Minutes of Public Hearing held on 18.08.2023 at 11.00 A.M. held in Alwarkurichi

Social Mandapam, Alwarkurichi Town Panchayat, Tenkasi Taluk, Tenkasi District

with respect to the project of M/s. M. Mohamed lsmail Rough Stone, Jelly and

Gravel Quarry, S.F. Nos. 467/2, 3, 477/3, 4, 5 & 468/1, A.P. Nadanoor Village,
Alangulam Taluk, Tenkasi District.

Details of participants in this meefing

Dr. S. Subbulakshmi : Revenue Divisional Officer,

Sankarankovil, Tenkasi District.

Tmt. C. SuyambuThangarani ; District Environmental Engineer,
TNPC Board, Tiruneveli.

Public and Government Officials . Details are attached (Annexure-1)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirunelveli,

welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Sankarankovil, members of the public,
industry representatives and police officials.

Further, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Sankarankovil, who was presiding over
the function welcomed the public who had come to the meeting and informed them
about the rules to be followed by the public and said that the public should express their

opinions about the project in a peaceful manner, one by one, and that the opinions
expressed would be recorded and sent to the government.

Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Board, Tirunelveli asked them fo give explanations about the project to the public on
behalf of the industrial company.

The Project Consultant of M. Mohamed Ismail Rough Stone Gravel and Gravel

Quarry Company explained the following in detail to the public through a Power Point
Presentation.

Accordingly, although the area of the proposed quarry is 4.38.0 hectare area,
when adding the area of other quarries located within 500 meter radius, the area is
more than 5 hectare area, as per the Central Pollution Control Board guidelines, it is
necessary to hold a public hearing meeting, so this public hearing meeting is being held
and it was mentioned in the environmental impact assessment of the project. He gave a
detailed explanation to the public about the survey number, the town where it is located,
its area, how much gravel and stones will be mined in a period of 5 years, and the
advantages and disadvantages of the scheme.



After that, the public began to express their views which are as follows:

1. Thiru. S.K. Maiylavan, Advocate. Chennai High Court, Madurai Bench

He said that he belongs to the village of Chellapillaiyarkulam which is near quarry
location. He wanted to know the classification of survey no’s mentioned for the quarry
according to government records? It is classified as agricultural land. Is there any
provision for conversion of agricultural land? Nothing was done. It is Classified as
Nanjai land as per Government "A’ register. The project owner has purchased the land
specifically as agricultural land while registering the land. The owner did not appeal to
the government fo use the said land for quarrying. Next, our village is located in
Parambu. The land is geographically sloping from height. The said land is used as a
grazing land. The rainwater that falls at the top drains off and feeds our wells. Water is
available at uniform level. But now quarrying is done without upland. Therefore, the
ground water level of our town decreases drastically. Agriculture is affected as the
ground water level has gone below 300 feet. We spent money and bring water in tanker

trucks and protect agricultural plants.

There are already two quarries. No pollution control measures have been followed
so far. It is only in the photographs with a green wind net arrester around it. But when |
visited this morning in person, no such green web was found. It was also said that we
will sprinkle water, but those places were full of dust. The dust from there affects the

trees and plants of sericulture.

The parambu land is like a human jung. But if you destroy the lungs, we don't
know how we would survive. Also the guidelines for quarrying have been explained in
the Supreme Court. But they did not follow any guidelines. Similarly, the details of how
many cubic meters depth of the quarry has been disclosed in the presentation. They
did not mention the depth of the proposed quarry. The quarry is said to be within 172

meters of sea level. But how many feet deep the quarry work will be done is not known.

Also, on the last Republic Day, in our village council meeting, we passed a
resolution saying that no new quarries should be constructed and the existing quarries

should be closed.




The place where the public hearing is conducted is 5 KM away from our village.

Why do you conduct this far. But the owner's residence is 2 kms from here. So it is

conducted here

The people in my village are daily waged, they can't travel 5 to 10 kms to

participate this public hearing .so conduct such public hearing within my village

These quarries cause more cancer in our area and cancer incidence has gone

high in A.P Nadanoor village. If you take a look at the medical record you will know

exactly.

