MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING OF M/S. A. NANDHAKUMAR
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY, S.F.NO.78/1(P),419,420,
SIKKARAMPALAYAM  VILLAGE,METTUPALAYAM TALUK, COIMBATORE
DISTRICT IN AN AREA OF 3.46.00 HECTARE HELD ON 01.08.2023 AT 11.00 A.M.
IN DURAIS MAHAL, KANNARPALAYAM ROAD, SIKKARAMPALAYAM VILLAGE,
KARAMADAI, COIMBATORE DISTRICT.
NAME OF THE PROJECT - M/s. A. Nandhakumar Rough Stone and

Gravel Quarry,

S.F. No. 78/1(P),419,420,

Sikkarampalayam Village,

Mettupalayam Taluk,

Coimbatore District
VENUE - Durais Mahal,

Kannarpalayam Road,

Sikkarampalayam Village,

Mettupalayam Taluk,
Coimbatore District
DATE & TIME - 01.08.2023 — 11.00 A.M.
Present:
1. | Thiru. Balasubramaniam District Revenue Officer,

Land Acquisition, National Highways,

Coimbatore District.

2. | Dr. K. Ravichandran District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

3. | Er.T.G.Lavanya Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

4. | Er.V.P. Mohana Jeyavalli Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

5. | Er. K. Kalaivendhan Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

6. | Thiru. Nandhakumar The Project Proponent

7. | Thiru. Sheik Nawas EIA Consultant,
Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,
Salem District.

8. | Public 116 Nos. (Enclosed in Annexure - I1)




The public hearing meeting had started with Tamil Thai Vazhthu.

District Environmental Engineer:-
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| welcome the District Revenue Officer, National Highways, Land Acquisition who
has come to preside over the public hearing meeting of A.Nandhakumar Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry on the behalf of Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board and
District Administration. Further, on the behalf of, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board
and District Administration, | welcome the people of Sikkarampalayam village and
the general public of this region, environmentalists, journalists, police friends,
pollution control board officers and other government officials who have come to
express their views on this public hearing meeting.

Public hearing meeting for two quarries will be held today. Firstly, the public hearing
meeting for the A. Nandhakumar Rough stone and Gravel Quarry will be held.
Environmental clearance to quarries are granted by the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA).Subject to the conditions of the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and after obtaining consent of the District
Collector, advance public notice was given about this meeting.

Newspaper advertisement of this meeting was published on 29/06/2023 in
“Dinathanthi” and “Hindu” newspapers. To create awareness among the people and
to communicate about this meeting Bit notices were distributed in the fair price
shops, Panchayat offices and among the general public

Similarly, we had also broadcasted the details of the public hearing meeting to the
village people through loudspeakers and video of the same can be seen in this
presentation. Hence, it is believed that the details of the meeting have reached the
public. It is informed that, for quarries more than 5 Hectares area, it is necessary to
conduct public hearing meeting with the public before granting the environment
clearance.

The area of this quarry is 3.46.00 hectare, but while calculating this hectare area, it
is directed to take into account the area of active quarries, existing quarries and
proposed quarries within a radius of 500 meters from this proposed quarry.
Accordingly, for M/s. A. Nandhakumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, before
getting environmental clearance, public opinion must be recorded and sent to State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA).

Those interested in expressing their opinion are requested to register their names
at our reception office. After the keynote address by the District Revenue Officer,
the quarry owner should introduce himself, followed by the Environmental
consultant giving a presentation on the project and then the public can register their
opinion.

| request the District Revenue officer, ‘National Highways, Land Acquisition to

preside over the Meeting.



District Revenue Officer:
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Good morning to all, my name is Balasubramanian, District Revenue Officer,
National Highways, Land Acquisition, and Coimbatore District.

On the behalf of, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, to grant the No objection
certificate for the A.Nandhakumar Rough Stone and gravel quarry proposed in the
Sikkarampalayam Village, S.F.No.78/1P,419,420, public hearing meeting is going

to be held among the people.

District Environmental Engineer:
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Those interested in expressing their opinion are requested to register their names.
| request the project proponent of A Nandhakumar Rough Stone and gravel Quarry

to introduce himself.

Mr. A.Nandhakumar, Project Proponent:
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| would like to convey my respects to the District Revenue Officer, the District
Environmental Engineer, the volunteers, public, the public in the Kannarpalayam
vilage and the public in Sikkarampalayam Panchayat who have come to attend
this meeting.

It is known that we have been running the quarry for the last 30 years and through
this we have been doing all the necessary small aids, services for schools and
public services in this area along with you for a long time. Likewise, we have been
cooperating with you and running our quarry with a good name in this area, without
any harm to the people, the public and others, to the extent that there is no
complaint so far.

Therefore, | humbly request you to give your full support to this public hearing
meeting and once again provide your cooperation to carry out this work.

| would like to assure you that we will support you and cooperate with all the
necessary projects in this area and do business to the extent that there is no harm

to anyone in any way. | ask you for your assurance and thank you.

POWER POINT PRESENTATION ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT:

Thiru. Sheik, EIA Consultant of M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solution, Salem

Thiru. Sheik, the EIA Consultant of M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,

who had prepared the EIA for the quarry, elaborated the environmental impacts of the

project, the measures to avoid them, the fund allocated for it and the benefits to be

derived from the project on the following topics

1. Introduction

2. Location Map of the mining project

3. Details of the Mining Project

4. Surrounding features of the mining project.



Satellite photo of 500m radius around quarry site.
Surface map of mining project.
Availability of mineral resources and quantities intended to be mined.

