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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 13.07.2023 AT 11.00 AM AT
SAMUTHAYA KOODAM, THULUKKAMPARAI, THIRUKOORANAM VILLAGE,
GUJILIAMPARAI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT WITH RESPECT TO THE PROJECT
OF M/s.THIRU.M.K.KUNGUMARAJH ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY AT
S.F.No.182/2(P), TO AN EXTENT OF 3.00.0 HECTARE, THIRUKOORANAM
VILLAGE, GUJILIAMPARAI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT.

Participants:

Thiruvalargal:

1. S.Saravanan Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani Revenue
Division, Dindigul.
2. P.Manimaran, District Environmental Engineer,
TNPC Board, Dindigul
3. R.Udaya Assistant Engineer, TNPC Board, Dindigul.
4, K.Ramesh Tahsildar, Gujiliamparai Taluk, Dindigul.
5. Public 49 Nos(List enclosed)

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul welcomed Revenue Divisional officer and other officials all general public and
project proponents who have attended the public hearing for the proposed project of
Thiru.M.K.Kunguma{rajh Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F. No0.182/2(P),
Thirukooranam Village, Gujiliamparai Taluk, Dindigul District which is required to get
Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoEF & CC), Government of India,

Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer stated that the project
proponent will make a detailed presentation on the proposed project and requested the

public to express their views after comp[etibn of the presentation.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public and reply by
the project proponent will be recorded through videography and the same will be sent to

the State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority.



Then Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani welcomed all the officials and requested
the project proponent to explain about their proposed project through power point

presentation and requested the public to obtain necessary clarification for their doubts.

After that, on behalf of the industry the Environmental Consultant of the project
has made detailed presenta_tion _on _the ;_)_roje(_:i of Mfs.'l'hiru.M.K.Kuﬁgumara}h Rough

Stone and Gravel Quarry to the public along with Environmental Management Plan.
The views of the public attended Public hearing are detailed below:

People Comments,

1.Mr.P.Jayaraman, Nathametupatti (District General Secretary of BJP Party,
Dindiqul West District).

He greeted the pollution control officials and other officials, the quarry owner who

is present in the public hearing, he said that the quarry owner and his friend Sakthivel
have assured that this quarry will operate and they will follow the government rules and

regulations.

He said that while operating the quarry in this area, the quarry owners assured
that there will be no harm to the environment and public. He also requested the quarry
owners to operate the quarry vehicles at a moderate speed when passing through
residential areas, he also requested that in the event of road damage, it should be

repaired immediately.

He also mentioned that this village has many grazing land and in each and every
land there will be 50 sheep and goats grazing, his said that explosives used by quarry
should be used in such a manner that there is no harm to the forests and he also
mentioned that the vibration of the explosion in stone quarrys located in nearby Karur
district beyond the river area is felt in our Nathamettupatti village which is 2 km away. He
requested that the blasting should be done at a level that there should not be any affect

to public and agriculturist.



2. Mr. Elangovan, Malapatti, Thirukuranam.

He greeted the officials who have visited the public hearing meeting, he said
that Mr.Jayaraman said that the quarry owners will do all kinds of good for the public, the
government is there to do that and Thirkuranam village does not rely on the quarry
owners and besides that the people around the quarry are involved in rearing of sheep
and goat for making their livelihood he also said that, if the quarrying operation starls
here, the goat and sheep rearing in Thirkuranam village will be completely affected. He
also said that, Thirukuranam is completely located in the village area, and this village is
very affected by the stone quarry located in Karur district, which is little far away his said
that, when the quarry is operated, there will be vibration due to the use of explosives, the
houses near the quarry will be affected he also said that, the quarry may cause pollution
into the Kudakanar check dam which is nearby to the quarry and also the water in the
dam is more likely to get polluted, and he also said that this place is not right place to
conduct this meeting. He said that no advertisement is given in places where the general
public gathers, he said that the quarry owners should have advertised in front of the VAO
office, in front of the panchayat office, in front of the ration shop and he also informed
that some people in the village are threatening the villagers that they should not come to

the meeting and express their opinion against this quarry.

