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TAMILNADU POLLUTION C ONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING

'THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT T
'FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY M/s. S.A. RAMACHANDRAN ROUGH STONE e

AND GRAVEL QUARRY FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF 3.21.5 »
HECTARE LOCATED AT S.F. NOS. 220/1A, 220/1C & 223/2F, ICHIPATTI

VILLAGE, PALLADAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT, HELD ON 29.11. 2024 AT i
11:00 _AM__IN “Ms. SHRI SIVASAKTHI _MAHAL, SOMANUR ROAD 0

- KOMBAKKADUPUTHUR, _ICHIPATTI _ VILLAGE, PALLADAM _TALUK,
TIRUPPURDI#SI“RICT‘ R IR

Prolect Name I , S . :
The proposed p]‘OJCCt draﬁ of M/s S.A. Ramachandran Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry'»
'con31st1ng of S F. Nos. 220/ 1A, 220/ 1C & 223/2F Ieh1patt1 Village, Palladam Taluk, Tlruppur ‘

Dlstrlct at an extent of 3.21.5 Ha ‘

vPresent: ‘
1 | Thiru. K. Mohanasundaram - ; 'Revenue Divisional Ofﬁcer
G - - | Tiruppur g
2 | Dr.S. Sathiyan .~ | District Environmental Engineer -
' | Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board;
» T1ruppur South
3 | Er. S. Neelamegam T Assistant Environmental Engineer,
' B A ' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, "
| - B Tlruppur South - - ‘
4 , Er, R. Karthiga L | Assistant Englneer
e . S ' ‘Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board o
A _ o -Tlruppur South »
5 | Thiru. V. Kanagaraj L Block Development Officer
i | Palladam ~
Thiru. S.A. Ramachandran : Project Proponent.
7 | Thiru. M. Shaik Navash o EIA Consultant, ,
. Lo L - Geo Exploration and Mining Solution, Salem.
8 | Public B 203 Nos. (Annexure - I enclosed)




The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution_Control Board, Tiruppur

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
South started With the Thiruvalluvar Quotings "Agra Mdthala Elluthuellam Aadhibagavan
Muthatre Ulagu" and welcomed the Revenue DlVlSlOIlal Officer, Tiruppur who has taken the
lead in this publlc hearing meeting, the public who have come to register their opinions in the
public heanng meeting, social activists and other Government Officials and Government
PQlice Officers oh be‘half of Tiruppur District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution
' Control Board. | v |

According to Environment Impact and Assessment Netiﬁcation; 2006 in Ministry of |
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 8 types of irldustries require Environmenlal
VClearance Under this rule that certain 1ndustr1es are required to obtain Prior EnVIronmental
Clearance after conducting public hearing. In this connection, Tiruppur District, Palladam
Taluk, Ichipatti village M/s. S.A. Ramachandran Rough Stones and Gravel Quarry Company‘
is currently conducting a ﬁublic hearing based on its.applicat‘ion submitted for Envirorlmental

Clearance.

" A report was published in Tamll and English newspapers on 26.10.2024 regarding this
public hearing meeting. Regarding the project and Environmehtal Impaet Assesement (EIA)
report of the unit will be explained through Power Point Presentatiorl. The public, may then
submit written or oral comments. When registeriﬁg views and'comments please record your
name,-city, and the point you want to make in a brief and clear manner. Now, I request the

Revenue D1V1Slonal Officer, Tiruppur to pre51de over the public hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur
Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur thanked all those who attended the Pubhc‘

hearing meeting and requested to start the meeting.

M/s. S.A. Ramachandran Rough Stone and Gravel ‘Quarry Prejecf was explained by |
EIA consultant and he explained in detail about the Environmental Management Plan carried

out during its ope‘ration through a Power Point Presentation.

Acc()rdingly, the public expressed their following views and suggestions -
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PUBLIC VIEWS

1 Thiru. Mugllan, TamllNadu Farmers Protectlon Assoclatlon

1 am extendmg my greetrngs on behalf of Tamll Nadu Env1ronment Protect1on

Movement to the Revenue D1v151onal Ofﬁcer T1ruppur (Presiding Ofﬁcer), the District ot |

Env1ronmental Engmeer all other Government Ofﬁcrals press people pohce department‘f '
Ofﬁ01als proprretor of the quarry, soclal act1v1sts and the people who were brought by quarry »

management to this meetlng for the publrc hearmg to ‘Thiru. Ramachandran s Quarry located :

f in Palladam Taluk, Ichlpattl Vrllage at S F.Nos 220/ IA 220/ 1C 223 w1th an extent of 8 acres" ,.

o approx1mately

My name is Mugllan I am the Coordlnator of Tamll Nadu Envrronment Protectlon‘ ,'

Movement Chenmmalal near Erode is my hometown and currently re51d1ng at Karur. I have

already worked with Mr. Sagayam IAS for a year as part of 1nvest1gatron commlttee appomted e

by the Hon'ble Madras High Court and the Hon ble SuPreme Court with respect to the R1ver'f‘

~Sand quarr1es and was actrvely in the process of uncovermg those 1rregular1t1es in sand m1n1ng S
' Now I am going to talk about the status of this ex1st1ng quarry. Thlru Ramachandran

- Quarry is proposed to be estabhshed over an extent of 8 acres. The EIA consultant’ of thlS. 11 E

quarry stated that the estabhshment of thls quarry will lead to Air pollutlon water pollutlon : |

s01l pollutron ‘noise pollution, blodlver51ty pollutlon inand around the env1ronment along with

socro-economlc issues and the quarry management will control those pollutlon by prov1dmg- ST

proper pollutlon control measures But whether they can ensure that the quarry wrll operatlng

by ab1d1ng the norms and rules of the Government prescrlbed?