Details of mines located within a radius of 500m around the mining project.
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Features located within 10.km radius around the project.
. Land Use
Il. Base line data map
lll. Base line Environmental Monitoring
IV. Map showing locations where the soil samples were collected
V. Land Environment
VI. Soil environment
VIl. Water Quality Monitoring Locations
VIIl. Wind Rose Diagram
IX. Satellite photo of air quality monitoring location.
X. Ari Quality Monitoring
Xl. Satellite photo of locations where Noise level was studied
XIl. Noise Survey Details
10. Anticipated Environmental impacts and its precautionary measures
11. Technology.
12.Benefits of the mining project.
13. Conclusion.

(Note: Project description PPT is attached)

District Environmental Engineer:

2 |t is addressed that the public can convey their opinion and we have the list of

those who have registered to speak. People of this village will be given priority.

()

When | call out your name according to the list, you can express your opinion.
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» Those who cannot convey your opinion’s here, you can submit complaint petitions
either at the District Collectorate or at our office of Tamilnadu Pollution Control
Board.

% Along with the proceedings of the meeting petitions will be forwarded to State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA).The complete meeting has

been recorded and the video will also be sent to State Environment Impact

Assessment Authority (SEIAA).Public can register their opinions.

1. Kalpana, Karuparayannagar, Karamadai:

Quarry management has been doing a lot of good to the people since
the Corona period. | have been going to all the jobs in it. | don't want to talk too much,
but what | want to say is, the quarry management has been making many services till

date. Thanks.



2. Thiru. S.Krishnamoorthy, Akshatha Nagar, Karamadai:

We do not have any objection to the construction of this quarry and there is no

problem with it, the quarries are functioning well, so we request permission for this

quarry.

3. Thiru. Dhanasekaran, Karamadai:

He did not speak because the public objected him to speak.

4. Tmt. Dinakari, Vadavalli Village:

She conveyed that “Quarries operation has mostly affected Vadavalli, Padiyanur and
Sikkarampalayam Village and blasting was taking place exactly at 2 P.M. During the
time of blasting it is very difficult to be inside the home and we have to sit outside our
homes with our children. We have protested in the past but no response has been
given. We have also submitted a petition to the district collector's office, but no action

has been taken yet.

Moreover, Vadavalli village was not given advance notice of this meeting. Fair price
shops had only Belladhi notices pasted. Vadavalli village was not announced through
loudspeaker. We were not announced regarding the event at Durais Mahal. We have

come to the meeting through Padianur notice.”

5. Thiru. N.Silambarasan, Vadavalli:

He conveyed his greetings and addressed that,"My name is Silambarasan and
| am from Periyavadavalli. We are one among the many families affected by these
quarries. Nirmal Stone Quarry is functioning behind our land. We are very much
affected by the quarry’s operation. We have also made petitions in District Collectorate
and informed the Maniyakar and Tahsildar about this. Also we have informed the same
in Gram Sabha Meetings two to three times. We had also collected signature and

Aadhar of more than 500 people and submitted it in the Gram Sabha meetings.

Further, no notice was given to Vadavalli village about the public hearing
meeting. It is a fact that none of the preventive measures suggested in the meeting are
being implemented. We would have not protested, if they had implemented those
preventative measures. You can take soil sample from land and get it tested and right
now if you ask who do not support the quarries operation you'll know how many don’t

support this.

Besides that water quality is also getting spoiled, bore wells are getting
repaired, not just ours most of bore wells around our land are also getting affected.
Water does not seep into the wells and these problems are mostly seen only after the

Quarries are setup. Our goats and cows are also getting affected. One of our relative's



cows fell into the quarry pit and died. We don't know where to get answers to all these.
We request you that we don't need any new quarries also examine the existing quarries

and take necessary action against them.

6. Thiru . L. Murugaiyan, Vadavalli:

| would like to convey my greetings to everyone who have come here to attend
this public hearing meeting. It is an allegation that the information about this meeting
has been given only up to Padianur Village and Vadavalli village has not been given

information.

All those who run this quarry are my relatives. | do not blame them in any way.
Our livelihood is affected by these quarries. | would now like to tell about 10 families
around my land. Our Bore well is 1000 feet, but there is no ‘'water in it, water has
drained. Dust from the crusher reaches our garden land and the goats and cows do not

graze on it.

Secondly, Lorries are running day and night, carrying half feet more than the

capacity of the truck, so there is a high chance of the stones slipping.

In addition, Panchayat water pipes are laid one foot deep, causing the pipes to
break due to the movement of lorries loaded with stones. It has been three years since
15 families around our land got drinking water. | am just talking about Vadavalli village.
No action has been taken even after informing the Panchayat heads. These quarries

are hindrance to us and cannot be a good for us.

Mr. Easwaran, residing at Bhoomani estate West of Mongampalayam village
had 10 acres of land in his possession, as his land was surrounded by quarries; he sold

his land to the Quarry Companies and left the land.

If about 10-15 quarries come to us the same scenario will have happen to us.
So as much land we have, provide the same amount of land where there is no quarries
and then operate the quarries. So we take it again and again to you that these quarries

are completely affecting our livelihood. Thank you.

7.  Thiru. G.Gunasekaran, Sikkarampalayam:

Greetings, My name is G. Gunasekaran, Farmers Bore well are built at 1000
Feet, but quarries do not exceed 100-120 Feet. We don't understand in what motive
they are speaking. The Panchayat has financial revenue from quarries and able to

execute good plans.

Government doesn’t think of making a business by destroying people’s life, it is

enough if they work within safety norms. There is no objection for the operation of these

quarries.



