Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 19.01.2023 at 11.30 A.M. in
M/s. A. R. Rajenthiran Thirumana Mandapam, No. 398, Kalaththur Village,
Chithannavasal, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai in order to establish M/s. Tmt. K.
Indirani Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 1.44.0 Ha at S.F.No. 95/12, 16, 18,
20(P) & 21(P), Chithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

Name of the Project:

M/s. Tmt. K. Indirani Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 1.44.0 Ha at
S.F.No. 95/12, 16, 18, 20(P) & 21(P), Chithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District.

1. Thiru. M. Mari,

Revenue Divisional Officer (i/c), lluppur,
[Assistant Commissioner (Excise) ]
Pudukkottai.

2. Dr. R. Gunasekaran, ME, MBA, Ph.D.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Tmt. M. Bramavathy,
Block Development Officer,
Annavasal.

4. Thiru. V. Krishnamoorthy,
Zonal Deputy Tahsildar,
Annavasal.

5. Tmt. S. Kamala,
Revenue Inspector,
Chithannavasal Division.

6. Thiru. M. Nagarajan,
Sub Inspector,
Annavasal.

7. Thiru. T. Karthikeyan,
Village Administrative Officer,
Annavasal.

8. Tmt. R. Dharani,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

9. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.



List of Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. R. Rajendiran,
Technical Manager,
Ecotech Labs Pvt. Ltd.
Chennali.

Totally 197 persons participated including Government Officers, Project

Proponentand general public in the public hearing. (Enclosure video Annexure -
A).

Welcome note given by District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer (i/c), lluppur [Assistant
Commissioner (Excise)] Pudukkottai District who presided over the function. He
welcomed the revenue officials, media persons and other Government Officials. He also
welcomed M/s. Tmt. K. Indirani Rough Stone Quarry, Proprietrix, Workers, Project
Proponent, Press & general public who attended the Public Hearing meeting.

He also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New Delhi vide
EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public opinion has to be
obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added that the public notice
informing the conducting of public hearing was published in “Dinakaran” & “The Times
of India” on 16.12.2022. This public hearing was conducted for M/s. Tmt. K. Indirani
Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 1.44.0 Ha located at S.F.No. 95/12, 16, 18, 20(P)
& 21(P), Chithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would be
forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai after getting
approval from the District Collector.

District Environmental Engineer informed that Tmt. K. Indirani Rough Stone
Quarry official would explain about the project, the public could give their opinion about

the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer (i/c), lluppur

He informed that he would preside over the meeting on behalf of Revenue
Divisional Officer, llluppur. He aiso informed that the Project Proponent would explain
about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment study

carried out through Power Point Presentation.

\ Poj o by thie Project B :

Thiru. R. Rajendiran, The Project Proponent, Technical Manager, Ecotech Labs
Pvt. Ltd. of Tmt. K. Indirani Rough Stone Quarry explained about the details of the
project outlay, Environmental Impact Assessment report and Environmental
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Management Plan through Power Point Presentation. (Copy of the detail is enclosed in
Annexure - B)

District Environm | ineer:

The District Environmental Engineer advised the public to register their views on

this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village details.

Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

1. Thiru. Gubendhiran. Pudukkofttai

Thiru. Kubendran informed that there is archaeological evidence of ancient
paintings at Chithannavasal and this area is also an ancient place. If the people are
deceived and given permission to this project, there is a possibility that there will be no
way for the future generation to live and he requested that no one should think that this
Earth will perish. With this generation, we have to save this Earth for the children and
descendants coming after them. The Central Government and big companies are
working, intending to destroy the natural resources of Tamil Nadu. Now, a city in
Uttarakhand is sinking into the ground since the Government deceived the people in the
city and as a result, the people living there have been ordered to vacate their native
places. To avoid such a situation in Chithannavasal, people should not get fooled by the
words of Government authorities. Even according to the law, there is no way to permit
the quarry. When a private company proposed to mine the Parambu Hill, the farmers,
and laborers united, agitated and stopped the project. He also said that farmers have
also stopped the hydrocarbon project by fighting hard in Neduvasal. He also requested
that if people want to live in the future and our generation wants to perish then they
should not permit this project. He said the officials were lying and demanded the arrest
of the village administration officer who gave the false certificate for the scheme. He
also said that the government and the officials are deceiving the people and making
way for the permit of the stone quarry. He totally opposed the project.