- This c quarry is not anew quarry, 1t is already under operatron Based on the order 1ssued 7‘ " i

by the Natronal Green Tribunal in 2018 for any renewal, pubhc hearlng need to be COIldUCth??- :

for this quarry, cons1der1ng all the quarrles within a radius of five hundred meters around it

and having a area of five hectares or above Now thls quarry is bemg subjected to conduct -
public hearmg due to its area extent of 12.5 acres. , ‘

- Before assessing the Env1ronmental lmpact to be caused by thls quarry ﬁrst we mustw :
‘look at whether that the quarry is located as per legally comphed‘7 The VAO who cleared the
TNPSC exam gave permlss1on to ‘this quarry on bas1s that there are no houses temples,
permanent Government building are located within a radius of 300 meters from thls quarry |
- They have earmarked the boundary from the center of the quarry site as per the form 86-A_
furnished. It is clearly mentioned in the Mmor M1neral Concession’ Rules regarding the " ‘
measurement that distance of the quarry should be measured from the outer radius, but the

measurement was taken ﬁom the center p01nt of the quarry If we do this same for an extent of i
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20-acre quarry, the quarry area will covers entire 300-meter radius. If we file a suit against
them with this evidence, they will lose their jobs in future. .
The VAO of the Guttapalayam Village, Kangeyam Taluk, Tiruppur Distrietlhas elr_eady
‘made such mistake, he has now given a statement to the Kangeyam Tahsildar that he had given
~the certificate mistakenly due to his ignorance and.reqUested not to take any action against him.
So, I request to all the Government Officials to act according to the law and I request the ’
Revenue Divisional Officer to clearly inform to every officer that the measurement shonld be-
taken from the outer radiue of the quarry. - ' |
The Minor Minerals Concession Rules 1959 Section 36 states that if there is any house -
located within a radius of 300 meters from the quarry, the perm1ssmn for quarrylng shall not
be granted. The detalls of houses should be clearly indicated on the village survey map. Apart |
-from that, it is clearly stated in the Minor Mineral Concession Rules that permission should
not be given to the querry if there is a heusing plot, houee, Government buildings which were.
approved by the Village Panchyat Council or by DTCP within a radius of 300 meters.
Fnrther, to check the siting criteria of the quarry, we analysed the Government's Village
| Survey Maps and website maps. But, we got shocked that this quarry’s S.F.Nos. 220/14, 1C
: and 223/2F are located adjacent and adjoined together. In the immediate eastern part of this
quan“‘y (i.e., in S.F.No.211) it has two houses. The distances of this two heuses are 270 metersv
and 295 inejter’s from the quarry respectively. Also, in the eastern part of the quarry (i.e., in
S.F.No. 210) there are two houses. These are l_oc.ated at a distance of 280 meters from the
) quarry. | ‘ | | _ ‘ | B
‘ ‘ These are the document which is not generated by Mugilan rather they ere approved by
the Government. Apart from that, they have clearly shown in the map the house was located at -
S.F. No 229 which is 200 meters away‘from south-west direction of the quarry. Further, there
isa heuse located at 200 meters from the boundary stone of the quarry as per the latitude and
longitude mentioned in the presentation which has presented by the EIA consultant of this
~ company. A house is located at S.F. No. 221 which is 100 meters away from on the eastern
side_of this quarry. Similarly, a house is located et S.F.No.224 which is 40 meters away from
the WeStem side of this quarry and as per the Village map, a house is located at S.F. no. 228 in
“the sonth-we,stern part of this quarry. Further, there is a house located at S.F. no. 230 which is
295 meters away from south-west side of this quarry. It clearly shows that there are nine houses
within seven S.F. numbers which nresents around this querry. Apart from this a town called
Rayar Nagar was located at SF. No0.229 in the south- west direction of this quarry. The people
belongs to this Villagealreedy known about this town even VAO also known about this Rayar
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Nagar In websrte map it elearly shows thls Rayar Nagar and Kanmmar temple are present 1n' =

o thls locat1on

| .300 meters We didn’t say about Rayar Nagar the presentatlon showed by the quarry member "
’ has revealed many houses were located near- thrs quarry In Page number 101 of the EIA‘
Engllsh report the Plot 1-B mentrons that houses are located w1th1n 300 meters from this
, ,.quarry All these houses and a town called Natham are shown in the Govemment documentsﬁ"f' s -
,‘ “ and also mentloned in the EIA Draft report Earher they have said these houses were bemg'
o present 1n past or already demohshed These detalls cannot be 1nterpreted because all the maps .

E Were drawn 50 years ago (From 1979 to 1985) So we may assume that the proprletor of thls',, i

quarry rnay bought thrs place earlier. : . ,
As per the dlrectlon of the Drstrlct Collector Erode the Assrstant Drrector Land'
Survey Department Erode has 1ssued an order on: dated 02 09. 2024 statrng that 1f the house

- recorded under UDR or it belongs 10 Natham or reglstered in land survey field map with the; - " b
' ‘condrtron of dllapldated or collapsed it should be recorded as orrgmally mentloned re51dent1al S

5 - plot at any cost it does not change for any other reasons Before grantmg pernussmn to the:_-

'v ,‘quarry, quarry dlstance measurement should be compared w1th village map, survey map and oo
b A-record for verrfy that the quarry area has approved house tenement stream and path. EVen"fi,

this order was not 1ssued many years before it was 1ssued about only 60 days before Snmlarly, ‘ Sl

when we enqun’ed the same doubt in Namakkal dlstr1ct they also gave me the same order on ,

ll 07.2024. k S g A
.The Revenue D1v151onal Ofﬁcer Namakkal Dlstrlct states that whether the house is

: there or it may d11ap1dated once the plot rs classrﬁed as residential, 1t should always be
e consrdered as a resrdentlal plot regardless of any estabhshment around 1t »
’ Therefore ‘with respect to thrs quarry, perm1ssron should not be glven because there aref et :
| SO many v1olat10ns of rules such as houses res1dent1al plots and temples belng located w1thm o

"the rad1us of 300 meters. Proceedlng orders have been issued by the Assrstant Dlrector o

