Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 23.03.2023 at 12.30 P.M. in
Samuthayakoodam, Lembalakudi Village, Thirumayam Taluk, Pudukoftai
District in order to establish M/s. Thiru. M. Radakrishnan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry with an extent of 0.82.0 Ha at S.F.No. 425/29, Lembalakudi Village,
Thirumayam Taluk, Pudukkottai District..

Name of the Project:

M/s. Thiru. M. Radakrishnan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry with an extent of
0.82.0 Ha at S.F.No. 425/29, Lembalakudi Village, Thirumayam Taluk, Pudukkottai
District

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. S. Murugesan,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Pudukkottai.

2. Thiru. K. Selvakumar, M.E.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. V. Perumal,
Village Administrative Officer
Lembalakudi.

4. Tmt. R. Dharani,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

5. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

List of Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. R. Rajendiran,
Technical Manager,
Ecotech Labs Pvi. Lid.
Chennai.
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Totally 132 persons participated including Government Officers, Project Proponentand
general public in the public hearing. (Enclosure video Annexure - A).

Welcome note given by District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer,Pudukkottai District who
preSided over the function. He welcomed the revenue officials, media persons and other
Government Officials. He also welcomed M/s. Thiru. M. Radakrishnan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, Proprietrix, Workers, Project Proponent, Press & general public who
attended the Public Hearing meeting.

He also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New Delhi vide
EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public opinion has to be
obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added that the public notice
informing the conducting of public hearing was published in “Dailythanthi” & “The New
indian Express” on 11.02.2023. This pubiic hearing was conducted for M/s. Thiru. M.
Radakrishnan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry with an extent of 0.82.0 Ha at S.F.No.
425/29, Lembalakudi Village, Thirumayam Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would be
forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai after
gettingapproval from the District Collector.

District Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. Thiru. M. Radakrishnan
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry official would explain about the project, the public
could give their opinion about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Pudukkottai

He welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent would
explain about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment
study carried out through Power Point Presentation.

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent

Thiru. R. Rajendiran, The Project Proponent, Technical Manager, Ecotech Labs
Pvt. Ltd. of M/s. Thiru. M. Radakrishnan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry explained
about the details of the project outlay, Environmental Impact Assessment report and
Environmental Management Plan through Power Point Presentation. (Copy of the
detail is enclosed inAnnexure - B)

District Environmental Engineer

The District Environmental Engineer advised the public to register their views on

this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village details.



Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

1. Tmt. Maan Vizhi Ramesh, Lakshmanapatti Village

She informed that those who spoke earlier here said that if the house are
collapses, we can build it. But to construct a building requires stone and paving and
cementing of a road requires stone. Therefore, she questioned that why the reason for
saying that not to come this quarry. She stated that In this situation the required stones
would be availabie only if the quarries are operated. Thus, considering this, she
expressed her support for the project, saying that permission to be given to this stone

quarry.

2. Thiru. Karthikeyan, Kulathupatti Village

He questioned that, as who former speaker earlier here said that, how
construction works like roads, houses, government buildings, etc., can be carried out
without stone. She stated that setting up a quarry, danger will occur, everything requires
stone, and only if the quarry is broken, everyone will get stones. The groundwater is
affected by sand mining in the river. She added that as an alternative to that, we are
grinding stoned and converting it into the M-sand and carrying out construction work. M-
sand is much cheaper than the river sand, so that ordinary people can afford it.
Therefore, he said that they should allow this stone quarry. Further he stated that
through this quarry, many workers will be benefited directly and many people will be
gained indirectly from employment. Therefore, he also expressed his support, stating
that they need the quarry.

3. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai

He stated that it is impossible to give legal permission as the water bodies and
water sources are located in and around within 300 metres distance from the quarry.
Those who spoke earlier said that this quarry would provide employment opportunities.
In previous times, many people got employment through the quarries. He added that in
the environmental impact assessment report furnished by the quarry owners presently,
it has been mentioned that only 19 workers will get direct employment and providing tea
and food to the workers will get only Indirect employment will be 50 members, so that
totally only 69 workers will get employment opportunity. He informed that the people of
Tamilnadu are ready to work hard, like breaking stones and lifting and dropping stones,
irrespective of their safety. But there is a misconception that the people in Tamilnadu
not to do work hard and hence, these quarry owners to employ laborers from northern
states. Further he stated that in the book named Pudukkottai in 18386, it is clearly in the
pudukkottai area, in each village have how many houses, forests, mountains, ponds,
average rain fall, and length of roads were stated in the Pudukkottai smasthanam area.
He said that not a single stone or rock was missing till the merger of Pudukottai

smasthanam with independent India on 3rd March 1948. After that, he mentioned that
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the hills, forests, and ponds here were missing. He said that in 1936, our forefathers
had divided the ponds as one sankathi, the mountains as one sankathi, and the forests
as one sankathi and totally 12 sankathi kept them safe. He said that our agriculture and
water conservation systems had been destroyed because anyone could buy our land
based on the law brought by the British government He mentioned that a quarry was
operating against the law in Kattupava Pallivasal, and the authorities were investigating
and canceled the license of the quarry as it was quarried more than the quantity
permitted by the government. He mentioned that 12000 years ago, our forefathers had
formed a big government. At that time, they lived in harmony with nature without
breaking any rock, destroying forests, without lifting sand, and protected the
environment and nature with a civilized society. He said that our people currently want
to follow European civilizations blindly. We have been set up the dye factories and
tanneries in Tamilnadu, which are banned in European countries. He said that our
people are mostly affected by the dyeing units at Tiruppur and tanneries. But he said
that the people of Europe benefited from the products produced by those factories. He
asked our people to realize that action will be taken to reduce global warming from 2'C
to 1.5°C by 2050 to protect the environment and prevent global warming. He said that all
the glaciers on earth are melting due to global warming and all the cities located near
the sea are at risk of drowning, He added that whether we support or oppose the Global
Environmental Impact Assessment report, we should support it so that we are not
affected. He said that they are currently using a E-vehicle powered by a battery to
protect the environment, and a substance called lithium is used in that battery. For that
lithium, more mines must be dug in South African countries. Operating a mine in South
Africa to run a battery vehicle is a foolish one and he questioned that why should we
lose our resources, forests, mountains, and water bodies for someone else's
development. He mentioned that a food is necessary for human life not a house or
cloth. He said that due to the plan brought by the British, we are losing our culture and
agricultural land and now even the northerners are encroaching on our land. So he said
that he do not want this quarry. He said that two quarries in the Perumanadu area were
drilled to a depth of 100 feet, due to explosion by using explosives resulting in cracks
are formed in all the nearby houses. He questioned that why we must give others our
land, fertility, mountains, forests, and water bodies to live. He said that land and water
are necessary to produce the items we need during the Corona pandemic and water
and food are the basic needs of human life. Therefore, this world is not only for human
beings but also depends on all living things in earth and the primary requirement for
those living things is food. He questioned what we would produce if we destroyed the
land for food production and made it without water needed for agriculture. He expressed
his demand that there is no need for rulers who destroy good resources and lands to
create employment opportunities. Good projects should create good industrial
opportunities to improve our permanent life and livelihood. He stated that our Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu should implement special schemes for the Pudukkottai

district and provide these people with good livelihood and employment opportunities. He
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expressed his objection for setting up this quarry.

4. Thiru. Ravichandran, Paravi Village

He stated that they have been relying on the quarrying operation for more than a
hundred years. He said that in the past, without any machinery, they used to break 11/2
jelly and % jelly by hand, after that only the work will be issued tendering process .He
said that there was no crusher in his village 30 years ago and currently he was breaking
stones in his village for his livelihood and which was his clan's profession. He said that it
is all fake information that allowing of a quarry may affect agriculture and in some
places may have been affected by the quarry. He stated that people from other districts
would not know all the benefits of the quarry and everyone in his Lembalakudi
panchayat was working in these quarries and also no one was harmed. He said that
personally, if any problem occurs in any one stone quarry, he talks to them and resolves
the issues, and no one has been harmed. He said that agriculture could be done in his
village only during the rainy season. He said that If there is any problem occurs to public
by the activity of the quarry and they will stage a road agitation. He added that we would
collect the stagnant water in the quarries and will use to do agriculture. He informed that
the authorities would issue the license after checking all the documents and if there
were any houses nearby, they would not issue the permit .He registered his support for
this stone quarry saying that there is no possibility of any harm from this quarry.

