Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Minutes of the Public Hearing meeting of M/s. Navamani Mines Pvt Ltd (Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry) located at S.F.No. 151 & 15/2 of _Sivayam North Village,
Krishnarayapuram Taluk, Karur District over an extent of 2.80.5 Hectares held on
21.06.2023 at 11.00 A.M at Kannan Mahal, No. 53, Vaikainallur Street, Kulithalai Post,
Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District

Participants
1. Thiru. M.Kannan,

District Revenue officer,
Karur.
2. Er.D.Jeyalakshmi,
District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB, Karur.
3. Public — As per List.

District Environmental Engincer:

The District Environmental Engineer, in her welcome address on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, welcomed the entire Participant to
attend the Public hearing Meeting. Also, M/s Navamani Mines Pvt. Ltd. (Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry) had applied to conduct a public hearing meeting regarding the quarry
operation. According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006, Hearing of
public opinion for the above projects has been made mandatory. So the public hearing meeting
is being held today. In this regard, an advertisement has already been published in Dhinakaran
Tamil Newspaper dated 19/05/2023, and The Times of India English newspaper dated
19/05/2023, and copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment report related to this project
have been placed in the District Collector's Office, District Industrial Center, and Panchayat
Union Office, etc one month before for public reference. She also informed that public
announcements about the meeting were made through loudspeakers, distribution of notice, and
posters on June 19, 2023, in Sivayam and surrounding Villages. She also informed that the
summary report in Tamil and English related to the said project has also been uploaded on the
website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for public viewing. Then she asked the

District Revenue Officer to preside over the meeting.
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District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the Participant
to the public hearing meeting. M/s. Navamani Mines Pvt Ltd (Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry) located at S.F.No. 15/1 & 15/2 of Sivayam North Village, Krishnarayapuram Taluk,
Karur District over an extent of 2.80.5 Hectares has come for public hearing meetings and
being conducted as per government guidelines. He also said that the information related to the
project has already been uploaded to the websites. He then asked the general public to express
their views clearly and concisely, without any hesitation. He informed us that all the opinions
of the public participating in this meeting will be forwarded to the government without any
diserimination. He also said that the project consultants of the company are currently going to
explain the information related to this project to public.

Environmental Consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions

He said that all departmental government officials including District Revenue Officer
and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and Police officers are
welcomed to participate in this public hearing meeting. He explained the details of the
proposed project as follows.

1. An introduction to mining

2. Location map of the project site

3, Project details of mining

4. Features surrounding the project site

5. Satellite image - 500 m radius

6. Photograph of project site

7 Reserves of mineral resources and quantities propo sed to be mined

8. Details of existing tunnels — 500 m circumference

9. Features within 10 km radius

10, Tand use within 10 km radius

11. 10 km circumference base data map

12. Basic environmental monitoring

13. Map of soil sample collection location

14. Land environment

15. Soil environment

16. Satellite image of water quality analysis

17. Photograph of wind direction



18. Map of location where air monitoring was done

19. Results of air monitoring study

20. Satellite map of sound level survey

21. Results of volume study

22. Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures

23. Environmental Impact Assessment

24. Mitigation measures

25. Anticipated environmental noise impacts and preventive measures
26. Anticipated Environmental Water Environment Impacts and Preventive Measures
27. Water sprinkling on roads

28. Development of green belt.

29. Technology and Site

30. Plan Benefits

31. Conclusion

District Environmental Engineer:

She asked the public to register their name and address and give their opinion on the
project accordingly.
1. Mr. Parthiban, Sivayam :

He said his name is Parthiban, hailed from Sivayam North Village, and also he is an
M.A graduate. He said that there is no problem with the setting up of the quarry. Directly and
indirectly, they are broviding more employment, and they have built schools, hospitals, and
related public services. He concluded his speech by saying that if the quarry is established,
more aid will be available.

2. Mr. R, Prakash, Ayyarmalai:

Greetings to everyone. If the quarry was formed here, we will get a lot of employment.
Otherwise, He said that if he had to go to work, he would have lo go too far like Karur &
Trichy. And the M-sand can be purchased at a lower price. He concluded his speech by saying
that the quarry has many benefits for the people.

3. Mrs. Backiyam, Ayyarmalai:
She said that she has no objection to quarrying as she gets employment, get all the

goods at a low price, and they do a lot of good things to the people.



