Minutes of Public Hearing held on 10.01.2023 at 11:00 AM held in Manivammai

Mabhal, Attrankarai Pallivasal Road, Radhapuram, Radhapuram Taluk,Tirunelveli

District with respect to the project ofTvl Hi-Tech Rock Products & Adggregates

Limited — Proposed three numbers of Rough Stone, Jelly and Gravel Quarry over

|an extent of 12.435 Ha(3.740 Ha +4.714 Ha +3.981 Ha) in S.F. No.298/1A(P),

|289/2(P) & 161/1A(P). S.F.No.290/11B(P). 290/2(P), 291/2B(P). 287/3(P). 160/1A(P),

|289/1A(P) &289/2(P) and S.F.Nos 282/3B(P), 283/2(P), 278/2(P), 277/1B(P).

284/1A1(P) & 284/2(P), Irukkandurai Part Il village, Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli

District.

Details of participants in this meeting:

1. Dr. B.M. Senthil Kumar - - District Revenue Officer,
- Tirunelvel
2. Mrs.C.Suyambu Thangarani - District Environmental Engineer
Tirunelveli
3. Public and Government officials - Details are attached(Annexure-1)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirunelveli
welcomed the District Revenue Officer who came to preside over Public hearing and all
the people and government officials who were present in the meeting. Then,District
Revenue Officer, Tirunelveli invited the public to g-!."fv?’c;hei name and comments one by
one after explaining about the project.

Following this, Mr. B.Swaminathan, Project Consultant for the proposed

Tvl Hi-Tech Rock Products & Aggregates Limited — Proposed three numbers of Rough

Stone, Jelly and Gravel Quarryexplained the project in detailto the public through Power —

Point Presentation.
After that, the public began to express their views which are as follows:-

B 1.Mr. S. P. Muthuraman, Socialist and Environmentalist, Sankarnagar, Tirunelveli.

He informed that they act és if this project-is run by the Koodankulam nuclear
' power plant itself. It is a project entirely owned by Larson and Tubro. As the said_
company has taken construction contract in Koodankuam Thermal Power Plant, it is
purély business. The company deceive the government as if it was doing service to it. |

strongly condemn the repeated use of Koodankulam’s name by the L&T administration.

:



i

An Environmental Impact Assessment has been filed on behalf of the administration. ;
When was the Environmental Impact Assessment done? During what period was it |

made? And when was the mining plan permission granted for these three projects? On

14,06-2022, mining plan approval has been granted by the Assistant Director, ".

i

Department of Geology and Mining, for all three plans. As the above project falls under |

the category “B” under the environmental plan at the time of approval of the mining plan, |

permission has been given conditionally under Environmental Impact Assessment 2006, |

H

which requires prior environmental clearance and submission to the Tamil Nadu

|
|
|

|
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. Therefore, in order to fulfil this condition, ||

i
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the said management has-gone to fhe State Level Environmental Impact Assessment;
Authority- Tamil Nadu and submitted a application to obtain the Terms of Referencei_
(ToR). Accordingly, the State Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority- Tamilg_
Nadu has issued a ToR on 26.09.2022 to carry out an environmental impact;f
assessment. So, environmental impact assessment should be done only after gii;ing}
permission (ToR) for the above project after 26.09.20227? or do you want to do it ini
20217 quoting as example, if we want to make biryani for a wedding feast, we have to
catch a goat first. After that, the goat should be cut and cooked. Whereas, Biryani Isé
prepared before the goat is caught. How is it possible! How can we accept this?%
Therefore this environmental assessment report is an unacceptable report. Therefore, 1

am going to submit a petition to the District Environmental Engineer regarding this_-f

matter, which should be considered and a public hearing should be cancelled. T’

Also, he informed that no permission was issued for mining plan. How can you do’

i
an impact assessment before that? For which location environmental impact| |
assessment was carried out? This meeting is based on your environmental impact

assessment. But, what | am saying is that this environmental impact assessment is,

wrong. When should an environmental impact assessment be done? It should be done’ |
-

after 26.09.2022. But instead of that, how could the study be done in 2021 be allowed? |

So | will put this comment on record and ask to cancel the meeting as my first request.

He also expressed that the law says that after obtaining environmental clearancé 1
and after obtaining approval from the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, mining_;
should be carried out. But yesterday, when we went to the area to investigate the public@ i

i
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consultation meeting, they blocked the area around 10 acres with tin sheets, posted a
guard and refused to allow anyone inside. in spite of that, when we went inside and
saw, there is mining work going on there. Not only that, a weigh bridge is also set up
there. The law is that the earth should not be touched without prior approval, and
carrying out mining before obtaining environmental clearance is a punishable offence.
The Distritt Environmental Engineer knows that it should be registered as a violation
:case, so it is a rule breaking practice. | have submitted a petition to the District
Environmental Engineer in this regard earlier. So at this point we have to confirm

‘lwhether the norms are violated or not.

He continued expressing that here only 3 projects are mentioned, There is no
-|mention of another project here. A consultation meeting has alfeady' been held for one
project. So there are 4 projects in total. The plan already received and the plot numbers
of the 3 ongoing projects are on the side. So which land survey number has been
approved? No one knows how much land is being mined. Because no one is allowed
inside. Therefore, the District Revenue Officer should immediately inspect the said
places in co-ordination with concerned Tahsildhar, Land Surveyor along with us to
| inspect whether mining operations taking place in the 3 projects where the lease is to be
| commenced. The Tamil Nadu Environmental Impact Authority wouid not have given
perm:ission for the project if mining had been underway. If the norms are violated, there
is a separate mechanism for that and permission can be issued according to those
terms, the current rule is not applicable at all. It is also an offense punishable under 3

- |sections as they said that they are going to do 3 projects as a group.

Further, he said that “In their environmental impact assessment report, is it
mentioned anywhere that there are 6 mines around the project area? There is a letter
from the Assistant Director, Office of Geology and Mining, informing about all mines. But
this is not mentioned anNhere in their report. Just like there is a problem with the
smoke generated when cookihg with one stove and 6 stoves, it is a proper study only if
all the 6 quarries are studied together. There is no mention of the two private quarries
already operating in the area. Therefore, if the study is clear, people will understand.
Therefore, he claimed that the environmental study has been prepared hiding the facts,

therefore, this environmental report is unacceptable.



Also, he continued expressing that wind speed will be high in Radhapuram and 'ﬂ
surrounding areas. For that purpose, many wind mills are operating. Excavation work is ?
currently being done in and around these wind Mills. How to permit quarrying in {heg
midst of Wind Mills. The incident at Adamithapankulam in Tirunelveli district was cleared ]
only after the arrival of the National Disaster Response Force. Thereafter, the%
Tirunelveli District Collector said that 52 of the 54 stone quarries operating iln Tirunelveli

i
district were in operation in violation of the law and imposed a fine on each quarry. . i

Further, he said that they give false information that around 250 people will geti
employment when this quarry comes into operation. Not only in mining, but in all otheri
industries, northern workers are largely employed. In the tea shop in." Uralvaimozhii
village, all northern workers are seen. No employment is provided to any local resident. |
They also said that there will be socio-economic progress, but nothing will happen. Allé
those who own stone quarries are big capitalists who have said that they will spend upi -
to 5 lakhs on each stone quarry project. They say that they will spend 5 lakhs on eachi

//
project after earning crores of crores by exploiting natural resources.

