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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY MUDALIPALAYAM ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL
QUARRY - CLUSTER (2 Nos.) FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF
2.83.41 HECTARES LOCATED AT S.F. NOS. 984/2A1 (PART) AND 986/B1 (PART)
MUDALIPALAYAM _VILLAGE, KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT,
TAMILNADU STATE, HELD ON 28.11.2024 AT 11.45 AM IN PALANI ARULMIGU
THANDAYUTHAPANI SWAMY__THIRUKOIL PATHAYATHIRAI BAKTHARGAL
THANGUM MANDAPAM, KANGEYAM - DHARAPURAM ROAD, UTHIYUR,
KANGEYAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT

PROJECT NAME:

Mudalipalayam Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry - Cluster (2 Nos), Mudalipalayam Village,
KangeyamTaluk, Tiruppur District.

Sl. No | Name & Address of the Project Area (Hectares)
1. M/s. R. Karthik Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, 1.61.95
SF No. 984/2A1(Part)
2, M/s. G. Susila Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, 1.21.46
SF. No. 986/B1 (Part)

PARTICIPANTS:

1 Mr. A. Felix Raja . Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharapuram, Tiruppur District.
2. Dr. M. Senthil Kumar . District Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North
3. Mr. S. Bharathiraja : Assistant Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
. Tiruppur North.
4. Dr. P. Ramesh . Assistant Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Poliution Controi Board,
Tiruppur North.
5. Thiru. MAAM. Mannar Thippu : Assistant Engineer
Sulthan Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North
6. Mr. T. Shankaranarayanan . Assistant Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North

7. Proprietor - 1 . M/s. R. Karthik Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry



8  Proprietor - 2 M/s. G. Susila Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry

9. Mr. M, Sheik Navaas . Project Consultant
Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem, Tamil Nadu

10. Public . 50 No. (Attendance Record attached).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), welcomed the
Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram, who was presiding over the public hearing.
The hearing was attended by members of the public who came to register their
opinions, environmental volunteers, government officials, police officers, and quarry
owners involved in the proposed cluster of quarries. The hearing pertained to M/s. R.
Karthik Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry and M/s. G. Susila Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry are seeking Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India.

The DEE emphasized that, as per the Environmental Impact Assessment
Notification 20086, issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), prior Environmental Clearance is required for eight types of projects listed
in the notification. Some of these projects must also conduct a public hearing before
receiving clearance. Accordingly, M/s. Karthik and Susila Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry have applied for prior Environmental Clearance, and this public hearing was
convened in connection with their applications. The public notice regarding tHe hearing
had been published in the Dina Thanthi and The New Indian Express newspapers on
16.10.2024, as per the rule that requires such notices to be published at least 30 days
prior to the public hearing.

He further informed that the project consultant would present the details of the
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) through a PowerPoint
presentation on behalf of the proprietors of the Karthik and Susila Rough Stone &
Gravel Quarries. After the presentation, the public and environmental volunteers would
be allowed to express their views about the project either in writing or orally. The entire
proceedings of this public hearing will be audio and video recorded and submitted to the
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for further action. Following
these remarks, the DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, requested the Revenue Divisional

Officer, Dharapuram to preside over the meeting.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram:

RDO, Dharapuram welcomed everyone then initiated this public hearing

meeting and asked the project consultant to give his presentation regarding the project.



Project Consultant, GeoExploration and Mining Solu_tiohs. Salem, Tamil Nadu:

He welcomed the gathered for the public hearing meeting and explained the
details of the project as mentioned below

Introduction of the project

Location Map of the project area

Satellite Image of project area for a radius of 500m.
Availability of source and product details

Current quarry details within a 500m radius
Location map within 10 Km Radius

Land classification around 10Km radius.

© N o o kDN

Baseline Data

©

Google map view of Soil sample&Water samples collected locations
10. Google map view of Air Quality monitored iocations

11. Results of Air Sample Analysis

12. Google map view of Ambient Noise level monitored locations

13. Results of Ambient Noise ievel monitored

14. Expected Environmental Impact and Mitigation Measures

15. Environmental Impact Assessment.

16. Expected Environmental Noise impact and Mitigation Measures

17. Advantage of the project

18. Conclusion

A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is also enclosed.

Following this, the District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (TNPCB), Tiruppur North, invited the public to express their views and
comments regarding this project. He aéked those registering their views orally to clearly
state their names and which village they belongs to.

Accordingly, the public expressed the following views,

1. Mr. Devarajan, Dharapuram

He stated that he has 25 years of experience in this quarrying industry. Based on
that, he delivers some comments.The Thayampalayam Health Centre has been
improved through the income coming to the Panchayat. Next, they provide ample
assistance to students who stay in nearby hostel. When drinking water became
essential, they offered the support that was required. He requested the government
to provide support for this quarry as this revenue is helpful for‘everyone in the
highway sector, construction sector, etc.

2. Mr. Manoj , Nizhali

He stated that the project creates employment opportunities for people in nearby
villages and the quarry has also provided the support to schools and hospitals in the

area. Hence, there is no problem with the establishment of this quarry.
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3. Mr.Bharthi, Kuttapalayam
He remarked that while the quarrying is already in operation they have followed
the safety norms and provided all necessary facilities to the public. Therefore, there is

no impact to them.

