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il Minutes of Public Hearing held on 05.01.2023 at 11:00 AM held in Chandirattiar

| Mahal, 7/153, Ambai Road. Kalathimadam, Koothapanjan Village Alangulam Taluk,

Tenkasi _ District with respect fo the project of M/s. K. Rajkumar Rough Stone,

Jelly & %arvel Quarry, S.F.No. 469/1B to 469/6B & 476/1 to 476/4, A.P. Nadanoor

Village, Alangulam Taluk, Tenkasi District

Details of participants in this meeting:

1. Mrs. V. Gangadevi - Revenue ' Divisional Officer,
Tenkasi, Tenkasi District.

2. Mrs.C.Suyambu Thangarani - District Environmental Engineer
: Tirunelveli
3. Public and Government officials - Details are attached(Annexure-1)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirunelveli
| welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer who came to preside over Public hearing and
| allthe people and government officials who were present in the meeting. Then, Tenkasi
Revenue Divisional Officer invited the public to give their name and comments one by
one after hearing explanation about project by Project Consultant.

Following this, Mr. P. Thangarajan, Project Consultant for the proposed
M/s. K. Rajkumar Rough Stone, Jelly & Gravel Quarry explained the project details to
thel public through Power Point Presentation.

After that, the public began to express their views which are as follows:-

1.Mr. E Balamurugan, Theertharapuram village:-

He said that, | strongly oppose this Public hearing. Not only. me but friends from
my home vill;ge have come. At Q_uarry we deal with many issues on a daily basis. It
was reported that two or three quarries are already operating here. Everyone says
village, village. There is no question in saying Anandhaperumal Nadanur a village. But
every village has a boundary. But the boundary of that village may also be in the next
village. The name of the Madathur panchayaft is not included anywhere. Although
Anainthaperumal Nadanur is a village , this quarry is located almost within the bodndary
of Madathur Panchayat. There are two quarries there. One is in the name of
M/s.N.Mohamed Mahaboob Rough Stone Jelly and Gravel Quarry and_ aléo in the name
of Rajkumar’s brother M!s.K.Sasikumar RoughStone Jelly and Gravel Quarry. There is
no problem if they take mineral resources legally. We have several petitions in this

regard to Chief Minister's special cell and National Green Tribunal. But no Action has
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been taken. National Green Tribunal, District Collector has not taken any action on
these petitions. Officials should come and do field inspection. Until then this project

should be put on hold.

This quarry is very close to Theertharapuram village. The report did not
mention the Government Primary Hea'lth Centre in Papankulam. But the primary health
centre in Idaikal has been added. It is said that the report had been prepared with
staying for three months. There is a primary school in Theertharapuram. It is very sad

that there is no information about the school.

There is only one road in Theertharapuram. It is that main road that we take to
meet the needs, education and medical emergencies. We use it for e\'}erything. .The
ambulance must not stop even at the signal. Even if the Chief Minister and Prime
Minister come, the ambulance can go without stopping. But because of this quarry if an
ambulance arrives on this road it has to wait for an hour if they blasting. It is for anyone.
Even if there is a problem with the owners or workers in the stone quarry, even if the
ambulance comes so soon, nothing can be done if the quarry is blasting. They say the
governmént rule is 300 feet, 300 meters. They adhere to this only. They informed that
they are drilling as per government rules. | have evidence of drilling with a 2 1/2 inch

drill. We have given it in the separate petition to the National Green Tribunal and the

Chief Minister's special cell. In the previous regime, we had thought of doing a protest. |

We were unable to protest because of the Corona. So We have given petitions to
petitions processing portal. We have the documents for that. We also have the
acknowledgment slip for that. We are not coming to say that permission should not be
given to this quarry. Speaking about this project, the expert said that this project is an
ambitious project. It just seems like ambitious. There is no doubt. your officials come to
our Theerthara_puram villége. We will provide all the facilities. You should stay in a
house unbeknownst to the quarry owneré and inspect the quarry for the time of
explosives, because there is not just one quarry here, thére are many quam::i.es in the

surrounding area. We are no enemies with the quarry owners. We are here for our

[ive!ihood.
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| am a software engineer now working from home. | have been in Chennai for
the last two and half years. One day when | was working from home, | got to know the
details of the explosives. The house shook terribly. | got scared. There is evidence for
that. Man‘g_ houses have craéks_ inside. There is evidence that the roof has damaged
due to these blasting. Therefore, you should come to dur village to inspect and then

continue. Please accept our request.

