Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the M/s.B.Karuppaiah Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 1193/1, 1193/2, 1199/1B, 1199/1C, 1199/1D,
1199/1E, 1199/1F, 1199/1H, 1199/11, 1199/1J & 1199/1K of Katchaikatti Village,
Vadipatti Taluk Madurai District held on 12/09/2023 at 11.00AM at M/s.Green
Park Residency, (Sathiya Arangam) Door No. 5-1-21/4, NH-7, Court Opp. Main

Road, T.Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai District.

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

| R.D. Shalini - | Revenue Divisional Officer,
Madurai
Madurai District.

2 Dr.R.Gunasekaran : | District Environmental Engineer,

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District,

3 G.Usha Rani : | Assistant Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District.

4 M. Devakirubai : | Assistant Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District,

5 Project Proponent and public : | As per Attendance Register

(Copy of Register is enclosed)
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District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer cordially welcomed the Revenue
Divisional Officer, Madurai who presided over the pﬁb]ic hearing conducted on that
day.

He also welcomed the Tahsildar along with Revenue Department officials,
Police Department officials, Press people, Social Activists, proprietor of
M/s.P.Karuppiah Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, Project consultant, workers and
the public who participated in the public hearing meeting.

In the beginning of the public hearing meeting, District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai explained that the press
release about this public hearing was issued in both Dinathanthi(Tamil) and the

Times of India(English) newspaper on 04/08/2023.

Regarding this, sufficient publicity was made with regard to the public
hearing meeting in nearby villages on 11/09/2023 using Auto Rick Shaw. Leaflets
were also distributed to the public. Posters were pasted at prominent places. Banners
were also erected. In addition to that, Environmental Impact Assessment Project
Report and Executive Summary both in Tamil and English have been placed for the
public viewing on Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website and 5 main offices in

Madurai district.

As per EIA Notification, 14.06.2006, as amended on 2009, Public Hearing
has to be conducted before issuing Environmental Clearance, it has been proposed to
establish a stone quarry at M/s. B.Karuppiah Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry,
S.F.No. 1193/1, 1193/2, 1199/1B, 1199/1C, 1199/1D, 1199/1E, 1199/1F, 1199/1H,
1199/11, 1199/1J & 1199/1K of Katchaikatti Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai




District. The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai further informed that public hearing meeting in this regard to be conducted

on that day to get the public opinion on this proposed rough stone and gravel quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that after the explanations of
the Project Consultant about the proposed project, the public can share their views
about the project. The same will be recorded and with the approval of Revenue
Divisional Officer, it will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment

Authority (SETAA), Chennai.

The public were requested to tell their name and village name before sharing
their views pertaining only to the project. Public can share their views both verbally

and in written format.

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer,

Madurai to preside over the meeting.

Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant of M/s. P.Karuppiah Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry briefly explained the salient aspects of the proposed project.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

He stated that the public may share their views in brief on the project.

1.Thiru. K.S.Murugesan, Poochampatti

They are to run this quarry after obtaining permission for the benefit of

unemployed poor people of Kachaikatti. He said that if the Stone quarry is allowed,



the people of Ramayanpatti, Poochampatti and Malapatti around Kachaikatti will

earn a livelihood.

2.Thiru. V.Karuppiah, Poochampatti

By allowing this proposed project, more than 100 families are likely to earn
their livelihood. There is no harm for the environment out of this project. He said that

up to 50 families are likely to be benefitted, if this project is permitted.

3.Thiru. Seenivasan, Poochampatti

I belong to a farming family. As there is no agriculture in our area, if you give
permission for this Karuppaiya Patta Quarry, it will provide livelihood to 100

families. No objection to this.

4. Tmt. Amsavalli, Poochampatti

She said that 500 families like us living in this area will get benefitted if this

proposed quarry starts functioning.

S.Tmt. Pandiammal, Poochampatti

She said that this work should be given for the livelihood of rural people.

6.Tmt. Panchu, Poochampatti

The quarry should be operated well. The bypass road has been laid. There is no

agriculture. So she said permission to be given.




