Minutes of thg Public Hearing conducted for the M/s. A. Ramamoorthi Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 1131/1B, 1131/3 & 1131/4 of Katchaikatti
Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai District held on 28/11/2024 at 11.00AM at
Vadipatti Taluk Office, Vadipatti, Madurai District. | |

Pregent:

Thiruvalargal:

1 R.D. Shalini - : Revenue Divisional Officer,
| Madurai

Médurai District.

2 D. Sugumar ' : District Environmental Engineer,
TamiIN adu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District

3 R. Udaya Assistant Environmental Engineer,
' TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai District

4. Project Proponeht and public : As per Attendance Register
(Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

Good morning everyone. Everyone will be given an opportunity to express

their views in a peaceful manner. So he asked them to express their views in a calm

manner.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Good morning everyone. Survey No. 1131/1B, 1131/3 & 1131/4 of and
its surrounding areas in Katchaikatti Village, Vadipatti circle, its owner has sought
permission to set up a Rough stone Quarry. The Public Hearing meeting is conducted
by the Pollution Control Board on behalf of the District Collector. Thereforé, he kindly
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- requested the public to record their views by mentioning name and village name only
regarding the project. He said that the public can express their views orally or in

written form.

Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant M/s. A. Ramamoorthi Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry S.F.No. 1131/1B, 1131/3 & 1131/4 of Katchaikatti Village, Vadipatti 'Taluk,
Madurai District briefly explained the salient aspects of the proposed project.(Copy

enclosed)

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

He said that if the ideas are brief and clear then everyone will get a chance.

1. C. Nethaji, Tamilnadu Farmers Protection Organization State Deputy General

Secretary, Usilampatti.

This Ramamurthy Stone Quarry, for which a Public hearing meeting is
held today, is in violation of government regulations. I therefore argue that permission
should not be granted. Ramamurthy Stone Quarry to be set up in Vadipatti Taluk,
Kachaikatti Village S.F No. 1131/B, 3 and 4 for an area of about 3 acres 40 cents

should not be granted permission for the following reasons:
Violations:

‘ According to section 36(1) of the Minor Minerals Rules, 1959, a quarry should
be set up at a distance of 300m from house sites, permanent constructions, village
natham, temples, government apartments, green houses, as per revenue documents.
There is a house in Plot No. 1141, 85m South-East near Kachaikatti -Village Plot No.
1131. 1t is indicated on the revenué village map. Therefore, no legal permission
should be given to this quarry. Many officials are wrongly concealing the fact that no
one is living in thé hoﬁse indicated in the revenue documents and that the house is

damaged.



Accordin;g to the Minor Minerals Rules, 1959, if there is a building mentioned in
the UDR revenue documents, it is clearly said to be a house and house site even if it is

dilapidated or damaged.

While there is a law that no house should be located within 300m of the field
where the Stone Quarry is loélated, there are approved houses here. Therefore, this

quarry should not be allowed to operate legally.

50m (or) 125ft distance must be maintained in case of stream and water
bodies. The Minor Minerals Rules Act, 1959 states that there should be a 50m gap in
the case of artificial tar roads. In Katchaikatti Village to the North of S.F. No. 1131
and to the West of S.F. No. 1130 a stream is passing whiéh has its o_rigin from the hill.
This stream is shown in the Environmental ImpactAAssessment. map. ‘It is also shown

in Computer maps.

Also, the Assistant Commissioner of Land Administration, Chennai has given
the Revenue Status Order No. 26/15 that the stream and the track are governmeﬁt
property, even thbugh they are c;n private lease land, has been documented by us
through the Right to Information Act. Even if it is on private leased land, it is legally -
government property. Therefore no legal permission can be given to the Stone Quarry.

It should not be given.