2. Thiru. Mu n. Chithannavasal

Thiru. Murugesan informed that since the stone quarry has not been in operation
for the last six months, people are working in small shops for low wages and people are
waiting for the permit of the stone quarry. He said that the people of 25 villages such as
Chithannavasal, Irumbali, Udayalipatti, Pudupatti, Sathyamangalam and Melur have
been struggling to meet their daily essentials for about six months. Therefore, he said
that there is no possibility of causing problems to the nearby houses or archeological -
monuments due to the quarrying operation. He also expressed his support for this
project by stating that livelihood of hundreds of people will be improved.



3. Thiru. Ayyasamy. Chithannavasal

Thiru. Ayyasamy informed the officials that about a thousand Thalaikattu people
are living in and around Chithannavasal and these people have no other means of
livelihood other than quarrying. He said that the village did not have good-yielding
farmlands or enough waterin the wells to irrigate it. He said that the people of that town
have been relying on the quarries in the area to satisfy their hunger for the past five
years. Mrs. Indirani told people that they are looking forward to the improvement of their
livelihood when the quarry will be operational. He also expressed his apprehension that
the number of people in the region is increasing and there is no industrial development
and not many government jobs or factories. He said that the people of 10 villages
around are looking forward to the permit of this quarry. He also said that when there is
an opportunity to improve their livelihood with the natural resources in their village, they
will not have to move to another town. He appealed to the authorities to permit a stone
quarry and expressed his support for the project.

4. Thiru. Tamil Karthik, Thirumayam

Thiru. Tamilkarthik informed that last month, two public hearing meetings were to
be held in Lembalakudi village and Panampatti village and all the officials came and the
people of the village came at the last minute, it was cancelled because the Detailed
Project Report was not given in Tamil. He quoted the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu's motto on language that Tamil is everywhere for everyone, so language other
than Tamil should not be included in this public hearing. Also, the Detailed Project
Report of this quarry has been uploaded on the website onlyin English format. He
expressed his objection that the hearing should be held only after uploading the Tamil
version of the Project Report. The authorities should not state that Tamil format of the
project report has many pages so it is not being able to upload it online, he said. Also,
the data listed during the presentation by the Manager, Ecotech Labs Pvt Ltd. on behalf
of Mrs. Indrani Rough stone Quarry and the data available in Detailed Project Report on
the website is contradictory. He registered his protest, saying that if people are to be
given employment opportunities by setting up quarries at the risk of people's lives, there
is no need for such quarries. If you set up a sand quarry in the river and take the sand,
the sand will be formed when there is a flood, if you cut 500 trees, you can plant 500
trees and restore it. But, he registered his views that if a hill is cut there is no chance of
its regeneration and therefore the authorities should not permit the construction of a
stone quarry.

5. Thiru. Ramamoorthi. Chithannavasal

Thiru. Ramamoorthi informed that for the past 50 years, the quarry has been
operating for the benefit of Chitthannavasal and surrounding villages. He said that
without the quarry, they have no livelihood. They obtained necessary information from
the PowerPoint presentation itself. There is no need for DPR in Tamil. Furthermore,

he requested that the authorities should not delay the granting of quarry permit for the
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reasons that the Detailed Project Report should be translated into Tamil and should
immediately grant permission to improve their livelihoods. At present, their economic
condition is very bad and after six months of struggle they are planning to do auspicious
things only now. He appealed to those opposing that this quarry will not harm their
village as they said. Therefore, he registered his support by appealing to Government
officials to allow the quarry and improve their livelihood.

6. Imt. Chinnathal. Chithannavasal

Tmt. Chinnathal voiced her support for the project by saying that the quarry was
theirlivelihood and requested the officials not to deny the permission for the quarry.

7. Thiru. Viduthalai Kumaran. Communist Party. Pudukkottai

Thiru. Viduthalai Kumaran informed that there are ancient archeological site in
the Chithannavasal cave painting and Jain monastery nearly 2000 years ago. Also,
development by destroying the history of a mankind is destroying the mankind itself.
The symbol of our race is the Chithannavasal painting and Jain monastery which
proclaims our history. He said that setting up a quarry in the name of development in
the vicinity of these ancient archeological site is tending to destroy our race. They did
not object to the setting up of the quarry or the improvement of the livelihood of the
people. To improve the livelihood of the people, the Government should create small-
scale industries based on agriculture. He said that damaging ancient archeological
symbols and setting up quarries to improve people's livelihood is like selling eyes to
buy sculptures. If the ancient archeological symbols are damaged due to the vibrations
caused by blasting in the quarry, there is no possibility of restoration. Therefore, he
registered his protest asking that the stone quarry should not be allowed to operate
considering the protection of Chithannavasal and the ancient archeological symbols.