4. Mr. Marimuthu, Thayampalayam
He mentioned that 40 children staying and studying in Thayampa(layam
government school. They helped us by providing water during a severe drought.
Recently they installed a borewell, due to the high salinity, they accepted the request
of the students and immediately set up the R.O. System. Tiled the ground floor of the
hostel bathroom. Now we have requested them to build a wall around the hostel, if
they do it, it will be very helpful for us. He also said that there is no harm ih setting up

this quarry.

5. Mr.Rajendran, Karanampettai
He expressed his salutations to the Revenue Divisional Officer; the District
Environmental Engineerwho is conducting this meeting, and the environmental
volunteers who have gathered here, the public, and the quarry owners.Can we give
permission for quarrying now? Don't you? Public Hearing about and | am a small part
of it. Are they protecting the environment? Isn't it? He said that | have been working

as a part of protecting that environment for 20 years.

Now they are doing all the environmental protection activities in the quarries. This
is because they do all the work instantly from spraying water over the trucks carrying
the stone through the water sprinkler. It shows how environmentally friendly they are
by forcing me to start working immediately even if a machine is not working. Also,
they work with great emphasis on the safety of the people. Being in that business |
realize this and tell you all. Can more quarries be allowed here? Don't you? The
answer to the question asked is that for example we buy iron at a fixed selling price
but the same construction méterials like stone, sand (natural sand is not available)
artificial sand M-Sand and P.Sand are available only because they are near the
quarry and are readily available at low cost. If not, who does it affect? We are the
only ones affected. Environment should be protected. An argument that the
environment is not protected will definitely not exist here because they give more
importance to the environment. Planting trees and setting up drip irrigation are done
immediately. This activity can be found in all quarries. It just works. They said that

they are working on it.

They are doing a lot to help the quarry workers by thinking of them as part of
their family rather than as part of their company. Therefore, you can ask the people
working in the company how much importance they are giving in protecting the

environment.



6. Mr.Satish, Environment Protection Secretary

He says, | am with you in accepting your legitimate concerns, thoughts and
reasonable opinions. | request the government to adopt this village and allocate more
funds for sustainable development and solve their problems immediately. Also, |
humbly request the government officials to arrange employment immediately and
build permanent houses for the homeless poor. Also, | request the quarry owners to
plant more trees to keep this village remains green. Grow trees and save them. |
humbly request the top government officials to give environmental clearance
immediately on these quarry owners Mr.Selvaraj, Mr Karthi and Mrs.Susila without

imposing any restrictions,

7. Mr. Shanmugasundaram, State Deputy Chairman, Non-Party Tamil Nadu
Farmers Association. |
He says, As far as we are concerned, the Non-PartyTamil Nadu Farmers
Association has been continuously bringing various kinds of protests to the attention
of the administration in whichever area people are affected. Sometimes it is solved.
We always consider industry and agriculture as two eyes. Because in today's
situation it is difficult to extract sand for the construction sector. Due to the presence
of some quarries in this area, raw materials are easily available for building water
tanks and houses. Even if the Farmers' Association and we have been affected in
some way, we will raise our voice from that place and bring it to the attention of the
district administration. Our association has not received any complaints from the
general public or the farmers regarding the operation of quarry in this area. So, they

are doing better. So permission can be given for quarrying

8. Mr. Natarajan, Vengalapalayam
He stated that, He comes from a Vengalapalayam village in Uthukuli Taluk of
Tiruppur district. There are more than 100 quarries functioning in his region. This
means that the nearby farmers have more problems due to these. But there are
many people who are afraid of the quarry owners and cannot speak out.This means

that no quarry owners are acting as stated in this project report.

The quarry owners can give money to the panchayat, give money to the public
and pay to silence those who oppose them, but they do not implement any of the
provisions of the rules. That is, when the nonel blast is supposed to explode, they
make a hundred holes with the detonator and explode at the same time. As a result,
stones, sand and dust have spread to a distance of about one kilometer in the nearby
agricultural lands and no one can graze goats and cows. Also, they are allowed to
quarrying up to 50 feet, 100 feet and 120 feet. All the wells within a radius of about 2
km become dry and desert. Even the maize crop that can be sown during the rainy

season dries up due to dust deposition. Construction of rural roads costs Rs 1 crore



per kilometer. He said that all the roads that should last for seven or eight years

become so potholed that no one can walk in six months.

Also, 90 ton and 100 ton trucks are plying on village roads that are supposed to
carry 10 ton. Therefore, all the tar roads in the vicinity get damaged and turn into dust
in one year. Due to this, there is dust in the shops and houses on the roads. Farmers
near this quarry are definitely affected. In addition, they can pay money and keep
your mouth shut and say that there is no harm. But when the quarry is operating, the
nearby people will know the impact. A quarry near our agricultural land has been
operating for 15 years but no process orders have been implemented for the quarry.
There is no sprinkler in the quarry. What they have given in the process order is not
implemented. This is shown only when obtain the permission and no one implement
it. Therefore, the farmers suffer a lot. He also said that the livelihood of the farmers

around one kilometer or two kilometers from the nearby stone quarry will be affected.

In the future, when the quarry is expanded, they will evict the people living in the
area and will not do any good. And if there is a hindrance to them, they will harass.
Because of a quarry owner he has already been victimized and said that he is
standing at this place after escaping with his life. None of the quarry owners follow
the proceeding. If there are no houses, odai, tar roads, electric poles, high-voltage
EB towers within a radius of 300 meters, please give permission. But if there are
water pumping stations and water tanks within 500 meters then you should not give
permission compulsorily. Therefore, if it does not comply with the regulations, then

the license should not be given to stone quarry.