7. Tmt. Pandiayammal, Poochampatti

We are unable to earn our livelihood without this quarrying work. No way for
food. She said that the quarrying work at proposed rough stone quarry has to be given

to them.

8. Thiru. K.Malaisamy. Valavampatti

Even though the quarries in Vadipatti are functioning well, the public is
affected. Eye gets damaged due to dust. Vehicles cannot ply. Trucks carrying soil
from quarries are causing harm to the general public. Hence, he requested that the
officials to instruct the drivers that these trucks should be operated fully covered with

trampoline so as to avoid spray of dust.

9.Thiru. Thangapandi, Viralipatti

We have passed a resolution in the Gram Sabha meeting that quarries should
not be started in our Viralipatti. Quarrying causes drinking water problem for goats
and cows. Also vibration is caused in the nearby garden during blasting. Also dust
affects agriculture. So, do not give permission to quarry in Viralipatti area. 10 years
ago, soil was taken for the 4-lane road was now it is filled with water. He said that we

don't want activities like quarries that affect agriculture in our Village.

10.Thiru. Nethaiji, Usilampatti, Tamizhaga Vivasaya Pathukappu Sangam, State

Secretary, Madurai.

Global warming takes place because of stone quarries. Due to this, the earth
has gone down by 8 cm, according to the research study. An earthquake occurred in
our area in 2012 due to stone quarry. The study says that Madurai district is not

suitable for Stone quarry. We grew up drinking water from streams and springs.



Today's generation does not know this. If we dig bore well, there is no pure water at
800 feet depth. We drink mineral water today. Research says that by 2040, 8 people
will get a share of 1 litre each. A quarry is a place where water is stored, and the
earth is a conduit. The water has gone down today due to the quarry. There is a
reserve forest at 400 meters distance. We have told the District Collector that

agriculture is affected due to the presence of wild animals in the area.

According to Act 1959, there should be no forest within 500 meters. But
here there is forest at 400 meters. If you carry out blasting here, the wild animals will

come to the agricultural land.

A quarry employs only 19 people, and under 100 day employment
scheme, a family gets 100 days of work a year. No quarries get proper permission to
carry out blasting. Heavy explosives such as gelatin stick are detonated and because

of that wild animals enter agricultural lands.

There should be 45 documents, but there are only 10 are displayed. No
images showing the quarry inspection of VAO, Revenue Inspector is not available
here. There is house nearby, which is illegal. There is a stream. There is a water tank.
We are talking about this for the welfare of these people. Without water, our
generation will perish. We are not against quarrying. Give permission subject to the
condition as mentioned in the rules and Acts. He said that a case will be filed on
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association if there is a violation of the

law.

11.Thiru. V.Karuppiah, Poochampatti

My father broke the stone. I also break stone. I have got my ward married.

There has been no job for 2 - 3 years. He said, "Can the present day people die so as




to enable the people of next generation live?” our street name itself is Stone quarry

only and show the way of our livelihood.

12. Thiru. Palpandi, Poochampatti

My grandfather came here from Dindugal for quarry work. My grandfather,
mother and father all brought us up by breaking this stone. There is no harm caused

by the quarry. He said that permission should be given.

13.Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Katchaikatti

I have filed several petitions regarding Stone. I have also sent it to Pollution
Control Board. If this is the case, you are again giving permission for a stone quarry.
First, check if the existing quarries are going in accordance with the law. There is no
path to any quarry. Here they use the stream as a path. I belong to Kachaikatti village
in Stone quarry. Should people in our town suffer from dust because they want jobs,
we have wheezing and lung problems in our town. I have petitioned for the last 10

years up to Chief Minister's Division.

They replied that all the heavy trucks are covered with dust so that they
don't get dust. First get the route cleared from the Collector's office and then issue the
license. They have come here from other towns. Come to our town and listen. They
have pasted only one awareness advertisement. Quarrying is not done according to

law. Fix the first existing quarry and allow the next quarry.