If there are water bodies like ponds, lakes, water tanks, etc, there should be a
distance of 300m according to government law and many court orders. The distance
between Kachaikatti Village S.F No. 1131 & S.F No. 1132 on the west side is only
150m. This survey no. is indicated in all maps. There are several permanent
settlements within a 300m radius from the quarry site. If suph perﬁnission is given
illegally, there will be a possibility of loss of life like the explosion that took place in
Aaviyur village of Virudhunagar district on May 1, 2024. Therefore, according to the
law, no permission should be given to the quarry. Further houses are also shown on
Google Images.‘ On the north-west side there are houses at 294m. The house is 104m
on the west side and 171m (&) 210m on the north side. So, this quarry cannot operate
legally. | |



Minor Minerals Rules 1959 states that there should be a gap of 500m in case
of overhead water tank, government borewell etc. In the south-west direction from the
location of stone quarry, there is a Nattam house in Kachaikatti. Oor Natham is
around 450m. There are overhead water tanks, government borewells etc. The Village
Administrative Officer should certify that there is no house site. The information in
his evidence is contradictory. Legal permission cannot be given as there are overhead
storage tanks, government bore wells and Natham barren lands within 500m radius of

the Stone Quarry field. This is a violation of the law. -

Motor line should be placed at a distance of 50m according to law. But a low-
voltage power line runs through the south and surrounding areas of Stone Quarry. So
legal perfnissipn cannot be given. Section 83(2) of the Electricity Act 1956 clearly
states that the high-tension electric line and its electric cables, 650kV power lines
must be kept at a distance of 300m / 1000ft from the outer edge of the quarry site. A
low voltage pbwer line runs within 300m. Permission cannot be given under Section
83(2) of the Indian Electricity Act, 1956. According to the report of the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, the hearing should be held by attaching
45 types of documents. Only then we can read the report thoroughly and speak in the
‘public hearing. But here there are only 15 documents. The remaining 30 documents
are missing. This public hearing itsélf is not lawful as we are not able to know the

truth.

Air, water & noise survey was carried out on 03 /06/24 itself. It was held
three months ago. It's like naming a baby before you know its gendér. Streams from
" the protected forest area flow on all four sides of this Ramamurthy Quarry. There is
no public path for entry into Stone Quarry. Therefore, permission should not be given
to this quarry. We are never against a legally opefating quarry. No quarry shall be
operated contrary to the rules. We have a duty to protect this land, people and
mountains. Because 70 species 6f species are extinct today. The same situation will
happen to us one day. The number of fertility centers has increased. We are drinking
acid because the ground Wéter table has gone down. This causes various diseases. I
- bid adieu by saying that the State Pollution Control Board should not grant

permission to this quarry due to various violations of law.



2.Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social activist, Katchaikatti

I have petitioned VAO, Collector, Chief Minister and President about the
damages caused by quarries ih our village. No action was taken on any petition. We

appealed to the Pollution Control-Board office at Panagal Maaligai.

District Environmental Engineer, Madurai

There is no Pollution Control Board office functioning in Panégal Maaligai.

Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social activist, Katchaikatti

When we appealed to SEIAA they said that we grant permission only as
per the report of the Village Administrative Officer. There are streams on all four sides
of Stone Quarry located in Kachaikatti area. The quarry is being set up in violation of
the Minor Minerals Rules, 1959. The Village Administrative Officer gives a report that
there is no house site and public pathway . Trucks are operating in violation of the
law. There is no place of shelter during floods in the rainy season. They’'ve blocked
~ the stream with stones. How many times should we complain? Why are you allowing
to break the rules? All the pébple here are affected in different ways. We have even
produced a documentary to create public awareﬁess_. On 26.11.2024 an hunger stike
was held in Kachaikatti area demanding that we do not want quarries. Further, when

permission is granted for a quarry, the condition of the villagers will _Wbrsen.

The owner of this quarry Mr. Ramamﬁrthy is my own maternal uncle.
Before this he was engaged in the business of stone breaking. As a social activist I am
creating awareness about the effects of stone quarrying. The real owners of Stone
Quarry land have registered the land in my uncle's name falsely. This is done to
create a fight between relatives. From now on we have to send a complaint to the UN.
Shalini madam, 1 have petitioned you three times. No inspection was carried out.

