MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH

STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRIES (8 NOS.) AT ARASAMPALAYAM VILLAGE,

KINATHUKADAVU TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT COVERING OVERALL

EXTENT OF 15.31.22 Ha ON 07.02.2023 AT 11.00 A.M AT M/s. PRS THIRUMANA

MANDAPAM, ELUR PIRIVU, ELUR, COIMBATORE-POLLACHI MAIN ROAD,

COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

Name of the Project:

Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarries (8 Nos.) at Arasampalayam

Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District covering overall extent of 15.31.22

Ha.
Sl. Name and Address of the proposed Details
No. quarries
1. M/s M.Loganathan Rough Stone and Gravel Proposed quarrying of 0.78.50
Quarry, S.F. No: 3601A1, 360/1A2(P) & Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel
360/1A3, Arasampalayam Village,
Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District
2. M/s M.Rasamani Rough Stone Quarry, S.F. Proposed quarrying of 0.90.0 Ha
No: 361/1A & 362/1, Arasampalayam Village, | Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel
Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District
3. M/s M.Vishwanathan Rough Stone and Proposed quarrying of 1.00.5 Ha
Gravel Quarry, S.F. No: 360/1A5 & 360/1A6, | Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel
Arasampalayam Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk,
Coimbatore District
4. M/s Thiru. K.Ravikumar Rough Stone and Proposed quarrying of 1.40.0 Ha

Gravel Quarry, S.F. No: 355/2A (P),
355/2C(P) & 355/2D1A(P), Arasampalayam
Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk,

Coimbatore District

Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel




M/s Thiru. S.Abdul Jabbar, Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, S.F. No: 364,
Arasampalayam Vi!lage, Kinathukadavu Taluk,

Coimbatore District

Proposed quarrying of 3.85.5 Ha

Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel

M/s Sri Mahalakshmi Blue Metals Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F. No: 149/4A,
149/2B, 3C, 4C, 3A, 4B & 3B, Arasampalayam
Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk,

Coimbatore District

Proposed quarrying of 4.26.72
Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel

M/s Thiru. C.Ganesh Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, S.F. 151/1E(P),
Arasampalayam Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk,

Coimbatore District

Proposed quarrying of 1.58.0 Ha
Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel

M/s V.Somasundaram Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, S.F No. 360/1B(P), 360/1E &
360/1G, Arasampalayam Village,
Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District

Proposed quarrying of 1.43.0 Ha
Hectares of Rough Stone & gravel

Present:

Dr. R.Chandrasekaran

| District Environmental Engineer,

District Revenue Officer,

Dr.S.Selva Surabi : | (Stamps),
Coimbatore District.

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Dr.N.Rajkumar

Assistant Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.

Thiru.C.Prabhu

Assistant Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.




Thiru.A.S.Arunkumar

Assistant,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Thiru. M.Loganathan

Proprietor,
M/s M.Loganathan Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry

Thiru.M.Rasamani

Proprietor
M/s M.Rasamani Rough Stone Quarry

Thiru.M.Vishwanathan

Proprietor
M/s M.Vishwanathan Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry

Thiru.K.Ravikumar

Proprietor
M/s Thiru. K.Ravikumar Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry

10.

Thiru.Abdul Jabbar

Proprietor,
S.Abdul Jabbar, Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry

11.

Tmt.Sr Mahalakshmii

Proprietrix,
M/s Sri Mahalakshmi Blue Metals Rough Stone

and Gravel Quarry

12

Thiru.C.Ganeash

Proprietor,
C.Ganesh Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry

13.

Thiru.V.Somasundaram

Proprietor,
M/s V.Somasundaram Rough Stone and Gravel

Quarry

14.

Thiru.M.Shaik Nawas

EIA Consultant
M/s. GEO Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem.