4. Mrs. Eswari, Sivayam:

She said that everyone in his family is a lorry driver, and they are living in local

because of this quarry.
5. Mr. Jyoti, Ayyarmalai:

He said that they are giving us every opportunity and help.
6. Mr. Velmurugan, Shivayam:

He said that the quarrying was welcomed one, and he had no objection. He requested
to apply the insurance for workers who are employed there.
7. Mr. Mahendran, Ayyarmalai:

He extended his greeting to all the participating government officials, including the
District Revenue Officer and the District Environmental Engineer. He said that he had no
objection and then said that the quarry was following all the laws and that the quarry would
provide employment to 50 people nearby. And through this quarry, they are able to get sand at
a low cost. He said that they are planting trees on the roadsides around the quarry, and they
have installed CCTV camera in the schools. And he concluded his speech by saying that the
quarry owner is encouraging the educated people. So, no objection for granting permission to
quarrying.

8. Mr. Sathish, Irumboothipatty:
He greeted everyone and he said there is no problem with this quarrying work. Sand

has to be brought from Trichy to build a house. But he said that due to this quarry, it is
available at a lower price, and there is no harm to the people. He also asked them to cover the
sand with a tarpaulin while transporting the M sand in the trucks.
9. Mr. Bhupathi, Ayyarmalai:

He greeted everyone. They are providing a lot of welfare assistance to our Village,
Annadanam and necessary assistance to schools. So he said there is no objection.
10. Mr. Panneerselvam, Saravanapuram:

He said that he had no problem with the quarry and that it was providing employment
both directly and indirectly. He said that they provided sand for temple construction. He
therefore said that he had no objection to granting permission for the quarry.

11. Mr. Sivakumar, Kotamedu:

He extended his greetings to the government officials and all. They have planted more
trees around this quarry. He said that there was no impact on the environment. Then he

requested to provide employment to the students studying at the nearby college.



12. Mr. Praveen, Shivayam:

He thanked all the government officials. He expressed his view by saying that if this
quarry is established, construction materials will be available at very low cost to the poor, and
they will benefit, and he has no objection.

13. Mr. Vijayan, Cauvery River Conservation Mission, Karur:

The District Revenue Officer, Officials from Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Engineer, Police, Public, and Social Activists who are visiting the meeting, he expressed his
greetings. Adjacent to the quarry, there is the famous Ratnagiriswarar temple. There is an old
Shiva temple in Sivayam Village. A joint drinking water scheme is along the road. He said
that the school and government colleges are nearby. These will be affected by quarrying. He
also said that the environment would be polluted. So he concluded his speech by saying that
quarrying should not be allowed.

14. Mr. Shanmugam, Karur:

The District Revenue Officer, District Environmental Engineer, Police, and Public and
social activists who are participating the meeting, he expressed his greetings. How much
environmental impact does a quarry site have? He said that a hearing is being held on how to
rectify the environmental impact. Quarries can be operated only as per the Minor Minerals Act
1959, and the Navamani Mines quarry is located in an area of only 2 hectares. There should be
no approved dwellings within a 300-meter radius of the quarry. But within a radius of 200
meters, nearly 4 to 5 houses are available. These are shown in the FMB and Environmental
Impact Assessment report. There are also many houses within a radius of 300 meters and
green houses on the west side. These are also shown on the field map. This is a violation. So
he said that permission should not be given to this quarry.

There is a carriageway in the middle of this quarry. It was shown in the project report
of SEIAA. Quarry work should be done 10 meters away i there is a carriageway. But here it
i niearby therefore the quarry is not-eligible for approval, he said.

Around 84 percent of this quarry is agricultural land. This will affect agriculture. At a
cadius of 300 meters, there is the Rathinagiriswarar Temple. Also around the temple, there are
water bodies, ponds, and reservoirs. He also said that the Rathinagiriswarar Temple Rope car
project is coming up, and all these will be affected when the quarry is blasted.

No green belt has been developed around this quarry. There is no wire fence. He said
that not only this quarry but all the quarries are like this. These mistakes will cause more

damage to the environment. There is a possibility of children accidentally falling into the



quarry and dying, and a barrier should be erected before quarrying. But it is not set up here.

Only one quarry is allowed here. But he said that during the inspection, the lease expired
" quarries also were in operation. He concluded his speech by emphasizing that permission

should not be given to this stone quarry for such violations.

