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Name of the Project:

M/s. Om Shri Vari Stones Pvt Ltd with an extent of 4.90.5 Ha at S.F.Nos.
112A, 121A & 12/1B (Part) of Thiruvengaivasal Village & S.F. Nos.236/1A,
236/1B, 236/1C, 236/1D, 236/1E, 236/2, 236/3, 236/4, 236/5, 236/6, 236/7,
236/9, 236/10, 236/11, 236/12, 236/13, 236/14, 19/3, 235/9B & 235/11 of
Panampatti Village, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. H. M. Kulanthaisamy,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
llluppur.

2. Thiru. K. Selvakumar, M.E.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. M. Ramesh,
Revenue Divisional Officer,

Hluppur Taluk.

4. Thiru.V. Ramesh,
Village Administrative Officer

Thiruvengaivasal.



5. Thiru. Rahuram,
Village Administrative Officer

Mathiyanallur.

6. Tmt. N. Marakatham,
Deputy Block Development Officer,
Annavasal Panchayat Union,

Annavasal.

7. Thiru. Aanandamaran,
Sub Inspector,
Annavasal Police Station,

Annavasal,

8. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Pudukkottai District.

List of Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. Shaik Nawas,
Technical Manager,
Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,

Salem.

In the public hearing, 107 persons were participated, including Government Officers,

Project proponents and the general public. (Enclosed video Annexure-A).

Welc te ai istri iro nt

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur who
presided over the function. He welcomed the Tashildar, llluppur and other revenue
officials and other Government Officials. He also welcomed Directors of M/s. Om

Shri Vari Stones Pvt Ltd, Project Proponent, Press, NGOs and general public who



were attended the Public Hearing meeting.

He also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New
Delhi vide EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public
opinion has to be obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added
that the public notice informing the conducting of public hearing was published in
“The Dhinakaran & “The New Indian Express” on 03.05.2023. This public hearing
was conducted for M/s. Om Shri Vari Stones Pvt Ltd with an extent of 4.90.5 Hect
at S.F.Nos. 11/2A, 12/1A & 12/1B (Part) of Thiruvengaivasal Village & S.F.
Nos.236/1A, 236/1B, 236/1C, 236/1D, 236/1E, 236/2, 236/3, 236/4, 236/5, 236/6,
236/7, 236/9, 236/10, 236/11, 236/12, 236/13, 236/14, 19/3, 235/9B & 235/11 of
Panampatti Village, lluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai District to obtain the views of
public.

He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would
be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai

after getting approval from the District Collector, Pudukkottai.

District Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. Om Shri Vari Stones
Pvt Ltd official would explain about the project after that the public could give their

opinion about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer , llluppur

He welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent would
explain about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment
study carried out through Power Point Presentation.

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent:

Thiru. Shaik Nawas, Technical'Manager, Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,
Salem of M/s. Om Shri Vari Stones Pvt Ltd has explained about the details of the
project outlay, Environmental Impact Assessment report and Environmental
Management Plan through Power Point Presentation.{Copy of the detail is enclosed

in Annexure -B)



District Envi LEnai .
The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their

views on this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village
details.

Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

1. Thiru. Sambasivan, Union Councilor, Maruthanthalai

He stated that the comments made in the previous public hearing meeting
would also apply to this meeting. Marudhanthalai and Panambatti were the only
manavari lands that didn't get good rains. He mentioned that there is no Punjai land
and no ponds. Those who have commented previously have said that there is a
pond. But the authorities will investigate and find that there was no such pond as
they mentioned. He mentioned that there are only one hundred acres of manavari
land from where the Stone quarry is located, but there are no ponds within a 4-5
kilometers radius. Those who previously commented here with the above points with
some piece of paper. Therefore, the authorities should not consider those opinions.
He registered his support, by stating that if the stone quarry is established, the

panchayat will get income, and the livelihood of the common people will improve.