Public

157 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)
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The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South welcomed the District Revenue Officer (Stamps), Coimbatore
District, other Officials, all general public and project proponents who are
attending the public hearing for the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarries (8
Nos.) at Arasampalayam Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District covering
overall extent of 15.31.22 Ha namely (i) M/s M.Loganathan Rough Stone & Gravel
Quarry, (i) M/s M.Rasamani Rough Stone Quarry, (i) M/s M.Vishwanathan Rough
Stone & Gravel Quarry, (iv) M/s Thiru. K.Ravikumar Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry,
(v) M/s S.Abdul Jabbar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, (vi) M/s Sri Mahalakshmi
Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry (vii) M/s C.Ganesh Rough Stone &
Gravel Quarry & (viii) M/s V.Somasundaram Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry located
at Arasampalayam Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District are the
proposed projects required to get Environmental Clearance (EC) from the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority-of Tamilnadu. He added that the
public notice informing the conducting of Public Hearing was published in
“Dinakaran” and “Times of India” dated 30.12.2022 and 30 days time was given.
He also pointed out the EIA report and Executive summary are made available
for public reference at respective Offices. He further informed that the project
consultant would make a presentation on the proposed project, after which the

public can express their views and suggestions.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the
public and reply by the project proponent will be recorded through videography /
Audio and the same will be sent to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change/ State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamil
Nadu.

The District Revenue Officer (Stamps), Coimbatore District has initiated the
Public Hearing process. The District Environmental Engineer requested the
project consultant to explain about their proposed project through power point
presentation regarding the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarries (8 Nos.) at
Arasampalayam Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District covering overall

extent of 15.31.22 Ha and requested the public to register their views after



presentation.

Thereafter, Thiru.M.Shaik Nawas, EIA Consultant, M/s. Geo-Exploration
and Mining Solutions, Salem, consultant of the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarries (8 Nos.) project has made presentation about the proposed Rough
stone & Gravel Quarry projects to the public along with Environmental
Management Plan.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Coimbatore South has invited the public and the participants to
express their views and comments about the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel

Quarry projects. The views and suggestions of the public are detailed below:
1. Thiru.Devaraj, Vadachithoor:

He stated that he is the President of Parents - Teacher’'s Association and
his wife served as a President of Vadachitoor Panchayat for two terms and he
served as Panchayat president for one term. He further stated that the crusher
owners has done lot of help to the people of his village. They are still doing many
public related works in his area. Two years back, in Vadachitoor public
requested to establish Government Primary Health Centre. That is request of the
public for the past fifty years. The same was requested from the Government
also. The then Additional Collector inspected the site owned by a Mosque. The
land was gifted to establish Primary Health centre. The Additional Collector
requested to level the gifted land (as it contains many ups and downs) proposed
for construction of Primary Health Centre. The crusher owners have completely
carried out the levelling works which costs around Rs.15 Lakhs and they helped
them. Because of that people from around 30 nearby villages are benefitted now.
Today the Primary Health Centre is functioning in that area due the support of
the crusher owners. Whatever the infrastructure facilities required for the
Government School at Vadachitoor, the crusher owners have provided. They
have provided water tank worth Rs.6 Lakhs with pipe line connections. Similarly
one the crusher owner from Karachery has given Rs.1.20 Lakhs as one year
salary to the teachers. Similarly they have helped to improve the infrastructure
facilities of nearby temples. They are not only helping in that area but also in the

surrounding villages. Environmental pollution will be there in all activities due to



increase in population, vehicle facilities etc.,, In building construction,
Government itself is encouraging the use of M-Sand and P-Sand. Lot of people
are living based on these types of activities. There is no impacts due to this
crusher businesses. He also stated that the same shall be regularised and

monitored properly and requested to issue permission to the quarries.
2. Thiru.Kumarasamy, Vadachitoor:

He said that the basic needs for human is food, clothes and shelter. In
earlier days people consumed millets like ragi, jowar, corn etc., but now the food
habit itself has been changed. He said that he is doing business with rice mundy
at Vadachitoor for the past 25 years. Today fast food is being practised and the
People are not doing any cooking activities in their houses. We accepted that.
Nowadays people are not using a dress more than three times. All are expecting
changes. He added that there are lot of changes in dressing of the people.
Similarly, in recent days the shelter also changed. In early days constructions
works were carried out in one or two places but today all individual are planning
to construct as per their wish even in 3 cents of land. The basic requirement for
that are stone quarries only. He informed that in his area the construction
materials will be delivered within half an hour. The quarries are very helpful even
to the middle class people for construction of houses. He added that the stone
quarry owners are spending their profit amount for carrying out public works.
They helped the local public to construct Narayanasamy temple. He said that he
is the President of Vadachitoor Government Higher Secondary School's
Development Committee. The quarry owners are fulfilling the requirements of the
school. They are also helping for public works and to improve the Government
Primary Health Centre in which publics are benefitted. So he requested to permit

the quarries.
3. Tmt.Pongiammal, Karachery:

She stated that she is working as ward member in Arasampalayam
Panchayat. The quarries provide job opportunities to both educated and
uneducated youth in that area. The livelihood of uneducated people, farmers,

mazdoors are depend on these quarries. She requested to permit the quarries



on behalf of her village.
4. Thiru.Kittusamy, Karachery:

He said that stone quarries are the basic of agriculture. He added that
when compared back to 25 years, their village has been improved and the
people who came for job from outside are also living on par with the native
villagers. He said that he is involved in agriculture from the age of five and
informed that the person who involves in agriculture in that area cannot make
progress in his life. Nothing can be done in his area. If there is one stone quarry
100 villagers will be employed. If there are 10 quarries more than 1000 people

will get job and he requested not to oppose the quarries approval.
5. Thiru.Senthilkumar, Myleripalayam:

He stated that he is the member of 5th ward in Myleripalayam Panchayat
and also President of non-organizational Union of Construction Society. He
added that next to agriculture, construction business is carried out in his village.
For the construction businesses stone quarries are essential and the same is
available very near to them in that area. Stone quarries are the basic support for
many people in that area and improvements have came due to stone quarries.
Around 40 quarries in that area are using the Myleripalayam-Dehani road which
is in damaged condition. The road has to be widened and improved so as to
facilitate the transports. Air pollution will be controlled. He also requested in the
last public hearing also. Old people of that area are also involved in road works.

He finally requested to permit all the proposed stone quarries.
6. Thiru.Krishnasamy, Myleripalayam:

He said that he is the former President of that Village Panchayat. All the
people are benefitted by more quarries and requested all others to cooperate to

get permission to the proposed quarries.
7. Thiru.Balasubramanian, Myleripalayam:

He stated that from 1990 onwards the entire Myleripalayam Village is
depending on stone quarries. Nowadays latest machineries like JCB & Poclain



are used. He added that the people of that area were involved in road works in
early days. He requested to issue permission without scrutinization.

8. Thiru.Vadivel, Arasampalayam:

He stated that even after completing M.Com degree and teacher training
he was unemployed. At that time the stone quarries helped for his employment
and fifty other people and he thanked for that.

9. Thiru.Velusamy, Myleripalayam:

He said there is no problem due to the existence of stone quarries. He

added that there is air pollution in the roads which has to be rectified.
10. Thiru.Kutty, Myleripalayam:

He wished every one and said that during 1985 there was drought in that
area and not able to continue agriculture activities. He added that M/s P.M.
Malaiyan & Co has helped them. The above area is depending on that company
alone. He said that there is no problem due to quarries and requested to give

permission to the quarries.
11. Thiru.Vinothkumar, Karachery:

He stated that he is a degree holder. After completing his degree he
searched for jobs but he didn’t get jobs anywhere. He said that he got job in the
quarries operated in his own village. Similarly everyone will get job in quarries.

There is no opposition. He requested to give permission to the quarries.

12. Thiru.Ganesh, Arasampalayam:

He said that he is working as a driver. He added that there is very less
works since the permission to the quarries are not given so far. He informed that
his income will increase only if the quarries are operated and also the people will

get more works.



13. Thiru.R.Ashok Kumar, Arasampalayam:

He informed that he is a driver and as the quarry operations are stopped

he is suffering without job and requested to permit the quarries at the earliest.
14. Thiru.Jagadeeshwaran:

He said that he was born in 1976 and there were around 250 families in
his village at that time. The economically rich people lived in tiled roof houses
and others lived in thatched roof houses. All were suffering in poverty. In 1985-
90, since there was no proper rainfall in his area, his parents went to Ukkadam
and involved in the activities of lettuce selling and lived in that income. All the
people in that have planned to vacate the village before introduction of quarries
in that area. At that time only the quarries were established in that area. He
added that after establishment of quarries in his area, the local people got jobs
and economically improved. After that not only the owners of the quarries earned
but also the public like him were employed and benefitted by the quarries.
Approximately 400 families are living in that area and all are living well. The
degree holders in his area are also involved in quarry related businesses.
Agriculture does not support in that area. No adequate water sources. He said
that people are living based on the quarries only. The quarry owners have
helped and supported to construct temples in that area. They are very much
benefitted by the quarries. There are no negative things. Hence he requested the

officials to issue permission to the proposed quarries.
15. Thiru.Sathish, Karachery:

He informed that he is involved in lorry business and transporting
boulders. Since the lease period of the quarries expired, now he is not involved
in such works. He added that in earlier days he had small truck and with help of
quarry business he purchased larger trucks. He is suffering for the past two
years. He added that he is not able to pay even fees for his children. The people
who are employed in these quarries earlier days went to other Government
works (100 days employment) of the Panchayat. They are not getting works
continuously. Even during the non-operational period of the quarries, the owners
of the quarry helped to develop the Government school’'s infrastructure. The

9



people in that area are depending on these quarries and he requested to
consider the issue of permission to these quarries.

16. Thiru.Jayaprakash, Dehani:

He said that he is involved in transport business. Since the lease period of
the quarries expired he is not able to continue his business for the past one year.
The cost of the materials have been increased due to reduction in availability of
the materials, because of that all the people are affected. He requested to issue

the permission to the quarries at the earliest.
17. Thiru.Sathish Kumar, Karachery:

He said that he involved in lorry business with two lorries. Since there is
lack of works, he is not able to pay the bank dues for the loan obtained to
purchase lorries. He added that he is not able to pay for his drivers. If the
quarries are following the Government rules, then it has to be permitted, which
helps all the people in employment. He stated that he has obtained three
degrees and even then he was not able to earn more in his job. So he involved
in lorry business and earning better. Now he is able to take care of the persons

depending on him and requested to give permission to the quarries soon.
18. Thiru.Senthil Kumar, Arasampalam:

He said that he is a driver and the drivers like him are unemployed for the
past three years since the lease of these quarries have expired. He requested to

consider the issue of permission to these quarries at the earliest.
19. Thiru.Mathesh, Karachery:

He stated that he is working as JCB operator for the past three years. He
and his friends are suffering without adequate income since the lease of the
quarries have been expired. Hence he requested to permit the quarries at the

earliest.
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20. Thiru.Aruchamy, Panapatti:

He stated that his agricultural lands are located at around 300 m distance
from K.N.Venjatachalam rough stone quarry. He added that he is involved in
lorry business with two lorries but there is unavailability of adequate materials to
transport. He requested to give permission to the proposed quarry which in turn

will help to improve his life.
21. Thiru.Rajendran, Karachery:

He informed that if permission is given to these quarries it will be good to

all people in that area.
22. Thiru.Kathiresh, Karachery:

He informed that his land is located near the quarries and earlier there
was problems during the blasting activities and pollution was created. At present
due to gas blasting techniques there is no pollution and vibrations. Fencing has
been provided around the quarry boundary, tree saplings are being grown. He
added that at present there are no problems to the people living near the
quarries. Since there is no licence to the quarries, there is lack of availability of
materials including M-Sand. So he requested to give permission to the quarries

at the earliest.
23. Thiru.Prakash, Karachery:

He stated that stone quarries are the prime business in that area. There is
no adequate income in agriculture. Lot of people are employed in the quarries

and hence requested to permit the quarries at the earliest.
24. Thiru.Kathick, Dehani:

He said that he is educated and the quarries are located in Dehani and
Karachery areas. There are no other company in his area. So only if the quarries
are permitted the people in that area will grow economically. Since there is no
other business in that area, and all are depended on quarries, he requested to

issue license to the quarries soon.
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25. Thiru.Sabarinathan, Karachery:

He informed that he is working as driver for the past five years and at
present there is no adequate job as the quarry licenses have expired. In order to

get continuous jobs he requested to issue license to the quarries soon.