5. Thiru. Tamil Karthick, Thirumayam

He stated that he is doing research on the environment at Alagappa University.
He informed that only a few people were protesting against stone quarries among those
who spoke here and that he came here from Karaikudi at his own expense. He said that
he did not know who was running the stone quarry and he was raising some questions
and he was not against the stone quarry. He said that if the forests are cut and
destroyed, the government immediately taken action and planting trees in all areas. He
added that even after a hundred years, the destroyed forests can be restored by
planting of tree saplings. He said that it is a crime to dig river sand in a river and loading
in trucks. Further he stated that the river soil would return to the cut pits when it rains
again, and the river would be filled with sand. He questioned that if a hill is cut, how the
hills would come again. He said that he would see that this earth can sustain any life,
and if we keep digging deep holes, the earth could not be able to sustain further.
According to a survey, all the old quarries in the Pudukkottai district are pits, and no one
is ready to cover them in a mined out areas using the soil left over for excavated
gravels. Many people were died by the corona virus that came at an unexpected time
and many peoples were suffered financially. Similarly, if there is an earthquake will
occur in this area in future, there will be no town in 100 km radius. It's how the earth
sustains itself and we need to know where the nail of a hill. He said that if there is an

earthquake, the pits in the quarry can be filled with the flat area here. At the center of
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the earth, we live, the lava is on fire, and if there is a vacuum in a place, the air will go
and fill that vacuum. If there is less air in a place, the wind will fill the place like a
hurricane to fill the air, and if the wind blows a little fast, it is called a storm. He said that
the impact of storms is more than ever before because we are destroying our nature
and we are doing everything against the nature. He added that cell phone is an
evolution, but it has more disadvantages than advantages and it does not meant that we
are not against the cell phone and we should understand it ourselves and adjust its
speed over a period of time. He said there is no 5G cell phone service permit in any
town, but the 5G service is permitted work in our town. He questioned that all the
aforementioned is against nature and who benefits from the quarry. He added that can
anyone tell me whether the quarry is good and whether the quarry is operating as per
the law set by the government throughout Tamil Nadu? Even the Hon'ble Judge knows
that ten times the amount of stone has been cut than what is in the government
documents. He also mentioned that no one followed the rules on how to blast and
breaks the stone in stone quarry and that there is a rule that blasts should be done
within a certain time frame, but no one follows it, even the mining, environmental
authorities, and the courts also known. He added that everyone knows that in quarries,
24 hours of blasting and breaking the stone will only make a profit for the owners, and
as per the report, they use ten times more explosives than the permitted dosage, but no
one can stop this. Even if it is against the law, we cannot stop it and we have to keep
quiet . As a result, the Pudukkottai district is full of potholes. If we give support without
considering all these, then after 20 years, if a small earthquake occurs in the Pudukottai
district, it may be destroyed because of the quarries here. We will not oppose it, if the
stone quarry is operated abide the law and said that violation stone quarry is not
required to the people. He added that the report says that there is no kanmai but still,
there are many kanmai around the quarry and the details of how many species are
affected by blasting should be taken into account. He informed that the stone quarry is
not for an owner to earn and the stone and sand are there belongs to everyone and the
area under the ground belongs to the government. He also mentioned that government
means people. The quarry has set up in our area as per rules framed by the
government. He added that how much stones were cut and gravel was dug twenty
years ago was unknown. But now everyone knows how many vehicles are going, how
many tons of stones are being carried, where it is going, how much it is being sold for,
how much are being paid at the toll gate and how much is being bribed to the officials.
He mentioned that there is nothing to hide and the stone, soil, and hills are belong to
the people and said that if we destroy nature, nature will destroy us. He informed that
for example, tsunamis killed many people along the coast. Likewise, he said that
everyone in this stone quarry area wouild die due to an earthquake will come on one
day, and even if there is no earthquake in our time, our future generations definitely
may be affected. He said that it is our duty to protect the hills and soil here so as to
protect for our future generations. Further he informed that no matter what caste, what