2. Thiru. Marimuthu, Maruthanthalai

He welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer, lluppur, Tashildar, llluppur Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board Officers, Police Officers, and the general public who
present in the public hearing meeting. He stated that everyone had expressed many
opinions, but we can only comment on the development of our panchayat. He added
that we know what our panchayat needs. Otherwise, they will say the same as the
people who spoke at the last public hearing meeting and say that it is not right, but
we know what's good for us. He registered his support by stating that there's no

objection to the establishment of this stone quarry.

3. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai

He emphasized that all the violations mentioned in the previous public
hearing will also apply lo this 4.90.5-ha slone quarry. He stated that the government

poramboke land is in the middle of this slone quarry. Yeslerday, a case was heard



in the Madurai bench of the Madras High Court regarding an owner of an authorized
private Stone quarry that had quarried the government poramboke land in
Lembalakudi, Pudukkottai district, without any permission. The court directed the
District Collector to submit a report in that case. He mentioned that the above case
is proof thal such quarries do not even leave the nearby government poramboke
lands and have no second thought to lool them. He pointed oul that this quarry also
has a similar opportunity. He mentioned that the unil authorities reported that
around 50-60 people are needed for this quarry operation, bul we already know that
this quarry is already under operation. The same workers are going to be used for
this quarry as well. Hence, no new job opportunities are likely to be created.
Similarly, tea shops, restaurants, puncture shops, elc., all are already exisling; there
is no opportunity for new shops to develop. Hence, it i1s to note that there is no
benefit to the people from this new_stone quarry. Based on the above points, it is
not appropriate to consider the establishment of this quarry. Further, he slated thal
this locality is a 70% water in safe zone area. Bul if quarry pits were excavaled to a
depth of 145 feet, i.e., 45 meters, then 70% water in the safe zone would be
drastically reduced, and the livelihood of the people will be affected. This fund
allotted by the Stone quarry can be ulilized for temporary drinking water problems
and road probleme for loday's generalion. But for a prolonged period of mining of
mineral resources, i.e., one hundred years or 200 years, it will lead lo unsuslainable
conditions. He added that they said blasting would be carried out only between 1.00
pm to 2 pm. He complained that from my shop in karuvepillai gate, blasting sounds
are observed even during 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm during at night hours. He stated that
he would regisler this as a c:omplaini and give it lo the aulhorities whenever he gels
lime. He mentioned thal the panchayal union councilor said lhere are no ponds in
the nearby vicinity of this proposed Stone quarry, bul he had made this allegation
against the union president to find whomsoever slole the ponds mentioned in this
map, as like in a movie where Vadivelu complaining aboul the missing well. The
union president should consider what | said as a complamt and take action against
the appropriate persons. He criticized ihal the disappearance of the pond is not
something that can be taken lightly. He stated that our country is the first in the
world in terms of population, and people can survive no matter what. But he said
that if there is no food and water, we cannol live. Therefore, priority should be given

to agriculture, and no one has the right t© reduce agriculture that, He added that



these ponds are helpful to carrvout agriculture activity,. He concluded that by
registered his objection againsl this project thal the union councilor must replay his
allegation and take necessary steps to find the ponds and impose severe

punishment on those who stole these ponds,

4. Thiru. Karnan, Piranmalai

He welcomed the officials and general public who were attending this public
hearing meeting. He mentioned that the map furnished by the owner of the quarry
indicates five ponds near the quarry, three ponds within a radius of 300 meters such
as Periyakulam, Periya Kammai, and Thiruvengainathar Kulam and also another
one pond idyankulam was located nearer to the quarry. He added that the above
fact is very well known to the villagers seated here. As | already said that in the
previous meeting, he stated that Siddhannavasal is an archeological symbol of
Tamil Nadu. So it is the duty of the people of this district to protect it. Therefore, he
requested the people to oppose such establishment of new stone quarries. He
concluded that the unit authorities said they would suppress the dust mitigate from
quarry activity by sprinkling water, but no quarry in the Pudukkottai district has
followed it. He registered his opposition views against this project.