8.  Thiru. K.Gopalasamy,Annur, Tamilnadu farmers protection Association:

| come from Annur, Tamilnadu farmer's protection Association,
environmentalist. | want state that we think that we alone live and die in this planet, the
next generation are going to live in this planet not Mars and Venus. We depend on this
soil to live in this earth. They are thinking that we can destroy this planet with our
generation and go away. The quarry owners do not know what kind of mentality this is

even the public don’t understand this. We must consider this.

Today there is environmental pollution all over the world. About thousand
people are dying in America due to heat wave, why is this happening?

We must understand our basic needs.
Did anyone not survive using bullock carts in those days?

As it is now, did they survive through cars of crores or lakhs of rupees? What
kind of mentality is this? Why do you refuse to understand? Did our grandfathers not

live in house made of trees and thatch?

Those days ten people would be living under one roof. But today, can you only
live in a house build for 10 crores? Where does this come from? We are the ones

spoiling our soil. We are destroying our own generation.

Earlier, if you go into a garden, people used to say that this tree is 70 years old,
80 years old, my father planted it and my grandfather planted it. But our generation will
say that our fathers have given us a burial pit, cut a rock pit, not given air, not given a
good environment, not given us good air for breathing. Nothing can be done with

assets.

Ban of rice import has affected the whole world, | humbly request the public

and owners to reduce your basic needs. Thank you.

9. Mr. Satish Kumar, State Secretary, Legal Awareness Team, Tamil Nadu

Farmers Protection Association:

Greetings to everyone, | welcome everyone in this public hearing meeting. | am
Sathish Kumar, State Secretary from Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association Legal

Awareness Team.

About a month ago, we had published a 24-page detailed report on illegal
quarries, it was about the Unexplained detailed report of illegal quarries. The report
contains the details of how the illegal quarries who broke the rules went on a ten-day

fast demanding that they be changed into rules.

What kind of scam is that?



That is the 24-page detailed report on illegal stone duarries. Don't get me
wrong, because the truth must be told. What is going on in the hearing, why the hearing
is being held?

It should be known to what extent our opinions are being accepted by the
Environmental Impact Assessment Committee. The owners of the quarries themselves
have stated how much bribery and corruption are being taking place in these quarries.
The secretary of a district's Quarry Owners Association had openly stated on Satyam
Televison “that we all have to pay a bribe of 100 crore rupees every month”.

So, to what extent malpractices are happening here? We are here talking about
the impact of these illegalities and to what extent this illegal quarrying is destroying
people's basic livelihood, people's agriculture and farmers' land. If a stone quarry starts

its operation it destroys the agricultural land for at least one kilometer.

The provision under Rule No. 36 of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules, 1959 is applicable here. It is necessary to inspect if these existing quarries are
functioning according to this rule and that is for which the public hearing meeting about.
If you examine few things in this meeting if the quarries are functioning according to this

rule no they don't.

The Survey no of this quarry is 78/1P, 419, 420, whereas in S.F.No.419
Annexure 79 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report mentions that there is a
well inside the quarry. Also in other S.F.N0.420 Annexure of this quarry there is a well
and besides that land near to quarry with S.F.N0o.416 has house in it, additionally
S.F.No.418.445.480,409 also has houses and plots in them.S.F.No.300 has countless

housing plots in them.

Now two weeks ago the Madurai bench has ordered that permission should not
be given to those quarries where there is a house or houses within a radius of 300
meters around the quarry. They stopped the quarry where there was a house within a
radius of 300 meters, Why?

Providing permission to quarries where there is a house within 300 meters by

concealing it, the farmer has to die and they have to fall into the quarry and die.

Also these quarries don’t use nonel based blasting, they perform major blasting

using High powered explosives.

The Quarry owners had made 10 to 15 demands in their protest. In the demands,
they stated that they have no blasters, no fireman, blasting is done with few people and
they have no blasting men. They also requested that since we don't have necessary

man power for blasting; permit us to use detonators to the blasting.



Environmental impact assessment report contains the details DGMS (Directorate
General of Mine Safety) rules given for the safety of workers. But the Quarry owners, in
their demand during the protest laxly stated that they have not implemented the DGMS

(Directorate General of Mine Safety) rules to the workers.

It should be proved to us that we how these rules are being followed? All these
should be fully recorded in the public hearing meeting. If DGMS rules are not being
implemented, what is the protection for the workers over there? Death by stone falls and

explosions are common.

Also, a month ago, in Kodangipalayam the bomb planted the previous day did
not explode, the next day the work that was supposed to start by 8 A.M and completed
at 5 P.M was started at 4 am. Later, in the blast, one person died with his body parts
being scattered and another was admitted to the hospital with injuries in intensive care
unit. An FIR has been registered in this regard. Earlier, we have registered many
complaints against the quarry owner and due to lack of action against those complaints

there has been loss of life.

That is, even though our legal provisions are clear, the problem here is that we
do not want to follow any of those rules. For example, wells are not more than 60 feet
deep, but quarries are 100-200 feet deep, then what will happen to the farmers who are

using ground water?

Earlier one of the public had said that the ground water had gone down to
thousand feet, but water from a well at 40 feet or 60 feet reaches the quarry at 100 to
200 feet due to gravitational force. It is then wasted without being used.

Apart from agriculture, ecosystem biodiversity is affected. All the plants and
creatures that can grow in five feet may become extinct. Who can prove this? The
quarry already lacks green belt and fences. The question we are asking the Pollution
Control Board for this is: Why the Pollution Control Board has not taken any action
under Section 31-A of the Air Act? Why environmental compensation is not collected
from them? The Environmental Impact Assessment Report stated that the quarries were
already devoid of trees and later they would plant trees in the proposed quarry and
erect fencing. Why was this not implemented earlier? Why was no action taken? Why

was the benching method not implemented earlier, yet how was it allowed?