Within 100 meters near this quarry, a farmer had a garden and was cultivating
lemons organically. But now not a single crop is found in his garden. Agriculture is
extinct. Even palm trees are dying from this quarry. Lakhs of trees are destroyed
around the quarry, what is the use of those 10 trees planted by the project proponent.

So he requested to stop this quarry. He informed that the adjacent quarry is operated at

truck path with showing map.

Also the project report on the project has been kept in Chennai and district
offices. It should be kept in the libraries of our villages, so everybody could know about

the project and he requested not to give permission for the quarry.
2. Mr. M. Arumugasamy, Surandai, Construction Materials Supplier

| have been a supplier of construction materials for the road projects and other
projects of central and state governments. Earlier, more than 60 quarries were operated
in this area. But at present only about 30 quarries are functioning due fo Kalakadu
Mundanthurai Tiger Sanctuary ban. Among them 10 quarries license will expire in few
months. Most of the projects stop midway due to difficulty in getting raw materials.
Earlier sand was sold at the cost of Rs. 15000 to Rs. 20000 per unit. Currently, the price
has come down due to the availability of M.Sand, an alternative product. Currently there
are no opportunities for sand. So M.Sand cannot be made without stone. It has been
around 6 years since Kanyakumari - Thiruvananthapuram four-lane road work started. I

am the first supplier of construction materials for them. But even after 6 years, the road




works are still not completed. Due to this, many projects that were supposed to come to

Tamil Nadu have not come here.

| have 25 trucks. They have 60 drivers. 60 families depend on this industry. the
revenue generated from this quarry will be available to the local village panchayats. so |

strongly welcome this project.
3. Mr. Selvam, Thirtharapuram;

This meeting is being held to implement this project . | own the land next ,where
this quarry is located. My well is 55 feet deep. But there is no water in my well. No rain
is on the one hand, but where does the water for agriculture come from? 6 quarries are
being operated within a distance of about 500 feet. Therefore agriculture is affected.

How can we get water if the depth of the quarry goes below 200 feet?

The scheme should be common to all. If it affects someone and makes someone
live, it is not a project. Also you have mentioned everything like rivers, pond in the map.
But, you did not mention the pond located just 100 meters away. Due to the depth of the
quarry, water does not reach the pond or the wells. The water goes to the quarry itself.

Therefore, he expressed his opposition to the project.

4. Mr. Vaikundamani, A.P. Nadanur.

He said some one was telling that all the palm trees in this area have died. | don't
agree with that. Because the palm trees are dying even in the water prone area. He said
that one should not say that palm trees are dying because of these quarries. And we
can support our family only if we go to work every day. No work has been done in the
quarry for the last 3 days. So | have bought money from outsiders for interest. He said
that he was paying water by pawning the jewel. But we don't even have jewelry to pawn.
Therefore, he asked us to support the establishment of this quarry for employment

opportunities in our area and said that he would support the quarry.

5. Mr. A. Raj Gandhi, Thirtharapuram;

He questioned that agriculture the backbone of a country? Or stone quarry?

Already, there is no rain ground water is going down. 20-30 years ago people were



living by agriculture. We are not talking about today's situation. We are talking for future
generations. You can't stand by when blasting in a quarry. When there is an explosion,
all the shutters in our houses vibrate. The wall of the houses started to crack. If not,
make alternative arrangements for us elsewhere and run the quarry. Rain is already
low. However, when the quarry pit increases, the ground water remains in the quarry
itself. So the impact is known only to the farmer. A load of water can be brought by
spending Rs. 500 to Rs. 600. Therefore, in order to save agriculture, he said that he

opposes this quarry and requested to take a right decision considering agriculture.

6. Mr. Mari, A.P. Nadanur

He said that he has been working in this crusher for the past 4 to 5 years. They
said that the trees around the quarry is dying, it is not true. A person from Chennai has
come here for this public hearing. He stays only for few days in our village then, how he
could know about the current state of agriculture. We have planted hundreds of frees in
our quarry . |, could find all are green and live. They say there is no water. It didn't rain
very well this year. Last year too it didn't rain properly. He said that if it rains, there will
be water. And around 70 families dépend on this quarry for their livelihood. Also, my
father has been working in this quarry for 15 years, | am working for 5 years and my
brother for 3 years. Therefore, if a quarry is located in this area, our livelihood will be

improved and we are supporting this quarry said.