party, what religion those who conduct, why they may even be our relatives, even if they
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are my relatives and he could not recommend to give permission to set up a quarry, and
if we give such permission, our future generations will not be able to live on this earth. H
stated that he is totally against this and our resources should be saved for our future
generations and all of us should be on this earth where we grew up. He added that
Chennai is going to sink into the sea and the day will come, when everyone living in
Chennai can go to their hometown, so now we have to keep the city safe and protect it
as it deserves for people to live in peace, and we have to love the land and the people.
He said that we are not saying this against anyone but in support of the people. He
asked that everyone think for a moment, why would so many people say no to the
quarry?. We have been living in the Pudukottai district for so many years. There is not a
single factory here. But, more factories around Chennai are working, and even today,
the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu is laying the foundation stone for a factory in
Chennai. He also said that the government could permit a quarry that can employ 19
people and a quarry that can destroy the soil, we do not want this quarry, and we should
set up a factory in that area that can employ 2000 people. He mentioned that if we had
all the jobs properly, we would have opposed this quarry, but we are supporting this
quarry only because we did not get the jobs. No matter how many jobs there are in the
quarry, The quarry owners will not give that job opportunity to the local people, because
they have given employment to the northern state there and the people of Tamil Nadu
should be paid 300 rupees, but if they are paid a hundred rupees to them, they are
ready to work 24 hours. He asked that If an accident happens while the northerners are
working in the quarry and there is no one to ask the question, because the quarry
owners prioritize given to the northerners rather than giving employment to the people
around the quarry. He informed that a news about a quarry near Senkunram, Chennai,
was suddenly collapsed and four people died, is not known because the deceased were
from the northern state, and they found them only after nine months after filing a case in
the Supreme Court. He stated that there is no accounting for the coming and going of
people from the northern state. The northern state people working hardily as like dog
and he opposed them coming here to do the work. Therefore, he registered his
opposition, saying that he was ready to work if a industry is set up in the area and he
does not want dangerous jobs like quarries.

6. Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator,Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement

He welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Pudukkottai who presided over the
public hearing meeting for setting up the M/s. Thiru. M. Radakrishnan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, District Environmental Engineer, Common people from different areas,
NGOs, police officers, press peoples and introduced himself as the coordinator of the
Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement. After he showing the map of
Radhakrishnan stone quarry before public which has proposed to be established in the
survey no 425/29 and said that Selvarani stone quarry is already located in the survey
number 32 and Radhakrishnan quarry is located in survey number 29. He stated that



the Village Administrative Officer and Thasildar certified that there are no houses are
located within 300 metre distance from the project site.  But in the FMB sketch
submitted by the unit indicated that there were houses are located within 300 meters
distance from the quarry. That map is from the year 1983, during that period there was
a house and the same house has now been bought by the owner of the unit, it doesn’t
mean that there is no house now at that survey number, because according to the law,
if a house is dilapidated, damaged or leveled, it can be rebuilt as a house. He also
mentioned that as per the law, if house, house plots, Natham Porampoke, Government
Land, DTCP approved plots, Panchayat approved plots were located quarrying should
not be allowed within 300 meters distance. Similarly, if quarry is located within 300metre
distance , the DTCP should not give approval for the housing plots. He stated that his
my first opinion that we cannot give permission for this quarry as government
documents indicate that there are houses are located within 300 meters distance. As his
second opinion he mentioned that there are 4 Kanmai are located in the vicinity of this
quarry at a distance of 300 metres and 500 metres respectively and they are Pudu
Kammai, Setu Kammai, Unnamed Kammai and Raman Kanmai. He said that there are
law and court judgments which state that a quarry should not be permitted within 300
meters of the kanmai, so that the quarry cannot be allowed legally. Further he stated
that we ask the esteemed Revenue Divisional Officer that there is a well on the map for
survey number 426, but when we download the FMB sketch on the website belongs to
Land Survey Department under your control, it shows that there is no well, no house
and no road. He said that it will not fly away with the wind and that the government's
document has been revised by the Land Survey Department and he questioned that
who is behind them. He said that if we ask the details from Village Administrative
Officer, he instructed us to take these documents from the computer, and if we went to
the office, they questioned why are you asking us, and instructed us to take them print
out from the computer. He stated that there are no wells and no houses in the survey
maps which downloaded from the computer. He questioned that where the country
going, for whom the government officials are working, | am directly accusing for
someone benefiting, if proposed location of quarry is known then if there is a well or
house that will be hidden and removed from the documents. He requested the district
administration to check all the computerized field maps with the village administrative
officers along with the UDR field map, if anyone the scam is observed then action
should be taken against that concerned official. He said that that in Selvarani stone
quarry has already they are measuring the distance from the centre of the quarry and
we emphasized the same point in Balu's public hearing meeting which was held a
fortnight ago, but they have not noticed it and also the document was not placed in this
meeting. He stated that this stone quarry has not submitted it and questioned that what
scam could behind it. Further he stated that as per law the unit has to furnish the signed
copy of the VAO and Thasildar certificate which shows that what are the things are
located within 300 metre & 500 metre distance from the proposed project site. But this