3. Mr. Shanmugam, (Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement).

He said that the public hearing is about environmental damage caused due to
establishment of a quarry and how to overcome that problem he also said that everyone
knows how much pollution will be caused if a quarry is established in this area he said
that air pollution, water pollution, soil, environment damage, living environment, socio-
economic environment will be affected by this quarry and he also questioned that how
can all this be rectified, if the quarry is established, the underground water in this area
will be affected and this project report has already submiited that the area is a dry water

area he said that, water is available during rainy season but water table goes helow 1000



feet during dry season he also said that, it is said in their report that the waste is not fit for
drinking, water and the air is very much affected he also said that, in the report it is said
that there are houses at a distance of 300m near the quarry and there is also a stream
he said that there is no agriculture practiced here but the people here are involved in
rearing of 50 goats and cows, he also said that if this quarry is permit here, the dust
coming out of the quarry will affect the grass in the surrounding area, the goats and cows
will not be able to graze. he said that and as per rules there should be no houses, water
bodies, government residences or government buildings within 300m it was noticed that
there is a house at a distance of 90m from the quarry and the same was not shown in the
power point presentation, he also said that it is mentioned in section 36 of the Minor
Mineral Concession Rule 1959 that the permission should not be given if there are
houses he said that in the northern side of the quarry in survey No.153 & 233 there are
houses located, he also said that these houses are not mentioned in the revenue
records, he also said that these kind of false documents given be VAQOs in various public
hearings and he also said that these houses within 300m radius are indicated in the
FMB, he also said that despite this, the report given by project proponent says that there
are no houses within 300m distance and he also said that this is a false statement and
requested that legal action should be taken against offices who are giving such false
statements. He mentioned that an FIR has been registered in Karur district that a village
administrative officer has given a false report and action has been taken against those
who gave false documents in Palladam area and Chennimalai area. He said that in this
mining project report it is said that there are no constructions within SOOm‘radius. this is
false and in this there is water course is running in field number 184, the same is
mentioned in the FMB, but it is not shown in the project report presented by the
proponent and they have prepared this project report by giving false information like this.
he said that permission given to the quarries which operate according to law, he also

said that the workers are getting affected by the pollution, and the government should



take action and he also mentioned that explosives are used in large quantities and
therefore it causes lots of vibrations, he concluded that if such quarries are permitted, the
nearby agricultural lands and houses will be affected, so permission should not be given

to the quarry.

4, Mr. Vasudevan, Balasamuthirapuram.

He greeted everybody and said that there is already a quarry of 2 acres which is
operating nearby Kungumaraj stone quarry and also at present there are 2, 3 quarries
located nearby and all these quarry are in extent of area of 23 acres and he also said
that there are lot of environmental damage due to operation of these quarries and they
are mining in a large depth and area and they are violating the rules and regulations he
mentioned that in the report it is said that mining is being carried out and there is a farm
house 92m away from the area where this quarry is located and there is also a stream
near the proposed quarry, he said that as mentioned in Minor Mineral Concession Rule
1959- Section 36, it will cause environmental damage and also the people of this area
are depending on agriculture, rearing of goats and cows and if this quarry comes here, it

will cause 90% environmental damage.

5. Mr. Balakrishnan, Balasamuthirapuram.

He said that, there is no problem in setting up of this quarry and it is good for the
people living here, and also he said that there is no need to discuss about problems
happening in other areas he said that this quarry owner is providing stones at a low price
to the common people here and also he said that, illegally liquor is being sold in this
area and no one is asking about that it he also mentioned that, there is no problem in

setting up of this quarry in this area, and also permission can be given to this guarry.

6. Mr. Kalimuthu, Muthanampatti.

He said that, he is a farmer and he looks into the issue from the point of view ol &

common farmer, the people here depend on the agriculture and livestock for their



livelihood and their wealth is this soil, he said that this quarrying activities will damage the.
resource and extracting the mineral resources will cause environmental impact he also
questioned that who will be benefitted from this activities and also he said that the
government does not see with concern how extracting only mineral resources will affect

this environment regardless of how it will affect these people.

He said that the quarry owners are informing that they are going to mine this
quarry according to the law, he questioned that are the laws being followed here and he
also said that in the past time there was only disappointment in the views of a common
man, and when such activities continues, he also said that the district administration
does not care about the large number of farmers here, and the quarry owners claims that
they are helping the people nearby and are extracting the resources, and he requested

that permission should not be given to such quarries.

7. Mr. D. Shanmugam.

He greeted pollution control board officials, police officers, social activists,
general public, quarry owners, he said that he enquired the people nearby about the
quarries, the public said that small gravels are falling down when the trucks go on the
roads here, he questioned that if the stone falls on the vehicle will it affect the people or
not? he also said that some people here said that they want this quarry, so they have
jobs, if the people here are 1000, then the quarry owners cannot give work to all 1000
people, he also said that if this quarry not permitted the quarry owners will do some other

works but the people here will be highly affected.

