were provided.

16. Tmt. S. Kayeri, Kattupiringiyam Village.

She expressed her support for the Periyanagalur Mine amalgamation Project. She said
that she was studying in the Government Higher Secondary School in Kattupringiyam village in
2010, and since then, Ramco Cement Limited has been encouraging the students by
participating in all kinds of programs in the school, motivating them by giving prizes to the
winners of various competitions in the school (essay competition, elocution competition, sports
competition, etc.), and giving prizes to the students who secure high marks in the 10th class
annual public examination, and she herself has received this prize. She said that Ramco
Cement Limited * has invoived in providing the necessary educational infrastructure to the
school, planting trees for the environment, cleaning the roads, providing toilet facilities, drinking
water facilities, construction of temples, etc. She also urged the company to create more
employment opportunities and said that she supports the amalgamation of Periyanagalur
limestone mining project.



17. Tmt. V. Devayani, Kattupiringiyam Village.
She expressed her support for the mining project.

18. Thiru. T. llavarsan, Thamaraikulam Village.

He said that this public hearing is being held to discuss whether there is pollution,
whether there is any environmental impact, whether there will be any impact on the general
public due to the mine amalgamation and whether there will be any impact on air, water, etc.
The project report has 400 pages in English and 300 pages in Tamil. He said that earlier the
project report was given only in English for all the projects and now that the project report has
been published in English and Tamil based on his continuous request to the district collectors to
publish the project report in the regional language Tamil in the public consultation for the
projects. He said that he completely rejects the project report, since the benefits of the project
has been mentioned in the book published in Tamil and the grievances in English. He said the
mine should be located 300 meters away from the residential area, but the village administrative
officer has certified that the residential area is within 60 meters. He said that in the residential
area, even if the people agree the government should not give permission for the project. He
said that District Collector might have seen 500 vehicles on his way from Ariyalur to V. Kaikatti
road while enroute to the public hearing venue. As a result, heavy vehicles movement on the
road accident would occur if there is no regulation of vehicular traffic. He said that the public
hearing should have been attended by the engineer of the highways department and the
inspector of Regional Transport office so that they will witness the vehicles carrying loads of 40
tonnes, 60 tonnes, and 80 tonnes and thereby they will come to know about the effects of the
heavy vehicle traffic. He said that the an earthquake occurs when the Earth's surface is
scrapped continuously. He said that mining in the area is one of the reasons for earthquake and
tsunami in many places and added that there is no need of such a destructive project. He said
that an alternative to cement should be found and the government should constitute a
committee to find an alternative to cement, similar to how an electric vehicle was invented
instead of a petrol based two-wheeler. He said that the Gangaikondacholapuram and Thanjavur
temples were not made of cement, and if the structure has stood majestically tall despite natural
calamities for about 2000 years, then there can be a alternative material other than cement, and
it should be encouraged. He said that no industry has provided job oppurtunities and will not
provide job oppurtunities in future.He said that the public hearing is being conducted with the
intention that they can conduct this public hearing with the security personnel and contractors
of the industry. He said that the views of the public, environmentalists, etc,. should be sought in
the public consultation meeting. People are demanding toilets and borewells , which the
government will provide these facilities.He said that environment and livelihood is the problem
for us. He said that the excavated mines in the Ariyalur should be closed and the entire project
report should be presented in Tamil and according to the report of the Village Administrative
Officer, this mine should not be permitted and no more mining activities shall bé allowed in the

Ariyalur district and he expressed this opposition to this project.

19. Thiru. Baskar, Periyanagalur Village.
He asked anyone is aware about which ward and village where the mine is located. He

also urged the people of Periyanagalur village should be given priority to express their opinion.