quarry does not produced the above said attested documents and hidden the actual real
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facts. He added that he can easily get these documents through the Right to Information
Act. He mentioned that this stone quarry is fresh one and at the initial stage itself the
unit faked many government documents. Because of the false hope given by the
government officials, the unit spent around ten lakhs, thirty lakhs for this public hearing
meeting. He told that a friend mentioned that they owned a quarry in the past year 2007
and from 2012 to 2017and he had given employment to the public. He also stated that
he did not deny the fact that you gave employment opportunities to people in the past.
He mentioned that quarrying operation can be classified into two periods as before 2018
and after 2018. He said that before 2018 quarries were operated only for road and
building construction work, there were no such robberies during that period. But in 2017,
the daily looting of river sand by 90,000 trucks throughout Tamil Nadu was noticed by
the Cauvery River Protection Movement and continued to fight against it and closed
many quarries through the district administration and court . Then only after the
introduction of M-Sand (Manufacturing Sand) and P-Sand (Production Sand) were
made by crushing of the stones which result in operating the quarries against the rules.
He informed that we filed a case before, the court where Justice Mahadevan took the
village of Ponnampalayam, Uthukuli, Tirupur district as an example and formed a expert
committee to examine the 18 quarries that were under operation and 64 abounded
quarries. But the expert committee report stated that all 82 quarries were under
operation and violating the rules. So that the Hon’ble Judge imposed a fine of Rs 400
Crores to the violators. He said that last year, in Araivithaipan kulam village, Tirunelveli
district a lorry overturned in a abounded quarry. The three forces of India came and
tried to rescue it, but could not rescued because the quarry was cut so deep. After that
incident as per the order of the tamilnadu government, Department of Geology and
Mining inspected all 54 consented quarries in Tirunelveli. In their report, they mentioned
that out of 54 quarries, 53 quarries were illegal and the remaining one quarry was not
included in the list because the quarry has yet to commence its operation. He listed that
No quarry owner is ready to state that we developed green belt around the quarry, we
installed barbed wire fencing, we quarried up to permitted depth only, no houses were
located within 300 meters, no kanmais are located adjacent to this quarry, we have
legally located the quarry within 500 meters away from water bodies, bore wells,
overhead storage tanks etc. All of them informed only about the job offer. He requested
that everyone should aware about the laws. Uthukuli, Ponnampalayam is. one of the
example for the proverb as “one paddy for a pot of paddy”. He said that they were
talking about the incident happened in the village of Tirunelveli district is only based on
evidence they collected not from some random news spread over. He said that based
on the evidence we submitted to the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and the
Minister of Environment they spoke many things in many meetings. He stated that we
have been working for 30 to 40 years, facing oppression, losing our lives, and all those
who joined us will sacrifice their lives to protect this land. He stated that according to the
report, there is a house inside the place where the quarry is proposed, there is Kanmai
within 300 meters from the quarry, the proposed quarry site is on Nanjai land, water
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bodies and bore wells. And the report said that there is no hills are located nearby, but
there are Parambumalai and Thirumayam fort which are located in close vicinity and
also they are hiding the location of other hills nearby. In the report submitted by
Selvarani quarry, there are Vellar and Gundar at a distance of seven km but the report
submitted by the Radhakrishnan quarry states that there are no rivers within a radius of
18 km. It is to be noted that the distance between these two quarries is only 200 meters.
Similarly, he said that In the report they have listed tank kanmai at a distance of four
kilometers and Paniyampatti kanmai at a distance of two kilometres long but they have
not shown the four kanmai which may be around the quarry and any kanmai at a
distance of 300 meters and 500 meters from the quarry. He also stated that in the report
there is no archaeological site within 15 km radius from the quarry, but the
archaeological site such as Thirumayam Fort, Panayambatti cave temple, Rayapuram
rock-cut Shiva temple were hidden from the report. He also mentioned that the reports
shows only Mallankadu reserve forest is 5.4 km away, but in the Vellaru reserve forest
and Kulamangalam reserve forest were hidden from the report. Hence the report
submitted by the Radhakrishnan quarry hidden actual facts and provided wrong
statistics and asked for permission. Yesterday, on the occasion of World Water Day a
Grama Sabha meeting was held in all the villages and a resolution was passed in the
meeting which states that we will protect the water sources, we will protect the
waterways, we will plant trees on the hill and make it rain prosperously. He said that in