Also, we are facing a lot of problems with quarries. Houses are affected. They

will detonate it exactly at 5.00 pm. At this time, if you stand on the terracé of the house

| and come down, your hair will be dusty. If you ask them to sprinkle water, they will ask

| what is sprinkler. They don't even use it properly.

Roads are being constructed nearby. People fainted due to the dust and they
did not take care of it properly even after the report went to the District Collector. We are
happy by the information given here. But there is no hope that they will not formally

implement it. So we strongly oppose this project. | request the Revenue Divisional

i Officer and District Environmental Engineer to definitely give hope to the livelihood of

the people of our Village. There are many wélls on the side. If the stone is broken and
the f_quarry continues to go deep, there will not be a single drop of water in the well. If we
have money in our hand, we can make Quarry tomorrow itself. Farmers next door have
5, 6 acres of land for 10 years, 15 years, 20 years with lemon plantation. A 10 x 10 wide

40 feet deep well is kept. Quarry owners have the power .to dig 100 feet in a single day.

1 There is also iechnology for it. So he requested to consider this also.

2. Mr. Thamaraikannan, Kadayam, Civil Engineer:-

He said that he is doing construction work all over the neighbourhood in
Kadayam and he had 20 masons and 40 workers working under him. We are doing
construction work at the price of Rs 1000 to Rs 1200 per square feet. But now due to
non-availability of sufficient quantity of stones and sands, the cost of all the raw
materials required for construction work is high and Stone, sand etc. are not available in
su.fficient quantity today. M.Sand price is high. Because of the shortage of raw materials
and rising prices, the construction cost is currently up to Rs 1800 per square feet. The

housing dream of the middle class could not be realised due to rising prices. Due to



some problems that happened a few days ago, due to the problem in the quarries in

Tirunelveli district, Tenkasi district, the price of goods has also increased within Tenkasi

district. Due to scarcity of raw materials, insufficient availability of stones, stones and
sands are not available. There are more than 60 people directly dependent on this
industry and many more indirectly. Due to non-availability of sufficient quantity of sand

and stones, the livelihood of all is affected.

He also said at least 6 days of work is enough to protect the family of the

workers. But due to the shortage of stone and sand in the area of Kadayam district, he

is unable to give 6 days of work to the laborers who were looking for work. Therefore,
permission should be given to the quarry which is under the legal plans, and the |

livelihood of all the insiders like the workers and related chain should be improved.

3.Mr. Marimuthu, Theertharapuram Village, Kadayam Union:-

He said that the houses in his village are in a state of collapse and we will all

build a house in the allotted place and settle down in another village if permission is |

given for this quarry. He also questioned how it is fair to say that you will destroy our .

village and set up a quarry in order to get raw materials for a few people. In that case |
those who say that they need raw materials can be given permission to set up a stone !
quarry also in their village. Also, he said people living in 150 to 200 houses in the village |

|
|
and agricultural lands are affected. “

He said that he strongly condemns the granting of permission to the said stone"i

quarry for the welfare of the people of his village.

4.Mr. Ramaraj, Ananthaperumal Nadanur:-

The problem with the construction of this quarry is that due to the existing
quarries in the village of Chellapillayakulam , many wells are collapsing. As such, the
proposed quarry will be located even closer to the village. Agricultural lands will bel
affected due to construction of this quarry. There are already four quérﬁ:s located
“around our area. Therefore, there is no need for a new quarry in our area. If the quarry|
is allowed, the livelihood of the peoplé will be affected. If you want a quarry, take s’{o'm-:‘s;E

from the house that has already been demolished by the quarry in our village. Then youi

will get stone easily. Because all-you need is stone. Even though all the people keep
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ltheir opposition to Quafry in mind, they refuse to speak out. This stone quarry will only
cause hardship to the public. Due to the construction of a wall around the stone quarry ,
the road to the village is obstructed. Give permission to construct the stone quarry after
doing all tQﬁe basic facilities and road widening required by the public should be provided
fo the village. The government should act understanding the suffering of the people. It is
the public who will be affected. Therefore, permission should not be given to the

proposed quarry.