It is said that direct employment for 20 people and indirect employment
for 200 people. But no one takes into their notice that pollution affects 1000 people in
this village. I have lodged a complaint with Tahsildar, VAO. The stream is poor. I am

a social activist. There is a lot of resistance because there is a lot of video taking. The



stream is meandering. When it rains, the water comes to our town. 100 people should
not die for the work of 10 people. Check air pollution first. I did not come here with

any intention.

14.Thiru. Selvaraj, Kampur

I work on various environmental issues. Today's Public hearing meeting is
being held in spite of various irregularities. There is something called Pollution
Control Board website. 40 types of documents related to the Public hearing meeting
should be updated. Because only then people will know whether it a legitimate
quarry. They say that they have kept it in 7 different places. That is, the Village
Administrative Officer's office, Tahsildar's office, Collector's office. Can people visit
them? We filed a petition in this regard last week that the Public hearing should be
cancelled. If a proper Public hearing meeting is to be held, the relevant information
shall be given completely and people should read it and only then they can give their
opinion. Many documents regarding this quarry have not been updated on the
website. We have lodged a complaint in this regard. But no action has been taken.
The Collector attends the Public hearing. Peoplel with environmental awareness share
their reviews. What do people know? They think that source of employment
opportunity is spoiled. We work for people. Survival is more important than
employment. In the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1951 a rule has
been enacted. A rule has been enacted for the grant of quarry lease in respect of
minor mineral concession rule, 1951. If 100 people say they want a quarry or it 10
people say they don't, decision won’t be taken based on that. Even though, everything
is done in accordance with law, it someone expresses his opinion against that, the

same should be banned.




This meeting is to find it whether this quarry is permissible as per law.
We have prepared a report on what all the violations are there in this quarry. Quarry
S.F.No. 1193/1, 1193/2, 1199/1B, 1199/1C, 1199/1D, 1199/1E, 1199/1F, 1199/1H,
1199/11, 1199/1J & 1199/1K Let's see about the violations in this quarry. The Minor
Minerals Rules, 1959 states that approved constructions should not be within 300m.
i.e. DTCP approved plots, government lands, house plot or temple should not be
there. There should be no drinking water points. But there is a place where drinking
water construction is used for the town. There is a stream nearby. There is a stream
mentioned in the FMB sketch. But permission should not be given if it is within 50
m. They have hidden the stream in some documents. They have covered the stream
with soil and made a road on top of it. How do you hold a Public hearing meeting for
this? only the officials here should decide this. There are check dams in the stream.

They have hidden it. They have provided such wrong information.

40 types of documents are not attached. There is a report called 41.
People should express their views. A document should be attached stating what
decision has been taken by the VAO, RI, Tahsildar based on the feedback given by
the public. Document from PWD should be attached. A document from the Board
should be attached. A document from the Department of Archeology is required. If
all these documents were uploaded then we would have proven right here that
permission should not be given to this quarry. There is a stream and reserve forest
nearby. Permission should be given only after examining all this. I think this meeting
is invalid as it is illegal. Permission should be given only after examinations of the

documents.

People talk about employment. I also worked at Stone quarry. That was 30

years ago and we didn't have enough awareness then. It has been 30 years since the



quarry stopped its operations and none of our people have faced setbacks. They
started looking for other jobs. It is wrong that one can survive only on quarrying.
Madurai district is at the most dangerous stage in Tamil Nadu. Melur area,
Thirumangalam area, Vadipatti area is becoming unfit for human habitation. Dust
causes so many problems and diseases. It is the government's duty to investigate who
is responsible for all this. If any harm is done to humans, animals or birds, we will
prevent it. We will fight legally. We will file a court case. So, permission should not

be given to this quarry, he said.

15. Tmt. MuthuRakku, Ramaivanpatti

There are 25 stone quarry around my village. They have turned the area
around the stone quarry where 100 day employment scheme is carried out, into a
road where the truck ply. So no plant or grass growing in that place. People are not
able to survive by depending on it. So there is no 100 day employment scheme in our
village. We get drinking water only near the quarry site. Now they are going to
explode the explosives. We have to drink that water. People say we want quarry

jobs.