. Mr. Sivasamy, Sivanmalai

He said that, As far as stone quarry is concerned, they say that they follow the
government's legal regulations only till they get the license. At present there are
about 3000 quarries in operation in Tamil Nadu. | request an environmental engineer
to inspect whether they have developed a green belt there. 100% violations
everywhere. There is no problem with the public if it is done within the rules. There
are three quarries near my house. They say that the blast should be done at stone
quarry between 1 pm and 2 pm. But, they detonate there from 5 pm to 6:30 pm.
Nowadays, the sun sets earlier at 05:00 pm. So, at that time, when blasting, we don't
even know what comes in the air like stone, sand and dust. He said that this is also

illegal without following any rule.

Blasting in quarries and operation of crushers cause noise pollution and cause
hearing loss. The roads are so dusty that it cannot be used. They never use a water
sprinkler. Due to the smoke and dust generated by movement of vehicles, they suffer
from diseases like sneezing, cold, sinus and asthma. He said that no environmental
protection measures had been impilemented for the previous eighteen years.They

say they plant 300 trees per hectare. If we keep 300 trees per year, the entire village
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of Sivanmalai will be a forest. They did not maintain any new saplings other than the

trees planted by the birds. He also asked to inspect all the surrounding quarries.

Also, he would like to consider that the information in the report is clear and the
responses are prompt and there is a delay of six months in getting a proper
response. When he demands the information from the revenue department they
continuously forward the letter to their subordinates. And if the authorities take the

necessary steps, the above violations will not exist.

When Dharapuram RDO comes for a field inspection, twice he reports that there
are no violations in the field and the third time after approaching the District Collector,
he gives a formal reply. We are not hostile to this industry. As long as it is set up
according to law and does not cause any inconvenience to the general public, traffic,
livestock or animals, then this business can be done freely. If there are any violations,
do not grant permission to this quarry business.

10. Mr.Subramaniam, Mudalipalayam

He said that this quarry project can be carried out if there is no disturbance to the
public.

11.Mr. Yogeswaran, Thammareddipalayam
He stated that his agricultural land is fenced around 200 meters adjacent to this
quarry. He does farming and raising cattle. There is no disturbance from the quarry.
A small stone never fell on goats and cows at that place. Similarly, the previous
speaker said that the corn crop does not grow. It could be in his area. If the quarry
owner learns of any issues in this region, they will respond quickly. There is no
harm in using a water sprinkler immediately to control the smoke coming from the

sand truck. He said that when the public needs drinking water, water is distributed
at the right time.

Even if there is bereavement, they provide a truck immediately for transportation
use. They provided a lot of help to the poor students studying in the schools and
provided bore wells when there was a shortage of water. And they have
immediately installed RO water. They provide sanitary toilet facilities. He said that
such basic facilities are available to poor students in this area. He mentions that 500
to 1000 patients visit the primary health center every day and they have been
provided with basic facilities and equipments to get high quality medical treatment.

Based on the comments of the comrades, which may have been like this in their
areas, but the quarry owners in this area, whether new or existing, are helpful to the
public and readily address their needs. He said that they have built a wall around

the hostel where underprivileged students can study.



The community volunteers approach the panchayats that need trees, plant trees,

~ water them, and maintain them with drip irrigation. This quarry has not caused any
damage at this place. | would like to ask the people from this area to give priority to
their views in this public hearing meeting and implement it. This brings a lot of
income to the panchayats. Basic needs can be met only with the funds of the
Panchayat. There are not many factories and cities here. He said that with the
income of 60 lakh to 70 lakh rupees coming to this village from stone quarry, the
road facility is very suitable for providing basic facilities like street lights and drinking
water facilities. The establishment of these quarries here leads to community and
village development. He requested that permission for these quarries should be

given at the earliest and such industries should come towards the village.

12. Mr. Rajamani, Mudalipalayam
He stated that the building materials are economical due to the quarry's
close proximity. They keep saplings on the roadsides and water them well. They
provide drinking water to nearby villages in times of water scarcity. Quarries
generate income for the panchayat. So he said that there is no harm due to the

coming of this crusher.

13.Mr. Mukilan, Chennimalai, Coordinator of Tamilnadu Environment Protection
Movement,

The Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement extended greetings
and felicitations to the newly appointed Revenue Divisional Officer and the District
Environmental Engineer, who were conducting the public hearing meeting for M/s.
Karthik Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry islocated at SF. No. 984/2A1 (Part) and
Mrs.Susila Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry is located at SF. No. 986/B1 (Part)
Mudalipalayam Village, KangeyamTaluk, Tiruppur District. The meeting was jointly
organized by the Tiruppur District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board. Officers of various departments, including the Pollution Control
Board, Revenue Department and Police Department, friends from Andhra who
came here from Andhra Pradesh and said that they can live if there is a quarry, the
social activists concerned about environmental issues, villagers, stone quarry

owners, to those brought by stone quarry owners, and journalists, were welcomed.