Quarry owners have asked for abolition of benching method in their protest
demands. Benching means that if there are 13 lakh cubic meters of stones in the
quarry, three and a half lakh cubic meters of stones can be taken from them. This
means that, apart from the 66% of stones that cannot be renewed in the future, the

remaining 33% can be taken. This is the benching rule. But improper methods like
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quarrying like a cave, quarrying vertically and not following the step by step method

cause various accidents.

The problem here is the stones are taken to such an extent that all the minerals
cannot be recovered and regenerated after 500 years future. Also the stones are taken
from here additionally to satisfy the needs of our neighboring states. Our state does not
require more than 20% of the stones, but more stone quarries and crushers are working

to meet the needs of the neighboring states as well.

These results in severe environmental damage, dusting on crops, loss of
agricultural land and pollination is becoming completely extinct. Dust on plants
completely hinders pollination. An intellectual person at the public hearing stated that
the dust of the quarry becomes compost. Dust from the quarry reduces productivity in

crop yields, who will solve these problems?

The effect of these cannot be prevented using scientific researches, and by
technology in agricultural fields. No report has been made on how the agricultural lands
are affected and how the farmers are moving out due to the functioning of these

quarries.

We have attached the 24 page detailed report, firstly | request you to examine
the depth and breadth of all the stone quarries that are existing, those who have
operated earlier. Also the quarries that have violated the rules must be fined and finally

if there is space, you can issue permission, if not, don’t permit any quarries.

This is not just your world to live by giving permission to these guarries,
everyone has to live in this same world, even if you work in stone quarry, your children
must also live in this world. Setting up this quarry not only destroys the upper plate, it
may also destroy our mother rock. | would like to record in this public meeting that
Coimbatore Plate like Deccan Plate may be affected by your explosions and thus, we
will all be killed by the earthquake, we must at least leave a minimum part to our next
generation.

According to this 24 page report, permission must be given to the guarries. It is
history that Coal comes from fossilized remains. Likewise we will become remnants.
Consider this report and all officers are responsible for this. | clearly record that if we

break the rules, we will go to God Yemen without exception, thank you very much.

10. Mr. Thanasekaran, Karamadai:

Greetings, those so far who have conveyed their views have very well conveyed
their comments. | came to know about this public hearing meeting through some people

and | have come to register my opinion.

Social activists have come with letter pads and farmers have also come here. We

have to consider everything, back then there were trees which helped to walk on the
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road. But today not all of us came on foot, some came in vehicles. Can it be considered
unwanted because of the smoke coming from two wheelers? Officials have come by car
which emits a lot of smoke and wastes diesel so can they come by walk? We need to

change with the times.
He stopped his speech as some section of public made protests in the meeting.

11. Mr. Mugilan, Environmental Protection Movement:

| would like to extend my warm greetings and wishes here for this Public hearing
meeting of A. Nandhakumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry held at Coimbatore
District, Coimbatore North Taluk, S.F.No.781/P,419,420 at Sikkarampalayam Village for
3.46.0 Hectares that is 8 acres, Chaired by the respected and honorable officer. | would
also like to welcome the “District Environmental Engineer who is conducting this
meeting, the public of the area who are participating here, the officials, the quarry
owners, the people brought by the quarry owners, the people who have come from
Andhra Pradesh to register support for the quarry”, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu

Environment Protection Movement we belong to.

My name is Mugilan, | was a member of the Sagayam, IAS committee
constituted by the Honorable High Court of Madras and Supreme Court of Delhi for the
granite malpractice and has travelled with the team for one year. We have given a
report that one of the districts has illegally embezzled one lakh and eleven thousand
crores of rupees. Currently, due to my continued activity, we made a MLA to pay a fine

of Rs.23 crores for illegal quarrying in Karur district.

| have been constantly working to ensure that all quarries, including river sand,
ore sand, granite limestone, throughout Tamil Nadu are working according to the law,

and if it is not according to the law, permission must not be given.

Now let's see about Nandakumar Stone Quarry, after the project consultant
explained about the project, Nandakumar had said that we have been doing business in
this area for the past 30 years and we have been fulfilling people’s necessary needs. He

also asked us to give permission for his stone quarry.

During the past years, Stone quarries did not require public hearing meetings
until 2018.Hearings were held for quarries with area of 25 hectare i.e. 62 acres of land
within a radius of 500 meters. National Green Tribunal in the year 2018 ordered that
Stone quarries, limestone quarries and any kind of quarries, even if it is half a hectare
quarry or 1 acre quarry requires public hearing meeting. If the total area of all quarries
within 500 meter exceeds 5 hectare, On the basis of Green tribunal's order public

hearing meeting is being held here.

On that basis, this is the summary report of this hearing.
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We need a little explanation on the summary report. Now, the summary report
says that there are17 quarries and out of this 7 quarries are said to be in operation and
ten quarries have sought permission. General rules for existing and proposed quarries
are laid down in the book Minor Mineral Concession Rules. (Minor Minerals Rules 1959
Rules) It is a law book. If the government makes a law to wear a helmet, it applies to
Mugilan, it applies to the officers here, it applies to the ministers, a fine of one thousand

rupees for not wearing a helmet and this is the law.

The first | would like to mention the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, Rule No.
36.1.A It is clearly mentioned in the rule No.36.1.A that any quarry should not be given
lease if there is a house/home within the 300 Meter radius. This is what is mentioned in
the book.

So far we have been talking about whether we need quarries or not. Criteria are
calculated on the basis of this law. Respected quarry owner Nandhakumar has
mentioned in his report that there is no residential area within 300 meters radius and
filed an affidavit in this regard with the State Environmental Assessment Authority. But a
big question is whether what he said is true or not? The word Affidavit means a sworn
statement. If the sworn statement is false, many cases can be filed against them as per

the Indian Penal Code.