15. Mr. Mukilan, Coordinator Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Committee, Karur:

He said he would like to say his greetings to the District Revenue Officer, the District
Environmental Engineer, and the officers of various departments, the quary owners, the people
brought by the quarry owners, the social activists who have come to give petition, the social
activists, and the friends of the press. .

I joined the investigation team related to Granite corruption in Madurai District for 13
months and also worked in the investigation team that calculated the corruption worth one
lakh eleven thousand crores. He said that he will continue to strive to protect the land and the
people. He said that the posters of the hearing meeting were only seen in Sivayam North
Panchayat Union.He said that no posters could be found in Ayyarmalai or its surrounding area
and only kept in the Village Administration Office. Therefore, he requested that more than
100 posters be pasted not only, but in a radius of 10 kilometers around areas affected by the
mine.

Therefore, he insisted that the people should be given a chance to know and express
their views in a democratic way. You spend two lakhs and advertise in newspapers all over
Tamil Nadu. But the local people do not know that the hearing is being held here. Therefore,
he insisted on making arrangements for the same, for example the District Collector of
Madurai.

He said there were no attachments in the report and 40 types of documents were to be
attached. But said that only 15 types of documents are attached. Then he said that there was no
village map. When T ask the Village Administration Officer for the village map, he says that
there is no village map for Sivayam North village. Then how can we know the details about
the village? He raised the question. This is a public hearing. Water will be polluted if it comes
like Soil pollution, Noise pollution. The project officer himself said that the socio-economics
will be affected. Then how can we know if there is no village map in this project report. So he
raised the question where to know the real details about the quarry.

He also said that in this report, no evidence of Village Administrative Officer,
Tasildhar, Revenue Officer, AD Mines has been enclosed. The process report of the

neighbouring field is not enclosed. Quarries are located in SF No.13,14,30,31 and 212 near




this quarry. The process order for those quarries is not attached. He said that it is not known
on the basis of which rule this quarry will be operated. Ie asked the District Administration
and the District Environmental Engineer to attach all such documents in future.

Also, M/s Navamani Mines Blue Metals is in trouble. One person died last month. He
asked the District Administrative Officer to say that he did not know how it was and that the
legislator was sitting inside the quarry and there was compound wall around the quarry and no
one was allowed inside.

First, Mr. Mani asked for permission for quarry, and today Mr. Palaniyandi's son,
Vimalathithan (son of the legislator) has asked for permission. So it is legislator’s quarry.
Earlier, the Assembly member said that the permission for quarrying in field no. 2/2 had
expired on September 2019. But it is still running. He also said that under the Green Tribunal
order, SEIAA and TNPCB have investigated it and imposed a fine of several crores of rupees.
So, when people in power come into the mining industry, they should know all kinds of
documents, right? He questioned. He then raised the question of whether a public hearing
meeting was being held in favor of the legislator and whether these documents had been
hidden for that purpose. However, he directly alleged that all these documents were hidden for
the sake of the ruling party legislator and his family.

Those who spoke about this quarry said that there would be no air pollution, no water
pollution, and no noise pollution. So that permission could be given for this quarry, then it
doesn't matter. 1t is true that 50 people will get employment. But there are only 10 local
workers. Because last month the North State man died so that that no one will come to work
he said. Then, if blasting is to be done, only trained people from Ranchi and do the blasting.
Therefore, he said, only trained workers can be there. He said that 10 people can work as truck
drivers without getting any training,

Rule 36(1) of the Minerals Rules (1959) clearly states among these are the basic rules
for establish a quarry. According to-that rule; there should be no.approved houses or dwellings
within 300 meters of the quarry field. He said that the law is no quarry should be established
even if there are any of the house noted within 300m in field maps, A-registers, Village maps,
and tax-paid houses of the Panchayat and DTCP-approved areas.

One quarry permit was completed in 2014 in Tirunelveli District. After that, they asked
permission for quarrying. People were protested. After that. no permission was given. The
owner of the quarry filed a lawsuit after planning to build a government art college at a

distance of 300 meters from the quarry at a cost of 11 crore rupees and after the construction
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work was completed at a cost of 6 crore rupees. Now the construction work on that college has
been stopped. The quarry owner gave 9 acres 10 another person and said that there is a
problem in Tirunelveli and people are fighting there. That means you should not build a house
where there is a quarry. Patta land may be situated. Anything can be. But don't build a house.
Against the law. Therefore, the same is true for the construction of the Government College of
Arts. whose construction has been stopped at a cost of Rs. 6 crore. The quarry located at SF
No. 15 has been mined twice. Again, the ask permission for quarrying at a depth of 38 meters.