20. Thiru. Tamilmaravan, District Secretary of Pattali Makkal Katchi,
Gangaikondasolapuram.

He ’said about 466 pages of the draft report have been given in English, and people will
understand it only if it is in Tamil as the report is having more technical terms. He asked how the
14 hectares of the excavated mine would be restored as mentipned in the report on page no
187. Also,he asked whether the people would be made aware of it, how the measures would be
implemented, who would monitor the measurement of groundwater levels through piezometers
at regula} infervéls. He asked that the Village Administrative Officer in his report has reported
that the mine would established within 60 meters of the habitation and asked how the same will
be processed. He asked the details of spending of District Mineral Fund and also said that all
the surveys of the ‘report were correct ,but demanded for and reported how the amount
allocated to the fund will be spent, but insisted that they need a transparent report. He said he
opposes amalgamation of mining.

21. Thiru. Pon. Sankar Guru, Idayathankudi Village.

He said environmental issues are everywhere. If our demands are registered, Ramco
cement Limited should consider to take action for the same. He said he had no objection to the
proposal. Last year, the CSR fund of Ramco Cement Limited was Rs. 19 Crore . Out of which
Only Rs. 1 crore had been spent for the Ariyalur region.He said that Ramco Cement Limited
Alathiyur works has spent Rs. 1 crore, and a sum of Rs. 4 crore has been allocated for sports
department from this fund and he stated that allocation of Rs.4 crores to sports department
from the CSR fund is irrelevant. He informed that the 50 percent of the CSR fund shall be
utilized to rectify the impact to villages in the project area and that is the rule applicable for it.
He welcomed the construction of about 100 modern toilets in the Aminabad and Periyanagalur
areas from this CSR fund and urged to provide toilets to everyone . Industrial Training and
medical camps are not being co'nducted properly and said that medical camps should be
conducted in all the areas from V. Kaikatti to Ariyalur as there is victims of pollution suffering
from respiratory problems due to the heavy vehicle traffic movement for which 50 percent of the
CSR funds should be used for the above mentioned purpose . He said that this management
has spent only Rs 4 lakh, and said that it is not enough to provide toilets, road facilities, drinking
water facilities, and gift items for the programs rather than allocate more funds to the many
projects and works should be done from the CSR funds. He said that employment is being
provided to the people belonging other places and only contracts employment given to the
local people for operation of heavy vehicles. He said that the inconvenience due to this project
are not limited to Periyanagalur village but common to all the surrounding areas of Ariyalur. He
said that the management of the plant should solve the problems of the general public and that
he has no objection to the implementation of this project. He said if the mining commences
without rectifying the defects, that they will protest against the industry.

22, Thiru. S. Balamurugan, Chinnanagalur Village.

He expressed full support for the Periyanagalur limestone mining amalgamation project.
He said that Ramco Cements has provided individual toilet facilities, borewells, and drinking
water facilities in his village, besides removing seemai kuruvelam (Prosopis Juliflora) trees from
the supply channel and desilting of water bodies. He also requested to provide toilet facilities to
the leftout villagers and to provide purified drinking water facilities to their vilage and also to
renovate the dilapidated Pillaiyar temple.



23. Thiru. Semmalai, Aikkal Village.

He said he opposes the amalgamation of the mine project. None of the companies
provided jobs. He said that he had filed a complaint six months ago about the damage caused
to houses due to blasting for mining. He said that the overloading of heavy vehicles carrying 40
tonnes and 60 tonnes of limestone are damaging the road, and appropriate action is not taken
in case of road accidents caused due to this. He asked to cancel the outside contractors and
give the contracts to the people in this district. He also requested for a job to one member of the

families who have given land.