7. Mrs. Papa, Chokkanathampatti

She said that her husband has been working in the said quarry for 3 years, and
hefore that he went to work as a mason, and while doing so, he was out of work for
most of the days as there was no stone or sand, and his family is happy only after he
joined this quarry. And we don't have our own house. So we definitely need this job, We
can educate our children only if we have jobs. There is no use, if my husband works
abroad, separated from his children, and earn money, so permission should be given for

this quarry.

8. Mr. Mydeen, Deputy Collector, Retd., Pottalpudur

As the area where the said quarry is located is close to our town, | know the said

quarry and the surrounding quarries very well. This quarry will benefit the public. 50
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families are directly benefited by this quarry and 200 families are indirectly benefited.
The area where the quarry is situated is a barren land for many years. It is not a suitable
area for any type of cropping, agriculture or tree planting. If it rains well, we can grow
some irees. So it will provide good benefits in terms of employment opportunity to the

public living in the area. Therefore, he said that he would support the said project.

9. Mrs. Uma, A.P. Nadanur

she informed that around 700 families live in our town, out of which only 15
families survive by farming and rest of the people go fo work in crusher and quarry. Last
year, the crusher did not work for 4 months. Then | was building my house. At that time |
was buying stone for Rs.7000 per load. At the same time, | would have saved Rs.70000
if this quarry was running. About 200 families were suffered a lot. The founder of
Crusher Company is doing good for the village and public. She also said that she
supports Quarry by saying that they are providing smart class for the school and all the

necessary assistance to the students.

10. Mr. Ari Gangatharan, Valliammalpuram

He said that only about 10 people will be permanently employed at quarry. If it
does, truck drivers will work. At maximum it can employ around 50 people. If there are
1000 families in this town, 900 families are doing agriculture. So he asked to consider

this and take a decision.

141. Mr. Murugesh, Thirtharapuram;

He said that, they did not mention in the report about the school and houses
near the quarry. Also the cricket ground is located next to it. Stones have fallen many
times in these. Ground water is affected as they dig more than permitted
Theertharapuram is affected more comparing to A.P.Nadanur which is situated 3 kms
from the quarry. But, Theertharappapura is located very close not ever 500 meters. You

can know only if you survey, so he has objection on the quarry.

12. Mr. Madasamy, A.P. Nadanur Panchayat

Due to the quarries located in the A.P. Nadanur area, the ground water has gone

to a great depth, affecting agriculture a lot. They dig more than permitted by the




government. No quarry has been fined in A.P. Nadanur The government can help the
local people with that penalty amount. But individuals are gaining. A single person is
getting benefit by this project. The government Wwill take care of them, so the
government should investigate and impose 2 fine on the quarries that have extracted
more than permitied quantity and requested that the amount should be spent on the
most affected villages. A bore well or a pond should be cut out of that fund. He said that
the ground water level in entire Tenkasi district has gone down and that he will oppose

the quarrying.
13. Mr. Marirajan, Chellappillayarkulam

He said that permission is being sought for the 4th quarry of in the A.P.Nadanur
village. Three quarries are already in operational stage. All 3 guarries have gone 300-
400 feet deep. Almost 500 families are living in our Village. Among them 400 families
are agricultural families. We all Cultivate lemons. These quarries are operational since
2017. But in 2016, there was no rain for two consecutive years, but the well near the
quarry got water for at least 3 hours. But now even 10 kudam of water are not available

in that well.

At present, we can save the plants only by bringing water in tankers from outside
the agriculture. Last month alor;e, we have bought water for around 4800 rupees.
Permission has been given for the quarry for some meters. But the quarry lies deeper
than that. Officials come and inspect our village are nearby and know how deep the
quarry is. At present 3 quarries are in operation. We have passed a resolution in our
Panchayat that no permission should be given after 5 years of quarrying. We have
passed a resolution and have kept a copy of the resolution that we will not give
permission for any more quarrying. Therefore, permission should not be given to the
guarry, and if permission is given to a 4th quarry while 3 quarries are already in
operation, the village will become a desert and we have no other option but to leave the
Village. All agriculture has been destroyed. Hence he requested that permission should

not be given to the quarry.