8. Thiru. Marimuthu. Chithannavasal

Thiru. Marimuthu informed that the distance between the archaeological site of
Chithanavasal and the site of the quarry is about 3 km. He said that there is no
possibility of damaging the ancient archaeological monuments due to blasting in the
quarry. Also, for the past 50 years, the stone quarry is improving the livelihood of
people. He informed that till now no damage has been done to the archaeological site.
No one in the village has reported that their houses are affected or that the agriculture in
the area is affected due to the quarry. About 30 people benefited from the production of
one load of rough stone. People have no other means of livelihood except quarrying.
However, social activists who are not related to this village continue to express their
opinions in this meeting to spoil the livelihood of the villagers, but the authorities should
not take their opinion and the official has to realize the true situation of the villagers and
allow the quarry to improve their livelihood.



9. Thiru. Sridharan, Vilupuram

Thiru. Sridharan informed that destroying ancient archaeological symbols at
Chithanavasal and allowing quarries for livelihood is like selling eyes to buy paintings.
There are thousands of village-based industries to improve the livelihood of the
villagers. He said that efforts should be made to implement it. He endorsed the opinion
of the villagers that despite the operation of the quarry for the past 50 years, the ancient
archaeological symbols have not been affected and said that the economic condition
of the workers in the quarry has not improved for 50 years and the quality of the air,
water and land is not the same as it was 50 years ago. The Manager of Ecotech Labs
Pvt Ltd, explained in his presentation that the quarrying will provide direct employment
to only 18 people and that it is not appropriate to damage the 2300-year-old
archaeological monuments for the benefit of those 18 people.

10.Thiru. Amara Azhagu. Karaikkudi

Thiru. Amara Azhagu informed that future generations will suffer a lot if quarries
are allowed to exploit natural resources. Also, in Sivagangai in the past by destroying
native trees and planting foreign trees such as Eucalyptus trees, many people in that
district have to move towards foreign countries for their livelihood. A similar situation
should not arise for this village people. Moreover, as all the factories brought by the
Tamil Nadu Government are set up only in Sriperumbudur, Chennai, and Chengalpattu,
there is no employment in the southern districts. Therefore, the Hon’ble Chief Minister
should bring factories to create employment opportunities and he registered his
opposition to the permit of the quarry.

11.Thiru. Pazhanisamy. Chithannavasal

Thiru. Pazhanisamy informed that Pudukkottai district is famous for its quarry
industry. The views expressed by social activists apply only to other districts and this
does not apply to this district where there is a large population dependent on quarries.
He also said that there is no possibility of damaging the ancient archaeological
monuments due to blasting in the quarry. He registered his support by kindly asking the
authorities to allow the operation of the quarry without affecting the environment.

12.Thiru. Manikandan. Pudukkottai

Thiru. Manikandan informed that the book written by Nedunchezhiyan was
published last year by the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. In that book, the
highlights of the Chithanavasal Jain monastery have been highlighted. Also, Aiyanar's
life was established at Chithanavasal, from here worldwide Ayyanar worship started.
Wherever there is Ayyanar worship in Tamil, the temple at Chithanavasal is the starting
point for that worship. The temple at Chithanavasal gives peace of mind that cannot be
found in any temple. He recorded his opinion that such a special place should be
protected from destruction by the quarryoperation.