Also two nearby private quarries and another quarry owned by the said company:j-
are hidden in the project report and hence requested to prepare a new report and hold}

another meeting after incorporating everything that was not mentioned in the report./

2.Mr. C. Rajini, Taluk Secretary. TamilNadu Farmers Union, Radhapuram:- J

]
1

He informed that, | am the son of a farmer who suffered from stone quarry. Already"'
on 28.07.2022 a similar public hearing was held and 19 people% opinions were]i:
recorded in support and among them,16 persons are opposition. Whereas, support |s
only 3 people. We questioned the authoritieé about this. But no reply yet. But the quarry‘.

work is going on. 10 people along with me submitted a petition to the District Collector ln

the farmers’ grievance redressal petition day on 30.12.2022 stating that a public hearing
is scheduled to be held on 10.01.2023. There is a mandapam for it in Sangarl;:ri village
so that we submitted a petition on our behalf to hold the said meeting there. They ’tn::\ld;E
ok. And 20 days before, we have sent a letter to the District Poliution Control Board. But;

why they not changed the location. Is there any order exists that meetings should be

~




conducted in this place only? Meetings should be held wherever people choose. Why

the place has not been changed even after making request to the officials. —

He continued expressing that why is this consultation meeting being held? Is it
conducted for the people? Or is it being conducted to dispose of people? If quarry is
functioning properly then why a fine of Rs 18 crore should be imposed. We are unable
to drive ofi road. We have complained to the police department several times, but no

action was taken. | did not come on behalf of the party, | speak as an affected farmer. |
have a place in Irukkanthurai area-1 and area-2 village. Is it possible to issue a letter
| stating that the quarries are running as per the norms? 2 stone quarries are currently
operating in the southern part of Putheri. On 29.11.2022, nearly 150 farmers gathered
| and submitted a petition to the District Collector. To that, the district administration
chiefs informed that they have not been given permission for the 2 quarries. But there is
{work in progress. So who gives permission? Are there two district heads in our district?

| We doubt it. =~ al

Demonstration was held by gathering Putheri people, but even after that there was
' 1no action. There are total 222 gram panchayats in Tirunelveli district. But only 43
quarries are functioning. whereas there are 23 stone quarries in Irukkanthurai village

alone in Tirunelveli District.

| -~

|Out of total 43 quarries in the district, 23 quarries are located in the village of
Irukkanthurai. What is the reason? You work for employers and not for the people. Who
will be responsible if the child dies during the explosion? It is not only the village of
Irukkanthurai that will be affected by this quarry. None of the ponds in Radhapuram
Taluk are full, therefore the life is affected. Drinking water becomes difficult. Quarry
owners said that water should not be released in the Radhapuram canai. And if the
canals are filled with water, agriculture will flourish, so that the quarry owners forbid the
opening of water to the canal as the stone quarries cannot be operated then. And no
matter how much we registef our opinions, you’r'e going to give permission to. run a
stone quarry. So this meeting is conducted just for namesake/eyewash. We speak with
evidence. They say that stone quarries can be set up within 300 meters, but when the

information is requested under Right to Information Act, they refuse to give the details.



But even if the complaint is filed online, no official starting from the District Collector will

respond. We have submitted the petition and we have those evidence in our hands. '

e

Further he inforned that, how many people belonging to Irukkanthurai village have
been given employment by stone quarry and how many people have been deducted for
{

provident fund and medical insurance..If you have a list, please tell me whether accident |

insurance is provided to the workers?
P /

He also Informed that a huge protest will be held in lrukkanthurai village soon to f

demand the stopping of quarries operating in Irukkanthurai village in association with all |

the parties. |

Therefore, he requested that no quarrying of any kind that could affect our |
livelihood should be done, not only in irukkanthurai area, but also in the Radhapuram
Taluk, no such quarrying should be allowed, and the license of the active quarries |

should be revoked. / | .

3. Mr. Isakimuthu. Member of Irukkanthurai Ward Panchayat, irukkanthurai

He informed that already 16 stone quarries are operating in our area and 4 stone '
quarries have been fined more than Rs 20 crores. But we don’t know whether they paid
the fine. We don’t want to go to that. Dust is spread while traveiling on the road. And i
when there is blasting, all the roofs of the house vibrate, and heart pain happens.
Officials should come to our village and stay for 10 days. So, that you will understand
whether we say true or false. I'm not here to talk about money. | have spoken about the
true state of people’s suffering. There is a situation where parents bring and Ieave:j ‘
children while sending them to school for the welfare of the children. it wasn’t like that;
when we were in school. Walking on the road today is not safe. They carry heavy loads f }
of 40 to 45 tons of stones. Also, the drivers drive with ear phones in their ears and listen
to songs. But they don’t see the children on the road. We are poor people, we only getg

food if we go to work. We can support our family only if we go to work every day.’

Though we gave many petitions, there was no result. We can ask the District Collectori

and officials only.

Also, he said that is Irukkanthurai panchayat only available for stone quarry? Is’

there no other place? They dig deep and they dig day and night. 200-300 vehicles are;
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going daily. Our panchayat is Séid to be the best panchayat. in what way our panchayat
is the best? We have been waiting for the past 6 months for the installation of street
lights by submitting a petition to the Member of the Legislature Assembly. But the
Electricity Board has not taken any acﬁon till date. Stone quarry is not going to make

any economic progress for us. We are affected by quarry. We are wandering to the

: hospital by.sickness. They conduct medical camp. But we don’t have any medical tests.

Quarry has repeatedly been granted permission in this area despite our repeated

| protests. So let the government take the appropriate decision on the people of our

region. We are going to die at once. After that you put stone quarry or whatever.

Because we and our children who die with us do not know what happens in our village
after our death. So a proper decision should be made for this. We come, and talk,. you
hold a meeting. How much protection is there? But do we have any protection? There is
no rule of law here. It will be the same no matter what government comes, so we will

continue to protest. Our policy is to protect the people, the government is there for that.

Further, the questioned that, how can you ignore our demands and conduct the

| public hearing in Radhapuram? We can only give letters, you have to decide that.‘what

for the meeting is held at Radhapuram? We are suffering in Irukkanthurai area.

He continued expressing that, after planting 50 flower plants, we wake up even

smali children at 5 am in the morning to pick the flowers. We can support our family only

if we pick flowers and sell them. But they are setting up a quarry next to it and affecting
| tour livelihood. Coconut trees and dairy cows are dying and affecting our livelihood. We

- 1are not talking-bad on the government, but the circumstance_s__made us to speak. How

many stone quarry permissions will you give in the panchayat? What rule is this, what
law is this? Tell me, why all this public hearing? We cannot bear all this. We are only
going to be born once and we are going to die only once. There is not much to be said .
about it, so we will fight for this stone quarry as long as we live. So don't give
permission to stone quarry. As per law, this hearing seems to be without merit as
already raised by someone.This hearing should be cancelled and no permission should

' be given for any quarry.




4. Mr. G.A. Woodlin, DMK Labour Association , Kooodankuiam:-

He said that in Tirunelveli district, about 5000 workers are being given employment ]

through Stone quarry. One friend says that death happens due to quarry. A cylinder |

|
explodes in the house and an accident occurs. While travelling in bus there is also an '
accident involving vehicles and loss of life. A man gets electrocuted and dies. So deaths :_

are happening in many ways. So it should not be said that accidents are caused by{:

quarrying. o

Also, he said that, People want employment. Earlier about 50000 people were
working in sand company. Today, that business was stopped. Also you have decided to
shut down this quarry industry. So let good things happen in this area thrc;ugh quarries. |
This will increase erﬁployment opportunities for the youth. So your economy will grow so
that open this quarry and let Radhapuram block be developed. Therefore, if a quarry is 1
set up in this area, the price of gravell and jellies will come down. Therefore: he?

requested not to ban the quarry. A

5. Mr. Selvakumar, Kumbalamedu:-

He informed that Radhapuram Taluk is not a drought Taluk. Drought is created. |

Ever since stone quarry came to our region, they have been creating drought. Onily a |
certain part of the village in Radhapuram Taluk is declared as a drought area. Among
them, Irukkanthurai, Kudankulam, Chidambarapuram, Radhapuram, a part of ';
Vadakankulam, Veppilankulam, Thanakarkulam are such areas. The area where stone

quarry is situated is drought. They bring stone quarry to that place, artificially creating ' |

drought and deceiving our people. g

He also informed that 20-30 years ago there was a time when drinking water was
dug by hand from the Hanuman River which runs along the village of Irukanhurai. |
However, there is no water flow in the river since the quarry is located in this.area.Are |

we living in Ramanathapuram? We live in the foothills of the Western Ghats. Is there "
§e

any drought north of South Valliyur, is there any drought west of Kavalkinaru village? | ‘|

No. Drought was created especially in the area where stone quarry is located. Last year
due to the shutdown of the quarry industry, Hanuman river water reached tail end. But "

this year the water is prevented from coming. It is not visible to ordinary farmers.