Comm1ssmner of Mineral Resources to the quarry management that, there should not be

temporary or permanent quarters for the workers located within the radius of 300 eters from

the quarry. In their statement there is a temporary quarters for workers within 300 meters of '

_th1s quarry It’s not a problem that the house i is a concrete house or tin house because 1f there
o 1s an explosron occurs, the occupants w111 be harmed It is not just about being a recognrzed »

H home_. Even if it is a temporary residence, the rules should be followed. We are saying’ thls" '

Now the power pomt presentatlon revealed that there are many houses located w1th1n " o



because six pebple have been died in an explosion at Aadiyur in Virudhunagar district on May .
5“:1 of this year. | | |
Therefore, a temporary residence for workers was located within a radius of 3(00‘ méters,
50 permission cannot be given to this quarry. T_hirdly, we ‘have verified the online Websit«;
yesterday and it reveals that the house's were located at 287 meters in the south, 141 & 249 -
‘meters to the southwest, 190 & 249 meters to the east away from the quarry. Similarly, we
measured the distance from the outer radius of the quarry; the houses were located at 283
mieters in the north and 200 meters in the nort.h-w‘est aé per the latitude and longitude cf{tént of
the map given by the quarry management. Therefore, no legal permission should be given'to
this ciuarry.‘ , - - o a
_If there is a footpath or carriageway in any private property, a space of ten meters
should be allocated for it. A question that many people come up with what to do if the footpath, -
Carriage path, Stream are present in ?atta land? If it may be a patta land they should follow
these 10 meters distance? We have fetched the information through RTI‘ that the
“Commissioner, Land Survey Department, has issued Revenue G.O No.26 and the Section 15
of the G.O referred as a geological tracf, the stream and geological canal located on pattaland‘
that belongs to the Government. Further, if there is ehcroachment on those cénals,rroads the
Tahsildar has the poi;ver to cleér the éncroachfnent, and thissame statement has been given to
the Assistant Commissioner of Land Administration .Erode, through an order issued by the
‘ District Collector, Erode. If any stream or pathway is located on the patta land, then it belongs
to the Government and no-quarries shall be established in these circumstances as per the order ,
of Revenue Depaftment. We are in suspicious of whether this provision is covered under
section 15 of the Revenue G.O. But the answer is Yes. So, we checked the land document of -
'S.F.N0.220 where the quarry is located, and we found that a pathway is ‘passing through the
Surve}; Number starting from S.F.No 228 aﬁd passes through S.F.No. 229, 220 and 223. The
presence of this pathway is shown on the village map as well as page number 86-A in the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report. Hdwcver, the Land Survey Depaﬁment has
removed this pathway in their field map which was originally marked on the village map. The
'RDO must look aftef this mistake m‘ade‘in lénd survey by the Survey Department, because the
‘ pathway is crosses almost the seven sﬁrvey fields. But since this footpath goes through the
central part of the quarry, it is not possible to give permission to this quarry. They must obtéin ~
separate permit for the quarries. So, this Ramachahdran Quarry is not legitimately eligible tc")‘

-operate.



Srmllarly, 1f a stream ﬂows in the patta land thena gap of 50 meters dlstance should be" i B

o provrded for that stream The online field survey map clearly shows the ﬂow of stream 1n S F : L

no. 220 the Page no 84-A of EIA Draﬁ also 'shows the same. On the v111age map, the stream‘ .,
3 ﬂow through S. F No 227&220 are shown, But there is no 50 meters dlstance allocated for the L

stream and the stream was not recorded as per the G O Sect1on No. 15 of Revenue Department;‘

- Order Hence I WOuld like to 1nforrn you that perm1ss10n cannot be granted for thrs quarry o

because the stream flows inside this quarry : : i
Slmllarly, there is canal located 1n this quarry ] S F .No.221 and they are show1ng a‘ '

' canal passing through SF. No.221. Further PAP canal 1ntersects through S. F No 221. A gap‘;\v 5

. of 50 meters should be prov1ded for the stream or canal passmg 1n the patta land But in SF No

-223 does not have a 50-meter gap There 1s only a 20-meter gap. The next blggest thlng is we

i can see the channel is passing through SF No 220 But if you look at SF. No. 221 you cannot LN B

~ find the same channel but it contlnues through the next ﬁeld number. I don't know Why this -

" mlsapproprlatron is in these documents The PAP canal wh1ch missing at S.F. No 221 is the ke .

basrs water source for food productlon for the hvehhood of lakhs of people But the canal i is

_present there but not documented in the current Websrte ﬁeld map. Hence legal perrnlss10n'

3 cannot be granted to this quarry since they have not documented the PAP canal in SF.N0.221 f

. and there is only 20-meter gap allocated to the stream in S.F No 220 and 223
1 have already told you that there is a town called Rayar Nagar was located at 250 ~‘

,meters dlstance from this quarry. Further the EIA consultant pointed in the PPT that within. - S

500 meters there is a town named Kombakattuputhur and there is Natham land whrch is
belonged to the Scheduled Caste people located at SF. No 347 of Kombakattuputhur The:
"re51dences are not located over 500 meters it is located within 400, 350 300 meters from the_,“ |
‘quarry The Minor Mineral Concession Rule clearly stat1ng that ifany 1rr1gat10n systems llke, .
borewell, over head tank or water supply: arrangement belong to local bodies, state or central: -
Govemment departments and Tamil Nadu Drmklng Water and Drainage Board should not be -
located w1th1n 500 meters of the quarry If these are present there, then perrnlssron should not1 ,‘
be given for quarryrng The reason is, the borewell will be damaged due to the blastlng carrred ) |
~out by the quarry The water tank will collapsed The overhead tanks and borewells are located '
. w1th1n 200 250 300 350 and 400 meters from the quarry We can observed many vrolat1ons-’ :
so the permlssron should not be granted to thrs quarry. ’
" F orty-ﬁve types of document have to be produced by the quarry management to obtam'
necessary Environmental Clearance. In this regard I request the District Administration and