14. Mr. Ranijith, Valliammalpuram

He said that although this quarry site is in AP Nadanur_ village, the quarry affects

Theertharapuram; is the village. Theertharapuram is affected by the quarry. Houses

have cracks. Ground water, level has dropped significantly. Basic human needs are

water and shelter. But in Theertharapuram both are affected. It is very difficult to get

drinking water. Drinking water is only available now after a great struggle. He said G.O.

No 115 has been issued on 28.10.2021 by Public Works Department. Among them, it

has been informed that no bore wells should be drilled for water distribution in 5

Panchayats in Tenkasi District Venkadampati firka. The government said the reason is

that the people have overused the ground water (over exploited) and the water level has

decreased drastically, so water should not be drawn. This decrease of ground water is

because of quarry activity. The ground water has moved from the upland to the

quarries. Theertharapuram is like an island, located in a narrow circle. No new house

can be built. The reason is that there is a fear that the houses will collapse due fo these

stone quarries. We say that the development of the village is the development of the
country. But here the villages are being desfroyed. Business development is important.
But he said that it should be investigated so that it does not affect people.

Also, it would be better if the Public hearing meeting is held in the area where the
quarry is located. Therefore, if it is held in the respective panchayats, it will be suitable
for the local people to visit and express their opinions. He also said that it would be
good if the permission is given after inspection , as agriculture is greatly affected. There

is a law that allows quarrying only beyond 300 meters of residences and 50 meters of

ancient monuments and memorials. So he requested to inspect it before permitting .

15. Mr. Rathinakumar, Bharativa Janata Party Union President, Kadayam

He said that officials are there to Iresoive people's grievances. What are you
going o do to the people of that area for water? There is no information about it in the
project report. And if this quarry is permitted, everyone in the town, from children to
adults, will have to wear face mask. He said that a government employee (nurse) was

riding a bike a month ago when a lorry that was going to a stone quarry ran over it.



16. Mrs. Prema, Chokkanathanpatti

She said that it is because of this quarry that my family lives happily and as there
are no other industries in this area, we have no other option but quarrying. Only if we
have this quarry will we get food. Those who speak against the quarry will leave today.

But who will save our family? So she requested permission to locate this quarry in our it.

17. Mr. Ramachandran, Chokanathanpatti

He said that | have not studied and | have been working in the quarry for the last
10 years. There are many people like me working in this quarry. Without this quarry,
hundreds of families will be affected of their livelihood He said that he welcomed the

project saying that it would provide employment opportunities to the people of this area.

18. Mr. Murugan, A.P. Nadanur

He said that he has been working in quarries for the past 30 years, he has 4
children, and have been earning from a salary of 35 rupees to today's salary of 800
rupees. | have worked in quarry for 30 years and have graduaied my 2 sons in
engineering. | have made another son to graduate. The last girl is also studying in
school. quarry is the source of my life. They told about the accident. There is no world
without accidents. Is it only the quarry truck makes accidents? Accidents happens
everywhere. No accidents happen anywhere. Is it only the stone quarry truck that has
the accident? They say there is no water, and frees go dry. But ask them to look around

the quarry where | work. The trees around are green & live . He said and requested that

permission should be given for the quarry.
19. Mr. Sakul Hameed, Pottalpudur

He said that he has been working in the above crusher since. | have married all
my 3 daughters working in this crusher. This crusher is my livelihood. 3 years ago river
sand has been sold at Rs 10000 per unit, now M.Sand is available at Rs 3000 per unit

only after the arrival of this crusher. So he requested to permit for this quarry.



e o R S R AL W .

r

20. Nir. Marimuthu, Theertharapuram

He said that two or three women who speak earlier said that stone quarry near
Theertharapuram is benefiting us a lot then why did they stop the quarry which was
operating near chockkanadarpatti. The quarry near Theertharapuram should
run,whereas the quarry near chokkanadarpatti should not run, People from
Theertharapuram should die. whereas the people from chokkanadarpati should live.
What justification is this? What justification is this? Even if they go to work for 100 days
they can manage the family. Instead, it is 2 wrong perception that only quarry can
support the family. My house is near the quarry. First i set up a bore well in my house to
a depth of 150 feet. But there is no water in it. So now | have set up a bore well at a
depth of 300 feet. But | could get water for 10 minutes our livelihood is severely

affected due to quarrying. So he said no quarrying should be permitted in our area.