He said that there are no houses within 300 meters radius. But, now | am holding
the picture from your document and the field map taken from the computer on
31/07/2023 at 6:33 PM. He had stated that there are no houses within 300m radius. The
quarry is a part of S.F.N0.419, 420 and 78, but within the 300m radius stated by the
quarry founder firstly S.F.No. 46 contain a house at 290 meters. This has been
mentioned in the FMB. Next to it at a distance of 250 meters there is a house in S.F no.

80 and next to it there are many plots in S.F no. 300 at a distance of 220 meters.

Even if there is a single house, permission for quarrying cannot be given. If the
Village land, house plots, DTCP approved lands, Panchayat approval lands, village
. map, FMB, Field map or A register has even a small house, permission cannot be
granted. But here you can see how many houses are there and almost hundreds of
plots are in the field number 300. Apart from that, there are two houses in the southern

part of S.F.N0.413.

Next, the field adjacent to S.F.No.416, there is two houses within 100 meters.
Besides that, there is a house in S.F no.418 adjacent to this. There is a stream adjacent
to the S.F.No.421. But we could not know about it from the report given to us, but if
there is a stream, it should be 50 meters away from the quarry. It may be an poochi odai
or a geological stream. Many people may be confused and may think that they can do
anything with the stream in Patta. But even if there is a stream in Patta or path in Patta,

it is government property, even if it Patta is in their name, the stream path belongs to



13

the government. Then if there is a stream from field no.421 to field no.420, permission
for quarrying should be given 50 meters away from it. 50 meters that is 175 feet. But,

this stream has not been shown.

After that there is a corridor which is shown as a dot in field number 421. The
minimum it could be is 4 to 12 feet. Quarrying permission can be given only 10 meters,

i.e. 35 feet away from this footpath. However the pavement is not shown.

Besides, there is a well in S.F.No.419. How can permission be given for
quarrying in the place where there is a well? They have stated in the A register that
there is well at S.FN0.420.Page number 87 of in Annexure A. The biggest question is
that permission for quarrying cannot be given where there is a well. How was it given?
They have submitied a topo in the document. Village map has not been submitted.

Topo does not show any house, well, or stream.

\We have been repeatedly asking the authorities to ask the quarries to submit the
village map. Only then, can all things can be clearly known, we had to spend a whole
day to get the village map. Otherwise no one will know about it. So ask them to submit
village map while applying for permission and also if there is an adjoining village, ask
them to submit it as well.

A normal two cents land is being sub-divisioned and sold, here in S.F.No.78
there is government land and private land and it is 78/1 part. Please write this to
Environmental Impact-Assessment Committee that is those seeking permission for.
quarry must sub-division and ask for permission. Since, the quarry boundaries are
based on latitude and longitude. Many people do not know, if the S.F.No is 78, they will
think that the whole 78 will be taken for quarry, so sub-division should be done and
permission should be sought. There should be transparency in everything. That is why
we have been struggling for the last ten years to upload information on the internet and

have come up with this. You know that.

Stone Quarry claimants are tenants. They own only three feet of the land and
beyond that it is government property. So they are quarry tenants or contractors. None
of them are owners of the quarry. In S.F.No 420 there is a house in village map page
number 393 Annexure A. There is a house in the village map, they get permission for
quarrying without showing the house. You may think if the house is demolished now,
will it be included in the account or not? If a house has been registered in any of the
revenue department ddcuments, it is also a house, it may be thatch house, that is also
a house, classification cannot be changed. Just like how village land can't be changed,
how DTCP approval can't be changed, if something is shown as documents in the
village map or land map or the A Register, it will continue to be the same. The house
cannot be hidden and transformed into something else. It is not right to give permission



14

to quarry if the owner gives proof of no objection letter. It is illegal to grant such

permission.

Then there are so many contradictions. A protest was now held by the Quarry
Association. They protested for more than ten days that there should not be a town
-within a kilometer distance, no work should be done within the town, no sewerage
should be built, no road should be built, and no water should be asked for. This was
their request. They protested that there should not be any kind of project within one
kilometer i.e. 3500 feet around the quarry, but clearly the law says that if there are
houses within 300 meters then permission should not be given for quarrying.

Similarly, they were building a college at a place in Tirunelveli district; | am going
off the topic a bit. A government college was planned to be built at a cost of 12 crores
and the construction was completed up to of 6 crore rupees. A quarry company that was
operational in 2014 approached the court and said that we might do quarrying in the
future and therefore the construction of the college was stopped. If the quarry comes, it
is not always possible to build a house in 300 meters and now they are asking for one

kilometer.

Therefore, there is no legal basis for granting permission for quarrying where
there is a house. Last month we had received a judgment in a case, case number
W.P.MD.No. 26834. Similarly, within a radius of 300 meters permission for quarrying
was sought by concealing the presence of a house by V. Lakshmipuram, a village in
Pudukottai district. They had provided wrong information to the court and the district
collector, but the court itself had sent a commission and the two quarries there were
stopped. So we don't want to start work to stop quarry after they get permission.
Legally, permission cannot given even there is single house but we have given you 30

to 40 points.

Apart from that, the most important thing to talk about the quarry is how many
loads vehicles can be transported. We have received clear information from the RTI
that, trucks cannot carry more than 10 tonnes of load including the weight of Lorries on
rural roads. But in a 10 tyre lorry 40 to 70 ton is being loaded. This is legal rule. (Book
shown) On all other roads a truck with 10 tyre can carry 23 tonnes, a truck with 12 tyre
can carry 36 tonnes and a truck with 16 tyre can carry 48 tonnes. The Transport
Commissioner had issued a report last week that a ten tyre truck going to Coimbatore
should not carry more than 28 tonnes. The Kerela Minister has demanded that it be

removed.