District Environmental Engrneer shall commumcate to your Head office. Last week, I
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,produced a document to the District Collector, Madurai and spoke with the Minister with
respect to tender auction for ‘tungsten mrnlng on 5000 acres near and accorded to Aritapattl.
Village of Madurai, the Vedanta Management He shocked and asked me is this really
happemng Mugilan? We don’t know about this. And i have submitted the related document to -
them. After that now all are discuSsingabout this issue. What the document says, there are
fifteen Government Departments of Tamil Nadu like Forest Department Archaeology
Department Revenue Department and Mlnerals Department must submit to get permission for
every mining project. This is not only applicable to the 5000 acres tungsten quarry prOJect on_
‘Madurai district, it is mandate for all mining projects. ‘
But if we check the documents produced by this quarry, only VAQO’s certlﬁcate is
available and only fifteen types of documents are- available. No other documents were
| produced I don’t know what the intention hidrng behind this. Earlier, there was no display of
EIA Draft in website in the last Government regime only after DMK came to power the draft
"EIAis dlsplaylng in the websne. This happened because of my continuous request for past ten
“year. The Chief Minister of TamilNadu claimed myefforts as, “Mugilan protested against sand
robbery, He led the Kudankulam protest in Ti'runelveli and also protested against the Sterlite”"
and asked the people to Vote for him to solve this problem. We informed them that EIA report
is 'being‘uploaded online only in English and based on continuous requests made by us they
-are uploading full ‘reports in Tamil.too but the document is incomplete in nature. These
documents were submitted to the SETAA-TN and Assistant Director of Mineral.Res‘ources.
Hence, uploading the same document on the website is not a big deal. Even if the document is
450 or 500 pages there is no issues to upload it in PDF format, but they refuse to do it.
Therefore, the complete documents must be uploaded
-In the past, before 2018, there was very less problems relates to stone quarry. The.

reason was the mined stones were in demanded only for building basement and for the

construction of the road. But after that, the M-Sand Units had come after stopping the sand '

mining in the sand quarries due to our protest against the sand robbery all over Tamil Nadu.
-After come M-sand units, the stone quarries were not followed the rules like, a quarry should
operate only from 7AM in the morning to 5PM in the evening, only by Nanal blast and the
 blasting should be carried out between 1 PM to 2 PM in the afternoon and also DCarried out in.
twenty-eight second gap between one blast and to the next without making any noise pollution.
Not onlythat, the EIA consultant himself said that they will sprinkle the water, put the wet
sacks,~-and only tyres on the blasting area. I am asking, that this was happened anywhere

before? Is here anyone can tell me that this is happening in any quarry and if so we welcome '



‘itand publ1sh in wall poster, But no one 1s domg so Hence I remmd everyone to act accordmg o

©to the law But if the above rules are not appl1cable to M-Sand Units, then what else can do‘7 8

The current Ch1ef M1nlster of Tamll Nadu and Former Oppos1t10n Leader has made a L o

wrrte up on Facebook based on my recommendatlons on November 22nd, 2017 He asked s

' why is the Government is refusmg to allow the sale of sand 1mported from abroad to prevent" E

: the loss of natural resources 1n Tam1l Nadu" And he wrote that there is no answer to the g :

. questlon, from the Government”. When the sand quarry was stopped then the Governmentf,, e

asked my op1n1on and issued G. Os of 242/2017 56/2018 220/2020 and 63/2021 In the last .
, regime, they 1ssued four G.O. S and announced that they would import five lakh metrlc tons of “ -
| natural river sand from forelgn countrres but they did not 1mplement 1t When I asked the o

- reason, they rephed that due to the corona pandemlc they did not nnplement 1t

A very b1g earthquake occurred in our dlstrlct on 26.08. 2024 Bulldmgs v1brated in

,Rak1yapalayam Vlllage near by the DIStI’lCt Collector s office. We captured a v1deo of i 1t and

submltted to the District Collector. They said there i is no ev1dence to prove that. I also saldi Lo =

there is no ev1dence but where is the bu11d1ng v1brat1ng in the video? There was an earthquake -

~ from Tlruppur to Aravakurlchl the magnltude of whlch was more than three on Rlchter scale‘ - -

- coneealed the documents in thls case. We are 1n such danger Already, exploswes were 1llegally el

i ~’detonated in the V1Jayalakshm1 Quarry located at Kodang1palayam v1llage whrch affected up e
to Sulur alrport : : R S

G The natural resources like’ r1ver have been dr1ed up and River sands were. exp101ted

. Therefore artificial sand can be 1mported from countrles hke Malaysia and Indone51a for 1000 <

rupees since;, the local value of the river sand is about 4000 to 6000 rupees and countless"
' compames are ready to import natural r1ver sand for rupees thousand per. ton Further I want:'

to mention that the ‘Adani port has sent a summon to Karnataka Government for not paymg a

| :rent to the storage of nnported natural rlver sand So, there i 1s lot of alternate ways for sand SR e

demand Th1s quarry is not the solut1on It is our duty to hve in harmony w1th nature So let' .
~ protect thls land and people. Please take final conclus1ons agamst all the ex1st1ng stone quarrles
in this area. All the quarrles are breakmg the rules The rest will be dlscussed by the next
'speakers ' ‘ , s k 7
Therefore, in respect to this quarry, since there are many recognized house's,tenements, T
temples and urban areas are located within 300 meters from this quarry and there is no gap of :
| 50 meters between the stream. The quarry and the stream is ﬂowmg itself w1th1n th1s quarry, |
-there is only 20 meters gap between the PAP Canal and not 50 meters gap as per the rules as

shown on the_websrte. Further, there are mnumerable houses and temporary residences, water
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‘sources and bore wells are located within a radius of 500 meters. Hence the authorrtles should

not grant perm1ssron to this quarry and the Government Officials present here have no power
to grant permission for thrs quarry and it can be granted only by autonomous body called State
Env1ronmental Impact Assessment Authorlty-TN(SEIAA TN) which is functions hke Electlon

Commlssmn

- We had a struggle with this State Env1ronmental Impact Assessment Authorrty-TN
since last three years. The entire SEIAA Officials commission discussed with me on 19" of |
last month and they said that we have not referred any public hearing meeting minutes so far

and we asked them to provide this information under the Right to Information Act. All SEIAA

- Officials have done a crime including officers like IFS, IAS in this regard. Because of your

crime, Tamil Nadu has become overheated. Because of your crime, Tamil Nadu has become.

flooded. We are informing that the monsoon pattern has changed because of these crimes. ‘They

said that we will investigate the issues.