24. Thiru. T. Ramalingam, Supurayapuram Village ‘

He said that their village is located about 2 km distance away from the Ramco cement
and Dalmia cement plants and shown the video of smoke emanating from the plants. He said
both of these industries causes air and water poliution. He said Ramcb cement and Dalmia
cement have not allocated any funds for the basic amenities of their village. He said that the
people cannot travel in the road from Periyanagalur to Ariyalur as it is very muddy and slushy
because of the mineral carrying heavy vehicles movement. He said that for the past 15 years,
many lives have been lost due to collision of tipper trucks, and also said that many accidents
have taken place on the way to Ramco and Dalmia cement plants in Sendurai road. He said
that a few years ago, a government bus was hit by a heavy vehicle, in which the total bus got
damaged and about 20 people died.Similar to that three persons including a young married
woman commuting on road in Thamaraikulam village died on the spot in an accident. After
that, a road roko protest was conducted by the public for 7 hours ,demanding road widening
work and setting up of speed breakers and surveillance cameras. He said that agriculture and
industry were the two eyes of a nation, and now agriculture has been destroyed by industries.
He said that it was only because of their support to the industries 8 cement plants were
established in the same district in a span of 25 years and so public is suffering from air and
water pollution day by day. He said that nearer to Ramco and Dalmia cement plants within 2
km there is a primary health center at Manakal that has not conducted even a single medical
camp in the past 15 years. He said that he requested for desilting and deepening of 10 lakes in
villages nearer to the industry, and the same was not consider by the industry and also not
provided any basic facilities . He said that there is only 7 meter wide road which was laid
before 23 years from the district collector's office to Kaikatti, and hence it is difficult to
accommodate buses and two-wheelers on this road. He said that establishing of mines and
industries is not the only requirement but the sufficient widening of roads also required and
questione why the industries are not taking any action to the same. He said that due to
movement of heavy vehicle traffic people are getting affected. He said that if the industrial
growth needs to be stable and consistent basic facilities to be provided and steps to be taken
to reduce accidents and also he said that Ramco Cements Limited have not provided
employment to the educated youth in their village , nearby villages and not provided
employment to those who sold land. He also said that a huge borewell are established and
extracting water. He demanded the widening of 7-meter road from Kaikatti to the Ariyalur
distridt collectorate to facilitate movement of mining vehicles,to conduct medical camp every
year and to spent the CSR funds to the affected villages, and also requested to spent the

District Mineral fund to the affected areas and strictly opposed the amalgamation of mines.



25. Thiru. P. Sureshkumar, Kattupiringiyam Village.

He expressed support for the amalgamation of mining project of Ramco Cement Limited.

26. Thiru. S. Chinnathambi, Chinnanagalur Village

He said that the Ramco cement Limited has been providing financial assistance for the
temple’'s Kumbhabhishekam,conducted the festival for the last 15 years and has helped in
solving the drinking water problem in the village by constructing a 100 feet deep bore well . He
said that Ramco Cement Limited has made arrangement for desilting and to pump water to
nallathaneer pond and kumizheri pond in the village with the surplus water from the mine with
two nos of 60 Hp motors, conveyed through steel pipe laid for 200 meter distance which is
beihgl used by livestock and people. He asked for maintenance of panchayat road leading to
periyanagalur and also requested for provision of road facility for chinnanagalur to
Kattupringiyam.Further, he said that it was beneficial by pumping of surplus water from the
mine to the nearby 20 to 25 acres of agricultural lands. He also expressed support for the

project with a request to provide financial assistance to the temple work.

27. Thiru. Tamilselvan, Chinnanagalur Village
He expressed support for the project. Some have expressed their support and opposition to

the project. He asked the District Collector to validate them and grant permission in accordance
with the law.

28. Tmt. Sudha, Periyanagalur Village

She said that this Ramco cement Limited has helped the women by providing them training
in tailoring and Aari work, and so they have benefited from it.

29. Thiru. Tamilarasu, Kattupiringiyam Village

He said that since the time of his school education, Ramco Cements Limited has been
distributing gift items, conducting medical camps once a year, building toilets in villages,
providing drinking water to villages, building temples, etc and are doing immediately if any
demands raised. He expressed his gratitude to take this project.

30. Tmt. Indhumathi, Periyanagalur Village

She said that Ramco Cements Limited has provided training in tailoring courses and

training in cooking to the families in Periyanagalur and Kattupringiyam villages. She expressed

her support for the project on behalf of their tailoring trainees and families.