5.Mr. Rajgandhi, Theertharapuram:-

Agriculture is the backbone of a village. We are fighting for our future generation.

i Does a village need agriculture or stone quarry? Agriculture is the major occupation of

a country: So quarry is not important for us. Farmland should be protected. No one
starved to death before a quarry was built in our area. We lived by doing agriculture
only. Therefore, if the quarry comes, the livelihood of the people will not increase.
Agriculture is the source of this income. Underground is currently available. But in the
future due to quarrying, the land will be eroded. A village should not suffer for the
benefit of one. Our livelihood may be affected by this quarry. He said.that agriculture

should not be affected.

6.Mr. Jayarajan, Madathur Panchayat, Theertharapuram Village:-

No syste‘matic study has been done in our area. Officials should come to our
village and ask the people liv_ing in-our village. | have also fought a lot. But no response
is received from government. There is no bus service in our village and there are two
quarries on both sides of the road leading to our village. The road lies between the two

quarries. There is no other road to our village. It is not known when they will blast in

both the quarries. They say that they will sprinkle water when blasting. But they didn't
do it for even one day. After filing a petition'iri the National Green Tribunal, officers
came and inspected. But the industry people planted 6 feet saplings suddenly. You will
know this if you inquire about this in Theertharapuram village. We have evidence for
that. We are ready to submit. They have quarried stones at a depth greater than the

depth allowed by the government. And when there is an explosion, the authorities



should come and investigate. All the houses vibrate when they blast. If we allow more

and more quarrying, our agriculture will be affected.

Also he asked to find out how deep any quarry has gone officials should come

ahd inspect the 2 quarries which are already functioning.. And only the village of

Theertharapuram will be affected by giving permission to stone quarry. Anantha

Perumal Nadanur village will not be affected. Our village is completely affected by the

explosion. He said that the officials should come and conduct an inspection and ask the

opinions of the public of Theertharapuram and then take any decision.

7 Mr. Marimuthu , Theertharapuram village:- ,

He said that his house is located near stone quarry. All have fo go to stone

quarry just past my house. But there is no harm caused by quarry to my house. Their i

livelihood will be improved because of the quarries to be set up. He said that the

permission for this stone quarry should be given. |

8. Mrs. Muthulakshmi, Theertharapuram:-

She said we have been working in stone quarry in this region for the past 10-
15 years. The aforesaid stone quarry is the livelinood for us .We are not affected by it. |
Therefore, she said that the government should make arrangements for the construction

of the said quarry.

9. Mr. Selvakumar , Ananthaperumal Nadanur Village:-

He said he is running @ business with a tractor. If raw materials are available
beyond 50 km, the cost of bringing them is up to Rs 5000. But if the same is avallable\
locally the cost of transporting the goods will be Rs.2500- per day. And the people of‘
this region are very poor people. Even if they can build houses provided by the
government, it will be convenient if there is stone and sand nearby. So the stone quarry

] I
must be set up in our area. And the workers like us who run business w1th small carts*

the people living in Theertharapuram and Anandha Perumal Nadanur go to the stone
quarry and work there. He said that such stone quarry is necessary for their hvehhood

and the welfare of many people like him.




10. Mr. Shyam, Theertharapuram Village:-

He said that he vehemently condemns the construction of the said quarry. Some

| noted that many civilians were employed by quarry. But the quarrying works are being
|done by destroying the agricultural lands. Quarry owners sell the stones and pay

| labourers more than agricultural labour jobs. Therefore, agriculture is in a state of
i
]

extinction, he said.