the project report, they said that 300 native trees will be planted, we will come to know
only after sometime they have done it or not. He also added that none of the existing
quarries have planted any trees so far. There are nine thousand stone quarries, if other
quarries are taken into account the count will go up to twelve thousand in Tamil Nadu. If
300 to 500 trees are planted during the permitted period of one quarry, then it will result
in 3 crores of trees should be planted in Tamil Nadu. While applying for a quarry permit,
they place of proposal of spending five lakh rupees for the development of green belt,
construction of barbed wire fence, but no one followed the above. He informed that the
permitted time for blasting in quarry is between 1 PM to 2 PM, but no quarry was
complying the said rule and also for blasting and they must use the mild detonating
cord but they are using banned chemicals for blasting. He mentioned that a quarry
should start commencing its operation after 7 am and end it before 5 pm and workers of
the quarry should not be allowed into the quarry beyond 5 p.m. The non compliance of
the above is a criminal offense as per law. But the quarry owners detonate at their
convenient time like six o'clock, seven o'clock in the evening. He added that the village
roads were constructed to carry a maximum weight of 20 tons along with the weight of
the lorry. But the lorry with 10 tyre, 12 tyre, 14 tyre which carry a load of 40 ton, 50 ton,
60 ton were using the village roads. After giving this awareness by us to the people a
farmer protested on the road in Kinathukadavu village blocking seven trucks
complaining that the weight of the trucks is more than 20 tonnes. The officials rushed to
the spot and while weighing it was found that the weight as 56 tons and they imposed a
fine of Rs.65,000 per truck. He said that this was the stunt conducted by a simple
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shirtless farmer. Therefore, if a lorry goes past of 7 pm to 5 pm and loaded with more
than three units, we can protest and we have the legal right to stop the lorry and
question it. The Village Administrative Officer, Revenue Inspector will not impose any
fine, we have to make them do. He said that people should aware about whether this
quarry is legal, whether it is eligible to operate legally and whether it is functioning
legally. He stated that as per today weather report, Paramathi in Karur district which
has more number of stone quarries surpasses Vellore district formerly called North
Arcot district by achieving hottest part of Tamil Nadu. He said that this year it is 3
degrees warmer than last year. He mentioned that 1.0 richter earthquake in karur
district and 1.5 richter earthquake ottenchatram, dindigul district, and 3.0 richter
earthquake in Tirupur district were observed thrice and Tirunelveli district where
Kudankulam Nuclear Reactor is located were observed twice so he questioned whether
we are going to perish or live, whether we are going to save or destroy this nature. He
said that our Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu stated that as per report by World
Climate Change Committee within 2050, 25 percent of chennai will be covered by water
and Marina Beach will disappear and we have to take steps to control it. He said that all
we are asking is to protect the water bodies and to increase the water sources. When
talking about this stone quarry, everyone talking only about employment. He mentioned
that we are not talking about whether we should have a quarry or not, it is about
whether this quarry adopts government's rules and regulations or not. He said that
documents published by the government and the laws clearly listed how each quarry
should be operated. As told by a friend, many of those who migrated to hilly areas like
Cudalur and Ooty are from Pudukottai district. He stated that underground water was
available at a low depth in the past in Pudukottai district, so they are used that
underground water to grow cold area plants in Aranthangi, Alangudi and many other
areas. As a result of the entire people of Tamil Nadu was united and fight for Neduvasal
to protect this earth and nature, the Hydrocarbon project of the Gem Laboratories
Company was stopped. So what we are saying is that you should speak the truth, speak
to the government and not speak for someone's self benefit. He informed that to establish
the quarry as per law were there is no kanmai and houses, do mining only up to permitted
quantity, we won't give objection for that. As an alternative to river sand, he suggested that
natural river sand from foreign countries like Indonesia shall be imported. During 2016,
Aravakurichi by-election, the Hon'ble Ex-Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu spoke at
Aravakurichi about the import of foreign river sand and the same was written on their
Facebook page in 2017. He said that we will make you aware in advance about the
consequences and there is waste of complaining about the consequences after they
occurred. The government is well aware of what we are saying and it must be
implemented. As university student like Tamil Karthi have already said that, we will ask
the MLAs, MPs and Hon’ble Ministers who were in the post for 20 to 30 years about
why are there no employment opportunities. There are 90 lakh northerners migrated to
Tamil nadu, but not a single labourer can go to Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram,

