MINUTES OF THE PUBILIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR PROPOSED
PROJECT OF_THE M/S. KA. RAJAGOPAL,_ROUGH _STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY AT S.ENO. 293/1A_ (P) & 293/2B (P),_ _MELUR
DURAISAMYPURAM . Gl JAPALAYAM TALUIK
VYIRUDITUNAGAR DISTRICT ON 18.04.2023 AT 11:00 AM IN PASUMPON
DEVAR KALAIYARANGAM, NO. 32, KASALAI THENVADAL STREET,
SEITHUR VII;LAQE, RAJAPALAYAM TALUK., VIRUDHUNAGAR
DISTRICT.

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

1. R.R.Viswanathan

- Revenue Divisional Officer/
Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Stvakasi.

2. R.Gunaseelan
District Environmental Engineer
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board
Virudhunagar District -

3. D.M.Krishna Babu
Assistant Environmental Engineer
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board
Madurai District

4. Government officers, Project Proponent and public (Copy of the Attendance
Register is enclosed)

"The. Public IHearing was conducted under the chairmanship of Revenue

Divisional Officer/Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Sivakai for the proposed project of M/s
IK.A. Rajagopal Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F.no. 293/1A (P) & 293/2B (P),

Melur Duraisamypuram Village, Rajapalayam Taluk, Virudhunagar District on

18.04.2023. 11:00 am in Pasumpon Devar Kalaiyarangam, No. 32, Kasalai Thenvadal

Street, Seithur Village, Rajapalayam Taluk, Virudhunagar District.



The District Environment Engineer, TNPCB, Virudhunagar welcomed the
Revenue Divisional Officer, Government Officials, General Public and Environmental
Activists who have attended the public nearing conducted for the project ol M/s. KA.

Rajagopal Rough Stone Quary.

He explained that the public hearing meeting for M/s. KA. Rajagopal Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F.No. 293/1A(P) & 293/2B(P), Melur Duraisamypuran
Village, Rajapalayam Taluk, Virudhunagar District is being conducted based on EIA
Notification dated 14/09/2006 published by Ministry of Environment and Forest Climate
Change, New Delhi.

Press release containing details of this public hearing meeting was published in
Daily Thanthi and The Times of India newspapers dated on 09.03.2023. In this regard.
District Environmental Engineer informed that the technical consultant of project
proponent will make a presentation regarding the project, and requested the public
to express their views one by one in apeacéful manner and also it in writing, so that
all the proceedings will be recorded as video and will be submitted to the State Level

Environment Impact Assessment Authority.

Further District Bnvironmental Engineer requested the Revenue Divisional

Officer to preside the public hearing meeting and initiate the proceedings.

Subsequently, Revenue Divisional Officer, Sivakasi précised the public

hearing.

District Environmental Engineer requested the project consultant of the project

proponent to explain about the project.

Technical Presentation by Thiru.Saminathan, Project Consultant:

Project Consultant explained the detailed report of the project of M/s,
K.A.Rajagopal Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry and details about the impact on
environmental, water, air and socio economical conditions due to the operation of the
quarry and the proposed measures for the same.

Then, the public were furnished their views as follows.



Thiru.Ammayappan, Vadalklu Devathanam:

He introduced himself as an Environmental Activist acting against the
activities causes damage to environment and stated that there are so many
quartties in this area and they are not following any rules and it cannot be believed
that new quarry will follow the rules. Further he added that stones are being fallen
on the school located nearby during the blasting operations by the quarries and
there are agricultural lands, habitations and school near to the quarry and it will
become an unsafe situation and hence-he recorded his opposition against the

project on behalf of public of Chockanathan puthur village.

Thiru.Rajamani, Viswainathaperi:

He stated that the project proponent has taken lease of his grandfather’s
land and made forgery. He further stated that project proponent was already
operating a quarry in SF No.303 without following any rules. The project affects
agriculture and hence requested not to grant license. He also stated that this public

hearing would have been conducted in Melur Duraisamypuram Village.

Thirusalimuthu, Devipattinam:
He stated that he is having 17 acres of land near the project site and

there is no damage due to this quarry project.

Thiru, Ramachandran, Seithur:

He stated that this project of Thiru. Ramachandran is against the public
and there are many quarries functioning in this area without any approval of
Government., He informed that one person has died in the accident happened in
Kollankondan Quary and the facts were suppressed and there are objections among
public for the quarrying projects. It cannot be allowed to take away natural resources
and this will affect the livelihood of people and there will be shortage of water

sources. Finally, he denied for operating quarry.



He represented his condemnation for conducting the public hearing at this
Jocation instead of at Melur Duraisamypuram. He also asked (hat whether the noise
due to the blasting operation will not affect the operation of nearby government
hospital and recorded his opposition against the project. Also, he informed that protest

will be conducted by the Naam Thamizhar katchi, if any approval issued to the

project.