26. Thiru.Mukilan, Co-ordinator, Tamil Nadu Suttru Soolal Pathukappu
lyakkam:

He wished the District Revenue Officer, District Environmental Engineer,
Other Government officials, Environmentalists, quarry owners, worker from the
quarries and press people. He stated that though quarrying activities are existing
since 30 years, the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in 2018 has ordered that if
the total quarry area for the quarries located in cluster within 500 m radius
exceeds 5 hectare i.e 12.5 acres exisfing and new quarries shall apply for
permission after conducting public hearing. Based on that order only the public is
conducted now. He added his wishes and congratulation to the District
Administration of Coimbatore District because for that past ten years as per the
rules, only Nonel blasting been done in the stone quarries, blasting to be done
as per Government rules i.e between 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm, there should be no
vibrations from the blasting activities and the same shall be controlled with sand
bags, closed with tarpaulins and tyres above that. Blasting should be done only
through mud pull technique. The holes to be drilled with jockey hammer method
that too for a depth of 5 feet (1.5 m) and 4 feet distance to be maintained
between each hole drilled, a bench has to be created with 5m width, length and
height but most of the quarries are not following the above. He added that they
continuously requested to follow the rule in most of the areas it is not followed.
In 10-Muthur village people are opposing illegal blasting method. Whereas the
District Collector, Coimbatore while answering their questions, in Coimbatore
District all the quarries are blasting with Nonel method and if there is non
compliance then "O" section will be contacted to get the solution. He further
stated that on enquiring it is known that all the quarries in Coimbatore District as
carrying out Nonel technique for blasting operations. He thanked the District
Administration for that. The public hearing is not conducted to decide whether to
permit the quarry or not. The project consultant in his power point presentation

12



has shown about the air pollution, soil poliution, water pollution, noise pollution
and it affect not only the people of that area but also other living things. The
socio-economic activities will also be affected. The presentation should contain
details about remedial measures to mitigate the impacts. In the presentation it
was explained about the welfares done by the quarry owners. The project
consultant explained the impacts due to this proposed quarries in report but he
has not discussed about that. The consultant explained about the activities
carried out to mitigate the impacts but whether it can be implemented? Or the
other quarries which are in operation is doing all those activities? Whether the
existing quarries in that area are operated by following the Government rules?
He added that he has come there to speak about the above details. He stated
that the rules are common to all. For the stone quarries, the rules are given in
Minor Minerals Concession Rules 1959 book. The Rules in the book are
applicable to common man, workers and officers. In the book, Section 36 (1)
says that there should be no Panchayat or DTCP approved residences/ houses
and lay outs within 300 m radius from the rough stone quarries. After issuing
quarry approval no houses/ residence to be constructed within 300 m radius
from the quarry boundary. Here they have shown eight S.F Nos. (151,
355,360,361,364). He stated that his team has verified through the Government
sketch to check the S.F Nos. and existence of residences/ houses around the
proposed quarry site, whether it is as per the rules. He further stated that there is
a residence. In S.F No. 142, in S.F Nos.148,151,152 and 357 there is a
residence/ house in each field. There are two houses each in S.F Nos. 152,158
and 354. There are 3 houses in S.F Nos. 159 & 311 respectively. The lands in
the southern side of the proposed quarry belongs to Arasampalayam Village and
northern side belongs to Pachapalayam village. In that, particularly in S.F No. 80
— 3 residences/ houses, S.F No. 83 - 2 residences/ houses, 84 — 1 residence/
house, 85 — 3 residences/ houses, 90, 92, 93, 94 — 1 house each are existing.
The land surrounding the proposed quarry area i.e. in S.F Nos. 355,360,361
located within 300 m radius has residences/ houses. The details are not
informed by him but the same is mentioned in the revenue records i.e FMB
sketch. Not only the houses, in S.F No. 91 of Pachapalayam there is

Karuparayan Temple. Similarly in S.F No. 158 of Arasampalayam there is
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Muniappan Temple, there is a water body named Paragusan kuttai in S.F No. |
91. All the above details are mentioned in the revenue records. If the rules are
common to all, then how the new quarries can be permitted in that site and also
how the renewal can be issued to the already operating quarries in that area?
There is no exemption in the rules. Wearing helmet is a rule which is common to
all including officer and the rulers. There are many residences/ houses located in
that area as per revenue records and also still many village houses are there
which is not updated in the revenue records so far. Also houses have been
constructed by availing loans. Then how the Village Administrative Officer (VAO)
has certified that there are no residences around the proposed quarry area.
Similar incidents happened in Karur and Tirupur area where fake certificates
were issued by the VAOs and actions are being initiated by the respective
District Collectors by filing cases. Earlier to get the crop loan, certificates can be
obtained from the respective VAOs with the help of adangal alone. After that field
inspection, will be carried out to verify the crop. But nowadays crop loan is
issued only if the crop is cultivated. This is practised in agriculture but how for
stone quarry, VAOs are issuing fake certificates? Then how the country and its
people depending on the officer can live well? He also requested to inform the
District Collector about the fake certificate issued by the VAO.