He also questioned that if i ask for permission to sell ganja, will people cooperate?
he said that they will not, because this is wrong job and it will harm the people, he also
questioned that think about this quarry and think about how the next generation will be
and he also said thal if you go lo the houses nearby he yuariies, lthey clean the house al
least 15 times a day, he also said that the officials do not to inspect this, he said that in

Karur district. Revenue inspectors and officials are feared to go into quarries then think

™
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about the condition of social activists and the general public, he also said that goats and
cows cannot be reared here because the grass will get deposited by dust, he said that
the government says that it is too hot here and even schools have been given a ho-Iiday
and the reason for this is that it affects the nature and it will cause damage to the
environment. He requested that this quarry should not be permitted and that the existing

quarries should be inspected thoroughly.

8. Mr.R.Dhanushkodi, Alambadi Village,

He said that if we are establishing a quarry, it means that we are going towards
the path of destruction, he said that there are 9 quarries here, the biggest one is
Chettinad Quarry, almost 20 years ago we used to grow paddy in the last 20 years, our
town has turned into a desert and this is because water is transported from Chettinad
Cement Quarry and Quarry to a radius of 1.5 km from the quarry in 2 inch pipes, he also
said that they have given petition to the authorities many times on behalf of the village
that if we leave it in the pond here, we will survive by farming, but no action ‘has been
taken, he also said that only the authorities know whether they have the right to transport
water like the right to take stones, he said that quarry is not a healthy thing unless it is
something that affects livelihood and such quarries should not come and he also said
that there are 5 quarries near our town and they are not doing anything properly, and this
quarry will also do the same, he also said that after the mining is completed the quarry
owners are not creating a barrier around the quarry he said that a young man fell down
and died in their village in chettinad quarry a month ago, this is happening due to the lack
of security in the quarry. He said that there are valid documents for it, but they are not
implementing it, so that people's livelihood should not be affected, and he requested that

permission should not be given to such quarries.



9. Mr.Mukilan, Karur (Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Operation Coordinator).

He greeted to the Revenue Divisional Officer, the Engineers of the Pollution
Control Board and other officials who are conducting the meeting and the public who are
attending the meeting for the permission to set up Kungumaraj Rough stone & Gravel
Quarry on an area of 3 hectares in Thirukuranam village, Kujiliamparai circle, Dindigul
District. He informed that, he said that he worked with Mr.Sagayam team which was
formed by the high court regarding granite appeals, to study Madurai granite for a period
of one year and submitted a report and it was found that 1 crore 11 lakhs of rupees had
been embezzled in the quarry in Madurai district alone, he also said that this consultation
meeting is being conducted to announce how to fix the noise, soil pollution, and the
socio-economic environment affecting the school environment and what to do within 5
years if this quarry is established, he said that a 400-page book has been published on
the website regarding this quarry and he informed that he is going to talk about the
project whether this project is planned according to the government regulations. The
government law says that the quarry should not be permitted if there is a house within
300m but it was noticed that there is house at 92m and this is illegal to setup a quarry at
this place, he also said that in Tirunelveli district government did not give permission to
stone quarry at Manoor in 2016, because it has been planned for the construction of
Tamilnadu Government Arts College near the quarry for 11 crores. He said that it was
found that in Thirukuranam village, with in 300m it was noticed that there is a house at a
distance of 92m from the quarry and also there is a house at north eastern side at a
distance of 233m S.F.No.151. He said that there should not be any houses with in 300m
from the quarry site he also said that there is a residence at S.F.No.12, 21 and there is a
residence at a distance of 295m in the southern part he also mentioned that there are
residences around all the places at S.F.Nos.18,20,100,153,233,295 and the quarry

owners are asking for permission and he also said that permission can't be given in

accordance to law to this quarry.



He said that on the west side of the quarry, there is a Perumal temple in survey
number 180 and permission cannot be given when there are permanent constructions
like houses and temples, he said that if there are such constructions, they hide them and
ask for permission. He mentioned that on 25" June in Pudukottai District Lakshmipuram
District Collector inspected and permission for two quarries has been cancelled Madurai
Bench of Madras High Court has ordered that the two quarries has to be permanently
closed and also another quarry in Pudukottai district has been suspended for a period of
6 months. He said that the quarrying activity should be carried out according to the law
based on the court's direction and if not it should be stopped. He said that the demand
for M-Sand has been increased only after the sand mining in 33 rivers in Tamil Nadu has
been stopped. He also said that after this the demand for quarries has been increased
and so much permission has been given for quarries and only after that this problem
arised. He also mentioned that in 2017 government issued an order saying that import of h
5 lakh to 15 lakh metric ton of sand will meet Tamil Nadu's requirement and since 2017 it
has been registered in both Tamil and English, it is only an alternate arrangement. He
said that during last month a college student named Jaiprakash fell and died in stone
quarry since the quarry has not provided with fencing. He said that the quarry owners
before starting the quarrying activities will assure to provide fencing at the rate of 300 per
meter but after starting the quarrying work they will not provide fencing due to this we
have lost a life of un youngster. He also said that for these kind of reasons 35 people
have died in Tamilnadu. He said that in S.F.No. 2,3,27,28 no fence has been provided
in any of the quarry, how can the owners speak and also under the Minor Mineral
Concession rules mining should not be carried out if any water bodies related to local
bodies central and state government are within 500m radius. If there is a dam, no quarry
should be operated within 500m of the dam, he also said that they have stopped various
quarries. He said that the quarry has been stopped because there is a house 300m