An introduction was provided by Mukilan, the Coordinator of the Tamil
Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, wherein his association with the Thiru.
Sagayam Committee and the Granite Abuse Investigation Committee, along with
his active participation in efforts to protect Tamil Nadu’'s natural resources, were
conveyed. It was emphasized that the public hearing was not intended to base
decisions on majority opinion but rather to address the environmental, social, and

legal concerns linked to the proposed quarry project.



This public hearing meeting will not be held until 2018. Because at that
time there was a rule that whether it was a stone quarry or a sand quarry, if it was
more than 25 hectares i.e. 62 1 /2 acres, then the public hearing meeting was to
be held. That is why most of the sand and stone quarries are mentioned 24
hectares. But in 2018, the National Green Tribunal said that when a quarry is set
up, whether it is one acre or two acres if the total area of the quarry within a radius
of 500 meters around it is 5 hectares or 12 1 /2 acres, then a public hearing

meeting should be held and a decision should be taken.

Based on that, a public hearing meeting is being held for Karthik quarry
and Susila quarry here at Mudalipalayam. Concerns relating to air, water, soil, and
noise pollution, as well as the potential impact on biodiversity, were raised. It was
noted that the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report, had detailed socio-
economic impacts and mitigation measures proposed by the project proponents.
However, questions were posed regarding the legality and enforceability of the
mitigation measures outlined in the report, as well as their alignment with

environmental laws.

Mr.Karthik stone quarry has proposed to set up at SF No. 984/2 A1 (Part).
Before talking about it, we make three requests to the district administration.
Please do not give the SF No number as part for the quarry site. We keep saying
it. The common people subdivide a cent of land. The quarry is operational for 10
years. This can cause many impacts. Therefore, many people have a problem in
finding and observing the place when it is given as as part. So, if the SF number is
sub-division 2A1, if it is further sub-division as 2A1A, will fix it and it can be done in
one day and it is not a complicated process. Administration can be ’completed in a
few days and it is not a complicated process. Therefore, we continue to insist on
the demand that if quarries are mentioned as part, it should be sub-division.Here
also we emphasize the Revenue Revenue Divisional Officers, because the petition

will first go to the Village Administrative Officer and return to you after giving A-1
notice.

On the same day, a public hearing is being held at Katchakatti in Vadipatti
Taluk of Madurai District, the same environment consultant, GEO Exploration of
Mining, is the project consultant, but there is a poster in every area for the public
hearing meeting. On the 22nd of last week, a public hearing was held at Alampatty
in Thukilamparai Taluk of Dindigul District, there were posters everywhere.
Similarly, posters are being pasted for all public hearing meetings in Karur and
Erode districts. But here we are constantly insisting on pasting posters. Because

the government doesn't pay for it. The quarry owners’ themselves give the amount
for the public hearing meeting.



Last time, during the public hearing meeting held in Morattupalayam, all
the banners were removed by the local people in the panchayat. However, after
much insistence, the banners were eventually placed. Similar incidents have
occurred on several occasions. When posters are displayed, everyone becomes
aware of the event. The total expenditure of Rs. 2,000 for printing and pasting the
posters is not borne by the Government but by the quarry owners. On the other
hand, Rs. 2.5 lakh is spent on newspaper advertisements, yet it is unclear who
actually notices these advertisements. By spending Rs. 2,000 on posters, the
message can reach a wider audience effectively. In this study, the environment
including air, sound, soil, and water within a 10 km radius of the quarry is
analyzed. Therefore, pasting 100 posters in every area within this radius will
ensure visibility to all. | sincerely request that this method be implemented in the
future. While it is being implemented in other districts, it has not yet been
implemented in Tiruppur district.

In the meantime, the District Environmental Engineer stated that a press
notice regarding this meeting had been distributed to the public in Mudalipalayam
and Thayampalayam villages, and banners related to this meeting had already
been placed in these villages. Next, Mukilan responded, “I never denied it. | did not
say that you didn’t do it. I'm not saying you don’t distribute pamphlets or advertise
the same. What | mean is that pamphlets cannot be distributed to those who are at
work during the time you deliver them. However, if a poster is put up, it will be
widely seen, much like a movie poster. A poster is a simple, effective form of
communication. Even if one poster is torn down, others will remain visible. We
emphasize this because transparency is important, and everyone should be made
aware. Many districts have already adopted this practice during public hearing
meetings. For example, in Madurai and Dindigul districts, posters about public
hearings are displayed regularly. | am making an additional request that this

method should also be implemented in our district.

Next, while submitting documents for these quarries, they should be
required to provide a proper village map. Why is it that a topo sketch has been
given for one quarry and a combined village map for another? It is impossible to
understand anything from such inconsistent formats. Can anyone analyze this
village map properly? Can the project consultant from GEO Exploration look at it
and identify any specific SF No. from the given village map? If a project consultant
can point out an SF No., | would step aside. But why are such unclear documents
being submitted? Last week, | visited the land survey section in Kangeyam Taluk,
and there was no village map available. Without the map, how can we verify the
details? These can only be identified using a proper village map. The maps should
be provided in a clear format, with both a lead-coated model and an uncoated

model, along with the version included in the village map. If you provide an illegible
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piece of paper that no one can understand, who does it benefit? Therefore, |
earnestly request the district administration to ensure that the village map is

included in a clear and proper manner in the EIA report.

