MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR_THE
PROPOSED ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY IN PATTA LAND OF M/S.
S. HEMPRASATH ROUGH STONE_AND GRAVAL QUARRY, S.F.NO. 170/2,
170/3, 170/4, 236/1B, 236/1C, 236/1D, 220/1A1 (PART), OVER AN EXTENT OF
4.88.0 HECTARES IN SIRUTHAMUR VILLAGE, UTHIRAMERUR TALUK,
KANCHEEPURAM DISTRICT ON 05.10.2023

Name of Project: Proposed rough stone and gravel quarry of M/s.
S. Hemprasath Rough Stone and Graval
Quarry, S.F.No. 170/2, 170/3, 170/4, 236/1B,
236/1C, 236/1D, 220/1A1 (part), over an extent
of 4.88.0 Hectares, Sirudhamur Village,
Uthiramerur Taluk, Kancheepuram District.

M/s. R. R. K. Mahal,
Venue: No.167- Thirumukoodal, Thirumukoodal —
Pinaiyur Road,
Uthiramerur Taluk,
Kanchipuram District.

Date and Time: 05.10.2023 at 10:30 A.M

Participants: 1. Mr.M.Narayanan,
Competent Authority / District Revenue Officer
(L.A), National Highway, Kanchipuram.

2. Er.K.Prakash,

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Sriperumbudur,

Kancheepuram District.

At the outset, the District Environment Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Sriperumbudur welcomed the District Revenue Officer, Kancheepuram
District, other Government Officials, Public and Social & Environmental activists for
therPuinc Hearing and informed that M/s. S. Hemprasath has proposed Rough
stone and gra\}el quarry at S.F.No. 170/2, 170/3, 17014, 236/1B, 236/1C, 236/1D,
220/1A1 (part), over an extent of 4.88.0 Hectares, Sirudhamur Village, Uthiramerur
Taluk, Kancheepuram District and have approached State Level Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority-TN seeking Environmental Clearance for the proposed
rough stone and gravel quarry in cluster. In this regard, SEIAA-TN has issued Terms
of Reference (TOR), subject'to one of the condition that Public Hearing shall be



conducted and address the concerns raised during the public hearing to SEIAA-TN.
Based on that, the public hearing was arranged today 05.10.2023 after getting
approval from the District Collector, Kancheepuram District and public notice has
been published as mandated in the newspaper namely “The New Indian Express”
(English) & “Dhinakaran (Tamil)” on 25.08.2023. Pamphlets also issued regarding
intimation of Public Hearing to the local villages. On behalf of project proponents, the
Project Consultant will make power point presentation about the said proposed
projects. After that the public present here can express their views, concerns and
questions if any by indicating their name and village name from where he /she
belongs to and the same will be recorded.

Project consultant Thiru. M. Vijay Prabu explained about the proposed Rough

stone and gravel quarry project through a power point presentation.

The views, concerns and questions of the public and the clarification from the

project proponent are detailed below.

S.No | Name and Village Comments and requests
1 Thiru.Sivakumar, | am forty-three years old. | have been
Arunkundram constantly observing the condition of the village

from day one to till today. In this village, the
ancestors were using the lake and pond. This
village is surrounded by hills. Uthiramerur area
is a famous tourist place, people from Chennai
come and visit Palar River Bridge. Earlier, l.ake
water was regularly used for farming and water
level was good. But nothing is right anymore.
Government of Tamil Nadu is continuously
allowing to operate quarries. Not even an
ambulance could come to our village if accident
occurred. Because of the operation of the quarry
here, sheep and cows could not be grazed,
agriculture could not be done and the water
resources have decreased. We also submitted
petitions several times to the District Collector,
but till no action has been taken. | have been

continuously voicing for forty years. Rulers are




changing but till now no action has been taken.
Eighty percent of the population has vacated the
Siruthamur Panchayat. It is now only 20 percent.
How we live with sheep and cows, the walls of
the house are cracking. Farming could not be
done, school children could not go to school on
time. Diseases like TB and Asthma occurs and
when you go to the hospital, the doctor tells that
you get such diseases because you are working
in the quarry. If this continues, our village will be
totally destroyed. Experts say that they do not
know when the earthquake will hit, it could
happen tomorrow or it could happen in half an
hour. We have given several petitions to the
Chief Minister in this regard. You have to save
this village. Do you want this Siruthamur
panchayat to be destroyed? We are
continuously submitting petition to the Pollution
Control Board. But no action has been taken. If
a school student dies after being hit by a lorry,
an ambulance could not come at that moment,
the bus facility not available in the night time.
We are opposing for the permission of quarries,
but if quarrying happens again and again, we
should leave the town like Sri Lankan refugees.
It is more dangerous than TB, asthma and
cancer.

| am driver of school bus. | cannot go to school
on time, nothing has happened yet. Earlier there
were so many palm trees in our village but now
there is not a single tree. | cannot go to Chennai
to work: | cannot raise a goat or a cow and
cannot do anything. | said many times that the
water sprinking was not carried out and not

laying cement roads. No action has been taken




till now. They keep on giving quarry permi@
again and again. If you go to the neighboring
village, it will be very nice. When we were
young, we used to graze goats and cows in
Pusa Hill, and we can get herbal products. So
please do not bring quarry to this area again |
am saying this on behalf of these people. If
there is no quarry, the people of the village will
be better off. So | request on behalf of our
village that our village does not need stone

quarry.

S.Santhakumar,

Arunkundram

Due to stone quarrying in our area, we ten or
twenty villages survive. So, we have no problem

getting quarry.