We've appealed directly to Tahsildar, VAO, District Collector but to no avail.



.

. Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

We will form a joint committee and investigate. The team is coming for

inspection next Saturday. They will investigate the complaints you make. An

integrated committee will be formed with 5 departments.

Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social activist, Vadipatti

Public hearing should have been held in our village. It should be
conducted in marriage halls, village clommunity centers of that respective villages. We
must commute on 2 different buses from our village to'reach the Taluk office which is
7 km away. Had this meeting been held in the community hall in our village, more
people would have attended. Only 21 people are said to be directly employed. 50
people are said to be indirectly employed. How many people here do'you think work in
stone quarrieé? 500 rupees has been distributed to everyone and brought here. There
is also video evidence for this. You say the wind is blowing towards the west. By
which direction do the lorries from the quarries come? We have come to know
through the Right to Information Act that only 10 tons vehicles are allowed on village
roads. Stones franspdrted by trucks are falling on the road. This affects the villége
roads. The liféspan of roads has reduced from 8 years to 2 years. Everything

including water and air is spoiled. People here are ignorant.

‘ Ailing women have provided video evidence. - The police have threatened to
arrest them. They say I knock on the mountain. Minister, MLA, says I oppose the
Chief Minister. We're just saying don't give any i]legal permission. We're not saying
we don't want Stone Quarry. You grant permission sﬁbject to legal provisions. There
is a stream on all four sides of this quarry. There is a forest that is rich in
biodiversity. There are water bodies, borewells, wells, agricultural land. You have
indicated the coconut trees on the map. Quarries should nof be located near
égricultural land. How can you grant permission for a public hearing? Every law is
violated. IVR Granite Company is within 100m. The rule is that there should be a gap

of 175m. Drinking water tank is located at 350m. There are violations in every

aspect. We can point out them for a number of times. You say from the pollution

control board that every truck should come wrapped with tarpaulin. So far [ have not
6
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even seen a single truck wrapped in tarpaulin. Everyone is trying to bribe me. They -
are asking me to get what I want and leave the matter. Law-abiding officers are not
coming here. Tahsildar is fgnorant. VAO asks to approach the public works
department which has no relations with the issue. I have shown all the documents
directly. Why do they refuse to take action? Why do you, the revenue divisional
officer, refuse to take action? File a case against me if I am wrong. File a case against

me if | have violated minor mineral rules and asked questions.

I am speaking after getting all the documents as per'R'TI Act. All my
relatives are here. They are unable to realize the potential conéequenées of this. They
have cultivated bananas on the Stone Quarry side. The banana leaf is so stained that
it cannot be sold. All Stone Quarry water is discharged through stream. In the
farmers' grievaﬁce meeting, we asked the public works department to desilt our
stream. They stacked 50 loads of sand in two days after desilting and the road has
been re-constructed for heavy vehicles. Farmers cannot use that stream and path. It
is the government that makes the law. Government officials are not following the rules
even after continuous pleading. Visit our village and stay for 10 minutes. Then you
will know about the atrocities committed by them. This is my own village. I went to
many places and argued against the quarries, which did not materialize.v People are

not united in our village.

They create enmity between relatives. 1'have also received death threats.
Implement the rules correctly. It has been two and a half months since the quarry
was completed. It was Karikolrajan sir's quarry. I have sent you the photo. The
Minor Minerals Rules conveniently state that heavy vehicles should not ply after 7 pm.
‘In violation of that rule, the lorries are operated till 2 am. In some cases they are
operated till 11-am. If water is sprayed on village tar roads, the road will get damaged.
Due to continuous vehicular movemenf on those roads, the road gets damaged. It is
not properly covered with a tarpaﬁlin. We had pleaded many times but they are not

listening.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Which quarry?