-
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Radhapuram does not suffer from drought. Drought is created here. The water from 30

feet has gone up to 600 feet today. _

Further, he said that the administration has informed that there is no water current
in the rock. Then how does the'bore v\;réll get water? Only if there is a water current in
i the rock water will flow. They reported that they will store rainwater in stone quarry and
| use it for quarry use. They set up a stone quarry in this area because there is no rain.So
what do quarries do for water? Will you bring water from the neighbouring state. Every
action has an opposite. Does anyone know how much agriculture has declined in this

area? 40 boxes of tomatoes were sent if one acre was cultivated. But today we could
not send even 20 boxes of tomatoes. Should a quarry be erected in this area for a
| single person? If the quarry owner could not live here, he will go and live somewhere
else. But is the public like that? Hence the livelihood of the public will be affected.
| People breathe not soil but stones. If you take bore soil and put it on plants, not a single
plant or tree will grow in them. The brownness of the grasses has decreased in the

| Irukkanthurai sector. These quarries converted 90 percent agriculture area into 10

percent. /

h

He also expressed that if one farmer is destroyed 50 people will perish. Drought
has been artificially created in Radhapuram area and everyone'’s agricultural lands have
been| taken away. Earlier, when drilling a borehole or a well, they used 10-foot
| compressors, so there is no harm. But today they are moving in a 40-foot by 50-foot
|and use explosives. So how deep the land will be affected? So the water flow will
‘| change its direction. When the good water level in the river and pond decreased, that
|day salt water;'started coming in the deep well. Agriculture declined due to intrusion of
| salt water. The whole reason for this is these quarries. If the water in the river reaches
i | 10 feet, the water in the well should be within 5 feet. Then the well will be full. If there is
i 10 feet of water in the river then how can you make a 40 meter deep stone quarry. So
' | the owners don't like bringing water into the river. _So instead of fighting for stopping the
quarry, fight for water, then stone quarry will be reduced automatically. Because it
would not be cheap to drain the water and activate .the quarry. The quarries are the

reason why the ground water level reached 700 feet from 10 or 20 feet.




Further he said that consequence of the quarrying was the decline in agriculture.

People who used to cultivate 100 acres today cannot cultivate even 10 acres. While the |

flying road is going, there are jumping roads in this area. How many accidents happen .'f

because of it. Should the owners of stone quarrying in stone quarry lay a road if the |

road is damaged? Fatalities are caused by overloaded vehicles. Tap the plants in the |

farmlands and know how much dust is deposited on them. It becomes difficult for the

plant to get the oxygen it needs to grow. He said the stone quarry destroys the 5

livelihood of the public and bringing fresh water can prevent the establishment of stone

quarry. A

6. Mr. Mugilan, Co-ordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Committee.

He said that every word of him to be recorded in this hearing is not about the

aforementioned quarry is required or not ? If this quarry is operated the water will be

1

spoiled, the air will be spoiled, the soil will be spoiled, there will be too much noise, not

only human beings, but all the creatures around here will be affected, and there will be

problems in the socio-economic situation. They just put it in the power point

presentation about how we were going set right.

Based on what they said, will they fix it, can they fix it? That's what I'm going to
talk about. When seeking permission for a quarry, they apply to the District
Collector,give a report to the village administrative officer,give a report to the concerned
Tahsildhar, go to the Assistant Director (Mines), and after that they say they can set up -

a quarry in the above place and ask them to give a mining plan within 90 days. After |

that the mining plan is approved and then sent to the State Environmental Impact

Assessment Authority. After that, it is said that this consultation meeting is being '?

conducted only after the Terms of Reference (ToR) have been issued by the said

Authority and based on that, all studies have been done. But mining plan approval is |

air, biodiversity and all surveys of thé project have been done within the period of

December 2021 to February 2022. The mining plan itself has been sent for approval
only on 14.05.2022. But impact assessment has been studied before that. So this is

completely illegal. They wrap up this hearing with a false, bogus document.

o
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Also, he stated that in many places, permission is sought to set up a quarry in 10
acres to 20 acres. But the Tamil Nadu Impact Assessment Authority will grant
permission to stone quarry only in certain areas. Therefore, if such an assessment has
been made, this hearing itself has violated the rules. The law has been put into practice

i by some individuals. A

He s#id, quarry company from Gujarat has published 1338 pages on the Pollution
: Control Board website. Even in the last meeting it was insisted that a company from
| Gujarat should submit the evidence. And the project agent's statement that all the
stones quarried here will be taken to Koodankulam Nuclear Power Plant is completely
false. Because in the project report given by them,it is said that the mineral reserves will '

be fed to the reactor and the rest will be fed to nearby consumers. If so stated, it is not

for a nuclear reactor. It can be transported to Vizhinchiyam port in Kerala state.

Because building a harbour requires a lot of stones. Since 1992, the Kerala government

has not allowed any stone quarrying. Pl

Further, he stated that Creative consultant committed fraud not only in the
preparation of the report but also in the nature of the disclosure of the report. Next, no
matter how mucH we say about the impacts in this hearing, what the government will
take is Tamil Nadu Minor Concessions Rules, 1959. Section 36 of this Act provides that
no quarry shall be established in an area if there are approved housing plots or
approved houses or similar outbuildings within a distance of 300 meters from the outer
edge of the field where the quarry is constructed. Currently | have a village map of
Irukkanthurai village. Among them,_ the yellow sfriped area is about the existing quarry.
3 The area mar‘ked with circle is the house located in that are_a—._ There are houses within

300 meters away. There is a house at 155/2 to the north of S.F.No.160 where the 2nd

quarry is located. This is mentioned in the revenue documents. Next is the house and

plot at 159 below survey number 160, 161 and also in 159, houses are located. There
are houses on west of survey no 278 & 279. All these are given in the village map. How
to hold a consultation meeting when permission for quarrying should not be granted

even if there is only one house?
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He also said that in the past , the village administration officials issued various

false certificates. Those certificates has kept in practice even now. Documents cannot

be collected on that day. But not today. You can go to Google and retrieve documents

from the seat. Hence stop feeding the misinformation about the quarry and act on legal |

basis. - _ /

He also said that in the environmental impact assessment report, not only the
name of the other quarry, but also the mining license already given to the quarry, the !;
approval letters, were given earlier, the results of the study and the order issued by the
District Collector should all be included in the report. But this company name itself is not
mentioned as a quarry. The names of the two quarries within the radius of 500 meters
as reported by the Assistant Director (Mines) been not mentioned anywhere in the EIA |
report. All the details of quarry of Manikandan Paramasivam in Coimbatore district have

been uploaded on the website correctly. But the exact details about the quarry are not

mentioned here. Complete details should be uploaded. /

Further, he informed that a ceriificate from the T_irunelveli District Forest Officer is

attached to this Environmental Impact Assessment Report. But the area where this
quarry is situated is the adjacent forest area of Kanyakumari District. They said |
Kanyakumari sanctuary is located within twelve and half kilometre while showing the ||

picture. But the report did not mention it. Other sanctuaries located at greater distances |

are mentioned. But the sanctuaries next to it are not mentioned. Therefore, the details
of the sanctuaries are not given. Regarding the biodiversity, the World's most abundant
green sea turtle comes to lay eggs and hatch in this area. Normally, if there is an

explosion, all the goats and cows run away. But when blasting takes place in such

quarries, these sea turtles come to hatch are affected. So where is the Biodiversity 3,

Survey? In Figure 2-8 of the report, an odai is mentioned at a distance of 300 meters. :'

But the report says that the odai is 440 meters away. So report should have been |

&
prepared as per revenue department documents. But it is not mentioned here./

Further, he informed that as far as blasting is concerned, they said that they will

use only reed blasts here. But all the quarries are not using reed blasts but using-l

explosives against the law. If you look at the indent of all the quarries, you will know |

how much explosives the quarry owners have purchased and how much explosives |

e
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they have given to them. After putting wet support on the blast, placing sandbags,
tarpaulin, and laying lorry tyres on top of it, blasting to be done. But does this happen
anywhere? We request that the report is only on paper but it should be done in practice.