31. Tmt. Priya, Periyanagalur Village

She éxpressed her gratitude to Ramco Cements Limited for providing training to women in
tailoring and aari work and for implementing several welfare schemes.
32. Tmt. G. Saroja, President, Periyanagalur Village

She said most of them claim that they have provided employment to people from outside the
state, she urged the government to provide employment to people in the region, especially
those who have sold their agricultural land to the industry.



33. Thiru. Kanagavel, Kattupiringiyam Village

He said that these industries had bought agricultural land on all four sides of the village,
and there was no land for farming, so they should provide employment to one person in the

house of their village and further more benefits were done to their village
34. Tmt. Sangeetha, Kattupiringiyam Village

Ramco Cement Limited has also constructed free toilets. She said that many people,
including her husband, were working in Chennai and they should be given employment in the
industry.

35. Tmt. Rani, Kattupiringiyam Village

She thanked Ramco cement Limited for constructing a toilet .
36. Tmt. Sembaruthi, Kattupiringiyam Village

She thanked Ramco Cement Limited for providing training in tailoring and extended their
support to the project.
37. Thiru. K. Kamaraj, Kattupiringiyam Village

He expressed his full support for the amalgamation of the limestone mines. He requested
for providing jobs to the educated youth.
38. Tmt. Ananthi, Kattupiringiyam Village

She thanked Ramco Cement Limited for providing tailoring training to women.

39. Thiru. T. Murugesan, Kattupiringiyam Village

He expressed his full support to the Ramco Cement Limited for amalgamation of mine.
He sold the land inherited by their grandparents to these industries and requested them to
provide employment to one of the family members in the industry as there was no land available
for agriculture. He said if the industry cooperates with the people of the village, the people will
cooperate with the industry. He also asked them to clear the muddy road during the rainy

season.

40. Tmt. A. Gokila, Kattupiringiyam Village
She thanked the industry for providing training. She also requested them to fulfill their basic

needs.

41. Thiru. P.Palanisamy, Chinnanagalur Village
He expressed his full support for the mine project. He also said that only contractual jobs are

given instead he requested employment for educated youth in the industry.

42. Thiru. Palanisamy, Chinnanagalur Village
He said there is no opposition to mining and asked the cement industries to provide

employment to the local people.

43. Tmt. Vijaya, Chinnanagalur Village
She said that Ramco Cement Limited has provided many facilities to his village and has
provided toilet and tailoring training to women. She also demanded to provide jobs to the

farmers who have given land.
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44. Thiru. Govindaraj, Kattupiringiyam Village

He supported the project. He said that Ramco Cement has provided basic facilities like toilet
facilities to the surrounding villages, training in tailoring, and desilting of lakes. He also
demanded the construction of a temple for Lord Murugaa. He demanded the construction of a
borewell for Periyanagalur village. He also requested provision for purified drinking water to

Chinnanagalur village. He called for providing employment opportunities to the local youth.

45. Tmt. Arthika, Periyanagalur Village

She said that training of women in tailoring and ari work has been beneficial. She also
expressed support for the mining project.

46. Tmt. Sayira Rengasamy, Kattupiringiyam Village
She said she supports the mine project providing toilet facilities and training of women in

tailoring have been useful for our villages.

47. Tmt. Anjammal, Kattupiringiyam Village

She expressed support for the project. She thanked Ramco Cement for providing toilets and
borewells. She asked them to cover with tarpaulins while carrying limestone in heavy vehicles.
She said that drivers should be given special training to follow the rules of the road and local

people should be given employment.

48. Tmt. Vasanthi, Kattupiringiyam Village
She expressed support for the project. She said that the tailoring training courses given by
Ramco Cement have been effective.

49. Tmt. Parvathi, Kattupiringiyam Village

She expressed support for the mining project.

50. Tmt. Marymalar, Kattupiringiyam Village

She requested to set up a bus stand in Kattupiringiam village as there was no bus stand in
the village. She said educated youth were getting addicted to liquor due to lack of employment
and urged tHe government to provide jobs to those who had sold land. She said the industry has
provided toilet facilities to her and also requested to provide the same for others in their village.
She informed that women are going to cut weeds and 100 days employment. She expressed
her support for the mine project.