He further stated that out of eight quarries applied for license one is the
new quarry and other seven are already existing quarries. In the presentation the
consultant mentioned the proceedings of District Collector issued during 2021-
22. The public hearing is conducted not based on some one's interest. The
quarry owners have submitted the proposal about stone quarry details, mining
plan and other records to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA) and the SEIAA has issued Terms of References (ToR) with instructions
to assess listed 50 parameters given the list. In that it is informed to assess the
soil, water, air, noise and biodiversity within 10 km radius of the proposed quarry
site. Even the trees in that area have to be assessed. All the open wells located
within 1 km radius of the proposed quarry site have to be assessed and the
reports have to be submitted. The records pertaining to archaeological and
HR&CE Department have to be enclosed. He questioned that before submitting

application how they surveyed & assessed the same? The Government has
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given permission to carry out the assessment studies in October 2022 whereas
the studies were conducted between March 2021 & May 2021. If the details are
not true then how this report can be accepted? The project consultant has to
submit around 40 documents such as records of archaeological, Revenue,
Village administration, Forest Department and HR&CE Department but the
TNPCB has uploaded only the EIA report in their website. The records/
documents furnished by the quarry proponents have to be verified. Because of
filing false information by the consultant, the quarry owners and the workers will
be affected. If the details are submitted against the rules then question arises. It
is not like the past, now everything is transparent. Everything is available in
internet. In this area already a public hearing was conducted for Paramasivam -
Manikandan quarry and they submitted report containing 1010 pages. But the
same was not uploaded in the website. If uploaded, it will be useful to all. In a
public hearing conducted at Madurai, the EIA report of another quarry was
uploaded in the website. That was informed to the District Collector, Madurai and
we changed the report in the website. So all these points have to be considered

by the officials. We request the officials to concentrate on these aspects.

He stated that in the power point presentation the details of green belt was
shown. The seven quarries are operated for about twenty years. Then they
would have planted large number of trees from those period. But now the project
consultant has informed in his presentation that around 5000 trees are to be
planted. He further added that the Government has planned to plant 2 crore 47
lakh tree saplings this year and the same will be done by using the taxes
received from the public but the quarry owners have planted one year old tree
saplings and shown in the photographs. The proposed quarry has not spent the
amount for green belt in the last 15 years, but now they have informed that funds
for green belt development are allotted. They have informed that they will plant
the native species tree saplings. If inspections are carried out then the same can
be rectified. TNPCB is responsible for this. If the 8 quarries have planted 1000
saplings per quarry then now there would have been 8000 trees and the
situation in the Arasampalayam village would have changed but the same has
not occurred. Similarly the District Collector, Tirupur has cancelled the

permission given to Ramakrishna Stone Quarry, Kodangipalayam for not
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developing adequate green belt and the copy of the same is with us. Planting
trees is social work. Nowadays small children are planting trees and growing. In
tamil Nadu there are around 9000 quarries and if they have planted 1000 trees
per quarry then there would have been crores of trees but the same is not
implemented. Everything is only in paper. In some of the quarries fencing is
provided and in some quarries it is not provided but the consultant have
furnished details of fencing (Cost of fencing is Rs.300/m) and got approval and

leaving the same without consideration.