- Mr. Narayana Perumal, the Secretary’ of Stone Quarry Owners Association, said that
the permission is given for us for the bribe amount varies from one and half to five lakhs per
acre.'We also gave that video evidence of his speech, We also lodged a complaint to the Chief :
MinisterCompliant Cell. If the Ofﬁcials who are getting salaries from people's tax money

commit mistakes, cheats and act foolishly, they will be thrown out from their job. Let us expose

- your crime. At least work conscientiously from now on. If not, leave your job. We said that

there are lakhs of youth in TamilNadu waiting to get this job. Therefore, I am warning the
Officials of the State Environmental Assessment Authority who are looking after this, if you

are not honest in this, Jam saymg that all of you w1ll go to jail. Finally, thanking you for giving

‘me this opportunlty

2 Thlru S.G. Aakash Arumugam, SRA and Company.

My name is Aakash Arumugam. I have executed a rarlway contract work through my

‘company SRA and Company. Our company is doing works in the areas of Madhukaral,"

Pollachi, and Uthnkuli and doing business of selling stones. We all depend on these quarries.

~ About 150 to 200 people are working in our company. Our industry will be grown by granting ’

perm,issio.n to this quarry. Therefore, request the authorities to 'grant permission for this quarryi |

and it will be supporting for us as we are doing a lot of work with Railways and Central

“Government.
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3. Thll'll S. K. Thangaraj, Sengathural ,“ , i
Greetlngs to all the attendees of thlS Publlc Hearmg Jomtly orgamzed by T1ruppur’ N

Dlstrlct Admrmstratron and Pollutron Control Board T1rupur South. I am K Thangaraj, e i

“Socral Act1v1st I am re51d1ng at Chengathural Kadambadl Vlllage Sulur Panchayat Umon -

o Cormbatore Drstrlct The demand of Blue Metal Jelly and M—sand for road constructlon worksé: :z ek

carrled out under Ch1ef Mlmster s Rehef Fund and for var1ous pro_]ects the materral supphed: .

. by the quarrles located 1nKodang1palayam v1llage and this panchayat has savmgs amount of

4 crores to 5 crores. This made th1s vrllage as a role model for all other vrllages in T1ruppur o w

. Drstrrct by prov1ded road facrhty, sewerage facrhty drrnkmg water facﬂlty and electrrcltyf BN

. sector

‘ Srmllarly, lf there is one quarry located at Ichlpattl Panchayat and that wrll increase the ST e

revenue of the panchayat about ﬁfty lakhs per year. The Vrllage Panchyat status will bel.[ o

| '~1mproved by thrs revenue The Drstrrct Collector has vrslted kodanglpalayam panchayat for¢

,three trmes and took th1s panchayat as example for its standard. Maln reason for thrs', : ’

.development is only quarry is located here Only the tax amount of 200 300 Rupees whrch'fp'
' parded by people cannot develop thls panchayat The vrllage panchayats cannot be developed
properly with the tax payed by people levred on property like godowns houses, etc Becausc_
.‘ these taxes could not generate sufﬁcrent revenue for the development Hence the ,

‘ estabhshment of quarrres wrll mcrease the revenue of the panchayat from ﬁfty lakhs to 51xty' |

: ,-'_lakhs per year

‘ The Blue Metal jelly and M—sand were transported from Kodanglpalayam to RS Puram ‘ ‘, j
Ramanathapuram Goundampalayam in Cormbatore District and sold for six thousand rupees“
~per un1t Due to the transportatlon charges cost for M—Sand and Jelly i is very h1gh Thrs cost :
~1nﬂat10n leads to middle-class people was not able to construct their dream house at a cost of |

~ 10-15 lakhs Budget | o : | o
E From the supphers we get the M-sand for an amount of Rs.3500 per unlt to Kadambadl B,

i Panchayat Because of the minimal transportatlon charges from Kodanglpalayam Panchyat to S L

) Kadambad1 Panchayat Even the road constructron cost is. around 2 Crore 47 Lakhs at
Goundampalayam Cormbatore But the same constructlon work can be carrred out in a cost of o
"2 Crore at Kadambad1 Panchayat. The reason is that the transport cost of 47 lakhs is saved.
"They fought agarnst sand quarries and stopped it at Mayanur Karur District. Now the costof
the sand i is 1ncreased to 4500 rupees at Karur and we get it for 14000 at Sulur. The reason is .
the cost of transportat1on If the quarries are located near to our villages, the panchayat will get _

more. income. It will also benefit to the public. I am giving these statements of my own
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conscious not forced by anyone. Hence, we welcome this quarry and it will fulfil the dream

house of middle class people.