51. Thiru. Balasingam, Sendurai Village

He said today a public hearing meeting is being held for the expansion of limestone
mining. He said that already some of the industry managements are extracting limestone and
producing cement here, and the people of this area are suffering a lot due to lack of basic
facilities. The reason for this is that the mineral fund is being spent in the non-contiguous areas,
and the mineral fund should be spent only for the local people affected by mining, and it should
not be spent to other towns and cities. He said that the water in the limestone mining area in
Ariyalur causes kidney damage and requested the cement industries in Ariyalur to set up a
purified water plant to prevent diseases. He said that Ramco Cement has done it in various

villages like Thamaraipoondi, Manakudaiyan, Cholanpatti, Pudhupalayam, Adhanankurichi, and
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Alathiyur. Apart from this, quality toilet facilities, road connectivity, and various other basic
amenities have been provided to the people living near each of the limestone mines. He said
that the cement industries had failed in their responsibility to prevent pollution by developing
green belts, which was supposed to be 33 percent. He requested for providing employment
opportunities to the educated youth of the region. He gave full support to the excavation of

limestone mine.

52. Thiru. Ravivalavan, Poyyathanallur Village
He expressed support for the project. He requested to provide some basic facilities in his
village, and his demand was to build a library building in his village and to provide purified

drinking water as the water is saline water.

53. Thiru. Ramalingam, Kattupiringiyam Village
He expressed full support for the mine.

54. Thiru. Vigneshwaran, Kattupiringiyam Village

He said there is no denial in excavation of the mine. He said that those who sold land for the
mines in the area have not been made settlement completely, and the educated youth have not
got employment. He also asked for setting up of providing jobs to the educated youth of the
state. He also asked for setting up libraries in rural areas. He asked them to conduct job camps
in their villages instead of colleges to generate employment for the local people. He requested
the industries to allocate a specific fund on their behalf for the betterment of the educated youth
and help them with free education. He also asked for CSR funds for conducting public

examinations and special coaching classes for NEET.

55. Thiru. Manikandan, Kattupiringiyam Village

He supported for excavation of mining.

56. Thiru. Veerapan, V. Kaikatti Village
He fully supported the mine project.

57. Thiru. P. Senthilkumar, Mannuli Village

He said that there has been a long-pending demand to convert the 12-km stretch from
Ariyalur to V. Kaikatti into a four-lane road. He said the request to widen the 1.5-2.0 km-long
road under V. Kaikatti flyover on the Tiruchi-Chidambaram National Highway was turned down
as it was narrow. He said that his father died in an accident at a nearby place, and many people
here have lost their relatives in the accident. No one should die like this. He said that most of
the accidents are caused by trucks and two-wheelers, and heavy vehicles carrying limestone
should be driven at specific times. He said that after widening the road first, vehicles carrying
limestone should be allowed. About 25 people have died in the city due to water contamination.
He demanded that heavy vehicles carrying limestone have gone without covering by tarpaulin
and appropriate action should be taken. There is no proper water supply in the village. First of
all, basic facilities should be provided. He also said that outdated mines are not being closed
properly. He asked them to first close down the old mines and then give permission for new
mining projects. No new mining should be allowed without the closure of old mines. He called
for the closure of old mines and the raising of kurungkadugal. He said that if the heart and lungs

are affected by air pollution and the patients in Thanjavur and Trichy medical colleges are

12



counted, then the people of Ariyalur district are the most affected and he said that he did not
support the project.