5. Thiru. Sathishkumar, Maruthanthalai

He started that on behalf of the youth in the localily; there are no industrial
sectors In our Panambatti panchayal, Marudanthalai village, like in Coimbatore and
Erode. He further added that in the Annavasal panchayat union, all areas, such as
Sithanavasal, Ariyur, Mangudi, Mathiyanallur, Manavelapatti, and Kaladipatti totally
depended on the quarry business only, and that stone quarry is the basic need for
them to.meet daily expenses and many-needs-and-it is-te-note that no-rich people
work here, He also works as a driver in a stone quarry. If it is an industrial area like
Erode, we will leave the quarry and go to work in the factory. He stated that people's
livelihood is low; if there was no stone quarry, there would be no livelihood, and no
one would survive there. He queslioned that 1200 people were working in
Kalgugumailai. If they announce no work in the stone quarry there, where will those
1200 people go to work? He added that the rainfall is not enough here to do good
agriculture; quarrying is the only source of livelihood for us. So we have no objection

to the establishment of this Stone quarry. He stated that. we are looking forward to



this stone quarry establishment. Even the establishment of two quarries is good for
us. He said that we need this quarry because our pecple have no other jobs. He said
that taking the Pudukkottai district, more than ane lakh people and youths like me
are working in this kind of quarry, and wilhoul this quarry. we have no livelihood. He
requested the authorities to give permission for this slone quarry. Therefore, he said
that the youth of our town and the public would not object to the establishment of this
quarry. We don't know about this pollution control or environmental damage that the
government says. Therefore, he requested the autharities lo nstruct the company to
do everything properly. He recorded his support, to this project by saying that he had
faith that the company would do everything properly and authorities should give a

guarantee for the establishment of this Stone quarry.

6. Thiru. Veerakumar, District Secretary, Marxist Communist Party,
Pudukkottai

He said that we are not against stone quarries and want to register the same
points as he mentioned in the previous hearing. The quarrying activity in the old
days was like small-scale breaking the stones based upon the demand and
generating income from it. But, nowadays, it is working as in the corporate seclor.
He added that people were instilled with the hope that the village economy would
grow by handing over the mineral resources o capitalists and exploiters; people
also believed the same. However, he expressed that the opinion of the livelihood of
the people will not improve and the present generation will anly suffer. The person
who spoke earlier said thal the youths are in a situation where they can say that
people's livelihood depends on and if lhere are faclories like Tirupur and Erode
districts, then why would we go to stone quarry Lo look for work? He said that the
village is economically backward without basic facilities: withoul doing it, the
government is still having seen and has the responsibility and duty to do it
Therefore, the right place to hear the above demand is before the government. For
that purpose, people have te fight for it. Bul, if we allow to mine and extract mineral
resources that we cannot create, we will have to leave nothing for future
generations. He added that there is a need to study whether the Stone quarry is in
accordance with the regulations laid down by the Government of India and the
Government of Tamil Nadu. He opposes (his guarry because there are flaws in lhe

report and the information in the reporl is contrary to the truth, and there are



violations in the environmental report based on the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Act

report points out the violation. So all these should be corrected. if the report is true,
then there is no objection to the establishmenl of stone quarry, and he further

staled that they are nol againsl stone quarry. These natural resources should be
conserved and left for future generations. Young people need to learn the
consequences of exploiting resources. He registered his objection against this
project by stating that lhe violation should be investigated and based on that

permission should be given to this quarry.

7. Tmt. Tamilselvi, Maruthanthalai

She stated thal her husband worked in this quarry and settled the marriage
of her all four daughters. Her eldest daughter has completed a bachelor's degree,
and her second daughter has done a master's degree only from the income earned
from this quarry. She further stated that they own no property and that they are
totally relying on this quarry. She said that for the last six months, they had been
suffering a lot because of the non-operation of this stone quarry, and if this stone
quarry was established, they would be able to survive Similarly, she registered her
support to this project by stating thal they promised o provide road and bus

facilities.