Also, their documentation states that there is no house or dwelling within these 300
meters. In the said registration document, the Approved land of Shanmugapuram of DTCP
Approval No. 347/2019 is located at a distance of 2 meters in plot no. 6. These housing units
were approved by DTCP during 2018. VAO, Tahsildar, and AD Mines have given permission
to establish a quarry in such a place, contrary to the law and against their responsibilities.
Today they have brought you here. He expressed his apprehension at how bad the scandal
was. Is it for fooling people? Cheating the government? Cheating society? he asked. How bad
of a scam is this? He expressed concern that this should be seen in practice.

Also, he said, if the government officials are working for a legislator and his family,
then where can this country go? They did whatever they wanted for that day and conducted a
pubic hearing meeting. Because there is no study for that day. There is no resistance. Because
they excavate stones from quarries to build buildings and use them to make roads. But in
2017, the protest against sand robbery and the Supreme Court case regarding the protection of
the Cauvery River ordered sand mining in the river is to stop. It can be seen that the operation
of the quarry is highly illegal due to the production of M-Sand. Doesn’t know the local
Tasidhar that the quarry would cause problems? VAO doesn't know? Don't you know AD
Mines? That is why we are asking them to issue a statement. All their report is nothing. It
contains only the statements given by the companies. There are no approved houses within
300 meters, There are no-houses. But-really; it's-all there. Since we had it then, it was
convenient to see, know, and take it all in. If not, how? He asked the question. Therefore,
permission for this quarry cannot and should not be given, as there are many approved houses
more than 40 houses. It is illegality, even if given. If permission is granted, the court will have
to go.

He also said that there should not be houses within 300 meters of the next one. Then,
this quarry SF No. 15 in its eastern part, and buildings are built, in the northern parts of SI' No.

16. Similarly, there are houses in SF No. 29, south side. Similarly, there are houses in SF No.



241. He said that when there are so many houses, they have not shown these houses and have
kept the report completely hidden. This is a document declared by the government. If you look
at this plot in SF.NO. 16, it shows that there are houses in many places. He said that this is the
situation exists in all places.

Therefore, per-missit)n for this quarry cannot be given as there are many approved
houses. Further, Minor Minerals Rules 36(1) clearly states that no minor mineral shall be
mined if any of the local bodies or the Central, State, or Water and Drainage Board projects
are located within a 500-meter radius of any of the primary works, water intake systems, water
development arrangements, or bridges. This quarry is located in SF No. 15. In the est side of
SF No. 15, and western side of SF No. 17, there is an overhead water storage tank on the east
side of the road, on the west side of Ayyarmalai in the eastern part. Then, at a distance of 500
meters, there is an overhead reservoir, No one has given an account of this. Not only that, the
government has already put a war zone on the south side of SF No. 17 of this quarry. It can be
seen from the road. Then, within 500 meters, there is an overhead water tank and a water
loading station. He said that permission for this quarry cannot be given in such a situation.

He also said that when a quarry is built, they say that if there are paths inside the
quarry, then they should not grant permission. He pointed out that this is the summary report
that could have been issued by the same quarry in Tamil. This image, which can be found on
page 7 of the summary in Tamil, has been shown as Satellite Image B1 of the project site. The
owner of the quarry says that we are going to use this footpath as Approch Road in the middle
of SF No. 13 and 14, where there is a quarry. The truck goes like this in the middle of the
quarry. Then, if there is a truck, a carriageway, or a footpath, the quarry should be left 10
meters apart. That means 35 feet of footprint. But these thing is told in report. This is the
picture they showed. Similarly, SF No. 15 is shown in this Topo sketch. To the south of SF
No. 12, if you look at SF No. 18, the stream will come like this: But he said that this stream is
ot showt in Field No. 15. I have already told it many times. Here, they are working illegally
in many quarries. If the stream falls in SF No. 18, it should also be shown in SF No. 15. But it
is not shown. It present in FMB given by VAO and Village Map given by VAO. They are
hidden. But we don't know all that. Then they have come to this quarry by hiding the flow of
the stream. This is seen in Satilite Map. There are records shown in the survey report of
Satellite Map; who may have come to this quarry. So, they hide the existence of the path; they
hide the existence of the stream; they hide the existence of the house. After hiding everything

like this, permission is given for this quarry. This is a very embarrassing situation for the
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District. Because if the authorities hide the documents like this, whom do we go to and
complain to? He asked the question. An assembly member illegally runs a quarry in his son's
name, and a hasty hearing is held. He said that if there is, all this opportunity will be in charge
of authority, and being a member of the legislature, I will put the question before you whether
to do this.