'4 Thrru S.P Gokula Prasad Ichipatti ‘ :

I am Gokula Prasad and I am running my own construction company named Sevvel
A55001ates We are gettmg the raw materlals for our company from Mr. Ramachandran and
our company livelihood is dependrng on hrs quarry. So, 1 request that the quarry should '

contmue to operate

S. Thiru. K. Sathlsh Tiruppur ‘ .
1 am an Environmentalist, -and I extend my greetmgs to all. T respect your culture y
cuisine and customs. | agree with your points which are quite reasonable and understand the
“grievances of the villagers and support them. I request and recommend the top Govemment
Officials to 1mmed1ately allocate additional funds and adopt this Vlllage for sustamable
development. We all admire the nature and to sustaln that, we must plant saplings and allow it
to grow trees thus it will create dense forests. we should protect medicinal plants ‘We can take
assistance of District Forest Officers for this green programs Resplratory problems and lung
' problems are prevented by this progressive greenery measures. ' ' :
~But I kindly request not to plant conocorpus tree under any circumstances. The
Government has banned this tree as it is harmful to humans. Similarly, the pvolythene bags
should be banned under any circumstances. Construct rainwater harvesting tanks. This‘ area is
-a rainwater catchment for about three _crore litres of rainwater. I request to use it properly and.
construct rainwater storage tanks at home to use rainwater. The quarry management also
construct rainwater storage tanks atmany other places to save the rainwater without‘wasting
veven a drop of water. Also, in villages and cities rainwater should be prevented from being
~wasted through run off to sewerage canals and it should be diverted to rainwater storage tanks
to increaSe the level of groundwater. vBy taking these measures, there will be no problem of
rainwater scarcity. Government support is also very 1mportant for this approach. The
Government should help them 1mmed1ately Also, this approach will be a guide for future
generations and an inspiration for new entrepreneurs '
I request the quarry management to prov1de employment to the below poverty line
villagers based on skill rather than the caste and request the Govemment to formulate ]Ob-
-oriented schemes self-employment . schemes for women, to conduct health awareness

seminars. It will improve the standard of the villagers. This approach costs you nothing. Also, ‘.
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the quarry management can get help from Vlllagers to 1mprove thelr busmess Tl’llS approach" e

' wrll nake you popular among people. Estabhshlng credlblhty in yourself w111 go a long way .

e towards sustamable growth in your busmess “You will remain as a d1v1ne god 1n peoples e | E
' m1nds Also the CSR (Corporate Social Responsrbrlrty) funds and District Mmeral Fund Funds,‘ I

'should be allocated only to the people belong to this Vlllage Also the development schemes— o

L should carry only in this v111age through CSR Do not transfer these funds to other areas under v |

: any crrcumstances It should be used only for quallty education and medrcal fac111t1es of the‘

vrllagers The problems of the v111agers should be solved rmmedrately

Finally, requested the ngher Government Officials to grant them Envrronmental o

Clearance Thank you.

6. Thll'll Vmayaka Palamswaml, Samalapuram

I extend my greetings as the President of Samalapuram Panchyat to all the attendees of : o

| this pubhc hearlng conducted by Tam11 Nadu Pollutlon Control Board Tlruppur South

: We have seen that some people comments that there are some shortcomlngs about the quarry 5 L

j-estabhshment L1kew1se some people says the establlshment of quarry W1ll supply'ﬂ

_constructlon materlals lrke M-sand and Blue Metal Jelly to our vrllage At the same t1me, the: 1 B , ; ;

.D1strrct Collector has allocated approx1mately one and a half crore as mmeral fund for ourf ‘
: panchayat due to establrshment of a quarry Hence we could grant the Clearance for the

' quarr1es 1f they commrtted to ablde legal norms of the Govemment Thank you

_ 7 Thlru A Suresh Kumar, Karukampalayam

My name 1s Suresh Kumar from Karukampalayam My house is located near S A S

Ramachandran s Quarry. My house is about 5 00 meters away and the operatron of thls quarry :

~ will not affect our house. Even if any problem arlses they address the problem 1mmed1ately o

They sprmkle the water on roads to aV01d dust deposmon on our roads Wlthout the- rough :
| stone quarries, mfrastructure and bulldrngs cannot be constructed Due to the quarries many"
buildings.are bemg constructed in th1s area. ThlS means that if we are in C01mbatore the prlce

and rent w1ll be h1gher due to transportatron charges Hence we welcome this Quarry prOJect o

' 8. Thiru P. Duraisamy, Devarayanpalayam " » , ) o
1 am Durarsamy from Devarayampalayam and extend my greetrngs to all the attendees '
of this pubhc hearmg and I am very happy to be the part of this ausprcrous meetrng conducted
by Tamll Nadu Pollutlon Control Board Nature has given the water, air, sorl and sky for human .

satlsfy the1r basrc human needs Slmrlarly, Wwe can consume these mmeral resources as much '
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as people need. For example, our village has 6000 acres of land. If you look at the mineral

wealth, it is found more than 500 aeres.‘HoweVer, it is nor possible to extract it fully, if we do .

se, the livelihood of the people in this area wili bbe better and the quarrymanagem‘ent will be.‘
benefited. After agriculture, power loom indus‘try is the most productive in this are‘a. and today

2 the industry is in sick. Just like there is power loom next to agriculture and the quarries'are the -
next l‘ivelihoed,eband all the raw materials needed for build houses are extracted frorn r()ugh'
stone quarry. So, 1 request’ the Golvernmenti and Environmental department authorities to
understand this and snpport them in all ways to increase their productien without any hindrance |
to their operations. Also, it is the dream of all the people to build their own house in ‘their
Vlllage and the new generation will show up their status by build their houses. The Government -
should fulfil their dreams.- »

“All laws can be amended by understanding human needs and Laws are meant for
human needs and there are no human beings for. law. Therefore, in the COming days, the price
of rough stones will be hiked equal to gold. Hence, we must pave a way, so that the raw
materials can reach all the people in a simple way without imposing such a ban on the quérries

“then only the public can benefit. As said by the president of eengathurei village, due to. quarry
establishment the villages will grow, and panchayats will also get good income. vOnly if the
panchayat gets better income, all tne basic‘vfacilities of that panchayar like road, water,
electricity can be facilitated. Similarly, the 'quarrieé in our Ichipatti village now have many
~modern technologles We can use the mineral resources that obtained from our village as per

our need Flnally, I say thanks to everyone for glvmg me this opportunity.

9. Thiru. V. Gandhimathinathan, Sulur :
My name is V. Gandhimathinathan, I am the former president of C_oimbétore Bnil‘ders .