He introduced himself as Engineering graduate and informed that only 60
persons will get benefited due to the project proposal. He said that already, natural
resources are being excavated and transported to Kerala with Tamilnadu GST sale
registration. Also, he informed that they are excavating 'more than permilted and
transporting more than allowed quantity in vehicles and requested not to permit the
quarry. he also informed that protest will be conducted by the political party, il any

approval issued to the project.

Thiru. Kanagarai, Tamil Puligal Katchi;

He stated that already the existing quarries were cartying out mineral
robbing and there are many quarries under operation in this area without any proper
documents and also questioned the reason for conducting the public hearing at this
location instead in Melur Duraisamypuram. He also said, that the people who raise
objections were facing court cases. He further said that trees in the quarry areas were
deposited with dusts and ground water level is depleting due to these quarry
operations. He further informed that no public hearings were conducted for
establishing schools and hospital. He also questioned about necessity of granting

permission to quarry while there is no availability good quality education.

Further he added that M/s. Saravana quarry is in operation without any

permission and also requested to inspect the quality of the school located nearby. He



reported that all quaities in this area have not obtained permission from village

Panchayat. If any permission issued to this project, protest will be conducted in this

arca.

He informed that there are already 2 out of 5 quarries in this area are in
operation without any permission and requested to stop their operation and informed
that there are temples, school and hospital are located near to the quarry and one
temple located above the hill. Further, he requested to stop the quarries located
nearby. He further informed that the public hearing should be conducted in Melur

Duraisamypuram. He informed that protest will be conducted by the Naam Thamizhar

katchi, if any approval issued to the project.

He stated that instead of protecting the natural resources, it is being sold

out. The minerals are being sold out to other states. He questioned about the necessity
—of permitting new quarries while.petitions.were.already. given to close the existing
quarries. He also informed that due to the blasting operation, loss of life is happened
and vibrations will be happened in the buildings. Further he added that there are more
numbers of insects and animals in the hill and they will get affected due to this project

and hence he recorded his objection for the project. He informed that it is the duty

of the government needs to profect the mineral resources. He finally said that if

any permission issued to this project, protest will be conducted.

Thiru. Vidiyal Veeraperumal, Social Activist:

He stated that TNPCB is conducting public hearing for the quarry project
but not (aking any action against quarry operation if any complaints filed. The
hillocks are storage pockets of ground water, whereas now the hillocks are being sold
out for commercial purpose. He requested to ascertain the necessity for new quarries

in this arca by constituting an expert committee. He further informed that various



creatures will be migrated from their native location due to the quarry operation.
Agriculture and ricemills are also getting affected and in turn creating revenue loss to
the Government. Further he added that due to new establishment of quarries, the
ground water course dircections may get affected. As there is-already enough number -
of quarries in this area, he requested that new quarry is not needed. If any permission

granted to the quarry, case will be filed against the individuals in the court.

Thiru. Karuppurajan, Chocklkanathanpuththu:

He stated that he is an asthma patient. The smoke during the blasting

operation remains for half an hour and he recorded that no necessity of this project.

Thiru. Shankar, Tractor Driver:

He stated that he is working as driver and transporting the stone and gravel
from the proponent’s existing quarry and informed that blasting activity being carried
out with safety precautions. He recorded that he has no objection in establishing the

quarry project.

Thiru. Jeyasundar, GanapathiSundaranachiyarpuram:

He stated that the hie came for the meeting to record his objection only. and
he further stated that there are 5 numbers of quarries located within 1 Km radial
distance and they are quarrying minerals in huge quantity without any permission and
transporting to other states. Minerals are being illegally transported using fake
certificates. He also stated that maternity hospital nearby is not able to function
properly due to dust emanation and monthly 9 pregnant ladies are going (o
Rajapalayam area for their treatment.

He also requested to take action against the illegal quarries against which
complaints were given. Finally, he told no need for new quarry and if permission
oranted inspite of these, protest will be conducted. He also requested to consider to
issuc permission to the project after conducting the public hearing in Melur

Duraisamypuram Village.



Thiru, Ramar, Devipattinam:

He stated that he is working in the proponent’s existing quarry for the past
10 years and reported 100 persons are working in quarries. He also informed that
there are no impact due to quarrying operation and the villagers in this area do not

know any other work and hence he welcomed the project.

At this juncture, there was some small dispute for sometime since there was objection
raised by some people against the quarry workers offering their opinion.

Thiru. Veerapandiyan, Rajapalayam:

He introduced himself as a social activist and stated that EIA Notification
is published by Government to protect both the mineral resources and public. He
requested to take necessary measures to prevent dust emission to the nearby school

and hospital. Project shall be implemented without affecting the public.