A year ago, all young men and women had Jjobs. Now only the machine is working,
Women don't have jobs. Moreover, there are jobs only for drivers who drive trucks,
In another 10 years, only the machine will work. We, women took our children and
worked in quarries. At present there are no jobs for women. There is only 100 day
employment scheme. A farmer must farm. Soil has been removed from the place
where there is soil and everything has become a quarry land. How can the farmer
farm. How can we get a job? There is only 100 day employment scheme. The
question is what we can do if the streams where we are working on, is filled and

covered, therefore, she said, permission should not be given for this quarry.



16. Tmt. Vani, Poochampatti

Everyone says stone quarry affects us. Stone Quarry is the biggest activity
in our town. Everyone has been working at Stone Quarry since that time. If we say no
to Stone quarry, where will we go? There is no agricultural land in our village. All is
Stone Quarry. My husband also works in Stone Quarry. Landlords and farmers say
no to quarrying. This is all we have. And what can we do without it? They pay only
100 rupees in 100 day employment scheme. It is also not credited properly. Is

hundred rupees enough? What can be done with it?

Poochambatti needs a quarry. They say dust is sprayed. They sprinkle water
on the path. When the stone is loaded into the lorry sprinkling is done and only then
lorry enters the village. We don't have any problem. This is our livelihood. Those
who say they don't want will have land in 100 places. They will have 100 coconut
trees. That’s why they say of this. 100 day employment scheme is not enough. We
can get the work only for three days. Even for those 3 days work, we are not getting
paid. Prices have gone up. What to do with our children? So she said we need Stone

Quarry. What else can we do to bread our childredn.

17. Thiru. Jeeva. Kesampatti

They are conducting public hearing. It is doubtful whether they conduct it
as per law. They say there are 45 types of documents. Does everything happen in
accordance with 36 Section 1 of the Environment Act 1959? That should be
questioned. I want to ask a question to those who want stone quarry, if you spend a
day without eating food, without drinking a drop of water, then I shall accept that
stone quarry beneficial for us. The farmer is affected. We cannot face the monsoon. 1

could not grow crops. I just have kept it as a Wild land. This is because of stone



quarry. Brazil is on fire today. On one side it is raining. what is the reason? It's all
about climate change. They encroach on the stream., They say that they go sprinkling
water over the place.. How can they say this after encroaching on the path where
water had been going. 100 days work is being done under MG NRG scheme. There

are 3 check dams.

The Sanganmedu check dam has been constructed on a high budgeted. We
have to think about it. Women are working in 100 day employment scheme. They say
that they are developing green belt where hae they done it? There is a forest nearby.
There were animals and peacocks in the forest, where are they all now? Everything is
being destroyed. You are talking for work of 19 people. We are talking about feeding
10,000 people. People don't understand reality. They are in the dream world. Whether
the mining is being carried out legally is a question mark. There is a stream at 50m
distance. There are reserves. Mainly white goats graze there. Those people are
dependent only on it. Goats drink that water. How much pollution will occur there?
The officers should give permission to the stone quarry only after verifying when

work starts at stone quarry and when blasting is done.

We have built a wall around the village. Don't be casual about that you are paying
taxes to the government. Who said that they only pay 100 rupees in 100 day
employment scheme? A total of Rs 291 is credited since April. Appeal to your local
block development officer. Create employment through women's self-help groups
Agriculture can generate a lot of employment. This area is an agricultural area but
now it is turning into a quarry area. Permission can be given if it is legal. But this

quarry is not like that, he said that so permission for this quarry should be denied.




18. Thiru. Karthik, Poochampatti

Since 2015, I have been in Poochambatti, Vadipatti Taluk. I know about
the quarries here. Social activists say that, children get sinus and visual impairment
ocurs. I have been here for the last 10 years have never heard of this. Social activists
say that they pay 291 rupees in 100 day employment scheme, calculate it for 1 month
and see if you can support a family with that? What can be done at the current
economic status. Poor people as there is no way have committed suicide. There are
5000 families. There are nearly 50 quarries. If quarrying is stopped all those families

will be stranded without livelihood.