8. Thiru. Ramesh, NGO, Maruthanthalai

He welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer, lluppur, Revenue Tashildar, lluppur
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Officers, Police Officers, and the general public
who were presenting this public hearing meeting. He stated that the Panampatti
Panchayat people had not objected to the establishment of this stone quarry
because it is a cottage industry that has been operating for a long time, so he
requesled the officials to grant permission to establish this stone quarry. He
mentioned that a Cauvery Spinning mill at Muthukadu, where more than five
thousand laborers were working in the neighboring panchayat for a long time, got
opposed and flagged by Members of political parties, Associations, and Social
activists; as a result, the spinning mill finally closed. He added that more than 10,000
workers from the nearby Tiruvenkaivasal panchayat and Vellanur panchayat were
working in the factory operating in SIPCOT industrial estate, Pudukkottai and more

than 40 factories there have been closed. Also, in the quarries at Panapatti



panchayat and Siddannavasal panchayats, people from our town worked as drivers
and laborers. Therefore, he requested the authorities accept the people's demands
and grant permission for this stone quarry. He said that now our area is in the
Viralimalai Assembly Constituency, and none of these social activists have come
forward to restore it as the Kulathur Assembly Constituency, and no one has been
able to bring Pudukottai as a Parliamentary Constituency up to date. The people of
the village have supported the establishment of this stone quarry. He registered his
support to this project by stating that, he requested that the authorities accept the

people's demands and grant permission for this stone quarry.

9.Thiru. Mukilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmeni Protection

Movement

Thiruvalar. Om Shri Wari Stones Pvt Ltd from Chennai to establish a stone
quarry in the villages of Panambatti and Thiruvengaivasal. He welcomed the
Chairman of the public hearing meeting Revenue Divisional Officer, lluppur,
Revenue Tashildar, llluppur and convenor of this meeting, the District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, and other department officials, the
people of this area who have participated here, friends who have given letters
supporting the establishment of the quarry from Andhra Pradesh, journalists, various
people's representatives and social activists from this area. He mentioned that this
quarry is located on the north side of the field where the previous public hearing
meeting has conducted the quarry. He said that he expecied lhe stone quarry
supporters who shared their views earlier will say that this quarry operates only from
7 am to 5 pm, this quarry conducts blasting only from 1 pm to 2 pm, has no illegal
blasting, only nanal reed blasting, no more than 20 tonnes weight load trucks were
moving here on rural roads, even if it is a sixteen-wheeler and does not exceed 48
tons in weight, and that everything-is going well. But not even one person among
them reported the above, which saddens him. He further stated that this soil is
common to all; if any area gets hit by Tsunami, even in Pudukkottai, coastal people
here die. Therefore, according to nature, there is no such thing as happening
somewhere, and it will not be affected here. He said that we do not belong to this
region; human beings and nature are connected to one another. He added that when
the protest took place at Neduvasal here, total Tamil Nadu stood with the people.

Therefore, he said that he would present his views on the basis that we have to



protect tomorrow's problems without ignoring them. As already mentioned that, there
are houses in the northern part at a distance of 300 meters from this survey number
where this quarry is located. He mentioned that in the environmental impact
assessment report given by this unit, on page 504, it is clearly shown that the
distance of the house is 350 meters, but as per Google map where the distance is
250 meters. He said that in the middle part of the quarry, there is the government
poramboke land in survey number 236/8, and all the fields around it are owned by
the quarry owners, and they have mentioned in the report that they will not do any
mining work in the survey number 236/8 with a safety distance of 50 m. This is not
practiced anywhere in Tamil Nadu. We were continuously working as social activist.
If a stone quarry starts mining at that place, the government can't go to that
poramboke land without a road; it can't jump from the sky; it can only get there with a
helicopter. He mentioned that there was a fundamental mistake in applying for
permission for this quarry and that the stone quarry in survey numbers 11 and 12 in
Tiruvengaivasal panchayat are separate areas. The stone quarry can always be
granted for adjoining areas. There is no problem if Panampatti and Thiruvenkaivasal
are continuous areas. However, in this stone quarry survey, numbers 11 and 12 in
Thiruvenkaivasal panchayat are separate areas. As per the rules of the government,
permission cannot be given for this. Hence, the quarry applied for separate areas
with government poramboke land in the middle. So according to the law, the
government should not give permission for this quarry. He said that the local people
asked permission for a Stone quarry, but the owner of the Stone quarry is in
Chennai. He came here that he will explain about what are the affects will cause due
to this project. He mentioned that the union councilor said that there is no pond here.
But as per revenue records, there is a pond, and also, in this report, the quarry
owner stated that there is a pond on the north side with a water capacity of 1.25 lakh
kiloliters covering an area of almost 20 acres and another pond with a water capacity
of 25,000 kiloliters of water is covering an area of almost 5 acres. If you want to ask,
you should ask the stone quarry owner, not us, he said. He said that there are 15
ponds in a radius of one kilometre around this quarry, five in a radius of 300 meters,
and seven in a radius of 500 meters. As per the industry report, they have mentioned
that there is a pond, and then commenting here that you are contradicting yourself
by saying there is no pond. First, we have to verify the project document submitted
by the industry is according to the law; it should be seen whether it is reasonable and