He continued expressing that on page number 168 of the book ‘Pollution Control
Board and You’, the company has promised to dispose of them at their Iown cost if any
| false infon;:ation is given anut the project. When the company asked for permission,
| they hid s;J"Imuch false information and suppressed the false news. And they have given
| the information that this quarry does not come in the seismic zone. But this same
| Radhapuram Taluk Koliankulam village has earthquake prone or not ? It is mentioned
| that no religious symbols, historical and arﬁheological structures have been found within
the 10 km distance. But here is the temple of Our Lady of Lourdes, Vijayapathi Temple
and Arthankarai pallivaasal. So there are historical monoments in this area. Hence false

information have been reported about this too. /

Further, he said that does stone quarry owners give PF to workers? Have they
| paid Insurance and Labour Insurance Scheme? The government provided financial
| assistance in the Adamaipithankulam incident. But it all depends on the quarry owners
' to do this. But they didn’t. They say that they will give 5 lakh rupees under social
economic contribution. If one km of road is damaged on the routes due to heavy
vehicles, one crore rupees is spent from the people’s taxes. How many roads are

affected by quarry trucks? /

Also, he said Limestone quarry in Panchal village was closed in 2012 following the
court because of the rule that no quarry should be set up within the distance of 5 kms
from Koodankulam Nuclear Power Plant. Based on that, all the quarries located in
Irukkanthurai village come within a radius of 5 km. So taking it all in a nutshell, everyone
knows what nuclear reactor damage looks like, not only Tamil Nadu but also Kerala will
be destroyed. | speak not for personal purpose. it aims to make the people of this land
and the future generations live heélthy and prosperous. And our request to the Tamil

Nadu government is to give permission to import foreign river sand. /

He said that this quarry should not be established, and no quarry is allowed to be

esfablished within 300 meters from the water body. So there is one water source

13




adjacent to survey no.261 in this project. This is indicated in the village map. Therefore, |
if the quarry has been given permission, it should be investigated immediately and |
appropriate action should be taken. Otherwise, the District administration will have to

respond to the court and the quarry will be stopped.

7. Mr. Ayyappan. Sanganeri. Irukkanthurai Panchayat:-

He said that My friend Mukhilan, who spoke in this meeting, raised some
genuine points which we welcome. We do not express any alternative opinion to his f
opinion. But with a map he said that there are houses in the survey numbers where the
quarry is located. | deny that. Because | belong to the same area as mentioned by him
there is no residence. The above area was sold in 1999 itself to an individual The area
was sold in bulk in 1999-2000. The area is being sold to another company Sushlan.
After that some people got the said place on lease. When selling the said land, every
farmer knows that stone quarry is going to be established in the said place, but may be
the farmers could have sold that land without knowing that stone quarry is going to be f
established. Some of the people who bought them, the people who sold the land, and
the people who have planted around are present in this meeting. Since 1999, no-';
agriculture has been done in the said areas. It is a false information that houses are

located in specific survey numbers. Farmers have sold their land due to high prices for |

their land. /

He also said that our area was a Gram Panchayat. Currently, due to the |
establishment of more quarries, more mineral resource funds are available and I
employment opportunities are also available. Our village has not had any accident due |
to stone quarry and our panchayat has got good quality road facility and drinking water
facility with the help of mineral resources fund. Our Panchayat has improved because of |

stone quarry . So he requested that this quarry should be set up in our area.

8. Mr. Ganesan, Koodankulam:- /

He said that construction of quarry in this area is a conspiracy plan of

Koodankulam Nuclear Power Plant. Therefore, when those who insist on setting up a

stone quarry in this project, and those who oppose the stone quarry should together




oppose this project,no stone quarry will be established in this area. Confirming that we
will not be able to live in the outlying areas, if such a quarry is established in this area,
we are going to gather the public on behalf of the Naam Tamilar party and go on a big
fast. He concluded the speech by sayiné that he has filed a petition in this regard. /

|9 Mr. Christopher, Union Secretary, Marxist Communist Party, Radhapuram.

o~

He said that the farmer fights with nature every day. A farmer who fights with

nature and gives the products to the village. Today we have to fight against corporate
| companies as well. It is only in our country that such events are happening, but not in
other country. At first, some friends spoke saying that this hearing shouid be postponed.
He spoke citihg the implementation of the project. Also, a Public Hearing meeting
should be held in Irukkanthurai village where the project is to be located, only then a

large number of local people will come and express their views.

/

Therefore, this public consultation meeting should be cancelled at present and
should be held on another day. Because of the establishment of stone quarry, there will

be more employment opportunities. You want to destroy our agriculture so that a
| northern people can come and live. A farmer can employ 10 people. But how many
| people can a quarry employ? L&T Company comes here for its business. He is coming
hareii to increase his profit so it is very wrong to ask for permission to the said company
citing Koodankulam. Not only that, more than 20 quarries are already functioning in the
| village of Irukkanthurai. At present permission has been granted for two new quarries. In
that case, shquld the people in Irukkanthurai be transferred to another place and the
whole .should Ee given to the quarry? Make people live in a comfortable place. Due to
the high winds in this area, the dust from the quarries affects the agricultural lands. It is
said that there will be no residences within 300 meters. But when the farmer is going
f home after growing banana saplings in the aréa where the quarry is located, who will be
responsible if the stones are b'lasted in the quarry and destroying the banana crop? Do
not come and destroy the farmers of this area. The accident took place in
Adamithipankulam. We heard people screaming for 7 days. Precious human lives are
lost. We can send rockets to mars but today man is still dying in mountain pits and mine

pits. Do we have any way to do that?
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Further, he informed that our argument is that we should not destroy the

agricuiture and establish a quarry in this area, so there is no need for stone quarry .The

road is very bad. No one knows where the holes will come and which places are flat.
You will be dispersed after holding public hearing, but after that, it is the public of this !

area who will suffer, so he requested to cancel this public hearing meeting and hold it

again in Irukkanthurai.

10 Mr. Subramaniam. Srirenganarayanapuram:-

He said that he have agricultural land in Irukkanthurai village. 30 years ago

there was Hanuman river near our village. There was a lot of river sand in it. There were
many coconut trees growing in them. But the government has given the lease for mining
the river sand ﬁvithout asking anyone’s opinion. Salt water intrusion due to mined of
huge quantity of sand in the river. Agricuiture has been destroyed due to intrusion of
saltwater.The livelihood of the people of this region is gone. Also, when a quarry is

established around the well, the water flow to the well is affected. The depth of the well |

in our area is only 60 feet but the depth of the quarry is up to 150 feet so the whole area

is like an island. ' -

He aiso said that the operation of the project is dependent on the Koodankulam |

nuclear power plant. But through Srirenganarayanapuram, where mineral resources are

transported to Kerala by a heavy vehicle for every two minutes. The nuclear power plant 5

can be filled all around with the stone taken at stone quarry. That much stone has been |

cut. Also quarrying causes dust pollution. 'Agricultural crops are affected. __-

Further, he said that 99 percent of the stones are transported to Kerala, only

one percent of the stones are transported fo the nuclear power plant. As mentioned in |

the plan, ali the minerals extracted from the said quarry will be transported to
Koodankulam Nuclear Power Station. But actually transported to Kerala. All foads are |
damaged, but it is reported that funds of Rs. 5 lakh have been allocated under the |

Corporate responsibility of the company. But can the damaged roads be repaired under |

their administration?
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11. Mr. Anand , koodankulam.