Thiru. Manoharan, Rajapalayam:

He requested the officials to submit the minutes of the meeting properly to
their higher officials. He informed that the hillock in Devipattinam, which exists long
ago is no more in existence now. He further informed that water scarcity problem will
arise due to these quarries and requested to inspect the existing quarries and fake
necessary action and shall not give permission to new quarries. Also, he finally

requested to take action to close down the existing quarries.

Thiru, Tamilarasu, Thalavaipuram:
He stated that people working in the quarries will get benefitted due to the
project but people living nearby will get affected. The quarrying here is not necessary
(o transport to other states. He also told that no quarry owners are abiding the law and
the quarries are functioning day and night. Protest will be conducted if permission

will be granted.



Thiru. Ramachandran, Seithur:
While talking again, he stated to record the objections filed by the public
only and not to record the views of persons who were all been assembled by the

project proponent.

Thiru. Thoongathakilavan, Chockkanathanputhur:

He stated that he is a farmer and during his young age, he was doing goat
herding in the hillock and now doing agricultural activity. Due to quarry operation,
the movement of Python was increased and movement of peacock was decreased.
Due to blasting operation, he could not be able to take his children to his agricultural
land and the buildings are getting cracked and there is possibility of school building

getting collapsed.

Thiru. Ramasubramanian, Rajapalayam:

He stated that this meeting would have been conducted in the project site
area and this project will affect general public, pregnant ladies and hence requested (o
drop. If permitted, there will be a protest in this area.

A Person without saying his name:

He stated that already there are 5 quarries in this area and this is the 6th
one and most of them came to the meeting -haVE_: rais.edndbjections. The quarry
operation and vehicle movement are being carried out in both day and night and
hence requested not to allow this quarry and also to conduct this meeting in the

project village itsell.

SN AN L

He stated that there are objections for quarries for long time in this area.
Minerals are being transported to Kerala without any proper documents and the
quarries in this area are doing blasting operations during night hours and hence
requested to stop the quarries. He also requested to cancel this public hearing and to

conduct the same in Melur Duraisamypuram Village.



Thiru. amaraj, Chockkanathanpuththur:

He stated that notice about this meeting is not reached to majority of
public and hence requested to cancel this meeting and to conduct at the project area.

Also reported that smoke emanating during blasting operations affecting the area.

He stated that this meeting would have been conducted in
Chockkanathanpuththur Village and informed that the notice about this meeting is not
reachied (o majority of public. There is hospital and school near to the quarry and the
blasting at quarrying site is causing vibration in school building and the dust from
blasting activity is affecting agriculture and hence requested to cancel the quarry and
the government shall ensure alternate job opportunities for the livelihood of people

working there.

Thiru. Raiamani, Viswanathaperi:

While talking again, he requested the Village Administrative Officer and
Panchayat president to announce that the project will not come.

Thiru. Ramasundaram, Krishnapuram:

He registered his objection for the quarry which is against the public and
environment. Further he requested the public of Chockkanathanpuththur village to
participate in the grama shaba meeting to be held on 1, May and to pass resolutions
to stop the npei'ﬁtinﬁ of existing stone quarries and also against the establishment of
new quarries.

“Thiru. Kumar, Mugavoor: =

He stated that stone quarries are affecting the food, cloth and habitations.
Thiru. Jeyasundar, Sundharanatchiyarpuram:
While speaking again, he stated that in the year 2023 alone, abortions
happened to 8 pregnant ladies in Melur Duraisamypuram Village and it may be due to

the huge noise of blasting operations.



Thiru. Selvakumar, Keelavaragunarapuram:

He stated that Thiru. Rajagopal’s existing quarry is abiding the rules and
hence he welcomed the project. '

Thirn. Vidiyal Veeraperum al, Virudhunagar:

While speaking again, he stated that “Mineral Resources Trust fund” is not
being utilised properly and requested to conduct inspection by forming special
committee to assess the pollution levels of air and water in this area,

Thiru. Chinna, Chockkanathanpuththur:

He stated that hillock, school and hospital located in this area needs to be
protected and told that vibrations are felt in the houses nearby. The nearby hospital is
not functioning due to non-availability of necessary facilities. Ground water level has
gone much below. Hence requested to protect the natural resources and shall conduct

this meeting in Chockkanathanpuththur village.

Further, as there was no person came forward to offer their views, the
District Environmental has thanked all and requested to furnish their views in written
petitions if any and 43 numbers of written petitions were received.

With this, the meeting came to an end.

" f\
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(\..T“l&)- Crer ey T [ o Ve
District Environmental Exgineer(a/c), Revenue jj}vis\qimféﬂ Officer/
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board, Sub-Divisiohtal Magistrate,
Virudhunagar - T Sivakasi

En SUres:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice Published in Tamil & English) for notifying the
public hearing meeting.

2. Copy of attendance sheet of the public hearing, (Total pages 8 & 98 persons)

3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD - Disc) of the public hearing proceedings.

4. Petitions received from the public (43 Nos).
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