away from Athuppalayam rural area of Karur district, due to the presence of the dam,



according to law, quarrying should not be carried out here and he said that all the water
nearby enter into the quarry since it is 450m away. He also said that permission should
not be given to the quarry since there is temple, cemetery, telephone, connections,
power lines, etc., are located within 50m. He said that a stream in Dindigul district is
missing and it is 7m wide, 21 feet stream which is running along Karur district and also
there are 2 streams in the south and south-eastern part of the quarry. He also
mentioned that it is not shown in the project report and all these facts are hidden and
then the measurement method is from the center of the quarry shown on page number 9
in the Tamil report 300m, 500m measurement should be shown and according to Minor
Mineral Concession rule, he said that in section 36 the measurement should be done
from the outer part of the tip, but the measurement shown by the proponent is shown
from the center, he said that the report has only the signature of the proponent and there
is no signature of the officers. He said that the consult'alnt who prepared the project
report there was complaint against him that, signature of the Village Administrative
Officer was forged on the report of the Krishnamurthy limestone quarry project. He said
that in the report it is said that the water here is mixed with fecal particles and it is not
suitable for drinking water. He also said that if the salt content of the water is 200 TDS, it
can be used as drinking water if it is more than that it can be used for agriculture purpose
but in this area a TDS is 3722 mg if this water is consumed it causes in fertility, cancer,
kidney failure and skin diseases. He also said that this high TDS water is given for
cattles. He said that if this quarry is cut at a depth of 20m, the water will go to that depth.
He also mentioned that in the book published by the Pollution Control Board, they have
said about all the water bodies in Tamil Nadu, the quality of water in Dindigul
Kottanatham village is very low and the water has been taken here to a large extent. He
said that everybody is thinking agriculture means only cultivating paddy but in world level
animal husbandry is a most important agriculture practice. He also mentioned that the

land found here is hot barren land the grass in the barren land is grazed by kangeyam




bull and he said that more goats and cows are being sold in Kannivadi market, the dust
coming out from these quarries destroying the grazing land and it will be affected, it is a
legal rule to use reed explosives, a case has been filed against a quarry in Thoothukudi
district for using explosives other than reed explosives and before detonating reed
explosives 5 feet pit has to be made and there should be a gap of 2 meters between
each pit, and there should be a gap of 22 seconds between each blast, blasting should
be done without making too much noise. He also said that blasting should be done slowly
and that too should be done in zigzag manner, he also said that there is no records from
where the explosives are supplied to the quarries, all the documents should be shown for
all the quarries here, he said that surveys are being done to find out where the soil is
taken for the brick kilns in Theni district. He also said that due to blasting not only noise
and vibration is a problem but also the stench and smoke emanating from it spreads to
the surrounding environment, the dust particles settles on plants and the animals are
grazing it. He said that we are using explosives that cannot be inhaled by humans, and
we are exporting the goats that have consumed it to foreign places. He said that date
given to study water, soil, and sound at this quarry in environmental impact assessment
is 06.07.2022, but this company has conducted the above study from March 1 to May 31
which is contradictory. He said that the period of inspection here is wrong and the dated
period has been inspected before. He mentioned that according to the report of Karur
Panchayat the trucks and tippers on the Panchayat roads should carry only 8 to 10 tons
of mineral and other materials with certain intervals, that is, the truck coming out of the
quarry should weigh only 8 to 10 tons along with the truck, but 40 to 80 tons of truck
tipper vehicles are coming out. He also said that for this, they have protested in Tenkasi
and Kanyakumari districts and demanded that 6 tire trucks with a weight of 16 tons, 10
tire trucks with a weight of 20 tons, 12 tire trucks with a weight of 36 tons, and 16 tire
trucks with a weight of 48 tons should be allowed to go on the national highways. He also

said that in the last months 4 crores have been collected as a penalty for carrying heavy