He said that If this stone quarry comes, we will get stones which is obtained
from other stone quarries at a lower price. The aforementioned company is going to
give the stones from its quarry to L&T Company which operates at Koodankulam
Nuclear Power Plant. Already L& T Company is getting stones from places like
Koodankﬁﬁﬁe\lm, Irukkanthurai, Thoothukudi and supplying to Koodankulam Nuclear
Power Plant. Therefore, when the stones are obtained directly from the abovel
_' company'’s quarry, the L&T company will stop the stones from other companies. When
that happens we will start getting stones from other quarries at lower prices. At present
| the stone which is available for Rs 4000 will automatically reach Rs 2000 and then the
price of stones and sand will automatically decrease. Also, about 15000 people are
working in the Koodankulam nuclear power plant where there will be employment
opportunities. If we surveyed, we could found that 4000 people in every village are

working depending on power plant. If the farmer is affected, he can earn at least 20000

i

f rupees through nuclear power plant. Many doesn’t}ow that companies grind gravel

E and sell it as M sand.

Further, he informed that in case of giving permission to quarry, proper water
facili’:ties should be provided to the local people. The amount allocated for soéiaf
economic fund allocation should be increased from Rs. 5 lakh to Rs. 25 lakh. Overhead
tank should be set up in every village. Similarly, a library should be set up and cement
roads should be converted into Paver Block Road. A few things that the government
cannot do can be carried out by private enterprise. As well as-employment opportunities
should be givén priority to local people. So, instead of giving empioyment to other
.. [people, the affected villagers should be given employment. Education facility for the

poor should be provided for as many years as the quarry is in operation. So all the

: public are requested to help for setting up this quarry.

12. Mr. Ramadurai, Chettikulam /

He said that when trying to set up this nuclear power plant , the government
said that the nuclear reactor will be built only after water is brought from the Pechiparai

dam in Kanyakumari District. But has water been brought from Pechiparai dam till date?
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It was reported that water will be supplied to nuclear reactors for drinking water and for |
agricultural use to farmers. But has Pechiparai water come from anywhere? If so, you l
can give permission to stone quarry. L&T company and other companies are seeking i
permission for this quarry with the single idea of providing stones for the need of nuclear :
power plant but instead of doing so they are transporting the stones to other states. i
They carry too much load in the vehicle that is transported in this way and the road |'|
infrastructure is not good. So the roads should be fixed first and the land owners around %
the stone quarry sites should be informed by letter. A letter should be sent stating the 1
survey numbers where the said quarry is to be located and asking whether the quarry I
can be set up in these survey numbers. This meeting works to divide the people and the
people should be heard in the place where the stone quarry is located. He asked fo first |
bring water from Pechiﬁarai dam and then it would be good if permission is given to the
proposed quarry. _ - :

13.Mrs. Amuda, Ponnarkulam, Irukkanthurai

She said that,now a fellow spoke. There is a quarry in our village. He said that |

there was no accident. Ask all passing trucks to pass through their village if there is no

accident. They said that there is a job opportunity available at Koodankulam Nuclear

Power Station for Rs.20000/-. Can anyone buy that rupee and starve? Can anyone ! T
starve if we don’'t farm? Public Hearing is ongoing here, but one vehicle per minute 1

o
takes soil at a distance of 1 km form here.What can be done. What is the point of |

conducting a public hearing? We are also coming to the meeting and giving our opinion. | |

No one supports us. When the school children are going to school, there is a lot of ,
traffic between 8.30 am and 10 am in the morning. There is a time when the childreni
must be safely return from school. There is a situation of fear when the children come‘: |
home from school in the evening. We need authorities to stop these trucks from coming"
for such a long time. Earlier only one or two trucks would ply. Now it is going: without'i
measure day and night. We couldn’t even ask if sand spill from any vehicle. Becauseé
they say that the vehicle is going to Kerala. People from Kerala buy our local stones.:’

They are exploiting mineral wealth in the name of M.sand. We need protection so that

our agriculture does not perish. So please don't open this stone quarry. No matter how

~
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much we say, the authorities do not listen. She said that these officials should listen to

the word of the public hearing.

14..Mr. Nithyanand, Koodankulam.

He said _that L&T company is doing stone extraction. They talked about providing
employment opportunities to many people. For almost many years this L&T company
has beenﬁf'!*oing construction work of NPCIL 1&2. Till now has anyone been offered a
| permanent job? All is the eye wash. My grandfather gave 7 acres of land to the above
| company. My father is old. They asked their grandson for a job. We went to the court.
| They said they could not provide work to grandson on the basis of legal heir. When they
first gave land, they said work for everyone. Now the L&T company has said that the
employment opportunities will increase and the income will increase. The L&T company
‘| has resplonded_ to the information sought under the Right to Information Act that it is
drawing water from Palkulam in Kanyakumari District for the construction of
Koodankulam. But | have video evidence on my mobile. They draw water from
Koodankulam 24 hours a day. Koodankulam is located low lying land surface.
Irukkanthurai village is on top. If we establish a quarry here, we drink salt water once in
10 days. When Inita spoke, she said that she stopped a quarry on the Idinthakarai. Due
| to these quarries, sea water has intruded into Koodankulam. whoever lay bore, only salt
_ wate::r comes. We don’t have ground water. There are already 14- quarries. | don’t know

how many more will come. Has anyone been offered permanent job by this L&T

company? /

He also said that the Kerala government has advised not to carry stones
between 5 am and 7 pm. But only Tamil Nadu TN74 lorries going to Villinchal port
should not be banned. Because port operations should not be affected. Does the L&T
, :company provide this guarantee? L&T company will give stones only for nuclear

reactor. Will they give a guarantee that they will not take Werala? They will not give.

Further, he informed that lorries banned in Kerala. But stone can be fransported
from Tamil Nadu. But can any of us break a hill and bring a load of stone from Kerala?
In Kanyakumari district, they give a notice that they strongly condemn the opening of

water in the Radhapuram canal. There the stone cannot be broken. From here the

s
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stone is transported daily. All the people from our village here are L&T company

contractors. They were told to come together by this company to pass a bill. .

15. Mr. L. Natarajan. DMK Branch Secretary . Sanganeri.

He conveyed his thankfulness tb everyone who has supported the stone quarry
launched by this L& T organization. T'hey have promised to provide more employment
opportunities to lrukkanthurai Panchayat through this quarry and the same will be
implemented. Everyone talked about getting water from here. It is already a dry land.
While speaking, friend Mughilan pointed out that there is a residence at that place. | |

have never seen that there was a residential area at that place. Please confirm which }

3t

residence is there in that survey number. The trucks are going. They said that they are !

taking soil. He said that he only takes stone for the construction of a company and does
[
not take it to his own house. The same is the case with L & T as it is going to the

Koodankulam nuclear power plant construction, so on behalf of DMK, he assured fu[l 1|
I

support for the commencement of this stone quarry.