58. Thiru. llavarasan, Chettithirukonam Village

This meeting was held under the pfovisions of the Environment Act 1986. He said
that with this consultation meeting, the amalgamation of this mine is not going to stop, and it will
be advised to carry out studies. He said he is opposing the amalgamation of the Periyanagalur
lime stone mine. Since Ariyalur is a highly polluted area, as per the existing law, the survey for
the project has done within 10 km radius. He said that it is not enough and requested to
conduct the survey to 15 kilometer radius. He said he would request the Appraisal Committee
to consider for the same and he requested for the same to be incorporated in the
environmental impact Assessment report. He said there are many mines surrounding this mine.
He said that the industry has informed safety distance and the benches between these mines
are to be excavated and so the economy of the country will be boosted. He said that there is a
long battle between the environment and the economy, the environment is losing and the
economy is winning. India is the world's third-largest emitter of greenhouse gases, after China
and the United States, he said. As per the Paris Agreement, Ariyalur district is said to be
severely affected. He also said that India is a signatory to the Paris Agreement, and if the
developed country America pulls out of the agreement , we will not get funds. He said that earth
will soon suffer the consequences due to mining of earth and destruction of the earth. He said
that the global temperature is increasing by 1.5 C due to the heat wave in the ocean. He said
that CSR fund is not given by industries free of cost and as per Section 8 of the Companies
Act, 2013 it is mandatory to allot ‘and spent the 2% of the profit to the people of the project
area. He said that there are 320 northeastern villages in Ariyalur district were affected in the,
groundwater table , and agricultural lands will definitely be affected. He also said that Mining
operation should not be allowed around the water bodies area. He said that the report says that
vehicles will not exceed a speed more than 30 km/h, but it is not followed, and instead of
carrying 25 tonnes, heavy vehicles are carrying 40 tonnes, and same has to be monitored by
cameras. He said the Bharathidasan University report on groundwater and the Tamil Nadu
Water Supply and Drainage Board report are differing. He said that the South West Monsoon is
375 mm and the North East Monsoon is 515 mm, but the average rainfall is 976 mm in Ariyalur
District forecast. He said that in the no objection certificate submitted in the report is with report
issued by DFO and it was mentioned that there is no forest in the Ariyalur District. He said that
forest is the habitat of various species for biodiversity, and it cannot be created artificially. He
said that major part of the oxygen which we breathe comes from the ocean. He said that it is
not appropriate that the trees planted here increase the green cover. He also asked the
Regional Transport Officer to monitor and ensure that overloading of heavy vehicles and plying
of heavy vehicles only at scheduled times. He said that the drivers drive the vehicle at a high
speed as they have been given a high target and thus give good remuneration without setting a
target. According to the amount of mineral extracted, the value of the mineral is determined to a
lesser value. If the tipper vehicles coming out of the mines is subjected to tyre washing
thoroughly with water, thus the dust on the roads will be reduced. In the project report it was
said that the water is fit for drinking, and he questioned then why the industry is needed to
provide purified water. He also asked to drop the project and to reconsider the project with new
project consultant .
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59. Thiru. Bharathi Raja, Asthinapuram Village

He said that he welcomes the limestone mining project of the Ramco Cement limited . He
said that through Ramco cement limited , employment opportunities have been created directly
or indirectly in areas like Kattupiringam, Chinnanagalur, and Periyanagalur. He said that those
who spoke before him had said that the mined mines were not closed, and also informed that
excavated area in Ramco's Pudhupalayam mine had already been covered with topsoil, while
the Reddipalayam and Kattupiringiam mines are now being partially refilled. He requested for

more assistance to the peoples of this area.

60. Thiru. Pandiyan, Velipiringiyam Village
He expressed his support for the project.

61. Thiru. Karuppaiyan, Kattupiringiyam Village

He expressed support for the project.

62. Thiru. Baskar, Chinnanagalur Village

He said that Ramco Cements Limited had desilted the Chinnanagalur Kallukkatti lake, and
laid a 300-metre steel pipeline and a 400-metre hose pipe for a total distance of 700 metres,
and filled the mine's surface water. He also thanked them for providing toilet facilities, training
in tailoring for women, helping in the distribution of prizes for competitions conducted during the
Pongal festival, and giving incentives to deserving students. He also said the industry has-
helped in building the Mariamman Temple. He extended his full support to the project by

requesting a tar road to Chinnanagalur village.