Thiru. Gnanésekaran, Social activist, Vadipatti

There is another quérry 100m adjacent to new quarry. [ have all the
evidence. Skin and kidney damage has occurred. Three people are affected in my
house. I will also give you my medical reports. When you go to the hospital they ask
where do you work? There is so much dust in our lungs. I will question everyone. I
am acting within the law. Everyone is taking advantage of the ignorance of the lay
people. There have beén many accidents in the stream. Recently, a resident of
Sholavandan area died after being hit by a lorry while coming near Andipatti
Bungalow. Many such accidents take place. I have proof for all of this. A First
Infofmation Report has been registered at Vadipatti Police Station. Vehicles are driven
at maximum speed. They even prevent people from joining the non violent hunger

-strike. Everyone here is bribed. Quarry owner said he will pay me too. I have
collected a lot of information from the Department of Geology. 22 quarries are under
operation in our area. We speak only with evidence. They say that baying 10 lakhs is
enough to get a quarrying license in Panagal Maligai. We do not speak without
evidence. When we petition the VAO it is redirected to the Tahsildar. - We have fully
learned the authority of the Village Administrative Officer. Even if the dog dies, he
should be informed first. If we tell him, he points out to the Tahsildar. If you tell the
district collector, he will also ask the Tahsildar to take action. We are happy if you
give permission within the law. If the inspection team goes to all the quarries here, it
will be seen that they have dug up to 10 lakh cubic feet in violation of the 3 lakh cubic
feet permit. They dig more than the permitted length.

You say that public fund 5 lakh rupees can be spent, but the hospital costs
we incur are more than that. Respiratory problems have been reported a lot. We are
fighting for freedom for clean air. Up to 8 people who worked at Stone Quarry died of
kidney failure. Many of my relatives have died. You say you must wear protective
gear to work. But how many people work like that? We have made a 5-minute short
film to create awareness among people. We'll screen it here if you give us permission.
You are engaged in destroying the town for the welfare of 21 people. They have said
that 1200 trees have been planted in the Green Tribunal. Practically none of the 25
quarries have tree plantation. Quarrying starts only after destfoying the existing
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green cover. There are implications to that extent. If you request permission by giving
false documents, I will oppose' it. Everyone here will support Stone Quarry, because

they are brought here with money.

District Environmental Engineer, Madurai
Express your comments within 5 minutes.

Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social activist, Vadipatti

Our concern cannot be expressed in 5 minutes.

District Environmental Engineer, Madurai

You have been talking for over half an hour

Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social activist, Vadipatti

We are just yoicing our grievances. File a case against me stating that
what [ am saying is false. Il even provide video proof. This meeting is taking place in
violation of minor mineral rules. All the streams around the quarry should be
protected as per orders of High Court, Supreme Court. Permission should not be
given to this quarry which is gix'/ing various false figures and fraudulent documents
and concealin?gr field maps. This quarry should not be given permission as it violates
the Government Regulations, Minor Minerals Act, 1959. They have committed fraud

by concealing genuine documents.

3. Tamil Nilavan, Union Secretary, Vadipatty, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi

Greetings to all. The two peopie who spoke earlier said that the laws were
taken too lightly for the purpose of opposing quérries. If I go into detail, many people
will not have time to comment. I have also come to speak against the establishment of -
quarry. People in Kachaikatti area are suffering from respiratory problems. The
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi is for the poor and the downtrodden. The Primary
Health Center is loc’at'ed in Kachaikatti in Vadipatti area. Mr. Environmental Engineer



can pay a visit and know about the situation. More dust is coming from the crusher.

Dust is omnipresent. The area where goats are most likely to be reared is Kachaikatti.