16. Mrs. Saraswati , ,8" Ward Member. Irukkanthurai Panchayat, Putheri:-

She said that our panchayat has 18 quarries. 2 new quarries have been set up |

in our village and are working. It is near our agricultural land. So we could not do |

agriculture and our children could not go on the road. Going to school is difficult. So we
have come to give representation to cancel the stone quarry. Also stone quarry should
not come in Irukkanthurai Panchayat. You have to decide for yourself. She said that this

is affecting our agriculture. /

17. Mr. Sundaralingam, Farmer, Koodankulam

He said that | am a farmer and since 1987, 13 people have been protesting
against Koodankulam Nuclear Plant against land acquisition for Nuclear Powes=Plant. It
is like this in our village, anyone who goes to work as a labour will fight against the
farmer. The struggle is that if one bundle is harvested half a bundle to be given to him.
L&T asked us to take stone and they started the nuclear reactor plant against the? '
protest. We all fought against this plant. All our houses were shaken when they blasted I

the quarry. They said and supported it. L & T held a public hearing before this for the |

/




survey number 289. They take drinking water to the panchayat next to this. There is an
agricultural well. But you gave permission. We are working hard for Rs 500-600. Make it
through this stone quarry safe. | have given a petition to the District Collector and | have
given a petition to the Tahsildar and reﬁuested to study all these and please call all the
farmers for this meeting and the binami of quarry of L& T. Have you given relief to any
1 victim? Tbgy pay 10000 only for burial without compensation. It is reported that they are
taking stone to Kerala. Waste from Kerala is dumped in the northern part of our
panchayat. Smoke is released from this plant from 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm so that | cannot -
sleep at home, shortness of breath and illness and heart attack occurs and cancer

| oceurs. He asked for action to be taken to investigate this.

| 18. Mr. Justin. Parameswarapuram:- /

He said that | have come to make some comments on the argument of the need
| for quarry. L &T Company set foot in Koodankulam in 2004. Since then till date this

company has helped thousands of people to grow into good capable people and today
all the people of Nellai district are working here with a principle of employment for all. If
you take care of the mother and father , you will get a good income. They are running a
good household. This stone and sand can only be obtained fhrﬁugh this quarry. We
cannot do this. This quarry has to function permanently. The L&T Company should
, opergte this quarry. My son has completed his civil engg graduation and has a good job

(| in L&T with a salary of Rs 35000. Because of that company, the family is happy and

z

19. Mrs. Sagayalnitha, Naam tamilar party, Idinthakarai.

therefore he concluded that this quarry is needed.

She said that some people are saying that they want this stone quarry and
- | some people are saying that they don’t want it. This L&T Company is working with the

intention of filing a case against my relatives and blood relations. P

There was a quarry in.the village of Vijayapaathi. 7 am to 5.00 pm should be
closed. Then they detonated small explosives, Which we needed and stones is also

given. But it is not like that today, it is not for our household needs.lt is for Koodankulam

#
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Nuclear Reactor. When we say that we don’t want a nuclear reactor at Koodankuiam, |

am on record saying that we should not give stones to L&}through this quarry.

Also, she said that while Natarajan was speaking, he talked about the need for
L&T and employment opportunities. He came to me last week and said that we would
oppose L & T quarry. What is the kit given to him, she asked. | do not have any caste
religion, | speak of tamilian fond. It is not true if you say that educated youth get job
opportunities. If my brothers are given jobs in government offices, they wont stand
before L& T office. It is the government's fault for not giving them a job, so L & T tied my
hands and asked me to get a job.It is said that L & T is giving drinking water. if drinking
water is provided by L&T company, then why is there panchayat? If the road facility is

given by L&T Company, then why do Panchayat Councils exist? Why do we select
them? i

She also said that ward members, panchayat leaders and others are theré to |
take up the problems in our areas and apart from these, there are MLA’s and MP’s. |
Whether we want a nuclear reactor? Do you want a job in L&T she questioned. She

asked not to give permission to quarry and try to make my area got damaged. The rice | "

bought and ate that day is Rs.10 and today the rice | buy is 52 rupees. At what price will

my son buy and eat? My agriculture has become barren. There is no water to drink,
there is no road facility, 2021-trucks are coming in a row on the road, they are saying
that they will cover the trucks and run but not available. She said that 12 vehicles were
blocked for a day around 5 am and made a call to the local Tahsildar that | had blocked‘l
and the vehicle was not covered and overloaded. If it falls down, who will be affected., 5
Problems like of drinking water scarcity, road damage, will happen if permission is given;

for quarrying. Why couldn't the overloaded vehicle be stopped at 5 O clock in the 1

morning in front of the Taluk office without covering vehicle. She questioned that why
Tahsildar refuses to stop, who is stopping him from doing government work without

blocking the vehicles. She said they stopped quarry 3 KM away from Nuclear Reactof

during 4" December 2021 for which Sub-Collector was transferred. Also, there |s

guidelines that no permission shall be grant to the quarry within 10 Km of Nuclear

reactor.

m
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Further, she said that politicians and the officials are afraid and they today the
ruling party people handles the quarry. They have done nothing good for the people.
She said that Anand and Ayyappan said that there is no house in this place. She asked
that these survey numbers with map aré given by VAO and Tahsildar mentioning home
and well and they have to explain this. She also told that last public hearing meeting, 90
{ percent registered that they do not want quarry and 10 percent said they want the

quarry. Even so, this quarry is allowed and continues. | was thinking that they should
| not come in for the meeting and revealed her opinion is that this meeting should be held

bl

1in the Irukkanthurai.

She said if allowed to do so, she will hold a massive protest for 24 hours a day.

_' She said that it has been given in the regulation that 7.00 am to 5.00 pm is given for

quarrying work so that it should be taken into account. Therefore, she said that

' permission should not be given to L&T company to carry out quarrying in Irukkanthurai
|

village.

/

| 20. Mr. Sundaram — Radhapuram Taluk Farmers union.

He said that there’s bad deed lot going on in the name of Public hearing. It will be
r better if this meeting is held in Tirunelveli. Affected people are in Irukkanthurai
-{ Panchayat. 10 km apart public hearing meeting has been conducted by other people

as organised by company without the affected people. Who are these people who

wanted the stone quarry? Farmers? Someone said that these are the brokers who
" ls bought the Ia_nd and this area has been turned into a droughtl area. Sadly, the
| Radhapuram area is being turned into a-drought area. Th?; area is a rain shadow
region. All the water that comes here does not come here. Quarries work only when
| there is drought. Out of 54 stone quarries, 23 stone quarries are here. What fraud is it to
say that we are taking stone for Nuclear power plant to the people who are already
fighting that they don’t want a Nuclear power plant?. Only if the farmer puts his foot in
the mud, you can put your haﬁd in the rice. They exploit the mineral resources here,
take it to Kerala, Gujarat, and dump the chicken and beef waste here. Mineral resources
are’ exploited from here and t;:k?f to the neighbouring states, has there been a

consultation meeting to dump {Me waste from neighbouring states here? How many
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people reported it? So | consider the Public Hearing Meeting that can happen hereasa
meeting for an organization and people. Not all people are farmers. How can a person
who plots agricultural land be a farmer? The site of this stone quarry is to be located in
fifty acre panchaml land. The land given under the land ceiling. Public hearing meeting
will be held similarly in Vadakankulam on twelfth. There is 106 acres of Panchami land
there, it should be investigated as to who owns this place, house plots have been given

and people cannot settle there, all the places in stone quarry should be investigated.

All those who support the Atomic Power Plant and those who support the Stone
quarry are not farmers and not civilians. Those would be brokers. They said that there
was no accident here in stone quarry. My cousin died in an accident du;é to a stone
quarry vehicle, sO he said, he does not want stone quarry and ask the opinion of the

general public for all the events related to the environment.”