11. Mrs. Arumugavadivu, Theertharapuram village:-

She said, we have no other business and our livelihood depends on quarrying.

Therefore, she requested to give permission for the quarry to be located at the said

i place.

12. Mr. Samudhrakani, Ananthaperumal Nadanur:-

'He said, the owner has informed that they will do good for the village. It is said to
spend Rs.5,00,000. First, the damaged Primary Health Centre in Ananthaperumal
Nadanur village can be repaired and heavy trucks are plying in the village. It should be

stopped and do some alternative. But leaving all that aside, nothing was done except to

H imagine how the quarry could be started. Go to the village and know what are the needs

of the people and then fulfil them. Also, the proposed quarry will be located between
four villages. Another quarry is also running half a km from the existing quarry. They
blast in that quarry too. When this is the case, if another quarry is constructed, it is our
Ananthaperqu%al Nadanur village that will be affected. Also; the existing quarry has dug
a trench more than 100 feet, so there is a shortage of drinking water in the village. He
also said that soil and oil would be available at low prices to the villagers Sands and
gravels are exported to Kerala only. Why should the villagers suffer for the profit of the
owners. They are generally deceiving people. If we are deceived by the fact that they

are giving 5 lakhs, then there will be big consequences. They say they will build a

perimeter wall in the school premises. In that case, the legislators and parliamentarians
elected by the people are idle. So he requested to consider the demand of all the

villagers and implement this project.



43. Mir. Mariselvam, Theertharapuram:-

|
L
|
|
l

He said, after 5 o’clock they stop the traffic passing through. There is a situation _\
where workers grazing goats and cows have to go home within 5 o’clock. Already 2 |1|
stone quarries are functioning in this area. Currently, the 3/ stone quarry is going to be :%
constructed. They said that the quarry will be set up 500 meters away. According to :l
|

them, Rama temple is located 600 meters away. But the city is not always formed by !
regular structures like square and rectangle. According to this, the Rama temple is II‘
said to be located 600 meters away, while the Arundhatiyar colony is located within !
350 metefs. But the environmental report does not mention Arunthathiyar street at all. |
Similarly, Ganapati temple is located at a distance of 200 meters. Beyond that is the |

school campus. But they did not mention the school campus. After school-going

children were affected by a similar quarry in Sivanadanur village, the said quarry was,

banned due to continuous protests. That is why the students of Theertharapuram go to i
school that way. |

But now we are struggling with two quarries. Traffic is affected at certain times

due to the above two quarries. He also said that he was doing agricultural work and.i

agriculture was affected due to depletion of ground water. Descendants of those who

want a quarry today will fight against it tomorrow.

|
They say let's plant a tree. But they planted only 4 big trees. They also say ’they!
are using water sprinklers. But they keep the pipe in only 4 places and sprinkle water. !
They will do the same in the coming stone quarry also. They say they will plant 2400

trees. Where will they plant? They say they will give 5 lakhs. Everything is eye candy. Li

Public hearings were being announced through loudspeakers in autos. But the notified
auto was parked in the western part of our village and no notification was given in our

village. Those who claim that they are doing good through quarry did not send my auto

to the village to announce it, so the people of the village are not aware of the pul::lir:iI
hearing meeting. People of our village are illiterate. So we educated people say we are

fighting today. Tomorrow our children will struggle.

My point is that two quarries are already operating in this area. So cancel th
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permission of the above two quarries and give permission to the new quarry. Héﬁ
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informed that he will take permission from the people of the village and while setting
up a new quarry, it should be done on the basis of the conditions mentioned in the
environmental report. Do not focus only on the job offer of a hundred people. They
also gejcgqbs in agricultural work and hundred days work scheme. But after the
destruction of the people, what is the purpose of the quérries? So stop the two existing
quarries and give permission for the new quarry. He also said that he would request
that perfnission should not be given for 3 guarries. He said that he condemn the

formation of quarry severely and if it is formed, he would commit suicide along with 10

others.