He said that no truck above 10 tons should be allowed to Kerala. We need to
understand the law clearly. At present they have sought permission for the quarry.
Already the quarry has been cut 180 meters long, 80 meters wic_je and 20 meters deep
i.e. 70 feet deep. Now they have asked permission o construct a quarry of 180 meters
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length, 25 meters wide and 47 meters deep i.e. 165 feet deep. They had said that stone
will be taken in 43 trucks daily. None of the wells here are above 80 feet. If you see if
they had studied the water levels here, they have shown a bore well and they say they
have studied that bore well. They have two wells in the middle of the land, many wells
around them and a[mbst 300 to 400 wells in one kilometer radius. Then there is no
study on what will happen to the water source of these wells. It seems that it is enough
to pass today's time by giving some report. Where is the mechanism for an truly honest

action? That is the question for people like us.

All the reports here are given in English, First of all my request to the District
Administration is that all the reports are to be given in tamil, as mentioned in the
website. But here mining plan, memo and 500 meter letter all the reports are in English.

There is something called Tamil Development Department. The quarry owners
themselves claim that they got the license by paying a bribe of several crores of rupees.
What is the difficulty in submitting documents in Tamil? Government has given 100
crore rupees to the Tamil Development Department. You keep it and submit the report
in Tamil. There is no annexure on the website, only the environmental impact
assessment report was uploaded, no annexure were uploaded. All the annexure must
be uploaded completely. Also all the 40 types of documents for all the 17 quarries must
be uploaded, but here only ToR, 500 Meter Report, Quarry List, Mining Plan Approval,
Memorandum, FMB, Topo sketch, including Chita, are being uploaded. There is nothing

else. There is not even a deed of this land.

A total of 40 types of documents have been submitted by Paramasivam Quarry
and Manikandan Quarry in the nearby south district, with an annexure of 1100 pages.
Upload all documents in website. So we don’t need to search for anything. What we are

saying is to act according to what the law says.

Similarly, they have stated they will plant trees in Green belt but no plant has
been planted. They have said in the current report that they will plant 400 to 500 trees.
Last year, Tamil Nadu government had announced a plan to plant two and a half crore
trees because Tamil Nadu is getting too hot. Schools did not start until the 12th of June
because the heat was too hot. So far the district environmental engineer has been at
the G20 conference. The whole world is facing global warming. Then, by the year 2080
25% of ocean water will enter the Chennai district, which may sink the Chennai district.
How to control this? The ministers and experts of all the countries in the world have
been in the conference for last 15 days. Two and a half crore trees were planted last
year through our tax money. Seven and a half crore trees are planned to be planted this

year. But the quarry owners also earn crores.

Quarry owner Mr. Nandakumar said that he has been doing quarry business for
30 years. Has he planted a single tree anywhere? But he mentioned that 300 to 400
trees will be planted in the proposed quarry. In his 30-year career, nearly 3,000 trees
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may have been planted, and 51,000 trees may have been planted by the 17 guarries in
this 500-meter area alone. In fact, if we had 51 thousand trees, the environment of this

area would have been different.

Our tax money which has to be spent on building sewerage system, constructing
roads, drinking waters are used in planting trees. You are the authority on this. But
quarry owners have to plant trees. But they not done it, | did not say this, they
themselves had stated it. When they come for permission, ask them to grow the trees
before one year. People's tax money is wasted, but these are business people and
income earners, they should do according to the law. But he has said that he will spend
five lakhs for planting trees as per the law. My question is why did he not spend that

money on planting trees?

Bring this into Practice. Similarly, implement laying of wire fences, three youths
died in Mettupalayam last week due to lack of fences. The Tamil Nadu government itself
in the Chief Secretary's notification the day before yesterday stated to close down the
quarries without barbed wire fences. A letter has been issued by the Hon'ble Chief
Secretary and same has been published by the Public Relations Department that all
quarries should be fully fenced by wire before 30/09/2023. About 35 people have died in
the last one year alone due to the lack of wire fences .But the quarry owners say that
they have installed wire fences at a cost of Rs 300 per meter and also get licenses by
saying that. Pollution Control Board can give their approval called CTO, only if there is a
wire fence Now see if there is a wire fence in the picture, there was no fence before and

even no fence while seeking permission. To whom is this work and to deceive whom?

If we write sugar on paper for ourselves, it will not be sweet. Adding sugar will
make it sweeter. Project Consultant had told that five lakh rupees will be given to the
Panchayat if this project comes, and it will help schools and everything else. The
government has to spend one crore rupees to build a road for one kilometer, but here
where a ten tone lorry should go, 70 to 80 tonne trucks are moving. We have caught
these illegal trucks everywhere and helped the government to generate revenue of Rs.6
crores. The farmers were the ones who got them caught. But see how they ruin the
roads made of crore rupees. What they do ‘“is it good for the society or against it"? Are

they doing it legally?

Similarly, blasting should be done between 1 to 2.00 P.M in the afternoon, also
blasting should not be done through bore. Blasting should be done through jack
hammer only. The depth of the pit should be 5 feet. The hole should be only a little
larger than 32 millimeters or an inch. Prohibited explosives must not be used. Nonel
Blast should be placed. But everyone had stated that blasting causes vibrations. The
sound of an explosion should be like a firecracker, like a tuk. The report also stated that
there should be a 25 second time gap between one blast and a 4 feet gap between one

pit and another. Three rows should be placed at 4 feet intervals using a zigzag method.
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The sound if placed in this way will only come out as a dup. If there are 150 pits then
only 150 dups should be heard. But here only one loud sound dom is heard. Vibrations
are felt up to four to five kilometers. Houses and bore wells are damaged. Quarry
companies are in possession of illegal explosives. You know the extent of the problem
due to explosives in Coimbatore district? The problem went up to the NIA that a man
was in possession of explosives. Where do they get illegal ammunition? Please inspect
it.