Karthik's new quarry extends over an area of approximately 1.61.95
hectares, i.e., 4 acres. The Village Administrative Officer has certified that there
are no houses within a distance of 300 meters, as per Section 36 of the Minor
Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, in the area where the quarry is located.
However, we could not verify this using the village map. Therefore, we checked
the FMB map on the computer. It was found that there are two houses in SF No.
964, located at a distance of 260 meters in the southeast direction from the quarry
site. According to the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, quarrying should not be
permitted if houses are indicated in the Revenue Department documents,
regardless of whether the houses have been purchased by the quarry owners,
have coliapsed, been demolished, or are part of a layout. Therefore, permission

cannot be granted as the quarry is located near the houses.

Similarly, if this quarry site is assessed based on the criteria, the
temporary workers' sheds are located within a radius of 300 meters. This poses a
significant risk of accidents at any time. In May last year, a similar incident
occurred in Aviyur, Virudhunagar district, where six people lost their lives in an
explosion at a quarry. Therefore, the quarry should not be permitted due to the

presence of temporary workers' sheds within the prohibited radius.

We also looked at Google Maps. In the google images there is a building
at 59 meters in the southern part which is being looked at by the state
environmental impact assessment committee, you will see through the video in
which we are saying that the building is 59 meters south of the quarry's outward
point based on the latitude and longitude. Similarly ih the western side there is a
building of 119 metres and 161 metres. The building is also shown in Google
images around the quarry. So this can't be legal. We have told the officials of the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) that we are not saying
that you are giving permission by buying 5 lakh, 3 lakh per acre. The quarry
owners themselves give interviews on TV, saying that the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) gives permission to buy at Rs 5 lakh and
Rs 3 lakh per acre, no matter how many violations there are. We have informed ‘
the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) that doesn’t do it _
this way do what is legally required. We caution you that transitioning on to the

next stage will be challenging. Hence, permission could not be granted,

In this context the susila stone quarry already operated at SF No. 986/B1
has also requested to renew the quarry. There is a house in SF No. 964 on the

eastern side of this quarry at a distance of 290 meter. There are two houses in SF
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No. 924 on the southern side of this quarry at a distance of 250 meter. This has
been shown on the computer FMB. Therefore, the quarrying cannot be permitted
as per the provisions of the MinorMineral Concession Rules. Similarly, a temporary
labour quarters was located within a radius of 300 metres from the susilaquarry. In
this context also permission could not be granted to the said quarry as per the law.
When this quarry Was searched in google map, it was found that a building is
located at a distance of 69 meters on the northern side, number of houses were
located at a distance of 138 meters on the eastern side and buildings at a distance
of 165 meters were located on the southwestern side. Since, numbers of houses
were observed in google map as per the latitude and longitude within 300 meters
from the quarry the permission could not be granted to the said quarry as per the

law.

Several peoples were stated that, without these quarries, it would be
difficult to build a house. This is a real truth. Because, until 1918 no one took the
stone from the quarries and manufacture artificial sand, M. Sand and an
exceptional case it was manufactured. All they are used River sand for
consturction. When we vehemently object the river sand quarrying, wemade a
demand that M.sand could not be manufactured in place of River sand. We also
urged the government to import the sand from abroad, especially from countries
with frequent earthquakes such as Malaysia and Indonesia. About 100 firmswere
ready to import the sand through Ennore Port, V.O.C Port in Thoothukudi and
Kamaraj Port in Chennai and sell to Rs. 1000 per tonne. The daily requirement of
sand for Tamil Nadu is about 21000 load and 15 lakh metric tonnes per month.
We made a demand to import and supply it to the consumer. The then Leader of
the Opposition party and the present Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has clearly
posted in his Facebook on November 22, 2017, both in English and Tamil. "Why
is the horse trading government refusing to allow the sale of sand imported from
abroad and to prevent the depletion of natural resources in Tamil Nadu? There is
no answer to this question,” The then Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami had
ordered to import of natural river sand from abroadvide four Government Orders
thatG.O.No. 242/2017, G.O.No. 56/2018, G.0.No. 220/2020 and G.0O.No. 63/2021.
But due to Corona, the sand was not imported. After the DMK government took
office on 7.5.2021, the government has issued an order on 22.07.2021to import
the sand from abroad till July 2022. But this had not been implemented.

Our rivers have also been destroyed. Earthquakes also occur here
therefore we don't know when we will die. There has been no problem with
quarries operating here in the past. On those times, the stones from the quarry
were used only for laying the road and laying the foundation of the building. But
today the artificial sand manufactured is not only utilized in Tamil Nadu, butalso

sold out illegally to the neighbouring states of Kerala and Karnataka. In this regard
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cases were registered and pending before the Hon’ble courts. Only by living in
harmony with nature we can protect the nature. If we destroy nature in one side, it
will react oppositely on the other side. Tsunami is the best example. Here we
destroyed the beach mineral sand lakes on the seashore and the mangrove
forests on the landshore. We propagate that development of shrimp farming and
shrimp export will lead to development. But all along the sea coast in Tamilnadu of
about 1705 km, all the places were affected by Tsunami in 2004 except at two
locations. One of these unaffected areas was Pichavarammangrove forest and

other one is coral reefs at Rameswaram.

We don't know who is susila and who is Karthik. We look in to that
wheather it is legallyor not and is there an alternative to this or not. We request the
district administration and the government to implement the above aspect as a

governemt policy.