14. Mr. Varadharaian, Ananthaperumal Nadanur village:-

He said that generally people have no understanding about health. Lung damage
causes major problems for people. Women get ovarian cancer. Ground water is also
affected. The acidity of the soil is found to be more than the prescribed level. Many
people are suffering from kidney damage due to increasing acidity. Many workers who
have worked in quarries say about this. But the effects are not immediately known and
are seen after some time. And the government does not check whether the stones are
m{ned within the permitted quantity. We have already filed a case in the Green
Tribunal. They did things like giving toys, setting up seats for ration shops based on

judgment, but nothing good.

He, also said, thére is no documer!t on a crusher company operating since 1996.
We have filed a petition under the Right to Information#Act. Officials can go and
investigate it. And a lot of heavy vehicles pass through that road. They run without
brakes. Well, there is no permit pass either. The owner name will be something else.

No one knows on what basis they are being used. When we knock and ask for it, they

prepare some people in the village and divide against us.

Further, he said due to frequent explosions in the quarries, the nature of the
groundwater level changes. And while we were fighting hard to bring a lemon research
centre to this area, the quarry owners prevented it from coming. There is a lot of
evidence for that. We have been conducting many protests in Puliyara!i area. Also

many stones are stored in Kutukkal Valasai area. All of them are transported to Kerala.
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If the explosion causes much vibration even in our village, which is 2 km away, the

nearby villages will be affected more than that. But no matter how much people were

told, they still did not understand. The quarry did not get permission for the high
voltage electricity connection. We have filed a case against it in court. There are many |

classifications of high voltage. But the public does not know about them. The people |

- |
who say they want a quarry have no awareness about It. [
_i_

Before the Green Tribunal's inspection, they brought and planted the full size |
plants. Also water sprinklers are not properly installed in the crushers there. Hence 1
women get ovarian cancer. The government will come to know only when medlcally |
!

more affected. Quarries-are needed but where they are being set up is important. They

take advantage of the ignorance of the people and set up the quarry by intimidation.

So let's oppose the construction of this quarry legally.

15. Mr. Samudhrakani, Ananthaperumal Nadanur:-
|

He said, we want to know the reason why this public hearing meeting is being

held at a distance of 10 KM. The public hearing meeting should be held in the aﬁected |

village and he also requested to hold the meeting. Once again come to our village to|

find out what is the situation of the people.

16.Mr. Marirajan, Ananthaperumal Nadanur village, Chellapillaiyarkulam:-

He said that he is totally against the quarrying because our entire village}
depends on agriculture. About 300 families live there. About 200 families out of 3001‘
families are lemon farmers. There are 3 quarries operating around our village so there!
is no water in the well after June - July months. All the leaves are drying up. Hence 1n
order to save the lemon tree we are in a position to buy water from outside and save

lemon trees. Hold this consultation meeting in our panchayat. Consult each gram

panchayat, only then whether or not this quarry should this quarry be built should beg

known. The entire agriculture will be affected. Agriculture is the backbone of India

Sl

Therefore, this quarry, which affects agriculture should not be used in this area.



17. Mr. Dharmaraj , Vice President of Idaikal Panchayat (Nam Tamilar Party):

He expressed his complete opp\dsiti-on to the construction of this quarry. Not only
that on the day before the consultation meetihg, as if some kind of election was going
to be hetd; the quarry company went to all the Viliages and gathered the people for
meeting by giving 500 rupees to a family. The vehicles they came in are parkéd
outside. The hearing should be conducted in a fair manner. People should not be
invited by paying rupees and hold hearings like this. So those who cheated so much
before the start of quarry will do everything after it starts. In the survey number 583 on
the page number 469 where the quarry is to be started, water is not available even
after drilling a bore well more than 400 feet. It is not known if permission is granted for

a new quarry, will water be available even if the borehole is drilled more than 600 feet?

18. Mr. sandhanakumar, Ananta Perumal Nadanur village:-

He said that all those who spoke said that agriculture would be affected. After
doing farming for 3 months, the loss is around 4 1o 5 Iékhs, but the profit is not seen.
But at the same time, if quarries are established in this area, we will get a salary of at
klaast Rs.500/- per day. He said that this stone quarry must be set up in our area so

that our livelihood will improve.

