WMUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 04.10.2023 AT 11.00 AM AT
MIS.SAMUTHAYA KOODAM, UNION OFFICE (OP), VELAMPATTY (POST), DINDIGUL
ROAD, NATHAM TALUK, DINDIUGL DISTRICT WITH RESPECT TO THE PROJECT
OF M/S.A.GOVINDARAJAN ROUGH STONE QUARRY AT S.F.NO. 569/1(PART- 4)
GOVT. PORAMBOKE LAND, TO AN EXTENT OF 1.20.0 HECTARE,
NADUMANDALAM VILLAGE, NATHAM TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT.

Participants:
Thiruvalargal:
1. S.Kamalakkannan Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dindigul Revenue Division,
Dindigul.
2. P.Manimaran, District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul.
3. R.Udaya Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul.
4. P.Divya Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul.
5. Public 159 Nos(List enclosed)

The District Envirormental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul
welcomed Revenue Divisional officer and other officials all general public and project
proponents who have attended the public hearing for the proposed project of
M/s.A.Govindarajan Rough Stone Quarry, S.F.No. 569/1(Part-4) Govt. Poramboke land
of Nadumandalam Village, Natham Taluk, Dindigul District which is required to get
Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoEF & CC), Government of India,

Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer stated that the project
proponent will make a detailed presentation on the proposed project and requested the

public to express their views after completion of the presentation.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public and reply by
the project proponent will be recorded through videography and the same will be sent to

the State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority.



Then Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul welcomed all the officials and ree@-gst/
the project proponent to explain about their proposed project through power point

presentation and requested the public to obtain necessary clarification for their doubts.

After that, on behalf of the industry the Environmental Consultant of the project has
made detailed presentation on the project of M/s.A.Govindarajan Rough Stone Quarry to

the public along with Environmental Management Plan.
The views of the public attended Public hearing are detailed below:

People Comments,

1. Mr. Stalin (Social Activist), Nadumandalam Village.

He said that there are 7 quarries located in Natham Taluk and the quarry in
Nadumandalam village has been auctioned in 2021 and he said that it would not be
appropriate to held a public hearing meeting by TNPCB Officers, District Revenue Officer
after two and half years. He informed that public hearing must have been conducted
before starting the quarry and he also informed that the criteria mentioned has been
crossed and now it is not correct to say that there should not be a house within 200 meters
and a village should not be within 300 meters and also a road should not be within 400
meters. He said that when there is a decline in economic activities all over the world, the
economy of small and micro traders Will be affected, but in India it is not affected. He said
that Neither Ambani nor Adhani has come here to raise the flag, he also said that whether
itis Arumuga Sami or Ambani, stone is necessary for building a house and we also know
how much this stone is needed and whether it is a government building, private building or
road construction, stone is necessary in various ways. He said that when it is an essential
need today, the Government is planning the crises it may face. He also said that the quarry
owner has done a lot for the villages, roads and sanitation and through these mines, about
Rs. 3 crores worth of work is being done in fhe Pudhupatti Panchayat, which is a benefit
to the people, but the mine owners who are able to do it are suffering from mental and

financial stress. He said that stone is an urgent need, but now we see that there is no



t+~ stream leading to the southern side of the field which is to be 1.20.0 hectare out of 3.00
acres for Govindaraj Quarry at Karadiparai Hill, Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959
Section 36, 50 meter gap i.e. about 175 feet from the outer edge of the ;quarry. He said
that the government rule criteria clearly states that quarrying should be carried out at
intervals and this quarry cannot be given permission as per law. He also said that the
measurement from the central part of the field where this quarry is to be located, in Tamil
EIA Summary Report Page-11. He said that in section 36 of the Minor Mineral Concession
Rules 1959, the government rule clearly states that quarrying should be carried out only
from the outer edge of the quarry as this quarry is not in such a way which is illegal against
the rule and legal permission cannot be granted. He also said that even though the wrong
map for the quarry is attached, it is not the village map for this quarry, English EIA Detailed
Report Page-285 has prepared to prevent the truth and the village map has been wrongly
attached, which is illegal, he also said that there is the water body in 300 meters in the
south-eastern part of the field where the quarry is to be started. He also said that Itis
illegal to have no space, and even though there are many court orders mentioned to leave
a space of 300 meters, it was not done in this quarry. He also said that if the quarry is
mined 21 meters deep, 10 meters above the ground and 21 meters below the ground, all
the water from the pond in the 31 meter deep will enter to the quarry. He also said that
due to this quarry water table of this area will be completely affected, he also said that
permission for this quarry cannot be given according to rules, and if there is a violation of
the rule that no quarry should be set up within 500 meters radius of water bodies, overhead

water tanks, bridges, he said that permission should not be given to this quarry.

He also said that, in section 36 of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, it is
stated in the government rule that no quarry should be setup within a radius of 500 meters
if there are water intake points, irrigation stations and overhead tank and bridges,
permission should not be granted to this quarry since it does not comply with the rules.