The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu gathered votes mentioned my name in
four places namely Karur, Thoothukudi, Kanyakumari and Tirunelveli. Muhilan has
stopped the illegal sand mining based on our voice. Because of that he was man
handled, fallsly implicated in criminal cases and put into jail. The Chief Minister has
stated that he was man handled during the Sterlite protest in Tuticorin and he was
put in jail for three years in the nuclear reactor protest at Tirunelveli and all those
cases should be cancelled.

We are not friends or enemies to anybody. There are so many ministers
and officials. They used to gather votes in our name sake in certain situation. Even
today, the government does not know that a tungsten mine has come up in
Arittapatti. It was only after we gathered the evidence and putfoth before the
Madurai District Collector namely Sangeetha on the 18th of last week and
informed her and that only the Tamil Nadu came to know such a things are in
existance. Today, 50,000 people are protesting on the proposed tungsten project.

The Tamil Nadu government is also in the process of announcing in a policy
decision.

Our land, our nature, today we can earn and live. But will it be tomorrow?
And that's the big question. | pleaded before the district administration to set up a
laboratory at taluk level to analyse the quality of M.sand and the same should be
announce by government as a policy decision. The reason behind is we are
purchasing a load of M.sand at the cost of Rs. 40 thousand, but there is no
laboratory to analyze it by paying 1000 rupees, so in many plaées they are selling
M.sand in adulteration with 50 percent of the waste soil. We have the deposition
given by the M.Sand manufacturer in this regard and we have the record for the

same.We are continuously insist on the same and we have also appealed to the
Hon’ble Minister Thiru, Muthusamy.
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The M.sand was manufactured by using Noyyal river water having TDS of
20,000. We are purchacing the M.sand with our money and we ready to spend the
money to analyse the M.sand for which the government should set up a laboratory
in taluk level. It has been five years since M.Sand came into use. Even though the
green house builds by spending Rs. 3 lakh or built a house at the cost of 30 lakh
by taking loan or built a luxury house at the cost of Rs. 3 crore, there is no
guarantee for the quality of the building as the M.sand is adultered one, since,
there is no laboratory to analyse the quality of M sand. The flyover under
construction by RPP quarry was collapsed due to the usage of M.sand which is

manufactured using Noyyal river water.

After the DMK government took office, it is stated that the KP Park building
at chennai falls off when touched. In a particular case, the judges constitutea
committee of IIT experts and ordered that everything be carved out and coated
with natural sand. Because, they were already plastered by using M Sand. Our
demand is that we do not blame the individual. Give necessary instructions for this.
It is our duty to ask the government and it is your responsibility to recommend
establishing the laboratory to test the M.sand in taluk level. He also claimed to
import foreign natural river sand and protect this soil and this country from
destruction.

Similarly, as far as the wire fence is concerned, the Chief Secretary has
issued an order on 22.7.2023 that all the quarries i.e. all the quarries which are in
operation and all the quarries which have been completed should put wire fence.
But it is practically absent. They have ordered that it should be completed in two
months. Quarry owners are not all cashless they say they invest 4 crores, 5 crores
and 10 crores including vehicles and everything. Apart from that, they spend 300
rupees per meter and claim to erect wire fences for as many acres as they have,
but in practice they do not do it. As a result, poor people, wage earners,
agricultural workers and playing children fall into the quarry and die. Who is

responsible for this?

The people of this village stated that when the quarry owners take
permission, they give them water, give them money in times of crisis, and give
them food, | don't deny that, it's a good thing. But no one told that they have wire
fences around the quarry, 200 green trees per acre, no one transports more than
10 tonnes on village roads in tractors and only 48 tonnes in 16 wheeler trucks on
national highways. If you ask why, no one does this. You say they did some, glad
but they didn't do what should have been done. It is their duty and responsibility to
contribute 2 percent of their income towards Corporate Social Responsibility

(CSR), 10 percent as green fund and 10 percent as mineral fund.
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Today, we pay 18 percent GST when we eat in a restaurant. We charge
10, 12, and 24 percent tax on the purchase of soap. Do we ask why we pay?
Each of us is paid. They said that 70 lakhs came to the panchayat but how many
of your panchayat roads have they destroyed. They give a few lakhs. But what
destroyed were the roads that were built with people's tax money. Someone to say

that in your panchayat they have not destroyed the roads.

National highways, state highways, rural roads worth crores of rupees are
being destroyed due to excess weight. Therefore, the district administration should
implement the Supreme Court order in this regard. Likewise, the order of the
Minister of the Union Government of India and the order issued by the Tamil Nadu
Traffic Department should be implemented. A cat can climb and play on 5-year-old
child it's okay but an elephant can climb and play? What happens?. How will the
road be if you carry 95 tons without conscience on a road that is suppo‘sed to carry

10 tons. So all this should be taken into consideration.

Roads worth crores of rupees, be it national highways, state highways or
village roads, are being destroyed due to excessive weight. Therefore, the district
administration should implement the Supreme Court order in this regard. Similarly,
the Minister's order of the Union Government of Inéia and the order of the Tamil
Nadu Transport Department should be implemented. It's okay for a 5 year old to
play with a cat. What if the elephant is playing? What would happen if 95 tons of

freight were transported on a road that required 10 tons of freight? So this must be

taken into account.