He also said that Honorable Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin came here to
campaign for election in Karur District. The News article had been published in Mursoli
saying that people like Mukhilan are fighting against sand robbery, so they are facing false
charges and getting jail time. That is how they ask for votes in Karur. I am not saying that
Minister Vijayabaskar is conducting quarry illegally, said by Chief Minister Mr. M. K. Stalin.
Can he do those jobs himself after coming to power today? Is it fair? Dharma? Humanitarian
action? Think about it. The person who spoke said that if they do the same work today, That’s
why we are putting our statement before you.

He further said that if everything was right, we would not have talked, but here comes
the need to talk. In the case of quarries, a wire fence should be erected when a quarry starts
working. If the wire fence is not erected, the Consent To Operate will not be granted by the
Pollution Control Board. The State Environment Impact Assessment Committee will provide
EC. But the pollution control board should see if the wire fence, boundary line, name board,
and green belt are in place and give a signal. Now the new quarry is just up the road from four
other quarries. Looking at it, no quarry has a wire fence. There is no barbed wire even in the
quarry where respected District Revenue Officers and District Environmental Engincers used
their position to pressure illegal quarrying of multi-crore rupees despite being members of the
Legislative Assembly. There is no green belt. No wire fence? How? We have told it many
times. Arumugasamy has looted the rivers in our District and washed them with sand. They
become pit sand and die if anyone step into the river to bath. In 10 years, more than 200
people have been killed in our Karur distriet. How many-people have been killed due to
Arumugasamy's sand robbery with the help of officials? Told our District head several times
to put barricades on the banks of the river. 300 rupees per 1 meter for barricades. So, we have
asked to put it. The 40-kilometer-stretch Kaveri River passes through Karur District. How
many lives can be saved if barriers cost 1 1/4 crore rupees? More than 12 people died last year
alone. 12 people, including a Pudukottai school girl, have died in our District. Death happens
every day. It is not visible in the quarries, and if you die in the quarries, it is completely

covered and hidden. Even so, he said that 67 people died in Tamil Nadu last year.
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And he said, if it is the result of not putting up a wire fence, why not put up a wire
fence? Navamani Bluemetal has already been bought from Mani in November 2022 by the
present legislator. This has been included in the Navamani Mines documents. As of November
1. 2022, the quarry is in the name of the legislator's son. There is no barbed wire fence, not
only barbed wire fence but also illegally registered in SF No. 2. On the 13th and 14th, they
take over the quarry and drive it along with the Navamani Crusher. A blue metal crusher that
can be called Rathnagiriswarar temple is still running today. People say. They drive alternately
during the day and night. If you are a member of the Legislature, if you have the power, can
you commit any mistakes? He questioned. Now they have imposed a fine of several crores.
But even if you go now, you can be fined Rs. 5 crore. Can a legislator commit such atrocities
from his position? He said that only one quarry (Mr, Jayamani's quarry) is allowed until
December 5, 2023, in field no. 303, which may be on the south side and is operating illegally
without fencing.

He further said that the same SF No. 30/1A, 30/1B Rathinagiriswarar Quarry is
expired. Why did they break those rules? Why is it illegal to do so? Everyone knows that if the
quarry is to operate, it must operate from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Not a single stone should be carted
away. By blasting, they should be blasted from 1 to 2 p.m. They will not say this. They will
not say this in the project summary report. They said that they are paying a stipend. We have
in our hands the book of microminerals. All this is said in the book. If it is after 5 clock, then
it is theft. If it is more than 5’0 clock, this is robbery of community property. So, the entire
quarry is like this. Should those who know the law tell others when they make a mistake?
Said.