that there is a house within a radius of 100 meters and within a radius of 300 meters.
He mentioned that there is a pond and water pumping station within a radius of 500
meters, so it is impossible to give permission for this stone quarry on a legal basis.
According to the completed public hearing meeting, the canal goes to the north side
of the quarry, and the canal goes to the south side of this quarry; if the quarries are
mined up to 155 feet on both the side of the canal, how will there be water in the
canal? How does water get to ponds? he questioned. As per the report, they
mentioned there is no agriculture here. But in the government's Chita report, it has
been given as land where cultivation can be made for three periods. He pointed out
that a friend said that this quarry is located in a place where there is nothing, but the
picture given by the quarry owners shows how many trees there are around the
quarry and how much agriculture there is in the four directions - east, west, north and
south. As a friend said that, there is a pond around; there are agricultural lands, and
the 20 areas where the survey number is divided have been yielded for three
periods. So the question is, what you need lo change is the statement of the
government. A report issued by the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority called "Terms of Reference" (ToR) has given a three-month study of this
quarry's air, soil, water, and biodiversity on 31.1.2022. He pointed out that this is also
mentioned in this report. The ToR was issued by State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority on 31.1.2022. After that, there should be a three-month study.
However, they said they studied from December 1, 2021, to February 28, 2022. How
can a study be conducted before deciding whether or not to allow this quarry to
operate? Can you do whatever you want? If you have the power of money, if you
have the power, you can do whatever you want. Can you bend the law however you
want? he raised questions. According to the law, permission for inspection was given
on 31.01.2022, and the inspection was conducted on December 1, 2021. If an
inspection is conducted two months earlier, then under which law does it come?
Based on which rule? he questioned. Similarly, they have given a laboratory report
and a laboratory which may be located in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, called Enviro
Lab. Already, such companies have given a report using non-existent laboratories. In
Namakkal, a quarry gave a report using a non-existent laboratory called Omega
Laboratory in the name and illegally gave a false report using a laboratory that did
not exist for four years. He said that in the report given by the laboratory, which may

be in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, Enviro lab, it had been mentioned that the project