loads and collected. He said that for laying road of 1 km 1 crore rupees are being spent
and all these are people's tax money, the Local Transport Act says that if a quarry truck
exceeds one ton, a fine of 2000 rupees should be imposed, 6-wheelers should be filled
with stones to the tipper level, the law should be not only brought into the report but also
has to be implemented, sufficient green belt has to be developed. He said that the Tamil
Nadu government has announced that they will plant 20 crore trees, but only 40,000
trees are planted here in Alampadi village. He also said that every quarry owner has to
plant 500 to 1000 trees but they are not planting trees, he mentioned that in Sivaji
Ganesan quarry, Palaniswamy quarry, Panneer selvam quarry no green belt is
developed he also questioned that if the quarries operating in Tamil Nadu alone would
have planted trees as assured there would be so many trees in our state. He said that in
Karur District a quarry operating in Kodangipatti village was suspended for not planting
trees, and the government does not take any aétion against those who do not plant trees
in the quarry, and it should be done from now onwards he also said that action should be
taken in case of blasting of explosives other than reed explosives. He also said that in
2012, a false case was filed against Minister |.Periyasamy and he said that he was with
him in jail for a period of 2 months. He said that all of us are saying to protect nature,
trees should be planted here according to law, no quarries have roofs all quarries should
be covered with wire fences after quarrying work is completed, the water there in the
quarry should be used for the people of that area only the chief secretariat of Chennai
has the right to issue permission to draw water from the quarries, and no quarry owners
have the right to draw water from the quarries, all this is based on law. He said that on
page 282, Thirukuranam village officer has given a letter that there are no houses or
public constructions within 300m distance, there is a house at a distance of 92m in the
north-east, there is a Perumal temple in S.F.No.155 and there is a labor quarters in the
south, so the village administration officer has issued wrong certificates. He also said

that the quarry owner has also given a sworn statement that there are no houses within




300 meters and no permanent structures within 500 meters, so the document given by
the owner is completely wrong and the real statistics have been hidden. He also said that
project report will bé rejected due hiding of statistics, giving wrong statistics etc. and if
approval has already been given, it will be taken back, permission should not be given for
such quarry, if it is given, a case will be filed in court. He said that no posters for this
meeting-were found in the project site, only 2 posters were posted on the way, and they
were not found in all areas, and this government spent only 2000 rupees to advertise in
newspapers, but if this project is permitted, it will affect up to 10 km around Thirukuranam
area and posters were not pasted within 10 km and he also appreciated that in
Parappalar Dam public hearing meeting posters were pasted all around. He also said
that it is being implemented in all the districts like Karur district, Madurai district, Erode
district and the pollution control board should conduct the meeting openly, so he
requested that posters should be pasted from the next meeting"”to the affected villages
also he also mentioned that the correct documents are not fully attached in the project
report and that should be attached, they said that meeting was informed by putting
Tandora, but they did not do so, they have given such false information, they should
attach all the documents in the A1, the document from VAO, Tahsildar, RDO, was not
attach and also the unit has not attach the agreement from explosive manufactures for
purchase of explosives. He said that if the quarry operations affects at a distance of 10

km, a report should be submitted to the factories within 10 km.

He said that along with all the certificates, certificates from Forest department,
Archeology department, HRNC department, BDO, local body, PWD should be attached.
He also said that all the details around 500 meters from this quarry should be attached in .
Coimbatore they have attached details around 1000 meters. He said that the District
Collector should attend the public hearing meeting in Namakkal and Pudukottai districts,
District Collectors are conducting the public hearing meeting in Tiruppur district 25

meetings have been conducted the district collector has attended all the meetings, he



also said that the Assistant director of mines should also attend this meeting. He said
that various information has been hidden because the quarry has hidden various
information and as per the statement given by quarry they have given many false
informations if false informations are given permission will not be granted and if
permission is obtained, it will be canceled. He concluded that out of love for nature and

love for the soil, he requested that quarry should not be given permission.

10. Mr. Rajasinga Perumal, Narasinghapuram.

He greeted everybody and informed that no public hearing meeting was held in
our town and this is the first time. He said that this quarry will give employment to the
people in their village and said that the quarry owners assured that there will not be any
problems and they assured that they will operate according to the law, he also said that
there is no electricity line, no teleptone line near this quarry, there is a tree and the
people are worshiping it as a temple by placing stones and there is no disturbance
affecting the public in this area, they say that there are also houses, there is only one
farm house nearby he also said that there will not be any major damage, so he requested

to grant permission for this quarry.

Also, Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani concluded that the comments of the
public will be taken to the respective authorities and the grievances will be redressed,

then the hearing ended with a vote of thanks and singing of the National Anthem.
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District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Palani Revenue Division,
Dindigul. Dindigul.
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