21. Mr. Neelkandan, Theertharapuram

He said that he has been working in the above quarry for the last 12 years. |
have educated my two children by working in this quarry. A person who spoke said that
he can live if he goes to job opportunities for 100 days work scheme, it | go for work
there and get paid what will | do for the rest of the days. So if the quarry is located in

this area family's livelihood will be improved and he wholeheartedly supports the

construction of the said quarry.

22. Mr. Dhinakaran, District Secretary, Nam Tamilar Party, Alankulam

He said that he has come from my party to register that no mining should be

permitted. They have created an image that they can only survive if they have a quarry.

But the government can replace the quarry with another good factory and provide

employment opportunities to the people here. Therefore no quarrying should be

permitted is my suggestion.

23. Mr. Vetrivel, Sokkanathanpatti

He said that it will be good for us if the quarry is located in this area. If you go fo

another area for quarry work, the situation is line, | should state there We cannot take
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care of our family and kids properly. It's not easy for me to come home for any

emergency and ill health of my kids .so | request you to set up the quarry in our area.
24. Mr. Chinnathurai, Papankulam '

He said that he does not know how many people in this meeting are masons.
They are saying to stop the quarry, if the quarry is stopped where will the go for stone
and m.sand At present one unit is available for Rs 1600 per unit. But if the quarry here
is stopped they should get it from the neighbouring district. Then it will cost around

Rs.10000 .in that case, how can the people here can built houses and said that he

would support the quarry.

25. Mr. Balamurugan, Thirtharapuram

He said that on January 5th, a public meeting was held to set up a quarry near
the this quarry. Many schools and colleges are functioning around our village. There are
only two connecting roads from our town to this school. School and college vehicles are
stopped by these quarries when they take children from our village. Because of
explosions in the quarry, vehicles has to be stopped on both sides. Even if an
ambulance comes on both roads at the time of explosion. you have ta stop for 10
minutes blast in the stone quarry. All the mineral resources they extract from here are

used only to transport to the neighboring state.

Not only that, many primary health centers and government schools are located
near our village. But ,they did not mention in the project report. Consider a 10 feet pit
with water . But if you cut a 20 feet trench next to it, the water goes there by itself. All
the resources of Theertharapuram is agriculture. One hundred percent is agriculture. 3
quarries are already operational. A consultation is currently being held for the 4th
quarry. Are the existing quarries operating without violating the norms? All are
violations. It is said in the project report that we will plant 2000 saplings. Can you tell
how many saplings have been planted and cared for in the last 15 years? He said that
the trees they are said to have had not even grown 6 feet. They say air poliution is
invisible to the eye. But the poliution caused by them is not only visible to the eyes, but

even to the children in the womb. They damage the environment fo such an extent, If
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you stand outside for 5 minutes and go inside the house, you will have so much dust on
your head. How can you breathe when if are like that? What is the relationship between
children’s education and Quarry ? without good health how can you make your kids

study .you can't visit the hospital every day.

liness is not immediately apparent. It will be known only after 10-20 years. All
are fine particles. We cannot go inside the quarry and see, if we cross the gate they file

a case.

Not only that, they waste almost several lakh liters of water. But there is no
intention to water the trees on the side. They said that 60-70 families will get
employment. But that will definitely not happen. Because nowadays all modemn

machines are used. If so, how will they get employed

And the quarry is blasted with a 2 % inch hole. Imagine what would happen if
they blasted 2 %'inches by 20 feet. Come and investigate at Theertharapuram.
Therefore, he requested that the project should not be approved. And he said that he is

representing on behalf of my Theertharapuram village people.
26. Mr. Ramakrishnan, A.P. Nadanur

He said that we definitely want this quarry and our village is solely dependent on
quarry. All the protestors have a bore well in their house. If they push a button they get
enough water. But all those who came fo show their support have taken water from the
street pipe set up by the government at home. Supporters' children are studying in
government schools. But the protestors' children are studying in private schools. All of
them are well educated and doing well. But we depend on quarrying, masonry work and
daily wage labor for the next meal. In our A.P.Nadanoor village , three-fourths of the
people survive by doing wage work. So we have no livelinood other than quarrying.