as Thiruvengaivasal Cluster and stone quarry means that it should be separate. It
should not have been given like this. Because they have separate ToR, if they have
the same ToR, then it would be valid. So, everything is against the rules, he said.
Also, this report on page 218 mentioned a Chinnathambi Stone quarry which is
currently operating at 3.38 hectares in Tiruvengaivasal village, but in the letter from
Assistant Director, Geology & Mining, which is attached on page 265, the
Chinnathambi Stone Quarry has been approved for operation till the seventh month
of 2024 in Perunjunai village. He requested to confirm whether the Chinnathambi
Stone quarry is in Perunjunai or Thiruvenkaivasal village. He accused the company
which gave this report of giving various kinds lof false statistics. He said that he is
constantly saying that a huge drama is going on in the name of the investigation. He
stated that all the studies conducted by this lab do not require electricity. However,
ambient air survey require electricity. It is said in the report that the ambient air
survey was conducted at eight places for three months. If that is the case, he
demanded they that will produce the time list of electricity where the electricity was
taken to conduct the air survey at eight places. If not, we will get them according to
the law. If electricity is taken at a place continuously for three months, the electricity
bill will be higher, and the electricity consumption will be higher. He said that this was
not a matter of concealment. Everything can be viewed on the Google website, and
documents can be easily retrieved if the documents are hidden. Where can
complaints be made if a stone quarry operates according to law? He said that it is
according to the law. Hence permission shall be granted. But he said that this quarry
is outside of the rules and, therefore, the electricity usage measurement of the
places where the air servey has been tested should be reported. Apart from that,
they said that in the future, 53 trucks, 357 pits of 6 m3 ratio, would be blasted daily,
and 828 tons of stones would be taken out. He requested that all the quarries
already operating here be investigated to determine whether they are operating
according to the law. On the basis of one rice padam for one pot of rice, last year,
there were 18 quarries in operation in Uthukuli village in Tirupur district, and after
going to the court and complaining, the court investigation team was inspected the
18 quarries that were operating and 64 non operation quarries and found
irregularities in 82 quarries and imposed a fine of nearly 300 crore rupees on many
quarries and many of them were unable to operate. Last year when there was an

accidenl in a quarry in Aravidhaipankulam village, Tirunelveli district, the government



took direct action, and out of the 55 working quarries there, 54 quarries have
violations, and there is a report that there is no violation in the remaining one quarry.
He also mentioned that out of those 55 quarries, 19 quarries were not eligible to
operate, and the government imposed a fine of nearly 300 crore rupees on all other
quarries. So, what we are saying is not word of mouth. He said that the children
could not go to school today because it was too hot here, and various research
reports said that the activities of the stone quarry were the most important reason for
that. Also, on page 436 of this report, he said that all kinds of safety measures
should be given to the workers. But, based on a series of surveys of many quarries
here, not a single safety object mentioned in this has been placed in any of the
quarries. Are all the stone quarries that will be here in the future who can say this?
he questioned. He requested that this type of safety equipments be brought to the
workers in practice, not just by word of mouth. He said that Chennai-based M/s.Om
Shri Vari Stones Private Limited, company which has applied for permission in
Thiruvenkaivasal and panampatti, is not eligible and legal. Instead of saying that the
panchayat is short of money and there is no employment, he asked the public to
question the two ministers in this district and requested to set up more factories in
SIPCOT located at lluppur area and set up a factory there. He questioned that it is
there that we have to fight and where we are going to live after destroying nature.
Therefore, such practices, extreme heat, climate change, and melting glaciers, He
said that in 2050, 25 percent of Chennai's land would sink into the coast, and the
heat that may be caused by mining in stone quarries will be prevented. In the past,
quarrying was done as a cottage industry and no problem with that. Because they
will mine only up to 10 feet, 20 feet, 30 feet, and 50 feet only. But now, they are
mining more than 500 feet with heavy excavation machineries. There is no work for
the workers here. As mentioned in the report, he said that the mining work would be
done with trained men from Ranchi, employment for 50 people. But local work,
Mastur work, and those wage jobs are only for 20 people, and all other technical
workers, so simple people cannot werk like in the past. He said that there is a quarry
on 24 acres, and they say that according to the calculation, it is three crores, but if
we look at the calculation, it is almost 50 crores. He said that they are not only here;
we know who is behind them in many places. So, we understand this, and it is
against all rules to build this quarry here. He said that if this quarry is established, the

water from the top will go to the pit below, and the rain that falls every now and then