19. Mr. Jayaraj , Theerthapuram village:-

He. said that everyone who spoke said there is no water. Irrigation comes only
when it ra‘;:ns, but there is no rain this year. He asked h.owit is fair to say that there is
no water in the well because the quarries are working. And for 12 months it will rain
only in the month of Karthigai. Only when it rains in that month the pond will get water.
But this year there was no rain. There is no damage from the quarry. Agriculture is
affected since there is no rain. So if the quarry is established, 300-400 people will get
employment. 500 rupees per day salary is évailable. Some people said that slab is

broken at home due to quarry. When the house is constructed more than 40 years

- ago, the house will fall. My house has been built more than 45 years ago. In my house

also Slab is broken regularly. Why is it falling? The life span of buildings is usually 40
yeafs and after that the houses will fall into repair. So he said that our area definitely
needs a quarry.
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20. Mr. N. Muthuraman, Theertharapuram village:-

He said that two years ago, the Corona disease came and affected everyone's

livelihood. But we survived in that also. So it is not that this quarry is the only
livelinood. If this industry is not available, we can survive by looking for another
industry.. Before stone quarry was formed our village was without any damage. They |
have said that they will give 5 lakhs tc] our village for the construction of this quarry. i
But if it had been done to any of us before the establishment of this quarry, we would 1\
have appreciated their generosity. Therefore, go to our village and ask the public !
about the damage to the quarry, if the public says they want a quarry, then start the |
quarry. He said that the-quarry is causing a lot of damage. He asked everyone to
express their feelings whether quarrying would affect agriculture or r;ot. Employee |

should not be enslaved for 500 rupees. He said that he did not speak to hurt anyone’s

feelings.

21. Mir. Arul, Ananthaperumal Nadanur village:- :
= !

He said that they say that agriculture is destroyed by quarrying. But agriculture is |
|
|

being destroyed all over India. It is unacceptable that the farmer is perishing becauseﬁ‘

of this quarry. Quarry is a fundamental right. If quarries are set up in this area, stonell
. ; : : |
and soil can be bought at low prices and there is no alternative. But the government

should prevent the transportation of mineral resources to the neighbouring state.i
Roads are heavily damaged by heavy vehicles. Even when children go, they do not%
give way. So arrangements should be made for trucks to take alternative routes%
whenever children go o school. Earlier, some people here filed a case against ai
quarry by getting signature from 100 people and got lakhs and lakhs from the quarm:;
owners and 100 rupees was issued to the people who have signed in the complaint|
petition. Hence the quarry owners are requested not to give money to the individualsi
If there is no quarry, people must be without homes. Some mistakes were also done ir}l

- |
the quarries. He asked the owners to correct them and help the local people by
|

providing jobs. Therefore, he expressed his support for the establishment of the said

quarry. i




22 Mr. Vikram, Chellapillaiyarkulam:-

He informed that agriculture is being destroyed throughout the country. He
asked, need of quarry is okay, but 3 wells were broken and who will take the
responsibility? He said 250 trees were damaged last year. There is no rain this year,

| and asked whether there is any water in their garden and any benefit from this quarry.

23.Mr. Murugesan, Ananthaperumal nadanur, Sadaiyandiyur:-

He said that this quarry is needed for me, there is no employment and he is

running his family with the hope of these quarries.

24.Mr. Shanmugavel, Theertharapuram, Madathur village:-

He informed that let the quarry be established in their houses, but not in our
hamlet of Theertharapuram. He also said that his hamlet was already damaged, still
going to be worsen so that let them establish the quarry in their hamiet if there really in

need of it.

At the end, the District Environmental Engineer, Tirunelveli has informed that all

| the views of the public is recorded and will be sent to Tamil Nadu Government State

Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority through TNPCB, Corporate Office,

Chennai and the meeting came to an end.

A

: \ '\'\“
District Enviranmental er, Revenue Divisiona '&ﬂic&
I

Tamilnadu Pollution Coritfol Board, Tenkasi, @)
| Tirunelveli. i
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