“and Contractors Association. I extend my greetings to all the attendees of this public hearing.
The construction sector is the main backbone of the economy and the only sector where most
~unassociated workers are employed. What we need mainly for this construction industry is
gravel M-Sand and other materials Whlch are extracted from Quarry. Due to many rlsks and- .
"old laws the production has decreased by more than half which led to shortage of raw
materlals. We are not able to provide the jobs for the workers in our sector and their livelihood

- is heavily affected because they don’t know any other work and they are uneducated. We have
not been able to complete the contracts, because the cost of construction materials has tripled,
quadrupled and we could not be able to take Government tender either. The construction

“workers are uneducated so they can't go to any other jobs other than this. Therefore, we ask
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: the Government Ofﬁ01als to recommend the Government to s1mp11fy the laws so that th1s "

: 1ndustry can. grow This nation can be built only if roads and brrdges are bullt F mally, once e

R qagam I request the Government Ofﬁc1als to support thls busmess and save thls busmess Thank -

~you.

S 10 Thlru Sathlsh Kumar, TamllNadu Farmers Protectlon Assocratlon

To establlsh lnfrastructure for the development ofa country, we need Blue Metal Jelly

‘and M Sand We must abide the legal norms ahgned with the developmental process The' L -

; ’problems wrll arise when the rules are v1olated There are many ways to prevent it by 1mpos1ng s : S

' ﬁnes and taklng legal actlon The Publlc Hearlng is conducted here to address these problems 3
and to know about the Envrronmental Impact Assessment Process ' SR

We are exposrng the real face of the quarrles through Tamil Nadu Farmers Protectlon ‘b ‘,

Assoc1at10n and publlshmg reports about what is happenmg in these quarrres throughout Tam11 i i

Y‘Nadu and mandatmg them to act within the law It contmues to 2018-2019 from 2015 ThlS"'v -

pubhc hearmg meetmg is one among them. The opinion what ‘we have to say in th1s meetmg

s that we the Tam1lNadu Farmers Protectron Assomatron will pubhsh the reports about what :

o really happemng in these quarrles and address them to act within laws.

k Does this quarry estabhsh as per Government norms‘7 The answer 1s No As before the o

Vmayaga Palamsamy said Perm1551on can be glven if the rules are followed yes we are saying

_‘ the same Penmss1on can be grven if the rules are followed and permrss1on should not be g1venv i T

| _ if the rules are v1olated The Minor Mrneral Concessron Rule stating no res1dent1al area should ,.

~ be located in 300 meter radius, it should be followed Because the impact is creatmg a problem'

for everyone who llves nearby will be affected. As earher said by Mugilan, there are residences
,located w1th1n 300 radiuses. If they are not followed the gurdelmes it is a v101at10n 50 the:
permission cannot be given to this quarry o _ .
Next, if they are grant a perm1ssron to mine a depth of 45 meters, We noted the wells -
o here are only upto the depth of 20- 30 meters, 1f the quarrres are allowed to mme ‘below the
| .depth of twenty or thrrty meters there will be no water 1n our wells. All the ramwater will
flows into the quarry. We are constantly 1nsrst1ng that on such a s1tuatlon that agrrculture will ‘
heavily ; affected J LT , ‘
- Kodangipalayam and Ichipatti areas have already become an arid region due to
excessive amount stone of quarrying. It looks l1ke a desert. We have already filed more than
200 complamts about this. Fi irst, all the quarries need to be surveyed and measured by a drone.

’ Legal action should be taken if they are mmed more than the permrtted level by using most
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‘powerful explosives No one will be affécted if they follow the rules. You are stating that the

blastrng is carried out only by the method of Nanal blast, but it does not happen in the reality.

No one can. 11ve in the nerghbourrng houses of the quarry This leads a situation that people

will protest agalnst the quarries in various places. They get perrmssmn for 20 meters but mlned

‘, for 100 meters. If we ask them to follow step mining (Bench mrmng), they don’t do in that ‘

way. You can visit any quarry and explore, the result is same. The Revenue Divisional Officer B

is also here. There are hundreds of petitions that we have already given to him. We call this .

area as Coimbatore plate. It is already becoming an'earthquake zone. The central Government

has already declared this zone as Three Richter magnitude earthquake zones.

_If you are doing the same we all will be affected by the earthquake. If you extract
minerals in sustainable manner, it Will be good for everyone here. If you extract too much, no
one can live here. Do we use the stone that can be extracted from all these quarries for our

town? No. They say our town, our town, our town. The stones are carried from all these

_quarries to the neighbouring state. Why are you 'giying too much to the neighbouring state?

"How many struggles we are facing to a get single drop of water from the neighbouring state.

They said that they will not grve a s1ng1e drop of water even we are protesting at border.

Stones and soil are being transported to Kerala from border region of Tamil Naduon - -

large scale. Can we get a drop of water from them? They are laid down the rules for banning

the quarry ac'tivities. But we just keep giving on. Same Officials will says after a time you

should buy stone and soil from Government at subsidized prices. We are just telling you not to

get into such a situation. After 20, 30 years where we can get stones and soils for our need.

One of my brothers said, there are five thousand, six thousand acres of land available

in this zone and in that there is 500 acres of minerals resource found at Ichipatti, I don't know

how correct the data is. Even if he is right, as per his statement if we quarried about five

hundred acres of stone here, anyone stay here? If we extract that stone and sell it, ten or twenty ‘

years later, who will give us the stone and soil to build houses or other thmgs to us.