will not stop in the seven ponds here and will go into the quarry, so the groundwater
here will be completely destroyed. All the way to Panampatti; there is paddy growing
in the barren land they said. Therefore, he said that we should not lie and insult our
earth, our mother, for the sake of the company that can produce a monopoly for the
world with a conscience. The project proponent said that we would give permission
to operate only if 2500 trees are planted as per Act. If you look at even one quarry to
see If they have any trees, there is none. They will permit this quarry to operate only
if 2500 trees are planted. This is completely false. He said something that is not
practiced is simply falsely told and conveyed. Therefore, he asked the authorities to
ensure that the quarry operates at the legal time, blasting at the legal time, legal
green belt development, and legal wire fence when the quarry is in operation. Last
February 2022, according to G.0. No. 19, every district collector should visit at least
three to five quarries. The District Revenue Officer shall visit 10 Quarries. He said
that it was mentioned that RDO should visit 25% of quarries in his jurisdiction,
Tahsildar 50% of quarries, the Revenue Inspector 75% of quarries located in his
jurisdiction, and the Village Administrative Officer should visit all the quarries which
are in operation and have completed their operation. When he filed a Right to
Information Act petition and asked who had visited how many quarries, he said that
the number was very less in the Pudukkottai district. So, he said that, the officials in
the government who can get salaries from people's tax money should implement it,
and it is your responsibility. He said that he would inform the above as per G.O. No
19. He said that he had filed a Right to Information Act petition to find out which
authorities are inspecting how many quarries across Tamil Nadu. He said that he
was shouting like a dog to save this land. He said that by spending his own money,
he would come beyond 100 kilometres to create awareness among the people and
that officials who can get a salary from people's tax money should act honestly
towards the soil, the people, the government, and the rules and orders of the
government. Based on our complaint, he asked that all the quarries in the
Pudukkottai district should be inspected in the future, and the report should be given
to the Department of Industries Centre. Houses are located within 300 meters of this
quarry, water pumping stations and Ponds, Lai(es, Kanmai are located within 500
meters, from the quarry site. Also, there is a risk of the canal going between the two
quarries, which could destroy the canal. In Survey No 236, a government-

poramboke land lies between stone quarry. He said that in Survey No of



Thiruvenkaivasal 11 and 12 in two separate areas from the quarry, He added that
the land that can be cultivated has been shown as barren land with various
violations, and the report says that the groundwater is below 70 meters where the
government says that where the area is 70 percent is a safe zone. Therefore, in the
future, we can comment only on the basis of the report given by the government
officials, and we cannot ask anything from the companies;, we ask that the proof
given by the village administrative officer and all the departmental reports should be
attached to it. He thanked the chance for sharing his views and said that we must
safe guard Siddhanavasal, Safe guard Pudukkottai and safe guard Tamil Nadu. As
the government is facing climate change and severe heat here, he asked the
authorities to cooperate to make all the necessary measures to work. He registered
his opposition views against this project by asking that quarry owners and quarry
supporters have to be planted 2000 trees for each quarry as per the government's
regulations and work to plant tree saplings should be done immediately

10. Thiru. M.C. Manoharan, NGO, Marunthanthalai

He welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer, lluppur, Revenue Tashildar, llluppur
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Officers, Police Officers who were presenting
over this public hearing meeting, and the general public who were sitting here and
who had stood up and left immediately after hearing our speech. He said that the
total opinion, the only opinion, is the sounding opinion. He said that all the women
who were sitting here saw us shouting and said that, "Let those who curse, let those
who curse, curse, and those who curse." He said that we are shouting here in vain,
but the people are asking for their livelihoods which should not be taken away or lost
so that they can meet their needs. He said that if we work then only we can eat
food, save our husband, wife, and people. Do not talk disparagingly about the
government, do not talk disparagingly about the Minister, and do not talk about
officials in the public meeting. He said that only opinions should be expressed in a
public hearing meeting. A District Revenue Officer named Sukumaran in 1984; M.A.
graduate, 60 years old. He told that | had questioned him in a peace committee
meeting at Kulathur that his salary is from the tax | remit to the Government from my
hard earned money. He also mentioned that he was doing social service, so he has
the right to enquire 100 people daily that Did Grandpa eat?, Did mom eat? Have you

eaten? He stated that the union councillor, the people's representative have the right