63. Thiru. A. Chinnadurai, Periyanagalur Village

He said Ramco Cements had blocked the bus route from Ariyalur to Periyangalur via
Chinnanagalur since 1992. He asked for the bus facility to be restored. He said that no one from
Periyanagalur village was employed in the industry and asked the industry to provide suitable
employment opportunities for the local people based on their qualification. He demanded to .

restart town bus, which has been stopped for two and a half years, be restarted.
64. Thiru. N. Sengamuthu, Ariyalur District Farmers Union president, Manaleri.

He said that many mines are located in the area and people are facing difficulties due to
the mines. He asked for conversion of Ariyalur to V. Kaikatti road into four lane road to reduce
traffic congestion. He said that Dalmia Cements and Ramco Cements have set up roundana on
Kallakurichi Road collector office near office of the Superintendent of Police and Sendurai Road
respectively. He said that all roundanas would benefit transport. He said that he requested the
district administration for implementation for speed regulation of transport vehicles. He
demanded for constant monitoring of the same.And also demanded for heavy vehicles carrying
limestone should be fully covered with tarpaulins and should be driven without stopping on the
sides of the road. Further,he said that in the project report that it was informed that the vehicles
carrying limestone to maintain a speed of 30 Km and the district administration should ensure
the same. He requested that Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board shall ensure the participation
of Regional Transport Officer, Revenue Divisional Officer and Superintendent of Police in the
public hearing. He also said that heavy vehicles should not be parked on the roadsides and

there is no objection to mining of 53 hectares in this mine. He said that development
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happened because of the cement industries have made progress, and therefore the project
should be welcomed. He said that in the project report it was mentioned that the industry will
provide employment for 16 persons directly and 50 persons indirectly and to ensure that through
this project to give priority to the persons who sold their land to the industry and to give priority
to the educated youth in the area. He said that the district administration will review and decide
on the closure of the outdated mines.

65. Thiru. R.Shankar, State President of Law Awareness and Anti-Corruption Association,
Ariyalur. v

He said that a public consultation meeting is being held on the amalgamated
Periyanagalur Mini'ng Project covering an area of 53.32 hectares in Periyanagalur village. He
said that the project report has been prepared by ABC Techno Lab and detailed the plans of the
mine, structure of the environment, nature of the environment, air quality, foreseen impacts,
monitoring plan, additional studies, project benefits, CSR project funding, environmental
management, transportation, noise level, bio-environment, Industrial health, etc. He said that if a
industry is coming up, there is definitely an impact on it, and the government is giving CSR /
DMF funds to the general public only to address those impacts. But it is not reaching all the
people. He said that in this project which is worth of about a sum of Rs. 38.04 crore has been
allocated for the District Mineral Foundation Fund. In this amount Rs. 1.00 crore has been
allocated for education, health, drinking water, construction of toilets, maintenance of roads and
ponds, infrastructure facilities, free medical camps, etc and to implement the same on continous
basis. He also demanded that DMF funds should be provided only to the affected villages. He
also asked them to provide purified drinking water and toilet facilities on long term and foresight
vision. He said that in the project report, 33 people will be given jobs directly and 50 people will
be given jobs indirectly and he requested the same may be provided to the educated and
uneducated people in the area. He said that when the public hearing was held for government
cement industry for the expansion of cement industry, it was told that 200 people would get a
livelihood directly, 700 people indirectly, and a total of 900 people will get livelihood and the
same is still not materialized. He said that the district administration should examine it and to
arrange for employment to the people of this area. He asked the Highways Department to
improve the roads in the area and save the farmers from accidents and also to remove the mud
and slush from the road, and protect the people. He thanked the Tamilnadu State Government
for allocating and inaugurating of foot wear factory which is going to come up with budgét of
Rs 1,000 crores and providing employment for 15,000 people.