They say dust flies due to the movement of heavy vehicles. It is not so
Quarries are operated work within the provisions of rules. I have seen these social
activists and organizations in almost 10 public hearings. You are talking only about
this. You also have to talk about other things. They do so after obtaining permission
from the Governmen. If so, is the government doing something wrong? No. So he

said permission should be given to this quarry.

19. Thiru. Thangam Adaikan, Chinnakarpurampatti, Kampur

From 1990 to 2006 our Panchayat has been dependent Stone quarry. We
depended on Stone quarry wages for almost 16 years. Before that we were mainly
dependent on agriculture. After 2006 the quarry was closed. Farming in agricultural
lands was not possible. No other jobs were there. So there migration took place to
other villages seeking employment. At present we are trying to improve the land and
cultivate it. Agriculture brings good profits. We saw that in this area, they grow

papaya, coconut and turmeric.
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While speaking in the meeting they said there is no agriculture, but only Stone
quarry, In the report of public hearing scheme plan, it is seen that 20 people get direct
employment, 100 to and 120 or almost 200 people get indirect employment. If there
are jobs for 200 people in a village of 4000 people, what will the remaining 3800
people do? Agriculture has disappeared due to quarrying. Farming would fail if there
were no farming friends like beetles, bugs, sparrows, birds and honey bees. We were
a joint family till 2009. I have 2 acres of land. We used to grow 70 bales of paddy till
the Stone quarry was started. After stone quarry came into being, we gave up farming

and we have not recovered it till now.

We visited the site of the Stone quarry. We do not say not to conduct the Stone
quarry. Do it within the provisions of law. There is a stream on the south side of the
quarry. Criteria is 300m. But it is within 250m. There is also a check dam next to the
stream. The check dam is not mentioned in government documents. 40 types of
documents have to be submitted. But they have submitted only 10 types of
documents. In all previous hearings we have been saying that they have to submit 40
documents and only after reading them we can express views. But there is no proper

submission of documents in any meeting.

There are reserve forests. In the public hearing presentation they said that the
reserve forest is at a distance of 400m. As per Government Minor Minerals Rules
1959 it should be at a distance of 500m. But they say it is at a distance of 400m".
Work is in progress. I don't know how they decided on 400m. There are trees around
the quarry. Peacocks flock to the trees at the same site where quarry waste is dumped.

We have photographed and videoed this. It should considered.

According to Panchayat Road Act rules only 2 tonnes can be loaded on

trucks. But we know how damaged the roads in the areas adjacent to the check dam
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are. Truly trucks carry heavy loads. If the farmers see it, they have to stop the
vehicles and call the police or VAO and if they seize it, quarrying will be carried out
as per law. We see that animal husbandry is the main occupation. I also raise cattle. 1
have 50 sheep. 1 have come to Kachaikatti market. Kachaikatti goats are famous in

this region.

People say there is no work. If there is no work, we will do jobs in a way
that does not affect the agricultural environment and we will fight for it. But to break
mountains and rocks is a very wrong and we as people should not support it. Some
quarry contractors do not adhere to government regulations and carry out mining
beyond the permitted quantity. Because of this, area will be ruined. There will be no
ground water. Even if you want to do agriculture, you cannot do it. You can't raise

livestock.

The government itself gives cattle for free. The government provides loan
assistance to small businesses. The power of People is huge. If there is no job
opportunity, let's go to the Tahsildar office. Let's go to the collector's office. Go in
search of a permanent job. Maximum 100 to 200 people or 100 people are employed
in this quarry. Now a days they use machine to cut stones. Moreover, they will
definitely not give jobs to the neighboring villagers. You will go to work for a month
or two. If someone dies you will take leave. If there is a festival, you will take leave.
They will suffer losses. Because the quarry is leased only for 5 years. So they will
give you work till they get permission and then they will hire North State workers.
This is the situation in many quarries. Only North Indians work in keelavalavu near

our village.