Goats will not graze the grass if it has dust. So the farmers ére affected. We
don’t want the quarry as it generates lot of dust. They are digging many times deeper
than the permitted level. There are more casualties there. The question arises as to
whether the hcénéed ciuarries in the past have operated as per the rules. Till today
the quarries are operating in unsafe conditions. The water in the quarry can be used
for public use. I have gone to Assembly Inspection Committee meetings on behalf of
our party. Recently in Tirunelveli dis&ict, a meeting was held under the chairmanship
of the district collector to discuss the issue of bringing quarries to public use. On
behalf of the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi, I request the Environmental Engineer to
cancel this public hearing considering the plight of péople from all walks of life.

- 4. Ranjith Kumar, Kachaikatti

I had a younger brother. He worked at Stone Quarry. He suffered lung
ailments. He was unable to go to work after the ailment. He was admitted in an
hospital. We were not able to savé his life. My uncle also worked at St_one Quarry. He
died of kidney failure. Both these families did not get proper relief. Can the dead be
brought back to life? That's all my opinion. We don’t want stone quarry.

5. Annadurai, Karimedu People's Legal Rights Movement,

Greetings to all. All over Tamil Nadu, such hearings are being held for the
establishment of quarries. But all the public who participated in various meetings are
agéinst these quarries which are operated in violation of various regulations. So don't
do Stone Quarrying in our area. People all over. Tamilnadu are saying that no
permission should be given for anything, whether it is a normal quarry or a new

~quarry. However, Tamil Nadu Government, Pollution Control Board, Departmeht of
Mineral Resources, Director of Mineral Resources, Assistant Director, all the
politicians and officials in those areas are making efforts to open new quarries all over
Tamil Nadu without the intention of creating new jobs for the people and developing

various sectors. Public hearings are being conducted for the establishment of
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quarries. If we look whether the government is getting lakhs & crores of rupees
revenue from the establishment of these quarries, they show meager account. At the

same time, they say that only 21 people will get employment.

Indirectly 50 people; makfng a total of 71 people. Are they the only ones living
in this area? The agricultural land of the area is affected. Pasture is affected. Water
supply is affected. Wild animals are also affected. I don't know if they are doing this
because there is more cash flow due to the new quarries. Those who spoke before me
said the Minor Minerals Rules, which is the law for sétting up a quarry, states that
permission can be granted only if the 45 documents required for setting up a quarry is
correct. But only 15 documents are attached to set.up this quarry. The quarry is
subject to more than 30 violations. Therefore, quarries set up in violation of such
regulations are against future generation and biédiversity. Therefore, on my behalf,
and on behalf of the people of Kachaikatti village and on behalf of our people's legal
rights movement, I humbly request that the Pollution Control Board, Department of
Mineral Resources and Tamil Nadu Government should not grant permission to this

quarry which is in violation of the law. Thank you.

- 6. Mr. Raja, Chatta Panchayat Movement, Madurai District Secretary

Whether we need a quarry or not? That's what this meeting is for. Although I
belong to Madurai district, we are working for the people of Vadipatti area. We are
pleading with all the authorities. Not all trucks coming out of the quarry follow any
rules. This quarry has submitted only 15 types of documents. Not a single vehicle
follows proper rules. Then I don't know why this hearing is being conducted. This
quarry should not be allowed. If there are proper documents it can be considered is

my opinion.

7. Mr. Prabhu, Vadipatti

I am from Vadipatti'.' There were 30 quarries operating in this area and now
only 7 quarries are operating. This 7 Quarry has all kinds of troubles. My quarry is in
Ramayanpatti. I have excavated a 2 acre quarry. It is full of water. Currently

Ramayanpatti is getting water from my quarry pit. Let me tell you what the benefits if
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_you give us this quarry. If the quarry is allowed, the trucks will run. Employment will
be generated. Water will be available for agriculture. Masons will get employment. The
crushers will run. JCBs will be operated. Nearly 200 people will get employment. So,
this quarry must be permitted.

8. Mr. M. Perumal. Poochampatti

Our livelihood depends on this quarry. It is with this income we send our
children to study. Everyone is saying that the quarry should be closed. 65 percent
employment in the village comes from quarrying.lAlmost 65 percent of people get
employment while it is félsely stated as only 21 get jobs. Everyone can get a job, be it a
mason or a sitter. Otherwise, how can we make our children study. Those who say no
to this should give us jobs. We will close the quarry and g0 with them. We've a
livelihood only if the quarry is operated.