So I request that you take appropriate action and investigate this. Next to that, please
indicate the boundary stone for all quarrying. There is no boundary stone. There is no map of
any quarry. After finishing 10 km, sir or madam, both of you can go to Karur and see if there
is-a map of any quarry. He questioned. 1000/~ fine-for not wearing-a helmet. It's all about
playing with life. So, do it. Sir, when he was talking, he said that every quarry will put 500 or
1000 trees, of which they say we will bring 800 anyway. This year, in 2022-2023, the Tamil
Nadu government is doing tree planting work by taking 2.47 crore trees from people's tax
money. This year too, 2 1/2 crore trees are being planted. The Pollution Control Board has
taken this decision. People's tax money is a drain! Drinking water! Rodo, the taxes I can pay
that come in something. This is how much money is spent on planting trees. We didn't mean it

wrong, Because a green zone should be created here. They say that we will plant a thousand
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trees. There is not even a one tree. A friend said that they have planted trees very beautifully.

It doesn't matter in which quarry it is. We have taken a photo and brought it. Not planted in
any quarry. So where is the 1000 numbers of tree? Three quarries have been expired this year.
Where is the tree? 40,000 trees were planted in Mamarathupatti along with Tamil Nadu
Minister Udayanidhi Stalin. Today, there are only 400 trees near the river bank, and another
30,600 trees are missing. The minister came and planted 40,000 trees but there are about 400
trees. Water is available only in all quarries. All they have to do is to plant trees. He explained
why the authorities could not hear it.

He also said that the Tirupur District Collector had canceled the license in 2009 for not
erecting a green wall in Ramakrishna Kalkwari of the respected Palladam circle. I was wrong.
Cancelled on 7/9. The Tirupur District administration canceled the permission given to the
quarry for not constructing a green wall. But we talk a lot here. We have a lot going on; but
the absence of a change in quarries is not limited to North Shivaayam. That is the story of all
the 300 quarries in Karur district. Government or people? Quarry? Who is this government
for? That he was putting forward the question he said. Please order, sir, he said.

He demanded that the quarries be operated only after the trees reached a certain height.
A 3.2-magnitude earthquake hit Karur District today. Karur District is the hottest district in
Tamil Nadu. 110 degrees Fahrenheit today in Karur district, TV says. Karur Paramathi, Erode,
Vellore District, and Chennai Meenambakkam areas are hot and stuck in such a hot area, Last
week, the Chief Minister said that the Ministry of Climate Change and the Ministry of
Environment, through the Ministry of Forests, had given a report on climate change. That is,
the heat is increasing and going away. He said that if the temperature continues to increase
like this, in 2050, 25 percent of Chennai will be submerged in the sea.

He also said that Chennai and Tamil Nadu will escape only if the green zone is raised.
So who is responsible for fixing it? He raised the question. That duty is yours too. It is your
duty-to-enforce it: You do-it. He said he didn't ask-for-anything other-than that. We are-asking
you to take action against the illegal ones. No wire fence, No name plate. The boundary stone
was not planted. The green belt was not developed; nothing was done. Not only that.
Everywere look like that. Sir, but water is being stolen at night in all three quarry located in S
F. No. 2, SF No. 13, and 14, and SF. No. 30/1A, 30/1B. He said that there is nothing that sir
does not know. A quarry is only the surface space owned by the owner. Everything below the
soil belongs to the government. That is why they are referred to as quarry leaser. The quarry is

leased. No one owns the quarry. He said that it is wrong to say that the lessee of the quarry is
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the owner of the quarry. He further said that it is the quarry lessee, which is clearly stated in
the lessee's circular. That is, if the quarry permit is possible, a wire fence should be erected
around the quarry and enclosed. If we want to draw water, can our collector give permission to
the District administration? No; he said You can go to the Chief Secretariat and get permission
to draw water, but without such a purchase, billions of liters of water are consumed daily in
Palaniandi, their field number. In 2nd, Palaniandi’s son takes water to crush m-sand from a
30/1A, 30/1B quarry, which can be here in B14, which can be in their northern field. Tell me
to stop immediately, sir. I told you last week too. Without rainwater, agriculture was
ruined.He told. Please go and see that the whole area is not suitable for agriculture, and they
have put a boundary stone for the quarry. The assembly member has given a report for the
election: Field No. 2 is agricultural land, and Field No. 3 is agricultural land. He has told that
it is excellent agricultural land. He has cultivated sugarcane on the north side of this field. He
planted corn on the south side. This summer too, says the planner. 31 wells surround this
quarry. They say that the depth of the quarry for which permission has been sought for Field
No. 15 is 38 meters, so a depth of almost 110 feet is to be excavated. What is the condition of
the surrounding 31 wells when cutting like that? he asked. There is no report of what
happened to the irrigation of the wells today, as the quarry has already been cut. After seeing
it, they put 31 wells in the project report. There is no statement of what is the water level of
the 31 wells. If the quarry is excavated like this, the Water on this well will also go to the pit.
He said, "Where do you go for water? Where do you go for agriculture?"