Thiru.Devandiran, Patta

At first, this meeting is not arranged at the
relevant place. The concerned people did not
come and the affected people did not come
here. They have kept this meeting at a distance
of 4 kilometers. They should hold meeting within
the village to ask the people about the effects. It
is not fair to change it here and hold it in another
village. Lorries should not be operated in the
nighttime. Quarries extracting stones from areas
other than the permitted area. The quarry
owners should be instructed to extract within the
permitted area. They continue to work through
the night; even now they are mining stones all
night at the quarry located near my house. They
are setting off explosives. They had previously
halted the blasting, but now they are using
explosives, resulting in cracks in nearby houses.
Quarries situated adjacent to houses must be
thoroughly examined, and appropriate measures

should be taken by the relevant authorities.

Thiru.Pandian.

The government and officials are spending




Thirumukudal

money on quarries instead of spending to the
public. Most of the farmers are illiterate. The
quarry owners have laid road to a height of 5
feet, so we can't do any agriculture. | have a
tractor but can't go on this road. So, we need to
have a separate road. Ten lorries went that day
but today fifteen hundred lorries are going and

that too many are gbing fast.

Thiru.C.Devaraj,
Arunkundram

For more than fifteen years they have destroyed
our entire village, and there is little left. Not only
this private quarry but also government quarries.
Leaving the remaining space for this stone
quarry people is like burying these people. By
paying thousands, five hundred and hundreds to
the people, the government allowing stone
quarry to operate, which is against the people.
The government should consider this. We are
prepared to go to court. Additionally, we are

actively mobilizing the community for protest.

Thiru.V.Manokaran,

Arunkundram

In the last public hearing meeting, the panchayat
council presidents and the panchayat council
members recorded the public grievances in their
views. All the water supply channels are being
removed. So, Our first request to the quarry
owners is to repair the water supply channel.
But they had not done. Roads are heavily
damaged. The students find difficult to go to
school. Government buses are not operated
here, causing inconvenience. We are not
against anyone. We said if people's livelihood is
okay, we will allow it. People are opposing for
using this road because it cannot withstand only
40 to 50 tons. If more than 100 tons of weight,
the road can't withstand. This has to be

changed.







robbery and evil acts are taking place at nigm
Even though the police department is doing
some good work, as | mentioned in the last
meeting we definitely need CCTV. Steps should
be taken to plant tree saplings on the vacant
and poramboke land, road damage should be
repaired and must obtain Panchayat approval
before permitting the quarry. We do not know
how the quarry is coming. We had submitted
petitions to the District Collector in this regard.
We requested to put barricades for the finished
quarries. Definitely it must be done. The cows
are falling inside the pit. No flow of eri water in
the water supply channel. We request you to fix

this issues.

10

Thiru.Kaviyarasu, Patta

Quarry has been here for twenty five years, why
quarry again? Students are unable to go to
school. There are so many quarries all around.
Again, if you give quarry for 10 years, then how
can we live? The meeting should be held in an

adjacent place and not outside.

11

Thiru.Manoharan, Patta

The roads were not good. My son goes fo
college by bike. Due to fast moving of lorries, he
used to be hit by mud and will come back home
unable to attend college. First people want
adequate road facility, but there is no road
facility. Children cannot walk alone on the
Arumbuliyur junction, there is no speed limit. All
parents go along with their children to school
and bring them back and no one can be sent
alone. No lorries should be allowed to operate
between eight and nine in the morning when
children go to school. What we need is common

road facility, we need livelihood. Everyone works

in the stone quarry, works as drivers and as




masons and no one works in agricultural farms.
There is no water canal facility. First fix all these
things and let the quarry come, that is our
decision. If a meeting is held in a village, no one

is informed and we do not even know that.

' Today all are drinking alcohol. Elder people

don't drink. 18-year-old boys are drinking and
not studying. They should study and have
educational facilities. Yesterday, the 5 students
were hit with mud by a truck on their way to
school. All the roads are potholed. Student’s

education is important.

12

Thiru.Srinivasan,

Arunkundram

Everyone knows that the quarries have been
operating here for past 15 years to 20 years. No
action has been taken. No one has got
benefitted in the surrounding 5 villages from
these quarries. We réquest that the lorries
should stop between 8AM to 10AM in the
morning while students going to school. There is
no road facility available and they said they will
spray water but that is not the case. Today many
families are surviving on the quarry. If quarries
are operating, put fencing around the quarry.
Stop operating the lorries during school going
hours from 8AM to 10AM and from 4PM in the
evening. They think that giving five hundred and
thousand is enough to the publics. Around 150
people from the northern state are working here.
You said we will give you jobs directly or
indirectly, but after graduation around ten people
aré unemployed in our town; give them jobs as
driver or operator based on their qualification.
Give education to ten students from our town. If

one person in a family gets a job and earns




fifteen thousand a month, their child will live, |
their family will live. We can't stop the quarry.

Give us jobs as we deserve.

Since no more public came forward to offer their views, District Environmental
Engineer concluded the public hearing meeting thanking the District Revenue
Officer, Kancheepuram District who presided the meeting and Officials, Public and
NGO’s and also informed to the public that the proceedings (audio and video
recording) of the meeting along with the hard copy of the minutes of the meeting will
be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA-TN),

Chennai.

The list of participants, audio and video recording, representation received on
stage during meeting in original with photographs of the Public Hearing meeting are

enclosed herewith. TN
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District En>% mental Engineer, Coriipetent Authority /
TNPCB, Sfipekumbudur, District Revenue Officer (L.A), /-
Kancheepuram District National Highway, Kancheepuram,

Kancheepuram District.
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