9. Mrs. Umadevi, Perumalnagar

My husband has been working in the quarry for 30 years. My son has
studied engineering. All these are through the incéme we received from quarry jobs.
All we know is quarry work. Quar;y is our livélihood. If not, what can we do? A family
cannot be supported with an income of Rs 250. My husband is a driver in a quarry.

They give masks and shoes and ask them to work. So, there is no harm. We need this

quarry.

10. Mrs. Palaniselvi, Kachaikatti

My husband works in the quarry. I ha\}e two' children. They’re studying

8th & 9th, It is with this income that we send our children to study. So, we need this

quarry.

11. Mr. K. Kumar

I am working in a quarry. The person who spoke earlier said that there is a
quarry near my house. I am asking, did the rock came first or the house came first?
Clarify that first. Wild animals are said to have died. In which crusher did they die. If
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the quarry is closed, where will the poor get M Sand to build houses? So, we need this
quarry.

12. Mr. M. Kannan, Kachaikatti

I have raised two children by working in the quarry. Both have acquired
Post Graduate degrees. There is no negative irnpaét from the quarry. If there is dust,
you can ask to sprinkle water, it is not a problem. Only if there is a quarry, we’ll get

employment. So, we need this quarry.

13. Mr. Azhakarsamy, Perumalnagar

We have farmland. I am working as a mason. Even this building can be built"
only if there is gravel and sand. Even though my farmland is near the quarry there is
no harm. There is no damage to the temple. If you can give sand from the river to

build the building, you can close the quarry, we have no problem. So, he said we need

this quarry.

14. Mr. Narayanan, Kachaikatti

Everyone speaks in support of the quarry. We aren’t denying it. Who benefits from
this? You say 200 families will get employment. But 5000 people will get affected. Is
the livelihood of 200 families greater than the devasfation of livelihood of S000 people?
Andipatti bungalow is only 3 kms away from Kachaikatti. But if you go by two-wheeler
black dust starts hitting your eyes. You say they are providing masks & shoes. I'm
living here for 25 years. [ have reared 150 black goats. We have now sold those goats.
Quarrying causes only damage. It should not be allowed. I'm not saying that no one
should work. For the sake of 200 people, others should not suffer. They say that they"
have got their children to study only by working in the quarry. Every father should
make his children study no matter whatever work he does. It's not only just quarrying
work. Is there a green fortification or not? The distance between the stream and the

quarry is only 10m.
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Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Do not interrupt when someone is speaking. You can talk after they've -

finished their speech.

Mr. Narayanah, Kachaikatti

We don't want this stone quarry. We are the sufferers. Goats, cows and

other life forms are affected by this. So, we don’t want this quarry

15. Mr. Nagaraj; Kachaikatti

I am working in Stone.Quarry. I have been employed in it since I was seven
years old. There are no loss of life in the quarry. People who spoke earlier asked
whether they should suffer for the welfare of 200 families. 200 families will question
others whether what job they can give to us. 500 families are said to be affected. Did
500 families say that they were dying from quarrying? Will you blame Stone Quarry for
people who consume weed, liquor and die? No one said that théy were crippled due to

- quarrying. So, we need this quarry.

16. Mr. Perumalnagar ,Kachaikatti

I am from the quarrying site. I am working as a mason. If we must protest, we
are the front runners to do it. But we are not affected by the quarry. They said that we
came to the meeting only after we received payment of money at night. My salary is
Rs 1100, and I have come here to speak only after giving up my daily wages. No one
talks for the sake of money. We are speaking the truth. Vehicles will move only on the

roads. The truth is that no one is-harmed. So, we need this quarry.