13.Thiru. Mugilan. Co-ordinator. Tamilnadu Environment Movement

Thiru. Mugilan informed that in past years there were no public hearings for the
quarries. In 2018, the National Green Tribunal had given an order that the public
hearing is necessary for establishing a new quarry at the location, if the quarries that are
already operational and closed have an area of 5 hectares. He explained that the
owner of the quarry has statedin his affidavit that there were more than six quarries at a
distance of five kilometers around the field where the quarry is situated. He said that the
operation ofthis quarry may affect everything, including air, water, sand, soil, and
various living things from a distance of 10 kilometers. In the 350-page project report
submitted by the quarry owner, it has been mentioned that the operation of the quarry
will cause air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution and soil pollution, but it will be
rectified in specific ways. On page 161 of the report, it is explained what study was done
to conduct this hearing. On 23.03.2022 order was given to study air water, soil but on
09.03.2022 the quarry owner started the study. He said that the quarry owner had
staged the violation before the hearing. According to the information given to Mrs.
Indrani Quarry SF No. 95/ 12, 16, 18, 20(part), and 21(part) on the website,
Chithannavasal is located at a distance of 450 meters from the quarry. Also, there are 5
concrete houses at 179 meters distance and many houses at 299 meters distance, but
as per law, even if there is one house up to 300 meters distance from the quarry no
permission should be given to the quarry and also if there are any water bodies within
500 meters distance then no quarry should be constructed but 80 meters distance from
Indrani quarry there are water bodies. Chithannavasal painting was created in the first
century and now even after 2000 years its archetype has not changed. He said that to
improve their lives, green factories should be set up and employment opportunities
should be given to the surrounding villages. He asked not to destroy ancient
archeological monuments by quarries themselves. He said that no medical insurance or
labour insurance is implemented for the workers working in the quarry. In Quarry project
report, the measurement was wrongly taken from the center of the quarry rather than
from the outer edge. The Village Administration Officer has issued a fake certificate that
there are no water bodies, religious symbols or houses within 500 meters of the quarry.
A criminal case should be registered against the Village Administration Officer who gave
such false information. It is mentioned in the project report of the quarry that there is no
pond around the quarry. But the small pond in Irumbali around the quarry and Madhya
Nallur has many water intakes and ponds like Senkulam, Pudukkulam Periyakulam, etc.
as per Government records. He said that due to the illegal operation of quarries in the
Karur and Dindigul districts, the level of earthquakes has increased, but this district
should live in harmony with nature so that this does not happen. When using explosives
in quarries, drill a hole in the rock, fill it with explosives, pour water into it, pour sand, put



heavy materials like tires on it spread tarpaulins on it, and blast it. He said that if you
want to operate the quarry, you have to submit at least 35 documents, but none of them
are properly submitied by the quarry owner. He registered his protest demanding the
Tamil Nadu Government to set up green industries and asking the authorities to protect
water bodies and human livelihood by not setting up illegal quarries.

14.Tmt. Palaniamma, Chithannavasal

Tmt. Palaniamma informed that she had lost her livelihood and even mortgaged
her jewelry for medical expenses and suffered a lot of hardship and mental anguish for
the past six months. She said that if the quarry comes into operation, their livelihood will
improve and their miseries will end. Therefore, she expressed her support by asking the
authorities to consider their situation and grant permission for the quarry.

15.Tmt. Nathiva. Ward Member, Chithannavasal

Tmt. Nathiya informed that she expressed her support by asking the officials to
grant permission for the quarry considering their future for the betterment of their
livelihood and the education of their children.

16.Thiru. Sivasamy. Chithannavasal

Thiru. Sivasamy informed that for the past six months, the villagers of
Chithannavasal have lost their livelihood and self-respect. They are struggling now to
pay the group fees and they have been facing severe hardships as they are unable
to send their children to school without food. He said that none of the social activists
have given any idea or help to fix these sufferings and they are currently working to
intensify the sufferings of the people. As people born and brought up in the soil of
Chithannavasal, he registered his support by asking the authorities to permit this quarry

stating that there will be no harm to the archaeological monuments due to mining of
minerals through this quarry.

17.Thiru. Ponnusamy. Village President. Chithannavasal

Thiru. Ponnusamy informed that this quarry has been functioning for the
livelinood of the people for the last 40 years under the law. Six quarries were operating
in Chitthannavasal. These quarries arebeing used for the livelihood of the people. He
said that he has been shedding tears dayand night as he has been unable to do
anything to solve the suffering of the people for the past 6 months. The people here

need a quarry. He registered his support stating that there is no possibility of a water
level decrease or pollution.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer informed that the public could submit their
comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or at the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Pudukottai office. The District Environmental Engineer thanked the
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Revenue Divisional Officer (i/c), lluppur for presiding over the meeting and also thanked
the Government Officials for attending the meeting, M/s. Tmt. K. Indirani Rough
Stone Quarry Proprietrix, Workers, Project Proponent, Press, Government Officials,
Police Officials & general public who participateded the Public Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end.

Attendance sheet of the participants (A)
Project Proponent's power point presentation (B)
Video (CD) of the Public Hearing. (C)
Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive
Summary in Tamil and English. (D)

D00, PO =%

\-\,\ f/

ental Engineer, Revenue Iﬁ/%lonal Officer (i/c), lluppur,
ﬁlel'bntrol Board, [Assistant Commissioner (Excise) ]
¢kottai. Pudukkottai.
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