And he is wearing a green towel. He is in agriculture. He has also come and
participated in agriculture-rclated meetings with us. Destroy agriculture? You say, Don't
excavale stones. You say, not to take sand. You may ask us what to do with sand. Shouldn't
we all build houses? Can we get sand that much easy way? I did not say that the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu in the 2017 Cauvery River Conservation committe made a demand.
The dentand is that natural Tiver sand can be imported from abroad. All possible dams in
Tamil Nadu have not been drained since their construction. We said that dredging would get
more sand than Tamil Nadu needs. The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu posted it on his
Facebook page in English and Tamil. Already in 2017, when all sand mining was stopped, the
Tamil Nadu government issued a government order to import 5.00,000 metric tons of natural
river sand from abroad. Even after the DMK came to power, the decree remained in place until

the 6th month of 2022. Another request is to import 15,00,000 metric tons of natural river sand
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per month from abroad. Sand in the river should be disposed of in tsunami- and earthquake-
prone areas. There, they build houses using trees.

Also, hundreds of companies are ready to import sand daily for 1000 rupees at
Kamaraj Port, Chennai Ennur Port and Tuticorin Port. This is not only the Tamil Nadu
Environment protection committe, not only the Cauvery River Protection committe, but
Ashok, who was a retired Superintendent, Chief Engineer in the Tamil Nadu Public Works
Department, has put forward this demand. The problem is that if T buy this sand from abroad,
it costs 4000 rupees per ton. Even the transport charge does not come up to this amount. Can
anyone testify that it is difficult to buy sand today? In Tamil Nadu, we have been screaming
like a bear for 2 years. When Corona came into town, you set up a lab to check the blood
sample. We are building a house for 1 crore rupees for those who deceive middle-class
families. He said that this sand is of good quality to build a house, and we will pay 40000
rupees to buy it. If you ask them to buy a thousand rupees for a test and bring such a lab, they
will not do it. A building built in Chennai falls apart if touched by hand before finishing the
construction. Today, they pulled it and closed it. I heard 50 percent M-sand is mixed with
waste sand. We have a record from the owners of M sand. He said that a building that can be
built today with 30 percent or 50 percent waste sand and cement will have a life of almost 80
years.

Also, they are demolishing the Karur bus stand this year in the age of 40 years. But all
the buildings that are built with M-Sand will not last even for 20 years, and that is the
condition in which the mix, all commission, and houses that people can build will remain. We
say we will protect the future. What excuses are we making? It is the responsibility of the
government to fix it. IIT, Chennai has investigated and reported that there is a lot of medical
waste in the Cauvery River, and no sand has been added to the river for 1 year. The Chief
Secretary is petitioning them, saying, don't open this waste to us. From Karnataka, we think of
water is coming from Karnataka. But Bangalore's total sewage comes from Karnataka, We
think that the Madras region is polluted by sewage. But Bangalore Sewerage from Mettur to
Jaderpalayam does not have a single handful of sand; it is full of rock, and the water comes
without any treatment. Sand treatments in the Cauvery River, Noyal River, Bhavani River, and
Amaravati River have all been destroyed. If the river wants water, the sand will not come.
This is dangerous. We are stockpiling for the future. But today in Erode district, one member
of the family has cancer, and one member of the family have infertility. Karur District has also

changed. If you continue to use this water, you will also get cancer, thyroid disease, skin
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disease, and kidney damage, according to a report by IIT. Who is responsible for this? It is the
- government and its officials who are responsible, We say alternative, do it; don't act only
during election time. A responsible politician should always work for the people.

He further said that today's protests may be about the Kudankulam Nuclear Reactor,
Sterlite, hydrocarbon, and sand robbery. We have solution for everything. Please change the
pessimistic power the people had under the previous regime, and you must be honest. Be
honest. He said that we are also registering a request to import artificial river sand here.