17. Mr. Sasikumar, Chokkalingapuram

Quarry gives job opportunities to all the unémployed youth after their

education. There are no negative impacts due to the quarry.
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18. Mr. Selvam, Poochampatti

I am a driver. The quarry is the source of livelihood for drivers, pit diggers and
everyone in Poochampatti area. 200 families are living here. We do not know any other

job except this. So we need this quarry.

19. Mr. Jayapandi, Kachaikatti

I am a JCB driver. There is no work since Diwali. We are out of work because
it is the rainy season. If the same situation continues, everyone will have to go to work
outside our village in different cities. We need Stone Quarrys. We were born in this
town & we need a job in our native town. Why should we leave our hometown and go
to another town? We’ll ask for our rights here only. Brother Gnanasekar said that they
brought us here by means of money. He conducted a hunger strike the previous day.
Only 8 people belonged to Kachaikatti and others were brought with money. I am

working at Udumalpet. I've come here for this meeting only. So we need this quarry.

20. Mr. Selvaraj, Ramayanpatti

Permission may be granted for this quarry. The land next to the quarry is 1128,
1134 belongs to me. For people’s livelihood and employment, we can give permission
within the law. My land gets filled with dust when the trucks drive by. Therefore, a
detour should be made. Give proper permission. It should work without blocking the

waterways. So, there is no objection to this quarry.

21. Mr. Katturasa, Peruman Nagar

I have been working in the quarry for 20 years and have educated my
children. Even dunng the coréna period, it was the quarrymen who helped us in all
ways. So, we want this quarry.

22. Mr. Ajith Kumar, Kondayampatti

I am a Manager at Stone Quarry. I have done engiﬁeering. Myself & 7 other
people who did engineering are giving employment to 200 people with the help of

quarry gravel. We need quarry. If there is dust between 8 and 9 o'clock then we can
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advise that the trucks should not run during that time. It can also be done during

school hours also. Otherwise, we need a quarry and permission should be given to

this quarry.

23. Mr. Palaniandi, Katchaikatti

Stone Quarry has been in operation here since 1979. I'm living next to a
quarry since 1992. A goat fell and died..Then due to explosives used in quarry a rock
fell, and I've got injured. I've complained about it. I didn’t receive any response. The
collector came and inspected. The quarry owners sued me. Permission should not be

given to this quarry.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai
If anybody wants to share their views, please do. It will be registered.

24. Mr. Ponselvan, Poochampatti

We want Stone Quarry. There are 150 peopie"unemployed. It is said that the
dust has emanated due to vehicular movement in the quarry. Is there no vehicular
movement in the city? Has no dust emanated? Or else is there a stoppage of
rﬁanufactﬁﬁng new vehicles? They say that there is the occurrence of kidney stones.
Visit the Madurai Government Hospital and. see how many people are affected by
kidney stone problem. I've worked in Tirupur. I have that problem too. If your urine is
not flowing properly, you’ll encounter this problem. You can ask your doctor about it.
Where there were 10 or 20 quarries now there is only one or two quarries. We are

suffering. We neéd this stone quarry.

25. Mr. Poochiappan, Poochambatti,

2 of my siblings are dead. The reason for that is not quarry. Can quarry be
blamed for the death of everyone? No. We all are working in the quarry since
childhood. We need this quarry at all costs. Apart from this job, we don't know any
other job. So, we want this quarry. \
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26. Mrs. Muthuraku, Ramayanpatti