He added that before some months in Anthiyur, Erode District three school
children have died by drowning in water stagnated in a rough stone quarry.
Similarly in Dindivanam 5 ladies have died. The owners of the quarries are
having rights to carry out the quarrying activities at the same they are also
responsible to comply with conditions as per the rule. He added that he has seen
the boundary of the quarries in the presentation in which the quarrying has been
carried out up to the boundary of the quarry. How this can be done? If
permission is given for quarrying in 1 acre land area then quarrying can be done
in 2/3 of the area the rest should be used for green belt development but they
have quarried up to the boundary of the site. By which rule that has been done?
How can this be permitted? Getting permission for quarrying in 2/3 of area and
quarrying in entire area is being done. Farmers are getting jail for excavation of
earth. So Government has to take action against them. The boundary stones at
the quarries have to be coloured but that is not done in those quarries. That
should be implemented immediately. All the people has to know the details of the
quarries. That is democracy. The worker, local public, person from other places
or any citizen of India can express their views about that quarry. So nearly 20
persons from Andhra has come here to give petition. As there is lot of scope
then the same should be carried out properly. He said that some people
informed that these quarry owners are helping the local public, workers and
providing employment to the people. The Coimbatore District Labour Welfare
Department has says that if there are more than 10 workers the quarry owners
should provide insurance, ESI & PF facilities to those workers but 99% of the
quarries have not done this so far. This is right of labour. This has to be

changed. In Karur District the Government gave around 25 Lakh rupees as a
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relief for a worker who died in lorry accident in a quarry and this has been given
as a report by the District Collector. Also 24 lakhs allotted to the victim of
accident in NTC quarry. If the quarry owner has provided insurance then benefits
would have been received from the insurance company. The government has to
review this and has to streamline the above problems. He stated that the public
informed that the quarry owners are helping the local Panchayat. It is good but
all the eight quarries for their five years of operation will allot 40 lakh rupees.
Because of quarries the roads are getting damaged. We will be in need of 1
crore rupees for constructing 1 km road but the quarries have allotted 40 Lakh
rupees only which means that taxes collected from the public is used there also.
The other public is also remitting the tax in the form of GST but in the meeting
the fund allotted by the quarries alone is informed. The earth quake has been felt
in Tirupur and Dindigul Districts up to 3.5 Richter. The main reason for that is
today people are not living along with the existing environment. The cities are
being destroyed in the name of growth. If the nature is disturbed much, then we
have to face the environmental disasters for which we don’t have solution. We
have already experienced many times. While taking decision the above points to
be kept in mind and he requested the District Administration to conduct public

hearing with all transparent records/ documents.
26. Thiru.Mayilai Selvarasan, Myleripalayam:

He informed that he is working as a member of Coimbatore District
Government PCR monitoring committee. He requested to give permission to the
quarries as the livelihood of the public is being improved. He added that
Karachery- Myleripalayam road is in damaged condition and that has to be
rectified by the Government as one part of the road is in Madukkarai Union and
the other part is in Sultanpettai Union. He requested to issue permission to the

proposed quarries.
27. Thiru.Shanthalingam, Myleripalayam:

He said that compared to the other states, the availability of the
constructions materials are more here so we are easily getting the same. If there
is no quarry then the cost of the materials will be high and the people will be
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affected. Agricultural activities are not affected. All the quarries in that area are
established as per the Government rules. No illegal quarrying is done.
Government is also monitoring the quarries. Hence he recommended to give

permission to the quarries.
28. Thiru.Raju, President, Arasampalayam Panchayat:

He stated that there is no problem due the quarries in that area. The
quarries are located at the edge of Dehani and Arasampalayam villages. The
people in that area are not affected due to the quarries. At the same time the
District Mineral Fund received by their Panchayat for the year 2019-20 is Rs.60
Lakhs whereas the same has been reduced to Rs.15 Lakhs in the year 2020-21
due to non renewal of quarries. The public works to be carried out by the
Panchayat has been stopped due to unavailability of funds. The government has
to rectify the same. Kottampatti-Myleripalayam road is in damaged condition. Air
pollution is caused due to fugitive emission. The District Administration has to
look into the matter and shall help to rectify the damaged roads. He added that
seven stone quarries belong to Arasampalayam area but the owners are helping
and supporting the schools in Vadachitoor area also. He also stated that there is
a Government school in Arasampalayam where the students are studying with
inadequate class rooms. He also requested the owners of the seven quarries

should also help for that school.
29. Thiru. M.Sundararaj, President of Arasampalayam Panchayat:

He wished the DEE and DRO. He stated that whatever Thiru.Mukilan’s
recommendations cannot be implemented in the 10 Panchayats of this area
because more of this area is covered with quarries. He added that before 25
years his parents went to Coimbatore (at Rs.50/day wage) for work even without
cooking food for him. Then they will come back at 10.00pm. Now our status & life
have been have improved to this level due to quarries only. The villages too
improved because of the quarries. He further added that Thiru.Mukilan said there
are residences/ houses in that area. The land owners itself involved in
agriculture and also in quarry activities. The owners themelves residing there

and also they have provided workers shed for the people working in their
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quarries. No Public residences are near the quarries. If the people of that area
constructs houses at the cost of Rs.10 Lakhs they are benefitted by Rs.2 Lakhs
because of availability of materials in the nearby area. The quarry owners have
constructed the compund wall to the Government school in that area. He also
stated that the quarry owners helped in levelling the land near Arasampalayam
graveyard by providing JCB and lorries. The youngsters of that area are
educated but involved in lorry business. Only if the quarries are permitted they
will get works. Similarly funds will be received by the Panchayat through District

Mineral funds. He requested to issue license to the quarries.

30. Thiru.Giritharavel, Kattampatti, DMK Secretary, Kinathukadavu North

Union:

He informed that the Government is ready to help the people by providing
whatever they need. The public hearing is conducted to give license to the
quarries. The quarries should be operated as per the Government Rules and by
rectifying the small defects if needed. The Government has introduced a best
scheme namely “Namakku Naame Thittam”. He said that the stone quarry
owners have done many things to the local public but the same can also be done
through “Namakku Naame Thittam”. He added that the quarry owners are
helping a lot for the nearby areas but his village which is located far away from
the quarry area is not receiving any funds but through “Namakku Naame
Thittam” we will be able to implement good works at any places. Kondampatty-
Myleripalyam road is in damaged condition. In some villages drinking water
problems are also there. He further stated that laying of roads, drinking water
facilities and construction of toilets in schools can be done the above said

scheme.
31. Thiru.Balakumar, Arasampalayam:

He asked why the public hearing is not conducted at Arasampalayam
Village. If the same has been conducted there, still many people would have
registered their views.. He added that the President of Arasamapalayam said that
the quarries canot implement the Government rules. If rules cannot be
implemented why the quarries are to be permitted? That should not be done. In
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the presentation they said the quarry is located at a distance of 5 km but quarry
is located at 2.5 km distance only. In the presentation they said they have
planted trees but they have shown only saplings. He said that he wants to know
whether these are monitored or not? For the past four months the mining
materials are illegally transported to Kerala state. He added that he don't khow
whether they are carried with permission or without permission. The trucks with
Kerala State registration are moving with over loads. Even after complaining to
the District Collector there is no action. No one is able to stop the movement of
mining material to Kerala State. Atleast the political people should have taken
steps to control that movement. Already Coimbatore has been exploited by
digging bore wells for drinking water and agriculture. Only sedimentary rocks are
there and earth quake may come at any point of time. If the quarries are not
established as per the law, then permission should not be given. Some of the
quarries in that area is still operating beyond the permitted depth. The
Government has to monitor this issues, He also added that his residence and 7
acrea of land are located at a distance of 300 m from a quarry. He also said that
he is having coconut farm and white powder is deposited on the coconut trees.
Hence he requested to give permission to the quarries if everything is as per law
otherwise necessary action may be taken to rectify the same and then

permission shall be given.

14. Dr.N.Rajkumar, Assistant Environmental Engineer (AEE), TNPCB,
Coimbatore South:

The AEE thanked the District Administration for permitting to conduct the
public hearing for the proposed 8 nos. of quarries, he also thanked the District
Revenue Officer (Stamps), Coimbatore for conducting the public hearing inspite
of her busy schedule, he also thanked the District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB, Coimbatore South, public from Arasampalayam and other nearby
villages for registering their suggestions and views, he thanked the press people
and police officials who supported the TNPCB to conduct the public hearing

smoothly.

Total No. of petitions received: 15 Nos.
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List of publics attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs
and CD/ pen drive recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are
enclosed herewith.

.
Y

S o 2 20
o a1 G .
District Environmefita gineer DistrictRevenue Officer (Stamps)
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board Coimbatore District

Coimbatore South
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