66. Thiru. Sugumar, Ariyalur Village

He said that the government is providing several schemes for industries to come up in
the Ariyalur district. Accordingly, Ramco Cement and Dalmia Cement were started in 2006.
Earlier, there was no proper way for vehicles to reach Ariyalur. He said only after the provision
of proper roads from Perambalur Road to Sendurai Road these industries has come up. He
said that employment will increase only when industries are set up. While they support this
limestone mining, they also said that they expect something from the company. From the
surrounding cement industry , he said, the Ariyalur township was located in a valley 120-foot
below. He said that the entire smoke of the industries is circulating in Ariyalur itself and people
are suffering. Ariyalur is not getting groundwater since the surrounding industries has drawn
groundwater from a depth of about 800 feet to 1000 feet depth . He said that earlier they used to
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drink water from 110 feet deep borewells, but now the groundwater level has gone down to 400-
500 feet depth. The District Collector to call upon all the industries to install purified water supply
equipments in the government higher secondary schools, government hospital, government
sports complex, and girls higher secondary schools in the area and also to maintain the same
by the industries. He said that in Ariyalur town, drinking water supply equipments have been
installed at 10 places and are not maintained properly and the same is not functioning. He
requested the industry without saying that engineering graduates in the region are not eligible
for jobs, he asked them to provide temporary training and to provide job opportunities. He
lauded Ramco Cement Limited for giving priority to 70 percent of Tamilians in employment. He
urged the district administration to provide separate roads for the transportation of heavy

vehicles used for mining purpose.

67. Thiru. Thangadurairajan, Thuthur Village

In the public hearing, he said that the views of the farmers who have sold their land
should be given importance. He said that after the arrival of the machines in the mining
technology, the employee’s opportunities has been reduced. He asked them to provide jobs to
the youth of the area. He said that there is no water in any of the surrounding lakes, and water
is needed for doing agriculture. He said that the water, which was earlier available at 150 feet
depth in the area, is now available at 800 feet depth. Even if a thousand people supports the
project and five thousand people protest against the project, no one can stop this project and it
will happen. With the support of the local people, everything is possible. He said that several
lakes in the district were drying up, he urged to all cement industries in Ariyalur district to pump
out surplus water from their mines and fill the lakes in villages within a radius of 3 km. Further, if
done so, it will be of use to the farmer for farming, for livestock, for public use, and for
recharging the groundwater level. He said he had asked for an alternative route as road
accidents were frequent in the area. He also demanded that the 12-km stretch road from V.
Kaikatti to Ariyalur roundana to be converted into a four-lane road. He asked for road widening
as there is heavy traffic from Periyanagalur to Kallankurichi. He expressed support for the

project, saying that mining should be carried out without impacting the people.
District Environmental Engineer

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and queries of the
public are recorded through video graphy / Audio and the same will be sent to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai.

Further, 23 Number of petitions received during the public hearing meeting on M/s.The
Ramco Cements Limited for the proposed Amalgamation of Periyanagalur Limestone Mines

over an extent of 53.32.0 Ha of Periyanagalur Village are enclosed herewith.

Further, 7 Nos of petition received in this O/o. District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District and 1 no of petition received through E-mail to
the O/o. District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District
and 1 no of written representation of Thiru.P.Selvamani, Sirukadambur Village was received in
the O/o. District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur District

and the copy of the same representation has been received through District Collector, Ariyalur
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and Special Secretary (Envi‘ronment, Climate Change) Environment, Climate Change and
Forest (EC.3) Department ,Secretariat ,Chennai after Public Hearing from the public about the
views/comments/complaints on M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited for the proposed
Amalgamation of Periyanagalur Limestone Mines over an extent of 53.32.0 Ha Periyanagalur
Village project.

List of public who attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen
Drive and CD recorded with the Audio/ Video of entire proceedings of public hearing are
enclosed herewith. '

Convener, P\r\e:'i(c:rﬁ

Public Hearing Meeting/
District Environment Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur.

District Collector,
Ariyalur District.
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