A number of violations were there before 10 years and we have sought and

prevented it. Don't lose what we lost in our region. Should you be affected for the
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temporary gain of 100, 200 or 1000 rupees? Working in quarries has a lot of impact.
50 people work in quarrying and the dust falling from it will spread up to 5
kilometers. Not just for us, if the birds, honey bee etc. do not have a place to live,
they will leave this place and then we also cannot live. Raise livestock in pastures.
Don't come to speak for anyone. Think about the environment. People have come
from agricultural unions, environmentalists, and people from mining department have

come. They don't have in mind that you shouldn't get a job.

Only those who love this land and its people speak here. We are spending
our money to tell you about the impact of quarrying. What do we gain by spoiling it?
Let no one be angry. Therefore, he said that since there are many violations in this
stone quarry the public hearing should be held again after submission of 40 types of

documents.

20. Tmt. Muthulakshmi, Poochampatti

There is no work other than stone quarrying. They will give us even if we
want 10 thousand rupees. We have taken loans for children marriage. How to pay off
debt. We only work for 3 days in 100 day employment scheme.The money is not

properly credited either. She said that we want stone quarry.

21. Tmt. Sasikala, Poochampatti

They keep telling about agriculture. It rains only for two months in a year,
What to do for the remaining 10 months? They call us to pick out weeds. They ask
us to come only when it rains. But the stone quarry is not like that. There is always
work. Even if it rains, there will be work, even if it doesn't rain, there will be work. If

we ask farmers to give us Rs 100 to send our children to school, will they give us?




They will say that they will give it if we come to work. But stone quarrying is not

like that. When we go to work, the salary is credited automatically.

You say about 100 day employment scheme. But there has been payment for
2 weeks. 230 rupees only has been credited. Only tomatoes can be bought with it.
What about other expenses? Tell me. Agriculture should be done depending on rain.
All the people have come without going to weeding jobs. Can you live by expecting
the railfall? for rain to fall? Should 1000 families die for one or two people to farm?

He said that we definitely want a stone quarry.

22. Tmt. Privanga, Poochampatti

Our father and mother brought us up by working in stone quarries. Even till
our marriage we did quarry work. We are suffering a lot without stone quarry for four
or five months. We survive by selling out goats and cows. There is a situation where
goats have to be sold for hospital expenses. We'd be fine if there is stone quarry.

Therefore, she said that there must be a stone quarry.

23. Thiru. Karuppiah, Poochampatti

There is nothing wrong in social activists striving for people. The officers
District Engineer and RDO are present. You say 45 documents have been hidden.
Who hid it? Did the officer hide the documents. This question is itself wrong one.
There is a committee called TOR in SEIAA and that committee will conduct the
meeting after checking these 45 types of documents. They will check before the
public hearing meeting. It will be sent to Pollution Control Board. Pollution Control
Board has nothing to do with SEIAA. Both are different. It is the Central Govt. The

District Environment Officer will ask conduct Public hearing meeting.



If the documents are not correct then the ToR Committee will return the
proposal. They will send it to us. If we send the application our RPP will check if all
the documents are there. They said about the stream. Safe distance should be
maintained. We do not approve the mining plan. We are only the applicant. Only
educated officers will approve the application that we submit. The District Mining

Officer only appraises the mining plan.

Is there a house nearby? Is there a temple? Is there a school? This
permission has to be obtained from BDO, Town and Country Planning. They say that
they use the stream as a path. The quarry has not even started. This meeting is being
conducted only for seeking permission. Even now if they say we have blocked the
stream, what came we do? We not go to SEIAA to get permission. In that case, if the
stream is blocked, will the authorities give permission? Now it's just a vacant land.
Can we trespass? If you speak generally about quarrying what can we do? Where will

people go for these materials.

They talk about M Sand. We use m sand because there is no river sand. The
government is saying that everyone should use M Sand. You say that dust flies. If the
net is not laid, will the Pollution Control Board leave us? We cannot start the crusher
without obtaining pollution certificate. Thambi Selvaraj is from Kampur and 10
crushers are running in that village. Stop it first. Speak for your village first. Just talk

about what are all the short comings.

