Minutes of Public Hearing held on 03.01 .2023 at 11:00 AM in_Hindhu Nadar
Thirumana Mandapam, located at: Keelasurandai , Veerakeralam mpudur Taluk
Taluk Tenkasi District with respect to the project of M/s. R.Ponkaliraj Rou ugh

Stone & Gravel Quarry.— S.F.No. 280/6, Anaikulam Village, Veerakeralam mpudur

Taluk, Tenkasi District
-

Details of participants in this meeting:

1. Mrs. V. Gangadevi - Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tenkasi, Tenkasi District.

2. Mrs.C.Suyambu Thangarani - District Environmental Engineer
Tirunelveli

3. Public and Government officials

Details are attached(Annexure-1)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirunelveli
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer who came to preside over Public hearing and
- all the people and government officials who were present in the meeting. Then, Tenkasi
Revenue Divisional Officer invited the pubhc to give their name and comments one by

one after hearing explanation about project by Project Consultant.

Following this, Mr. B. Swaminathan, Project Consultant for the proposed M/s
G.Karuppasamy Rough Stone, Jelly & Gravel Quarry explained the project details to the
public through Power Point Presentation.

After that, the public began to express their views which are as follows:-

1. Mr. Anthonisamy, Vadiyur ;-

He informed that he is doing architecture related business, and more than 20 -
people are working under him. This quarry is needed for all the people in this area who
are all doing trading and people of neighbouring village of Anaikulam and
Kurichankulam will get the necessary materials for building construction. This area is
barren land and there is no environmental issue. The quarry area is 3 to 4 km from
vadiyur, therefore, it would be useful if permission is granted to set up a Gravel quarry/
S'tc;he quarry here. He also informed that people have to go to Athiyuthu, Alangulam
near Adaikalapattinam to buy M.Sand and Gravel The distance is about 20 to 25 km:
If the distance is near 4 KM, the transportation cost will be reduced. He said that this
will be useful not only for us but also for the workers in the village to build houses.

2. Mr. Lurthu Anthony, Vadivur:-

He informed that there is no adverse impact due to this quarry. If the quarry
comes, 50 people will be get employment and the neighboring villagers will get building
r_naterialé at a low cost. He said that the construction work will be done in addition, sO

that the quarry is good for us. And he requested to grant permission for this quarry.



:3. Mr. Murugesan, Kurichanpatti:-

He informed that this quarry will provide employment to 20 people. People travel
to Athiyuthu, Adaikalapattinam, Mukkudal to get M.sand so, that it will be convenient if

the quarry is opened here.

4. Mr. Abraham Nixan, Kurichanpatti :-

He informed that this quarry is nearer to our Village and he has been workin_g in

t}ﬂs quarry for 10 years. This quarry has not been functioning for two years. As a
) result, 100 families have been affected. The quarry is located in an isolated location at
4 KM on the periphery. There is no harm to anyone. Even a small farm land will not be
éﬁected. Hundreds of families depend on this quarry work, because they don't ‘knc‘Jw'
any other job. They depend this Quarry work so that this quarry must be allowed.. No
tjuilding material is easily available for construction work. It has to be brought from the
periphery of 15 KM so that it involves extra cost. Due to non-availability of construction
materials on time, there is a situation where people go to work and return to home
without work. Gravel, Soil, are not available on time. This quarry is located at a
distance of 4 kms so employment will be available. The price of construction materials
will be decreased. The price is high due to distant area so that common people are
affected. Low income earners are vulnerable to housing. 100 families depend on-this
quarry. Quarrying has not taken place for two years so that livelihood of peoples has
been affected. We rely on wage labour for agricultural work. Quarry work is available
to us throughout the year like government job. There are four villages around our village
and this quarry is our livelihood and this quarry trade has been functioning for 35 years.
There is no damage due to this quarry. Piece of agricultural land is also not affected.
He requested the government to give permission to this quarry. If the quarry does not
'come, our livelihood will be affected. Those who are in construction work will be
affected due to non-availability of materials. People in our village and neighborifg

‘villages will buy construction materials at a lower cost.

5. Mr. K. Shamugadurai, Karaiyalanur:-

He conveyed his thankfulness as the quarry located near his village. 10 to 20
people will get employment. He requested to give permission to this quarry. He also
informed that there will be not any adverse effect on agriculture.

6. Mr. Thiraviyvam, Karaiyalanur:-

i He informed that there is'no harm to anyone due to this quarry. It is in=a forest
area and comfortable for business people. Stones have to be brought from outside to-
bujid a house. So, that, the price is high. He also informed that due to this quarry stone -
rate will be decreased, which is useful for everyone. There are no other quarries in the

neighboring area. Earlier, there was a Govemmeni quarry which has been stopped so
permission must be given for this quarry



7. Mr. S.K.M. Muhammad, Anaikulam:-

He appreciated that for the p}oposed quarry in S.F.No. 280/6 in their village.
Quarry is opened to serve people, the reason is there are more hamlet villages around
it. In hamlets there are small families who can farm on a small scale. Since there are
poor famadlies, if they open a quarry, it will provide stone to the poor people and it will be
a favorable for them to build houses. He also informed that this quarry will aim at
benefitting the poor people and it will be an opportunity for the poor people to build a
house with cheaper cost. Any village will not be disturbed by this quarry. Thefefore, he
requested to grant permission to the quarry without delay.

8. Tmt. Muthulakshmi. Kulayaneri:-

She informed that she wants this quarry. She informed that this quarry has no
problems so that we need a quarry. she said that we will buy stone from the quarry-and
hence requested for quarry.

9. Mr. Mukaiyah, Keelasurandai:-

He informed that it is convenient for us if the stone available on nearby. If the stone
comes from a distance, it will not be affordable for people who have suffered like me, so
that requested for the nearby quarry.

At the end, the District Environmental Engineer, Tirunelveli has informed that all
the views of the public is recorded and will be sent to Tamil Nadu Government State
Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority through TNPCB, Corporate Office,
Chennai and the meeting came to an end. '

District Envi%nqght _ er, Rg_vea@e Divisional
< TamilnaduPollution Cohtrol Board, Tenkasi.
) Tirunelveli.
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