Therefore, he requested that permission should be given for quarrying.

27. Mrs. Annakili, A.P. Nadanur

She said that she has been married for 40 years. We live in the same town. So
far no damage happened of this quarry; there is no proper rain for past 4 years. They

are saying people are sick because of quarry where there is not disease? Do, people
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from other villages don't have any heart disease? Disease is everywhere. This quarry is
operating for last 40 years there is no any ill impact what is going to happen now. So,

she requested to permit for the quarry operation.

28. Mr. Ramaraj, A.P. Nadanur

He said that he is not against or in support to the quarry. I'm here to talk in
general. These quarries have generated taxes of more than 2 crores. A pond can be
made with it. But don't say to stop a project. There will won't be any business if you are
stopping it for any political reason same as we can't stop the gave in opening TASMAC
near the village. | objected the other quarry because they took high voltage power poles
through the roads of the village. But this quarry owner will not harm the people. Their
crushers are equipped with air pollution control equipment to prevent the spread of dust.

They are also equipped with sound dampening devices to reduce engine vibrations.

They are saying it would have been better if the consultation was held locally. But
it is not possible to have a police station in every Village for that purpose. Similarly, the
district collector's office cannot be placed in every village . If it is necessary for us to go
out express our opinions, then have to go. In AP Nadanoor village, there was only one
elevators previously. But , now people indii;idually have 45 Tractors and prospered in
their business, .because of this quarry lot of people have directly and indirectly have
been employed and dependent on this quarry wearing a face mask is a tool to save our
life. The quarry has paid Rs.2.26 crores to the government from that fund demand good
schemes for AP Nadanoor and Theertharapuram villages to the government, use all the
connecting roads and demand the fund from the panchayath chairman. He requested to
ask Panchayat Chairman for funds. They also said that 55 lakhs have been allocated as

green fund. He said that the money could be used for local development. For such

reasons he supports this project.

29, Mr. Jaya Arasu , Theertharapuram

He said that the quarry is located near Theertharapuram village, it is next to AP

Nadanoor panchayat. | am here to object against the quarry, rain is natures gift. we can

get it only if it rains of its own. The distance between my paddy field and the quarry is
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about 500 meters, officials should come to Theertharapuram village to investigate this
while they come they have to come to our village. Because, the impact is minimal to
others when comparing to Theertharapuram village. They dig more than permitted. if
they transporting to Kerala, how will they get the goods locally? So, | request not to
permit this quarry. As the previous quarries are dug deeps, our wells have gone day.
There were no quarries where operating during the corona periods. No government
offices were functioning. But only agriculture was carried out. For a country wellbeing
three tips should work well. Farmers plough tips, was tip and tip of a pen. so he

concluded by saying our village will live well when we thick carefully by the tip of a pen.

30. Mrs. Shanti, A.P. Nadanur

She said that her husband and herself are working in the quarry for our daily
food. Those opposing the quarry will come from Chennai and talk and leave tomorrow.
Those who are protesting will come and leave our village like a guest and they works in
Chennai. But we have to be here for 365 days. Where do we go for work? Let Ask them
to find another good job for my husband, we will stop working in quarry. But do you

know how many people are living from this quarry? So she requested to give permission

to set up this quarry.

31. Mrs. Benazir Bequm, Pottalpudur

She said that her father has been working in crusher since her childhood. Our
father got 3 daughter married after working in this crusher. Our family wouldn't exist if
this crusher would have not been there. My husband had no job in Chennai. After that
he came from Chennai and my husband has been also working in the said crusher for
last 5 years. In between the crusher was out of operation for 4 months. She requested

that permission should be given for this quarry.