Manipur without an inland permit and cannot buy even a cent of land in those cities. He
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stated that our soil is our life, we will make it live, we will protect it and this earth is not
only for humans, but also for plants, vines, birds, tigers, lizards, small creatures, etc. He
insisted that we will protect it. He mentioned that Radhakrishnan stone quarry suppress
the various facts and furnished various fake details in the environmental impact
assessment report after conducting studies on air, water, sound, biodiversity, irees,
birds, animals and other socio-economic environment. He also mentioned that as per
affidavit submitted by the owner to the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board which states
that | hereby certify that the details of the environmental report given are true to the best
of my knowledge and the above statistics and information are true to my knowledge and
that no part of the information, statistics, or information given by me is false and | am
well aware that the project will be rejected and in case of the project is approved, the
permission will be withdrawn at my own expense. He also mentioned that the above
listed discrepancies were taken from the report submitted by the unit. Therefore, he said
that permission should not be given to this project according to law and permission
cannot be given to the stone quarry. He stated that we will protect the nature and we will
all stand together to protect that nature and we have many ways to live and also let's
work that way. He expressed his opposition that the operation of the quarry in violation
of the government rules regulations is a grave like that we cut ourselves and their
support is only for the legal quarry and he stated that permission should not be given to
this illegal stone quarry.