Mugilan had already sa1d that we can 1mport foreign sand here and use it. They spoke '
with the construction industry. Why can you go to the Government and ask for such demands?
No one can ask such needs. If it is a permanent, stable solution, then it can be established and

everyone can be live i in a better way with our nature harmony. On that basis many houses are

Jocated within 300 meter of this quarry, there is a footpath inside this quarry, there is a village

called Natham nearby this quarry, the overhead water tank and all other Government buildings

are located within 500 meters of th1s quarry. All these are violating the rules. Can I implement

anythlng against the rules? They draw a map of what is within 500 meters and the details shown ‘
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in the plan and prOJect itas an onlme map There are so many v1olatlons init, the ground water_

' level is already reduced here. They have explo1ted both the upper-level water and lower-level; ‘ o

water. In thls 51tuat10n no one can hve we should not grant permission to such stone quarrles g
Quarnes should be-carried out only 1f they are w1th1n the legal prov1srons so that there are no o |
,v problems to the farmers ground Water or wells here § ' S
As there are already too many quarrles 1n these areas all of them should be examrned;‘
i ‘and action should be taken toi 1mpose penalty for the vrolatlons ‘We have glven many petltlonsj =

_tonot allow new quarrles in this area and I request you to act on 1t

‘11. Thll'll K. Pannerselvam, Devarayanpalayam e _
1 am Panneerselvam and worklng as a Government contractor. I am carrymg out thei

contract for road sewerage and canal works in all the nearby panchayats The essentlal

P i requlrement 1s gravel which is easrly avallable to us because of quames are runnmg here and' i

Cwe can complete the work on time. Therefore, it 1s our humble request that th1s quarry should'r

~be allowed to contlnue to operate and prov1de beneﬁts for all

12. Thlru Rajagopal Ichlpattl | : . '
~ 1 would like to express my gratltude to all those who gave me a good opportumty to'v ‘

glve a short speeoh at the pubhc hearing Jomtly organrzed by Tiruppur District Admmlstratlon :

| Pollutron Control Board T1rupur South, My name is Rajagopal, and my native is Kudankulam o

' Vlllage Trrunelveh Drstrlct Now I am in Kombakkadu ‘Rayan Nagar Now 1 have been

| workmg in Ramachandran sn ] company for the past three years. My famlly and hundreds of |

famlhes who work under me depend on th1s quarry for their livelihood. If we look at' the»" ,

development of a country the constructron mdustry plays a major role Now the constructron' o | . "

industries are reachrng great helghts The raw materials required for 1t are avallable from the‘ :
quarry itself. ' ‘

In the absence of quartying, the constructlon 1ndustry is at a complete standstill. It is a
good opportumty for the Government to create and permit varrous new quarrles to allow our,_ ‘
L 'constructlon 1ndustry to run smoothly and efﬁcrently and to allow the common person to bu1ld‘ :
- even small houses in rural areas. L1kew1se a certaln portron of the royalty amount we pay to |
-our dlstrlct local bodies which goes to the people That ‘way even the small needs of that
panchayat can be properly satisfied. ‘

‘Standard of living and basic facilities of the people can be improved. We don't alwaysv |
want to be down trodden._ We would have lived in a thatched house, a mud house, and we

o
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would think that we could build a small tiled house or concrete house to improve: our: quality -

of'life. This quarrym g becomes essential to realize our dream house by providing raw materials

in nearby. So, ﬁnally I thank everyone for glvmg a perm1551on to make this short speech,

- praying that the Government will be kmd enough to allow this quarry run well and support the ,

hvelrhood of many families like us.

13 Thll‘ll Sakthi Ganesan, Sulur

My name is Shakti Ganesan Iam workmg in S. S Hollow Blocks and Traders Itisa

stone manufacturmg and construction work company I have employed 100 people d1rectly'

and 1nd1rect1y All the raw materrals are bemg buying it from Ramachandran sir for the last 10

years as per my need. Our work is gomg on without any problem because they are supplymg

the material at the tlme as they told us. So, I request you to give perrmssron to Ramachandran

‘Quarry

14T hlru M. Udayakumar, Coimbatore - , ,
My humble greetings to the officers and public. Myself Udayakumar, I am a local

contractor. We are building a bridge nearby and a concrete company is also running there. F or. |

all these, the stones were extracted from the quarrles and supply to us from the past. We are -

welcome the proposal of this quarry lease as it will help us to provrde employment to our |

people. We humbly request you to grant the perm1ss1on for this quarry as soon as possible. .

thank you

15. Thiru. K.S. Thirunanasambandh_am, Samalapuram

" Iextend my greetings toall attendees of this public hearing. Some people like us'having'

a moral dilemma towards the quarry project. In terms of evOlution, everyone needs stone and
soil. There is no alternative opinion in it. At the same time, we all know that all the laws enacted

in our country are based on Constltutron of India. In such a situation, our request is that

everything should be run according to the laws of the Government. The rule of law should be

followed in all aspects including environment. All the measurements of this quarry given here

is already been mentioned by Mugllan I agree with all his views according to the law and

according to his con51deratron, if the Govemment Ofﬁclal’s act in a wrong manner i.e., agamst_ '

the rules of the Government, the action should be taken against them according to the law.

~ There is no alternative opinion. I request you to give the permission to the quarry if they act as

per Government norms or else it will be-a worst case for all. Thank you.
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Revenue DlVlSlOIlal Ofﬁcer, Tiruppur |
Greetmgs to the pubhc who has reglstered the1r views so far. The hearing was recorded
-as live. Totally 19 number of pet1tlons have been' submttted all will be reglstered and sent to

- the State Env1ronmental Impact Assessment Authorlty(SEIAA) for decision.

Dlstrlct Envnronmental Engmeer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Tlruppur South '

The comments recelved by the pubhc through video and written statements Wlll be sent? e

to the State Env1ronmental Impact Assessment Authorlty(SEIAA)

' Apart the above totally 15 wr1tten statements were recelved from the pubhc regardmg ‘

this pubhc hearlng meetmg are enclosed herew1th

The proceedmgs of the meetmg recorded in CD and the representatlon recelved in the

, 'meetmg is enclosed herewith.

Motf |

7(’9'9"1 G o :
Dlstrlct Envnronmental Engmeer " Revenue jenal Officer -~
TNPC Board, Tiruppur South ER N R TlrupP“r | |
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