Former Coimbatore District Collector Sameeran had given a statement that
action should be taken against those possessing illegal explosives, however, nothing
has come into practice, everything is in report and nothing is visible in action. The
project consultant has spoke for the money he was given. The question is? Where is
this in practice? So what we say is not about stopping operation of the stone quarry, but
to act according to statements giveh. A friend of mine, asked me how to build a house
without a quarry? Let that friend say, not as Mugilan says, but the quarry operates only
from seven in the morning to five in the evening. Let it be said that lorries don’t take load
from the quarry after 5 P.M Apart from blasting, no work should be done after 5 pm.
Cameras should be installed in quarries, but no camera has been installed. Take a Look
at the letter given by Sameeran sir, regarding blasting that except nonel blast no other
type of explosives must be used. All are operating the quarries in violation of laws and

regulations.

Also, many people stated that they were financially helped by the Quarry owners
during the Corona period. Quarry owners in their report had stated that we offer ESI, PF
and insurance to our workers. We have also received a report from the Labor
Commission. If Mr. Nandakumar had done anything like this to the workers?, but no one
in the quarry were offered ESI,PF or insurance. You throw few bone pieces i.e, | mean
you do some favors for the victims, but did you do what you were supposed to do? No

ESI, PF Insurance has been done.

Last week, a person had died in an accident in KodangiPalayam. We had to
struggle with the government and get him compensation of 25 lakhs. Legally, why do
you have to pay? If they are insured they will get the insurance amount. Why do you
refuse to do that? What should you do? We won’'t do anything legally, we pay the
comers and goers, we pay the sports match, and we pay the neighbour land, so we are
do-gooders. If you want to do business, follow the rules of the business.

Similarly, it was stated that this area falls under seismic zone two. But that is not
right. There are already documents of earthquakes in Coimbatore district. The nearby
Tirupur district alone experienced three earthquakes last year. It was also a two-
magnitude earthquake. Environmental engineer has worked in Karur, when an
earthquake of magnitude 3.5 richter occurred. If one and a half Richter was more, all the

buildings would have collapsed.
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The Earth we live now belongs to our future generations; Earth has been a safe
place from the beginning. But now if 10 people destroy this earth for plunder, what is the
justification, there is no virtue, there is no justification. A friend asked me where do
stones come from to build houses if not from the quarries. We are clear. We answer that
we don't want river sand, we don't want M sand. We had asked to import river sand
from abroad, which the present Chief Minister posted on his Facebook page in 2017
when he was the Leader of the Opposition party. The sand requirement of our country
can be met by importing natural sand from abroad. All dams in Tamil Nadu have not
been dredged since their construction. By removing this, Tamil Nadu's five-year sand
requirement will be met. Not only us, not only the Tamil Nadu Environment Protection
Movement, the Cauvery River Conservation Movement, but also the Association of

Senior Engineers of the Public Works Department, has expressed this opinion.

Till 2018 there was no major issue with the quarry. Back then, stones were
mostly used for roads and construction works and for laying foundations. M Sand is
currently manufactured under the name Artificial Sand. The Daily production of
Tamilnadu is 80 thousand loads. Of that only 20,000 loads are required by Tamil Nadu
and the remaining 60,000 loads are being exported to the neighboring states of
Karnataka and Kerala, the ministers themselves say that there are no legal provisions to

prevent this.
Who has to perish for whose benefit?

45 rivers flow in Kerala state. 33 rivers in Tamil Nadu and all sands have been
removed. It is known that how the river sand is looted in Karur. In Kerala, since 1992,

for 31 years not even a handful of silt has been taken from 45 rivers.

They say that | may go to an Arab country and graze a camel, but | will not spoil
the nature of our God's own country. The Western Ghats are as much in Tamil Nadu as
they are in Kerala. But they don't break mountains and they don't want to spoil it. But
the people here are without conscience, | tell you. Show a quarry that can be run
according to the rule. Out of the 9000 quarries operated in Tamilnadu, 2000 licensed
quarries functioning now and 5000 unlicensed quarries, are they operating according to
the rules? We approached the Madurai court and got an order to inspect all 335
quarries in Karur district. Quarry owners protest against inspection. But saying we do
according to the law. What they say is not to investigate. No inspection by digital
system, no inspection by drone, no inspection by an external district officer, existing

District Collectors are already from different states.

What is the reason? These people are giving money to many and if they are
here, they have no problem. If others come it will be a problem. | didn't say this. Quarry

Owners Association President says, that we pay a bribe of 30 lakhs per quarry and get
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approval from SEIAA and that we pay 100 crore rupees per month to the minister. Your

union secretary himself had said that we are giving 100 crores.

All I'm saying is don't give on this basis. Let me conclude with this one last
comment. This book Pollution Control Board and You. A book published by Pollution
Control Board. What this book clearly states is that the license given to the quarry will
be revoked if any wrong information or false information is provided. The Quarry Owner
has stated that, | hereby certify that the facts and information found in the environment
impact assessment report are true to the best of my knowledge and if the information
provided and statistics are at any stage false or misdirected. | am well aware that the
project will be rejected and any permission given for the project will be withdrawn at our
risk and cost. You pay 1500 rupees and sign this when you first seek permission for

quarrying. But, all the information you have given here is false

So more than 15 houses, more than hundred plots, stream 50 meters away are
here and, not showing the stream, not showing the footpath, not providing spacing at
ten meters, hiding the presence of two wells, not only that, hiding the presence of the
house, hiding the presence of the house in the village map and you have sought

permission.