to save this village. He mentioned that we do not belong to distant towns like
Coimbatore and Erode but belong to this village. They listen to people's needs and
rights; they should not take it away. He said that people should ask what is being
taken away and what is the source of labour and livelihood. He said that he is
requesting employment opportunities for the people to survive by breaking stones
from the quarry. There is nothing wrong with what those people ask. They Don't
steal, don't lie, don't rob; if you rob, steal or lie, then you can enquire. He informed
that those people are hard working labourers who stand shoulder to shoulder with
them. He further added that | am not a politician to talk about politics, | do not belong
to any organization, | am recording this entire opinion as we are social activists. He
mentioned his desire as Illuppur Revenue Divisional Officer, has to listen to their
demands and opinions for the benefit of the common people and make a decision.
He said that again that those who talk would leave after talking, those who insult
would leave, and those who insult would Ieavé after insulting. He mentioned that
even though he is not educated for law course they also know legal schemes. He
said that when | was 18 years old, | raised the question with the District Revenue
Officer. That's why | don't want to shout in the name of expressing opinion, and the
living conditions of the people here should be raised: they don't have a job, and they
don't get wages anywhere else, so | am asking for permission to work in this Stone
quarry, he said, and none of us can stop it. The decision of the People's Assembly is
final for all. They are asking for livelihood and labour, and they came with the good
intention of getting that labour and the wages earned through it. He said that they
was sitting in this Public hearing meeting, and after seeing us shouting, everyone got
up and left. Instead of shouting, we have to enquire their needs in a soft manner.
When | went outside and enquired, he mentioned that they were saying, "you people
have anything else to do, everyone is shouting. He added that "We are social
activists and this is our mission. He said everyone knows all rules and regulations,
most have studied BA BL and are qualified to become lawyers. They should be given
an opportunity to work so as their livelihood not to be affected, they should be paid
for their work, you should not deny it, He recorded his support to this project by
stating those they should be given the order to do the Stone quarry work on behalf of

the people of Panampatti, Marudanthalai panchayat.



11. Thiru. Sivakumar, Keeranur'

He welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer, lluppur, Revenue Tashildar,
llluppur, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Officers, Police Officers, and the
general public presenting over this public hearing meeting. He mentioned that earlier
spoken person said quarry is destroying the natural resources here: There is no
alternative opinion that natural resources should be protected. He added that, but in
today's environment, we should use natural resource as it is suitable for human
development and our growing technology, Especially considering the livelihood of
these rural people who do not know any other business except this stone-quarrying
business and hence those people want this quarry. In a situation where the basic
needs of a human being are food, éiothing, and shelter are three important factors;
when a person wants to build a good house and live, He stated that we can get a
solid house only when we take the stones that are under the soil and build a house,
to get that solid house, we need solid stone and a quarry is needed to break that
stone. He said that apart from building of houses using the stones from the quarry,
people are getting chances in this area are allowed to break stones. Further he
added that Pudukkottai is not a big industrial city when a young man speaks that
Pudukkottai district is a parched town and it is a dry region. Also, when brother who
was talking, before me he took a photo of the Eculaptius trees growing in this dry
area and showed it to him. He mentioned that a court order direction that Eculabtius
trees that can destroy the water bodies and should be destroyed. He added that as |
have already said, especially in the Pudukkottai district when it is like that.
Agriculture is definitely not possible in the area where the quarry is located. | am
saying that after listening to the people of this area.; He stated that quarries there are
violations, and when there are violations, there are separate departments to
condemn and punish the violations and the respective departments will take
appropriate action related to that department; He registered his support for this
project by stating that he would like to request the government authorities to permit

the establishment of this quarry as per the Government Rules.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public could submit
their comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The Disirict Environmental Engdineer



thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer, lluppur for presiding over the Public
hearing meeting and the Tashildar, lluppur and the other Government Officials for
attending the meeting. The Directors of the stone quarry, Workers, Project
Proponent, NGOs, Press reporters, Police officials and general public who were
participated in the Public Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end

Encl.:

1. Attendance sheet of the participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point presentation(B)
3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C)

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D)

C)%g ' < o9, *k2q

District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Hluppur.
Pudukkottai.
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