This is all community property, not something established by the quarry
owners here. It includes contributions from everyone's taxes—not just the taxes
paid by the people in this panchayat, but the taxes of everyone across the country.
Yet, they are destroying it! They are damaging public property. Those who support
this quarry should address this issue, as a case should be filed against them for
damaging public property. We are not against all quarrying. There are people who
follow the rules, and we support them. Therefore, | am not claiming that these
quarries are deliberately meant to damage public property. However, those who
spoke in favor of the quarry have admitted it indirectly as a confession. Hence, |

fequest that necessary actions be implemented.

Next, the report mentions labor welfare. Through the RTI Act, we obtained
information from the Labor Welfare Department to verify whether ESI, PF, and
insurance are being provided to workers. Not a single quarry owner has complied
with these requirements. For instance, one person died due to an explosion at
Muthuswamy's quarry in Kuppam, Karur. We fought and secured compensation of
Rs. 28 lakh for his family. However, this year alone, seven people have lost their

lives in this district: two in Kodangipalayam, one in Vellakovil, and four in Tiruppur.
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None of their families have received any compensation. If workers had ESI, PF,
and insurance, the quarry owners wouldn’t need to fund anything—it would be
provided automatically. But that is not the case. Writing something on paper
doesn’t make it true. Even if there are no workers at a given time, | urge that
quarry owners comply with the law by broviding ESI, PF, and insurance for labor
welfare. Additionally, they have stated in the report that a drone survey will be
conducted once every three months. However, in practice, this is not being done.
Therefore, | request that all these rules be strictly implemented.

Next, someone mentioned that the operation of a tar plant caused air
pollution, making it difficult to breathe. According to the rules, tar plants should not
be set up within 5 km of reserve forest areas. The project consultant stated that
the quarry where the previous public hearing meeting was held is 1.25 km away
from the Uthiyur forest area, while this quarry is only 750 meters away. The law
also mandates that tar plants should not be established within 500 meters of
houses or within 500 meters of low or high voltage power lines, as the tar can stick
to the wires, causing them to snap. | am not certain if there is a tar plant currently
in operation. However, the person who spoke here mentioned that there is a tar
plant and that the air pollution from it has made breathing difficult. Therefore, |

| request the authorities to investigate and address this issue promptly.

Similarly, there is a provision requiring a 300-meter buffer due to vibrations
caused by quarries and a 500-meter buffer due to smoke from crushers. This
means that quarries and crushers should not be established near approved
houses, housing layouts, village houses, panchayat-approved houses, house
plots, or DTCP-approved houses or housing layouts. We have now shown that all
quarries in question have houses nearby. Additionally, the crushers are also
violating these rules. When we raised this issue with SEIAA, they stated that they
rely solely on the statements provided by the Village Administrative Officer (VAO)
and do not consider the points raised during the public hearing.

The Village Administrative Officer is often the first to submit false reports.
For instance, in 2022, a first information report (FIR) was lodged against
Muthusamy, a VAO who worked in Varavalai village, Kadavur Taluk, Karur district,
for submitting such a false report. Similarly, two months ago, Tamilselvi, the VAO
of Kuttapalayam, who is under your jurisdiction, admitted to giving permission for a
quarry within 300 meters due to ignorance. She claimed it was unintentional and
assured that such mistakes would not be repeated in the future. Therefore, it is
crucial that the Village Administrative Officers provide accurate and truthful

information to prevent such violations.

If we look at the village map of this quarry, they have indicated only a 300-

meter radius from the central area. We consistently state that if the Village
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Administrative Officer has made an error, the Tahsildar and Revenue Divisional
Officer have the responsibility to review it. However, in practice, this is not
happening. Look, they have taken the measurement from the center. We have
proof in hand. We did not pursue this matter further because if we file a case
stating that the Village Administrative Officer has submitted false documents, it
could lead to the empioyees losing their jobs. They have worked hard to clear the
TNPSC exams. We say this to prevent their lives from being ruined. Even if it goes
to court, they will suffer. | am an engineer from the Public Works Department, and |
left government service. If you act according to the law, no one can question you.
However, doing things illegally creates risks, potentially leading to questioning
everything and even the loss of your job. Therefore, the Village Administrative

Officer should be instructed to act in accordance with the iaw.

The new Tahsildar and a new Revenue Divisional Officer came here. The
A1 notice is not visible to anyone. The quarry owners only give this A1 notice to 10
people and collect their signatures. For any quarry receiving an A1 notice, it shouid
be openly advertised in public places within a 10 km radius. Why not stick a poster
about the A1 notice in schools, ration shops, food courts, bus stations, and other
public gathering piaces? This way, everyone will know. People will then express
what they want and what they don’t want. When they say no objections were
raised, it is becaUse the public was unaware. If the public knows, they will voice
their objections. Therefore, we request that the district administration take note of

these procedures_ regarding the publication of the A1 notice.