We’re not saying that quarrying Shot‘lld not be done. Thére are so much
losses due to quarrying? 60 percent of women .are widows. Agriculturé is affected. The
100-day job program has been affected. You can carry on quarrying without affecting
all these things. In our town there is é big pond next to the Ramakallandi pond. The
government haé built a building in it. They gave borewell that there should be water in
the water tank. At present, the quarrymen use the land claiming it as their property.
The water tank in which we worked during the 100-day scheme has been flattened
with mud and converted into patta land whose ownership is claimed by the
quarrymen. Due to this, the 100-day program is not generated. Work is there only if
there is a boundary for the land. As a result, the women altogether blocked the quarry
trucks. So, they asked us to work on one side by demarcating the land on one side. In
a few days they closed the path once again. We'’re not against the quarry. I am also a
stonemason. My husband was a quarry worker and died. Most of the drivers are
youngsters. They provide insurance for the truck. Are you people insured? Don't claim
falsely that they give insurance to you. Show me the proof and léet's see. I didn't
question anyone. I am just saying my opinion. All the young men drive trucks. Only
those who operate the lorry at 5 am are employed to work. Then you’ve got to drive up
to 7 o clock. If they don’t turn up, you are giving the jobs to people from Northern
States. If you are going to give them work, you must go there and establish a quarry.
Why are you operating it here? How many youths are unemployed m our town. You
can give jobs to them. Is it enough if you give work for only 2 days in a week? '
Operate the quarry and close the pit after extracting the rocks. Only then can farming
be done & it benefits the people.

27. Mr. Murugan, Katchaikatti

I am working in Stone Quarry for the past 25 years. 'm not affected by
quarrying. I don't have any kidney problem. You can check me even now. I'm 53 and I
still want to break rocks in the quarry site. Others are saying that people are not able
to conceive. Theyre talking about lung pI‘Ob].CI’]:’l. All these are not caused by the

quarrying. I also work as a casual labourer in construction acfivity. We get work only
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if we get gravel by breaking the rocks. We have 20 servants working for us. Brother
Gnanasekaran said that the quarry owners brought the people and asked them to
talk in favour of the quarry. He brought people from somewhere else when he held
meetings. No one was from our town. Therefore, we are not affected by the quarry in

“any way. We definitely need this quarry.

28. Mr. Alaguraja, Poochampatti,

I work as a driver. In Rameswaram, the government provides many incentives
to the fishermen. But here an individual is saving the village by running a quarry even

after selling his wife's mangalsutra. So, we need this quarry.

Mrs. Muthuraku, Ramayanpatti

Communism means working for the people. I would like to inform you that it

is a wrong saying that Gnanasekar brought communists for money.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

If you have any other suggestions related to this public hearing anyone can

- come forward express their views, otherwise we can conclude the meeting.

29. Mr. Chandra Bose, Kachaikatti

No one said that permission should not be given for quarrying. We are only
saying that give according to the rules. If we go through the road by foot or by two-
wheeler, awhich‘leads to the quarry, we can know about the intensity of the damage
caused to these roads. They spr‘inkle water in the morning and evening to control dust
emanation. The road is damaged due to movement of heavily loaded vehicles. I used to
work with a People's Represeﬁtaﬁve before this. It is true that the establishment of
this Quarry cannot be stopped by what I say, or any other person says. But while
conducting these kinds of meetings it must be ensured that it is in compliance with all
the Government rules. There is too much dust. There is difficulty in breathing.
Pollution level is high. No matter how well the road is laid, carrying too much of load

in these roads will cause damage to it. There are tamarind trees on both sides of the
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road. We can tell the level of pollution even by just observing the leaves of those trees.
Quarrymen should comply with the Government rules and operate the quarry in

accordance with those rules.

30. Mr. Selvaraj, Ramayanpatti

This quarry will be permitted by any means. The fee received from quarry
should be deposited with Ramaiyanpatti panchayat. Itis mer}tioncd( as Katchaikatti.
It should be deposited in Ramayanpatti.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

She expressed her gratitude to all the people and officials who attended the
meeting, '

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Madurai for presiding over the public hearing and thanked all the Government
officials, police officers, press people, social activists and public on behalf of the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The meeting came to an end (((d(

ﬂﬂzﬁh .
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for notifying the
Public Hearing meeting. ,

2.Copy of attendance sheet of the' Public Hearing ( Total Pages 19 & 171 Persons)

3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the Public hearing proceedings.

4. Written petitions submitted by the Public.
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