32. Mr. Mariselvam, Thirtharapuram;

She said that the Quarry is located in A.P.Nadanur Village, but the nearest
village is Theertharapuram village. we are the most affected village. There is a stone
quarry at Nalangattalai 4 km near our village and 1 km from our village. There is a
another quarry. A public hearing was held at Alankulam for thé quarry. We understand

that it has been put on hold for now. The owner who is currently conducting the hearing
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has been running the quarry for the past 15 years. They said that the license of the last
operating Quarry has expired in 2023. But it is said that the license has been extended
for a period of 1 year due to the suspension during the Corona period. But they were
taking stones day and night even during Corona period. Construction workers say they
are short of stone and sand. But there is a shortage here due to the transportation of
stones to Kerala. People speaking here are speaking in ignorance. Don't think I'm

talking about me and my friends. I'm just talking about what's good for everyone.

In 2010, when my brother was building a house, the water was at a depth of 27
feet. But now, the water goes below 350 feet. Calculate the difference over a specified
15-year period. So, if you continue like this, you will get water only if you go up to 1000
feet. We all know that when digging from the uplands, all the water will go towards low
lying area. In that case the ground water will decrease. If at all failure in periodic rainfall

is a factor, quarrying is the most likely cause of groundwater depletion.

Last 10 years ago three harvest of paddy has been cultivated. Then last 4 years
ago 2 harvest of paddy was produced. But at present only one harvest is cultivated.
This is because of our ground water is depleted due to quarrying. All the trees in this
area are day. Especially the palm trees are dried. Palm trees do not fall anywhere in
Tamil Nadu. But only in this area are the palm trees dried. The quarries are the reason
for the loss of this palm grove. The most affected is our Theertharapuram. It is the
village, so investigate. So if we destroy agriculture and give priority to another industry,

our descendants will suffer. Therefore, he said that permission should not be given for

the construction of this stone quarry.

33. Mrs. Krishnaveni, A.P. Nadanur

e T N CGUATILE

She said that her husband has been working in the crusher here for the past 30

years. No health issues so far. They said the dust spreads, but that's not the case. | can
do a roll beedi for 100 rupees only. All that made our children study was by crusher and

quarry work. So, she requested to give permission for this quarry in our area,
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34. Mrs. Thangapushpam, A.P. Nadanur

She said that this crusher has been working since | was a kid there is no harm
from it. Educated people go outside and get their jobs. Their foreign have earned and
now they own agricultural lands and they look after it. We don't have proper income and
we don’t have agricultural land too. what should we do? This quarry is our only hope so

she said that they want this quarry.
35. Mr. Shankar, Alwarkurichi Town Panchayat Vice Chairman, Alwarkurichi

He said that he has come to speak because the meeting is being held in our
town. This is how they said no to Koodankulam Nuclear Power Plant last 4-5 years ago.
At that time there was a lot of electricity shortage in our town. But now there is no power
shortage after the establishment of nuclear power plant. Similarly, farmers are
protesting at Neyveli Thermal Power Station. But only if electricity is generated there,
we can supply power o 10 districts Uninteruptly, so if the quarry is located in our area,
the cost of construction materials like stone and sand will come down. Otherwise Rs.
1000 to 2000 per unit will have o be spent extra. So, Quarries are essential and should

be permitted without harming the public.

36. Mr. Sakthivel, Murukantiyur.

He said that he has been working in quarrying for the past 30 years. Even though
other quarries are equipped with machines, we will get job in this Quarry .Our family’s
livelihood are dependent on this quarry, SO he requested that quarry is definitely

needed.

37. Mr. Pazhanisamy, Murukantiyur.

He said that he has been working in the quarry for the last 15 years, he has 3
children, he has educated his children in a good institute by working in the quarry.

Therefore, it will be beneficial if the above quarry is established .He said that he would

support the quarry.
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38. Mr. Ramsingh, Murukantiyur.

He said that he has been working in quarrying for the past 30 years. There is no
harm from this quarry. Our family livelihood is maintained because of the quarry, so he

requested that quarry is definitely needed.

39. Mrs. Tamaraikani, A.P. Nadanur

She said that quarry and crusher have been properly equipped with dust-proof
and air-blocking devices. My husband is also in the above mentioned quarry; He has

been working for more than 30 years. And next to the quarry is our land, it has no effect.