Most importantly, SEIAA has issued Terrﬁs of Reference (ToR) for this
quarry. If you look at the first page of the EIA report, you will find the period
mentioned in the ToR. For Karthik Stone Quarry at SF No. 984/2A1, the ToR was
issued on 24.05.2024 to carry out monitoring of air, soil, sound, and water quality.
Similarly, for the second quarry, the ToR was given to Susila Quarry on
07.09.2024. Additionally, for studies on the number of trees, borewells, and
houses, they monitored from 01/03/2024 to 31/05/2024. These studies were
conducted before the ToR was issued. This is akin to naming a child before the
marriage takes place. How can research be conducted before it is authorized or
even decided upon? On the first page of the report, they themselves have stated
that the study was conducted before the ToR was given. All we ask is that if the

process is conducted according to the law, there should be no issues.

| have a humble request for the district administration. They claim to have
conducted an air survey at 6 to 8 places. However, analyzing air quality with a
machine is very challenging. Erode SIPCOT has only one Air Quality Monitoring
Station for 2700 acres, and that station is located at the Pollution Control Board
office. It indicates that the air quality of Perundurai SIPCOT is similar to that of

Ooty, simply because it is not in the direction of the wind. We have already
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informed the District Collector and Honorable Minister Muthuswamy that the Air
Quality Monitoring Station allotted to Erode should be provided to Perundurai
SIPCOT as well. They claim to have conducted air surveys at 6 to 8 locations.
However, air quality surveying requires electricity, which cannot be done without a
continuous power supply. No electricity is required for analyzing land pollution,
noise pollution, or water pollution, but air pollution monitoring requires 24-hour
electricity for three months. If they analyzed air samples at 8 locations, electricity
must have been supplied either from industrial or agricultural connections or
household connections. Our ongoing request is for them to provide details about
where the electricity was sourced. Running air quality monitoring for 24 hours a
day for three months would significantly increase the electricity usage. The reason
we are asking this is because the company that provided the project report for this
hearing has mentioned a research report claiming to have studied nearly 200
quarries in a non-existent research lab called Omega Lab, which has not been
functioning for five years. All they seem to be doing is reporting from a room
without actually conducting any research. After raising this issue, we informed
District Collector Thiru. Prabhu Shankar, who took action, and now the tests are
being conducted through another laboratory. We urge for clarity in this matter. If
the survey has been conducted, they should provide details about where they
sourced electricity for 24-hour use over three months. | also request the district
administration to recommend to the government the inclusion of electricity usage

details in the EIA report.

Do business honestly without pressuring anyone. If done with integrity,
there will be no issues. Susila quarry is an élready operational quarry. Our concern
is that they are quarrying a part from the outer edge of the quarry, which is not part
of the approved site. We are unsure how this happened. They have shown the
outer edge of the quarry according to latitude and longitude, claiming that they are
quarrying 7.5 to 10 meters inside. However, they are actually quarrying outside the
designated quarry area. The illegal extraction of government property is against
the law and rules. Therefore, we request the district administration to take

appropriate action on this matter.

We are informing the Chairmtan, Member Secretary, and other department
experts overseeing this public hearing meeting that all of the documents presented
are authentic government records. According to Google Maps and other sources,
the house is within 300 meters of the quarry site. We have provided clear
documentation showing various types of electric lines and numerous violations.
Even if there are violations, the quarry cannot be granted permission to operate.
Due to these numerous violations, both Karthik Quarry and Susila Quarry are not
legally fit to operate. All the quarry owners possess 200 to 300 acres of land. As
per the rules, if the land is registered and operations are conducted in compliance

with the law, we cannot contest further. If operations follow the rules, we have no
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grounds to challenge them. We urge all parties to conduct business in compliance

with legal requirements.

The culture of our Tamils is to live in harmony with nature, and we are
asked not to contribute in any way to the destruction of the land and the people.
Based on this Tamil culture, we must protect our land, town, and Tirupur district
from destruction. This area has already experienced earthquakes, reaching a
magnitude of 3 on the Richter scale, and if it increases by an additional 1.5 Richter
scale, everything will split apart. We can talk about many things now, but what
about the consequences behind the scenes?

Consider Wayanad: A member of the Madhav Kadgil group, formed by the
government in 2010, had warned that three talukas would be destroyed, but we did
not listen. Today, those three talukas have been destroyed, and a thousand lives

were lost, yet the full account was never revealed. All the houses were destroyed.

“A life that does not guard against faults would vanish

like a heap of straw before fire”

As said by Thiruvalluvar, We have made our problems known before they
arrive. Based on that, both Susila and Karthik's quarries are filled with violations.
The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report, which is part of the process,
can be amended for technical errors such as the incorrect mention of a stream
being 100 meters away when it is not, but the criteria cannot be changed. For
instance, if they say the forest land is 750 meters away and we say it's 500
meters, it cannot be adjusted; it remains 750 meters. Therefore, the existence of

criteria such as houses near the quarry site cannot be altered in any way.

We are clearly informing the SEIAA authorities that this quarry should not

be allowed. If permission is granted, all those responsible will be brought before
the court.

Conclusion

Finally, the public was informed by the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur North, to submit their written petitions to the

Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram. The public hearing meeting was thereby
declared concluded.

A‘ total of four petitions were received from the public during the hearing
regarding the proposed quarrying of M/s. R. Karthik Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry

and M/s. G. Susila Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, which are enclosed herewith.
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Additionally, the list of participants (50 persons) of the aforementioned public

hearing meeting, along with a video CD recording of the proceedings, and a pendrive

containing the video, audio, and photographs, are also enclosed herewith.

District Environniental Engineer, Revenu® Divisional Officer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, DharapuramTaluk,
Tiruppur North. Tiruppur District.
Enclosures:
1. Attendance register of those who participated in the public hearing meeting.
2. A copy of the PowerPoint presentation.
3. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.

4. Petitions received from public — 4 nos.
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