And, next to that, a friend said that they paid Rs 5,00,000 to build a temple in our
village. Trucks of more than 20 tons should not be allowed on rural panchayat union roads. I
didn't say this; if you go to Mines office, the board would have been placed before. Similarly,
on National Highways, State Highways, District Roads and other Roads has permit 6-ton
vehicles, 16-ton trucks, 10-ton trucks, 26-ton trucks, 18-ton trucks, 36-ton trucks, and 48-ton
trucks. But on rural roads, a 10-wheel tipper is carrying 50 or 60 tons. If one Km road is
damaged, the government spends 1 crore rupees. He said that they are giving 5 lakh rupees.
How much will they donate to run this quarry? He questioned. Drinking water, sanitation, and
medicines are being built at the quarries at a cost of Thousands of crores of rupees through
people's Tax money. If it is said that there are 9000 quaries and the amount spent on roads for
these quaries is 15 thousand crore rupees in a year, then what is the justification? What virtue
is there? He posed the question.

Also, if the poor people take the tax money and give it a lot for quarries, Even if we
buy 1 match box, we pay 18 paisa as a tax. We pay 35 percent in tax. In the restaurants we
have eat, pay 2 percent as Tax. There is so much that can be said and shown. How is
everyone's money going? Your money, My money, all the money that can be here is going to
the individual quarry owners. So what do they do to people? Kalquari blasts 1 and 2 in the
afternoon without any sound, like firecrackers, and if one blast goes off, another blast takes 28
secotids, Have you ever-heard-this-sound-at-home?-1f-it-explodes, all the children will run
away. How many goats and cows have this problem? That is the truth. In how many quarries
do we have accidents and take people to the hospital? So is the law just a piece of paper? Visit
those quarries today at 2 p.m. He said that they are firing 1 stick and 2 blasts, and that is not a
reed blast. What to do with respect to the law. They say that if an ordinary farmer makes a
mistake, he will be hanged. What action is taken against those who have committed so many
crimes? asked the question. It must be said that they are using illegal blasting. But the

explosives bought illegally. Then which explosive should be tested? That's right. What would
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happen if the same explosives went beyond the quarry? He raised the question. So you have to
take all such things into account. Next, there is a plan to set up a rope car in Ayyarmalai for
several years. When we inquired, they said that there is no plan to establish this rope car
because of the pressure from quarry owners to government officials who came there. But he
said that if the rope car is installed, M-Sand crusher dust and blasting dust will come here, and
this is the reason why the project is not coming due to their pressure, which will also affect the
rope car. In Ayyarmalai, the quarry owners, especially the Srirangam legislator and his family
members, directly denied. Then the government should take appropriate action on this. He
also requested to implement the rope car project in Ayyarmalai.

Similarly, the Project Proponent has told that there is no mountain for 10 kilometers
around this quarry. He questioned when there is Ayyarmalai at a distance of 400 meters and
350 meters from the quarry; whether Ayyarmalai mountain is not there. He asked, "I don't
know what you have marked as a mountain." You have said it often. He said there are two
things to say: that there is no mountain for the circumference of 10 and 15 km could be there.
May be there! May not be! He also said that we will ask only if it is in the mountain
documents. He said that even if four of them were blown up and taken away, they would go
away. So what is the purpose of saying that there is no mountain around 10 kilometers when
there is a visible mountain in front of your eyes?asked the question. We appreciate it if it's
right. He said that we are in a position to point out if it is wrong. There are responsibilities and
obligations. They said that there is no archeological sign within a radius of 10 kilometers. But
in the Power Point presentation shown now, they have said that the Jain sculpture is 3.7
Kilometers away. Gundar is said to be running there. He said that today there is a Jain basin in
the Kudumiyan hill of Puthukottai district, and there is a cave in the Kudavarai temple. That's
why no quarries are built in the surrounding 3-4 kilometers. Because the Department of
Archeology visited there and refused permission. Therefore, with this one reason, they are
saying only 300 m for-the government, and he said that we request that permission not be-
given for at least 5 km in the places where the archeological symbol Samanapadukai is such a
basin, Gudavaraikoil. No matter how many crores are given, they cannot be created. So we are
making a request that cancel this quarry as there is a pond here. Similarly, if we say here, we
can say innumerable problems. But even here, the approved housing is within 200 meters.
Similarly, approved houses are SF No. 6 and 29,241, and within a 300 meter and 500 meter
radius, there is a water intake station at SF No. 17 on the east side of SF No. 6. It's not a gap.

Similarly, they have hidden the stream through the quarry. Therefore, if there is a stream
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