24. Mr. Poomalai, Putheri:-

He said that two new quarries have been set up in our area. | am asking the
authorities how many meters away from the agricultural land the quarries can be set up.
They say it is 71/2 meters, can you give a guarantee that they will not establish a quarry |
if it goes beyond that? But now stone is falling into my garden from the quarry of .
Kumaran belonging to Kudankulam which is 200 meters away from my land. Heavy
vehicles are not allowed fo the burrial ground road, but now vehicles are running 24

hours a day. In Putheri water catchment area, heavy vehicle passed through the middle |

pool. We informed all the relevant departments but they did not take any action. All the
work is done to encroach on the pond and destroy the agriculture. stones are falling in
banana Kuruthu, whether the quarry owner is responsible for this, it is caused by heavy
vehicles. My Children study in Thirukuthalam Memorial Middle School, Irukkanthural.:
We will walk ahd bring them everyday. Then what to do if stones fall from hea@
vehicles. If this situation happens to your children, our situation is the sar;e as your
s1tuat|on when i ride on two-wheelers, stones fall near my feet, how can | believe thaét
the stones will not fall on me? The officials who'do not see this, how many times have

we petitioned the district administration and protested in Putheri. Not a single offi C|al

/

who comes here to talk about it.
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| should register this opinion.

Conduct this public hearing meeting in the area of Irrukkanthurai. 10 km away in
Radhapuram area. | know how many people will protest if it happens in Irrukkanthurai
area. Last month the paddy crop was affected. Today the disease has started to attack

the banana. | am not the only one who eats 50 bags of paddy from an acre of land. | am

a farmer who feeds everyone. There are more than 20 houses built in 1992 in Putheri.

| Today they are drilled for quarry blasting and then the house will collapse and there wili

be loss of life. If | give you a petition it goes to chicken meals owners. Agriculture has

been completely destroyed and today even if we dig the rock of our well the spring has

i dried up. Should stone quarry come only by destroying agriculture? For what Such a

stone quarry. Where to our livelihood is destroyed. A quarry that works to destroy

i agriculture. He requested to cancel the license and there will definitely be a massive

| protest if more quarries come up, he said. /

'+ 22. Mr. Rajendran — Srirenganarayanapuram:-

He said that, he is a farmer working with twenty workers. He have been

| producing a large quantity of vegetables and in position to fix the rate of vegetables in
| Appta Market. My garden is surrounded by quarries on both sides. He informed that

.| two men will come to the place where people can work and we are going to blow it up

and everyone should evacuate. By the time they do blasting, I've lost an hour, twenty

peoﬁle's work. Please tell me what should | do. Shall | go out? My garden is just 300
; meters away from the quarry site for which permission granted. Should | leave the

| garden? Is this the respect you give to the farmers? If | do not produce, the price of

vegetables will increase. 400 rupees has come to the price, if four farmers like me don’t

| do farming, this will happen all the time. This corporate company L&T company is near

to my garden. | will not leave my garden when you are blasting. Whatever happens

there. Even if | die, | will stand in my garden with my family. He said that everyone

e

23. Mr. Velmurugan Ponnarkuigm:-

He said that, this quarry is 200 meters away from my garden. He said that
agribulture is affected here. Well, many people will get employment, he said. you get

employment. Will you get food to eat?
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Some said that when the land was given in 1999, it was known that the quarry
would come, which is untrue. My grandfather also has lands in the land given by this
farmer. The agricultural lands are now being destroyed as they are. if stone quarfy
comes here, the agricultural lands in our garden will be completely affected. They said
that they should look at employment. Will that company give those agricultural products
to the employee without doing Agriculture? Guarantee this, and this stone quarry can
be given. Roads in Irrukkanthurai Panchayat are very dilapidated and in poor condition.

| work as a teacher in private school.

As far as | know heavy vehicles are not allowed in rural areas. It has dimensions of how |

many tons. | have seen a lot of vehicles with heavy tonnage vehicles are being driven |

dangerously and there is no one to ask this. It is said that this will provide a lot of

employment. Your family will be affected just as my families are affected. But it is

completely dangerous for us and therefore we are requesting to cancel the license that

*a

can be given to stone quarry.

24. Mr. Kamaraj Bharatiya Janata Party Secretary,. Radhapuram.

He said that, on July 28, 2022, a public hearing meeting was held for this .:I

|

company at the same place and all the parties who knew that there was any opposition |
and support in that hearing meeting took a watered down decision and 99% protested.

But again at the same place that stone quarry is here. This company has set up stone

1

"
i

i

|

quarry at the place where Pon.Radhakrishnan had planned to set up Air port. When it is f

said to be development, it is development by set up a stone quarry.There are 54 stonei
quarry in our district. After reporting that these quarries should be properly investigatedg
and inspected, the High Court ruled that 19 quarries are not eligible to operate. After‘i

that they closed these 19 stone quarries but {ill date the authorities have not given the‘i -!

details of 19 stone quarries. /

[
Further, he said that the same company is holding a public hearing meeting to..
set up 3 stone quarry. What they are saying is that when most of the people protested in
the previous meeting and the stone quarry was held again, the meeting that could be

held here protested. All those who have spoken opposed to set up stone quarry wear |

_ I
black batch to show the protest against stone qWﬁicials know whether an accident |

|
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has occurred here or not. Everyone knows that not a single life can be saved in the

accident of Adaimithippankulam stone quarry in Nellai District.

He said that, don't push people to their deaths anymore by taking as an example
how they can be saved if another accident happens. Whether give it or don’t give up to
the new quarry, but we are affected by heavy véhicle traffic and we cannot go on walk
oron t\mﬁ;heelers. Officers turn aside when they see these vehicles. During the school
| hours we asked heavy vehicles to stop from 8 am to 9 am and 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm but
no action so far. People are recording many such complaints. If they register their

| opinion, they are completely affected. So no more quarries required in this area. He said

| that if quarry comes, BJP Party will oppose.

25. Mr. Annapandi,Srirenganarayanapuram. /

He said that he is doing farming. He spoke Iast meeting in this placé aﬁd
informed that it will affect the Irukkanthurai panchayat and now you have given me four
quarries near my garden. If we say don't give then you will give. If we say you give, can

you not give? Do you have negative thoughts in your mind? he asked. L

Further he told that rainfall is less in this region this year. Due to this, the ground
water level of this area has been affected and motors runs for 8 hours and 10 hours a
|day ét a depth of 70 feet. The depth of the well;is 60 feet to 70 feet. The depth of the
" ‘quarry is 150 feet to 200 feet. The heart is the center of our body. The well is the center
of Agriculture. The officials says that this mining department ndt under our control ,it
‘|goes to central government. If it is in Gentral Government control, are you a Central
Government (jﬁicer .Your positiﬁn was changed. In near my garden around 20 old
quarries are located. Now you have given me the stone quarry to say Kudankulam
iname. Next you asked for three quarries, so there is no quarry 100 feet away from the
 |side of the pond. They said that they will dump the soil near the quarry. in this way, they
accumulate the soil and thus the ground water is affec_ted. So much gravel has gone out
when the quarry is not running. Is the permission given for the Irukkanthurai area
quarrying to displace the people around Kudankulam? That doubt is overwhelming. This
areé has been declared unfit for habitation and this will be indicatéd by a sign or photo /

| land declared around 15 km as uninhabitable area. Because we declared protest in
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Putheri. Our in-charge got angry and blocked the road then this side of 10 taurus, five

taurus is coming up blocking the road and the in-charge is lying on the road. -

We know that you don’t want to teach us a lesson. A vehicle goes, only one life
goes, there is .no reporter, one farmer, one farmer is killed. There is an electric pole.
L&T company crué;lng the stone and they have brought the staff. Don't deceive us by
telling a lie and not telling a lie. You get the idea that the farmer will do some business
to survive. It has been reported in the press that the overloaded lorry was seized by the

people. We have fought against quarrying, but the press is reporting otherwise. b

They said 10 km, |-doubt it. It is 3 km from Putheri. They have encroached the

pond and laid a road, without our knowledge they have given more than 10 quarries.

They do blasting at night. This noise is heard in our village. Welfare scheme fund wili

give it to you or will you give it to the panchayat president? The panchayat president

has given permission, he bought it in his bag and why is this kind of activity, you said

that we will start the work of the station by bringing Pachiparai water.

He also said that the company has bought our place and is doing business and ||

has given employment to only 8 to10 people. We will not agree fo destroy our |

o |

agriculture. He said that he should take a good decision.