So she said that we definitely want this quarry.
40. Mrs. Karpagam, Thirtharapuram;

She said that our village is the nearest village to the quarry. Our Village is located
within about 500 meters. From this quarry Earlier in our village we use to get water by

drilling 30 meters. But at present there is a shortage of drinking water, she requested to

get adequate water supply after enquiring the site.

41. Nir. Velmurugan, Murukantiyur.

He said he is working in Quarry. They say there is no ground water. If you say
there is no underground water because of Quarry, then where does that water go?

Therefore, he said that underground water has nothing to do with the quarry and said

that his support is only for the quarry.

42. Mr.S. Kanmani, A.P. Nadanur

He informed that they leave this quarry, we cannot go anywhere else to work, so

we must have this quarry in our locality.

43. Mr. Sathiyaraj

He said that he has purchased a new Hitiatchi machine through TADCO financial

assistance, and that 50-60 people are employed in this quarry, and expressed his

support for the establishment of the quarry.
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44. Mr. Thamaraichelvan, A.P. Nadanur

He said that his father worked in the quarry for more than 30 years. After that my
brother and myself | was working in the crusher. All our livelihood is crusher and quarry.

So he requested that the quarry should be established in our area.
45. Mr. A. Muthuraman, Thirtharapuram:

He said that he has come to comment that permission should not be given to this
quarry because this quarry is very close to our village, so he requested that permission

should not be given to this stone quarry. He said that they will protest if the quarry is
permitted.

46. Mr. Raja Sekar, Murukantiyur.

He said that he has been breaking stones with hammer in this quarry for past 10

years, so we want this Quarry in our area.

47. Mr. Raguraman, Theertharapuram;

He said that all the supporters speak about livelihood, but the protestors are
youngsters. He asked, don't the kids follow the trucks get dust allergies? so come and

study the field and know the pros and cons of quarrying. Therefore, he said that he

requested not to sef up a stone quarry.

48. Samsul Hudha, Pottalpudur

He said that these quarries have paid 3.75 Crores to government as seniorage.
They have paid 38 Lakhs as District Mineral Fund (DMF) and 52.5 lakhs as Green
Fund. Currently according fo the executive order of the district collector a total sum of
9.25 crores have been allotted to respective village panchayats. This means 75 percent
of the seniorage paid by the quarry owners will be allocated to the gram panchayat. In
this financial year 2021-2022 alone Rs.2.25 crores has been paid as seniorage fees out
which 1.66 crores has been allotted to the A.P.Nadanur village panchayat by the
government Rs.39 lakhs as DMF fund can be utilized for upgrading the 12 kms link
roads are pending as Green fund with government .The funds allotted is only to the

A.P.Nadanur village.On behalf of Theerthaarappapuram Village a representation can be
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sent to the government to get the fund. There is a proper order from the National green

tribunal like usage of the green fund for the Farmers in and around 1 Km of the quarry

Further, he said that earlier, ammonia nitrate was used as an explosive. But now
they use non electrical lignatator (NONEL)-, the National Green Tribunal has
recommended -to reduce the distance from 300 meters to 200 meters, so the quarrying
industry is currently being done by modernizing the technology. Therefore, the damage

caused by the quarry is currently being limited, he said.

49, Mr. Murugan, Thirtharapuram;

| got my daughter married by working in the quarry. | have got another son who
study in college. So he asked us to give permission to set up this quarry which is our

livelihood.

50. Mr. Seyad Ibrahim, Pottalpudur.

He said that he has been working in this quarry for the past 5 years. He said that
before this he was working in Chennai and he came hére because the job there was not
good. He said that due to the fact that everyone had a day off today, water was not
sprinkled on the road to control the dust, and on other days, the crusher quarry was
running without any dust. He also said that coconut trees and many frees are being

planted and maintained in Crusher and Quarry and said that he would support Quarry.

At the end of the meeting, after receiving the petitions given by the public in
written form, Revenue Divisional Officer, Sankarankovil thanked all the public who had
remained calm and voiced their opinions so far. The meeting was concluded after

informing that all the comments of the public have been recorded and the recorded

comments will be sent to the government.

- Ko Sedorrw

District Emurl T ?i?er, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Cornittol Board, Sankarankovil.

Tirunelveli
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