Before the arrival of M sand, people used to go to Trichy to buy river sand.
That too per unit it is Rs.35000/-. They will take half driving truck transport itself,
Now in Madurai, M sand is available at low cost. They say only 19 get direct
employment and 200 get indirect employment. 2000 people can be indirectly

employed. A stream cannot be dug. It is the water that flows from the mountain. They




say we hidden the information. They say it is not uploaded on the internet. Is it our
fault? Is it the quarry peoples fault. Let us know if there are any mistakes and we
will correct them. You should not say no to quarrying for that there 3 km distance

between to Quarry and village. He says it is near the house.

How does a District Officer in Town and Country Planning give
permission? How will panchayat union BDO let it happen? They say they saw the
quarry. Did you see the work done? Give correct information. If there are defects,
they can be rectified. We brought sand from Malaysia. Has anyone been able to
purchase it? All the people have now shifted to M Sand. If there are any violations,
the government officials will not allow it. So, we have submitted all the documents

without any violation and therefore asked to grant permission for our quarry.

24. Tmt. Gowri, K.K.Patti

I am from KK Patty, Kampam, Theni District. I was also affected by the
quarry. It started in 2004 and ended in 2007. When we asked for renewal, they said
Meghamalai Tiger Sanctuary has been included. They said permission cannot be
given to quarry. We sold our property and started the quarry. If it is stopped and we
will not be able to recover. We struggled a lot to raise our children. All of us in our
village have been working in quarry. The cow is not able to graze. They say that the

stone causes problem. No permission will be given for quarrying in agricultural land.

They will give permission only where the quarry can be located. We are
asking permission for quarrying in farm land or coconut grove. By granting
permission for quarrying, the government also sets revenue, that's why they grant
permission for quarrying. They said that they are loading 10 tons. Don't you know

they have to get permission from the government? If it is wrong, on the spot you can
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ask. They said about 20 jobs. It is wrong. There are 6 quarries in our village and
almost 50 families are working in those quarries. In 2007 there were 80 tractors. At
present there are up to 500 tractors depending on the quarry in out village. It has been
18 years since the quarry was stopped. We have incurted huge loss. Again we asked

for permission. They will not give permission blindfoldedly.

The wireman will come and see whether there are posts and tress? For
issuing VAO certificate, they see whether it is grazing land. They will also check
whether residence is nearby? Someone said that the bees will get affected. We've
all banded together like bees to bring this back. We do it properly. We provide all
sorts of benefits to our employees. We do everything upto insurance. So he asked to

give permission for this quarry.
25. Thiru Ravichandran, Kondayampatti:

Pollution Control Board has given permission 15m away from my
agricultural land in Kondiyampatti. For 25 years my farming has been destroyed. For
one and a half years, no action has been taken even after petitioning the Collector's
office. Pollution Control Board sent a letter stating that the crusher was not working.
But the crusher is running. Agriculture has been ruined for 25 years. Maranadu

Karuppasamy blue metal, located in Kondayampatti, should be closed permanently.

25, Thiru. Malaisamy, Katchaikatti

In our Village, the crusher vehicles did not ply much. Currently more than
50 vehicles ply. They load 8 tons and so the road is affected. Children are affected by
dust. The do not sprinkle water during the transportation. So people are affected by
wind. Here RI and VAO are present. While loading gravel, when the truck door is
opened all the gravel fell on the road. If people had gone at that time, how much
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would it have affected them? Let the crusher come when the stone is loaded, it should

be half a feet less than its capaity. He said that people should not be harmed.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

She stated that, all of you have recorded your views in the Public hearing
meeting regarding ordinary stone and quarrying and thanked everyone. She said that

everyone's views will be taken into consideration.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

He stated that, all your views about M/s. P.Karuppiah Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry have been recorded. He thanked everyone for peacefully concluding this

public hearing meeting.

The meeting came to an end.

ontrol Board,

Eneclosures:

1.Copy of press release (Public Notice Published in Tamil & English) for
notifying the public hearing meeting.

2.Copy of attendance sheet of the public hearing, (Total pages11 & 83 persons)

3.Copy of Audio & Video (DVD - Disc) of the public hearing proceedings.
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