Even if you have been operating for 30 years, it is not possible to give permission
according to law, even if you go ahead and get permission by paying a bribe of one
crore two crores, you will come and stand in court. | request the project consultant to
give reasonable details; now the situation is not like those days. We stand here, by
facing and giving our lives to whole of Tamilnadu.Our farmer Jaganathan in Karur
district lost his life hit l:?y truck gof quarry owner and we are getting attacked by quarry

owners and still we are standing at this place.

Henceforth, please | ask the quarry owners not give any false information, if you
give true information, | need not come here and talk andl will not be able to speak. No
one else can speak too. Everything you do is illegal, you can pay money to the
authorities. Please change these type of activities and make it legal then no one will
ask you anything. If you set up a quarry 300 meters away, no villagers around that area
will ask you, if you use nonel based blasters no one will ask you. 99 out of 100 miners
do this, not just you. Nandakumar does not need to grieve alone. Other quarry owners
have come to the rescue. From now on do according to law please do according to law
don't destroy this land don't destroy our country this country belongs to everyone. Thank

you and good bye.

12. Mr. Vijay,Coimbatore District:

| offer my first-hand salutations, to the public, to all those who have come to the
public hearing meeting, to the revenue officer, to the social activists and to the common

people of the town. Now they said that there is no problem with the quarry. They say
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they are building a road, think of it as a farmer and ask them to stay one day near
quarry. We don't get anything much from building a road; a farmer had been grazing
goats and cattle near stone quarry. Then | asked them why they are not grazing cows
now. He told me that their cow had eaten grass and died. Have you ever heard of a cow
dying eating grass? It is said that all the dust from the quarry falls on the grasses and
cows eating the grass with dust dies. Why is this? If the quarry companies had taken
proper preventive measures, this would not have happened, the ground water is not
clean. During our father's time, our wells will be full even if the Kannarpalayam pit gets
full.

Our father who had 5 acres then has not even an acre today. The reason is that
there is no underground water, clean water is not available, and there is no water due to
continuous blasting by the quarry companies. Think of yourself as a farmer when you
voice your opinion in public. It is right for this time that they built the road and gave
money to help during the Corona crisis, but your children will have to leave town when
they grow up. What | am asking the general public here is not to think only about
yourself but think about your children and the future. The next generation should live by
farming from this town only then we will have a livelihood. Farming is mainly affected by
these quarries, we do not have adequate ground water, so we cannot do farming, we
have to sell our land to the quarry owners and leave the town. Thank you for the

opportunity to speak

13. Mr.Saravanakumar, Vadavalli Village,Coimbatore District:

Hello my name is Saravanakumar, District Treasurer of Anti-Corruption
Environment Protection Movement. First of all, according to this opinion, the meeting
itself has become ineligible, because the Tahsildar did not come. Local VAO did not

come. Mines Officer AD Mines did not come, Panchayat president did not come.

The non-attendance of officials from various departments suggests that the
meeting is unnecessary here. The reason is that there are seven to eight quarries in
Sikkarampalayam Panchayat. That is, we say that 10-20% quarry is enough for our
domestic needs, but here we have given more than 100 percent mineral resources and
we have no more mineral resources to give. Still if we need to provide you with mineral
sources, bury this Sikkarampalayam Panchayat people here, and then quarry mineral
resources newly in other area The reason for speaking in such a sensitive manner is
that we are not living for today alone, it is the duty of every average citizen to contribute
in protecting our natural resources for future generations. Leaving all these things apart,
we here to give permission to Nandakumar, give permission to Chandramohan, We

need to leave all these behind.

First it should be examined whether the quarries which have been given

permission are operating with following proper government guidelines. That is,
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according to the government rules, no permit should be given to any truck for more than
two units, and no passbook should be given. But are they only taking two units here? It

has no account. There is no account. Now they say that another new gang has come
from Pudukottai.

| don't need to say that the owners of the quarry have already said that they are
extracting the mineral resources here by paying bribes. Pudukottai group is quarrying by
paying Rs 200-300 per load. God only knows where all this money is going. The people
of this Sikkarampalayam Panchayat will definitely not leave it for someone to come and

steal it. We are not going to leave it here and are ready to take any further action.

After that first inspect the already permitied stone quarries and submit a full
white report and clarify whether the quarries are functioning properly. Many people
here do not know that every VAO Village Administrative Officer should inspect all the.
quarry once a month, Which Village Administrative Officer is inspecting? He goes to
the office and he comes and goes, this is how everyone does it, all the government
officials must once a month and some depariments once in three weeks must conduct
inspection | am not saying. So far the legal provisions, have not been followed by any
government official, be it Pollution Control Board, be it Mines AD or VAO, We say
again and again give permission to these quarries, after burying all the people of

Sikkarampalayam Panchayat in the eight quarries. Thanks for the opportunity.

District Environmental Engineer:

| thank everyone who have participated in this meeting. The comments made
here are fully recorded and sent to the authority along with the CD. With this, the public
hearing of this quarry is ended.

Annexure:-
s The Video C.D. covering the entire public hearing proceeding is enclosed.
« The Original representations received from the public.

o The attendance of all those who attended the public hearing meeting.
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District Environmental Engineer, Distict Revenas Ol =~ = ——
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Land Acquisition, National Highways

Coimbatore North Coimbatore District
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