26. Mr. Sudarsan. Srirenganarayanapuram.

He said that he has his garden in Irukkanthurai. He is a contractor. By giving this
quarry to L& T company, our Livelihood should not be affected. Why do we get our;
livelinood through quarrying? L& T Company buying stone from Thoothukudi district for:l
their works. Due to non availability of materials my works afso affected. | have a garden |
near the quarry. In my garden the water level in the well has also not been decreased.é
Stone quarry Permission shall be given for NPCIL works only. This L&T Company c:lc.nesi

e ]
not transport stone to neighbouring states from here. Quarry permission be granted with!

the guarantee no to transport stone to neighbouring state but only for Nuclear Power:

Plant. /
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27. Mr. Manikandan, Kudankulam:-

He requested that not to decide not to do something once you have done it. We
| have to analyze what is good about \_it and take a decision. People say due to the
| formation of stone quarry damage occurred. | am going by vehicle. How many vehicles
{ get into an accident in front of me? We saw the news last week that train accident has
: happened*ls it possible to not go away? How much of our people are living in thatched
| houses. It should be seen whether stone is taken safely for people who can build
f houses without stone. He said that if we say no to mining, then how can the country
| progress, otherwise it should remain in the old style of that time, if we say anything else,
| agriculture will be destroyed. If you do agriculture, agriculture will be destroyed, if you
| don't do agriculture, all the cbconut husk and fish have dried up in the place where
agriculture took place. If there is no stone quarry the building can be constructed only
because the gathering takes place under the tree from the stone quarry. Everything
should be investigated and because one person takes it, all five people benefit, 10
people benefit in the crusher. How many masons of stone and mud. Workers should
see that they are benefited and don't talk about your personal opinions. Do you know
‘| how many households are unemployed? Fishermen only know how to catch fish,
masons only know how to build buildings. There is stone in this quarry, so it can be
| taken only in this area and should be taken under the rules. Driving during the day and
| night will not be a problem. He said that they are licensed and doing business. If the
{country wants to progress, stone quarry has to be operated. He said that only if

everyone should be good then our standard of living will rise.

' |28. Sudalaiandi, Sanganeri, Irunkkanthurai Part 2.

He said that It will be good if the public hearing meeting is held in our area and
' ithe people of our area will have a chance to participate. This feedback meeting cannot
be said to be a complete meeting. A considerable number of people from Sanganeri
area have participated. No one knows that there is a meeting going on here. All those
who have spoken before me have expressed my views. So thanks to them | came to
this meeting to oppose stone quarry. No one followed the rules in this stone quarry. In

Sanganeri, a year and a half ago. the pond overflowed and the cyal broke and the
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water went to Kudankulam. Even today, those roads are unpaved and potholed. The
reason is heavy vehicles. | am not against industries or development of the country.
Should this country progress by losing your livelihood and development? That is rhy
question. | am giving one acre of land to good quality company to environment friendly 4
company. Tell me how many people this quarry will provide employment in
Irukkanthurai area. He said he neither support nor.oppose stone quarry. The roads
around my garden are bumpy. Roads are affected due to movement of heavy vehicles.

He said that there are many violations in this quarry and livelihood is affected by this

quarry, so he opposes this quarry. /

29. Nr. Rajan — Democratic Youth Federation of India, Pattarkulam.

He said that, he has come for my need and | have received' a salary of one
thousand rupees. He said, food to eat, clothes to wear and shelter to stay are essential

|

for man is to survive. First source of food is agriculture. Due to stone quarry here,
agriculture is affected and farmers are affected. They intend to make the people wander
to the point where they cannot get food due to the impact of the farmer. stone quarry is
a visionary plan to subdue the consciousness of the people. In this panchayat, there is
agricultural land owned by the charity department near stone quarry. Ten years ago, Rs |
120 per acre was charged as lease. Now they are charging Rs 7000. Where is Rs 1207 ‘:
Where is 7000? Why are they taking Rs 7000 as lease from the farmers? If he sees 1 i
profit, who cultivates continuously will not go towards that land if he does not cultivate |
continuously. So, taxes are collected from the farmers early in the moming for the1
purpose of transporting stones to Kerala. They will help fulffilling our request. We keep;: ,
talking about quarries but the quarry work is still going on. The accident is ongoing. Is:

Nellai district a dark district? Electricity is produced in Kudanakulam here :
|

Also, he said that there are lots of wind mills. But even 20 farmers in g_]is dis’tricti |
are not provided electricity to farm on free land. They have solar panels to producez |
electricity. Electricity goes from this district to the other states and other districts. But the
poor farmers here are not supplied with electricity. So they farm with solar panels. Solar:;
power will run only at night, thus reducing agricultural production. Due to this the farme;

will lose. As a result, agricultural land becomes desert. Thus, stone and earth can be
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taken to other states. Kerala has a left front government so the stone could not be

broken. Ten days ago the Hon’ble Speaker registered in the Assembly that they should

take action against the anti-farming schemes. Therefore, none of them stand in support

of the people or in support of agriculture. District panchayat president and ward

councilors are all there and listen to our demand.

30.Thiruf§aikkiyappan, Democratic Youth Federation of India,Radhapuram.

He said that why everyone is putting forward the idea of needing a quarry
| because the cost of stone is high for us. Our livelihood will rise and we will get

employment and 500 rupees is given as salary in stone quarry. How many hours do you
| work if they pay you salary? A worker who works for eight hours gets a salary of 600
| fupees if he works for 12 to 14 hours. He said the capitalists exploit their labour and that
| is why they are not able to prog;ress. Hence the price hike. The stones sold for Rs 6000
| are sold for Rs 15000. Just because we are working in a quarry, Istones are sold at
| lower price. You are also going on the same road because there is a fish factory in
J Irrukkanthurai and you have to cover your nose. The road facility is available at the level

used by one vehicle. All the schools are on the road side and there is a lot of problem

for the students due to the vehicles running during the day time. Villagers of

Soochikulam protested that there are cracks in the houses and the hortichlture fields
are a{ﬁected. What'you need is new business, income for government, income for officer
jand this is where your activity is. Once this meeting is over, you can go on a two-
| wheeler and see the place where the quarry is being established and give permission
‘}and record whether people live in fear. A lot of people posted supportive comments
here. It is the opinion of the Radhapuram area people that should not be taken into

:_ account. . /

1 31. Mr. Ayyappan, Nam Tamilar Party, Kudankulam:-

He said that, No one is benefited as this quarry comes. They showed that they
1are planting trees on the screen. No one is benefiting by planting trees in Road side by

destroying the farmers. Our children are affected. When we go to take fish in the

(!

S .

imorning, dust emanates due to movement of heavy vehicles, so we have to put
i

Ieyedmps- at night. Eyedrops contain 50% chemical ingredients. The people of
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Koodankulam and Irukkanthurai will die within 40 years, so permission should not be
given to this quarry, if permission is given, we will fight under the leadership of our

brother Seeman.

32. Nr. Nesaraian,Kl.l_d_ankulam:-

He said that, Suzilan falsely registered the deed and bought another company |
through it to L&T as if to produce velgetab!es and distribute it to the poor people. Please |
investigate this. At that time, this land was given to the poor people and for grazing., but
it is frue that Suzilan was given the land for wind mills and they have to produce fruits |

and vegetables in it through drip irrigation system and give benefit to poor-people as per

agreement and he claimed that this registration is fake and the same to be concluded.

The copy of representations 18 nos received from the public in respect of the

project is enclosed.

At the end, the District Environmental Engineer, Tirunelveli has informed that all |

the views of the public is recorded and will be sent to Tamil Nadu Government State
Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority through TNPCB, Corporate Office,

Chennai and the meeting came to an end.

0
District Enyirbonmen ineer, Distric Revenue Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution €0ntrol Board, Tirunelveli.
Tirunelveli.
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