7. Thiru. Karthikeyan, Kulathupatti

He stated that all social activists don't need quarry, but the primary occupation in
this locality is quarrying and working in the crushers. He said that too many people rely
on this work. He questioned that north state peoples are also Indians and whether our
people of Tamilnadu will go to other states to work and also he questioned whether the
people are there asked why you tamil peoples came to work here. He said that north
state peoples are also human beings with equal rights in this land. He stated that they
saying the agricultural lands around quarry are being affected. The government officials
are examining it and giving us what is right and then they said that if the farming lands
are involved, they cannot given the license. He informed that they are saying there are
around kanmais and even now, we are farming and harvesting without any damage. He
said that if there had been any damage and people would have protested against the
quarry operation. Further he informed that they said that quarried excess quantity of
stones against the violation of the law and no one was quarrying excessively. They
talked about the temples and the stones and said that the big temple of Thanjavur was
built on rock. He also informed that quarrying is the source of our livelihood for the
people here and there is no harm to our people due to quarrying. He said that not only
15 people in the quarry are getting employment, but many families are also benefiting.
He added that they said that earthquakes happen because of quarrying, no one can

control nature, and earthquakes happen even in Delhi. He stated that earthquakes are
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not caused by quarries but by natural disasters. He informed that earthquakes and
tsunamis are caused by destroying nature is a false information. The quarry can only be
cut to a permitted area only . Officials will also report on that level. All the officials will
come to the quarry to measure and inspect it. He said that the officials would have
banned the quarry if it were excessively quarried. If not, they would have imposed a
fine. If not, they would have filed a court case and no one breaks rocks in excess. He
added that corona pandemic has affected all industries, not only the quarrying industry,
but quarrying is the daily business for people. He said that all those working in the
quarry were wage laborers. They said that blasting will be done 24 hours a day, and
there is a lot of movement of people around the quarry, such as goat and cow herders
and there will be no movement in that area if blasting is done 24 hours a day. He said
that all this matter is known oniy to those involved in the mining industry and if
necessary, ask the surrounding village to see if there is any harm to them, and if they
complained, you can take action against the quarry. Further he stated that there is no
24-hour blasting in the stone quarries and blasts would be set off only at specific times
mentioned in the rules after properly informing to the people. He stated that they said
that explosives are harm to living things. Only after confirming that there is no human
movement the quarry will be blown up. He also informed that they said that sand should
be imported from abroad, but people do not have money to buy river sand and buy m-
sand, which is lower than that river sand. Therefore, this quarry is necessary for the
people. If there is no quarry, he questioned that how buildings can be constructed. He
registered his support saying that if no quarry is there all the works like buildings, roads
will be challenging and therefore, the stone quarry is necessary for the people and there
is no harm due to this quarry.

8. Thiru. Thangam Adaikan, Kambur Village, Madurai

He stated that in the public hearing meeting of Radhakrishnan stone and gravel
quarry in the preface to this consultation meeting, they explained the groundwater here
is 70.70 meters deep. But there are three quarries near this area, there is a risk of
groundwater going down at some point. He said that this groundwater is not only used
for agriculture, but it can be used for our drinking needs and other living things. He
informed that living here would be difficult for living things if it went away. They say that
only 60 to 50 workers are employed by this quarry. Even if the three nearby quarries are
included, only 150 workers are employed, but the population here is higher. He
questioned that whether there were only so many people in the surrounding villages and
what to do for the rest. He said that there are four kanmais around the quarry, and if
permission is granted, it is illegal, and the permission should be canceled. He
mentioned that there are also wells, and this is an enormous planned conspiracy. The
presence of these wells should not have permitted this quarry. A friend said while
speaking. The legal rule is that this quarry should not be located on agricultural land as

the harvest has just finished in the nearby agricultural lands. But despite that, if
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permission is given to this quarry, it is also against the law and he requested that the
permission of this quarry should be canceled. He further informed that similarly, now
they break this stone and sell sand for ten thousand rupees per ton, but if sand is
imported from abroad, they can sell it for just one thousand rupees per ton of sand. He
stated that we have wasted all our country's soil and need to collect some from now on
and they keep enough sand abroad and sell the rest of the accumulated sand to te
other countries. He also said that it is not wrong to buy from them. Further he informed
that once upon a time, many temples were built in tamil nadu. All the temples were not
built with sand. All were built with stones. They took big stones and carved beautiful
sculptures and built them beautifully, but at that time, was there any sign that a rock,
stone, or hill was broken somewhere, there were no signs anywhere. Because our
forefathers are doing intellectual work based on knowledge, they didn't even break
these rocks to build this temple. He questioned that whether it is fair to break them to
build our house. A mountain is a home for birds, a home for insects, and a home for
animals. He questioned whether it was fair to break it and use it. He said he had been
working in the quarry for 8 years and his father and mother were working in the quarry.
He also said that he had left this and went towards agriculture because he understood
these effects. As long as that quarry is there, we will increase our income and be
prosperous. If that quarry closes, we must go to another town for income. He informed
that if it is different from that, farming should be done here, but if farming is done here,
no crops will come. Due to dust from these quarries and heavy vehicles falling on this
land, the insects and bees are here migrate to another place. Then he stated that when
we do agriculture, agriculture will not prosper. No matter how much we spend, we will
not get the corresponding income. If people permit this quarry despite these, we are not
against it. He mentioned that we also listen to what people say. He expressed his
opposition saying that remember one thing, this quarry will not produce food for income
till the end and if their license expires, they will be closed down and we have to move
towards agriculture or the next towns to earn income.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer informed that the public could submit their
comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The District Environmental Engineer thanked the
Revenue Divisional Officer, Pudukkottai for presiding over the meeting and the other
Government Officials for attending the meeting Thiru. M. Radakrishnan Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, Workers, Project Proponent, NGOs, Press reporters, Police
Officials & general public who participated in the Public Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end.
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Encl.:

1. Attendance sheet of the participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point presentation(B)
3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C)

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D)

,%ﬂ/('}/i;,‘:}; -

District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Dlws'uonalofﬁcep
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Pudukkotfzi. = -
Pudukkottai.
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