The SEIAA Assessment Committee has given TOR clearance only on 23.06.2022, but the



base inspection monitoring period for this quarry has been stated as March 1, 2022 te- Mg -
31, 2022, but the State Environmental Impact Assessment Committee has said thl! it ial=,
illegal to carry out the inspection 80 days before granting TOR clearance, and seeking
permission for this quarry on 04.10.2023 . He said that in the attachment for the hearing
meeting held today, 35 types of documents have not been attached out of the 45 types
of documents that has to be attached and he said that there is no opportunity for the public
to know the complete detail. He also said that all the documents are although given to the
Department and the State Environmental Impact Assessment Committee, the public
consultation -meeting should be canceled since Vcomplete report is not given as the
attachment of the Environmental Impact Assessment report it was not placed in public.
He said that permission should not be given for this quarry. He also said that this area
comes under seismic zone he also said that the quarry is situated is under the low risk
zone, but in the nearby Dindigul Karur district, earthquakes up to 3.5 Richter and 1.5
Richter have already occurred last year in this area.He said that the revenue to the
government is one lakh crore rupees per year, the quarries should operate only from 7 am
to 5 pm, as per the Explosives Act, 1886, the rules for blasting only between 1 pm and 2
pm are not being followed anywhere, and reed blasting is to be done. Blasting in this
method is not followed anywhere he also said that, the fact is that no quarry that has
operated and is operating in this area follows this method of blasting, and for this, quarry
has been conducting this for many years he aslo said that this company is not an exception,
currently every quarry in Erode district has been ordered to hand over the reed blasting
receipt to TNPCB and it should be implemented in Madurai as well. Itis stated in the report
that seismic equipment will be used to observe the vibration during blasting, but due to
failure to do so in practice, various impacts have been caused. he also said that the stone
quarry that was already operating in the area caused various problems including cracks in
the houses, and whether there are s-tones showing the boundary of the wire fence that

should be erected when the quarry starts, and due to the fact that the wire fence was not




wr_-ter in the rivers, there is no sand and we have to pay twenty thousand to buy a unit of
sand, but they give M-sand for 3000 rupees or 3200 rupees and it is useful to the people,
and P-sand is also available at a low price and it is useful for people but if there are some
effects due to this it is true, he said thé't water is sprinkled on the road in the morning and
evening but the water disappears due to sun, he said that his friend owns a mine told him
that the Supreme Court ordered that river sand should not be taken, but the state
government has realized the need for sand and has established mines at 370 places. He
said that the government should provide sand for government projects, buildings and the
needs of individuals, but now a situation has arisen where only M-sand and P-sand can
be used instead of river sand. He said that 5 years ago if we want to take a loan from the
banks to run M-sand units, we have to gave a security of Rs. 5 crores to Rs. 7 crores. He
also said that there is no M sand there will not be any village roads, housing projects by
Government in villages. He said that due to mining activity they have felt a vibrations and
they informed local body social activist and press people and then the sound got reduced.
In general, as far as our village is concerned, there are 3 quarries around fhe village. The
Revenue from these quarries is helpful for drinking water, road and large-scale
constructions and also these quarries directly and indirectly provide employment to
hundreds of peoples, besides this, the people of this region get M-sand, P-sand at low
cost, previously the price of a taurus truck was Rs 15 lakhs. He said that today it is Rs 45
lakhs, the electricity bill has increased. He also said that the % inch gravel which was
given for Rs 2000/- is given for only Rs 2220/- now, and they are doing this well as a
service to the people. He also said that Revenue Divisional Officer and the District

Environmental Engineer should definitely give permission for this quarry.

2. Mr. Mahalingam, Pudupatti (Municipal Council Chairman).

He said that due to this quarry there is not problem to public, cattle’s and he said
that the quarrying is going on without any problem for the common people in the village.

He also said that the officers should control vehicular pollution in Kuttupatty — Sendurai



Road he also said that it is very difficult to see opposite vehicles which leads to callisic
of vehicles and cost many problems, He requested TNPCB officers to control the pollution

in Sendurai — Kuttupatty road.

3. Mr. Chellam, Velampatti.

He said that the Chairmen has already informed about how the nearby villagers
are affected by the dust coming out of from the quarry and the presentation has also
informed about the advantages and 'disadvantages of the operation of the quarry. The
economic development of Tamil Nadu depends on mineral resources, the development of
the country does not depend on the development of the individual, it depends on the small,
micro and middle class capitalists. He said that 20 years ago we can know the presence
of quarries only by the vibrations of explosions, but now if we go near to the quarry we

can see the operation of the quarry.

4, Mr. Selvaraj, Melur Taluk, Madurai District.

He said that According to Section 36 (1) of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
1959, there shall be no permanent constructions such as approved houses, plots
panchayat and DTCP approved houses, villages, temples etc. But in S.F.No.569/1 (Part-
4) Govt. Karadipara Hill, 3.00 Acres for Govindaraj Quarry there is house and house
surrounding an area of 1.20.0 Ha which is 540 meters south of the Quarry field. In the EIA
Report Tamil and EIA Summary Report Page-5 and also in English EIA Detailed Report
Page-285 though the village map has wrongly incorporated and houses are not shown
the houses are clearly visible in google map and he said that permission cannot be given
as there is house and house within 300 meter radius from outer edge of quarry and further
in Section 36 (1) of Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959, house, house plots Itis clearly
stated in the government rule criteria that the permanent constructions should leave a
distance of 300 meters about 1000 feet from the outer edge of the quarry, and this quarry

is not allowed to be legally permitted. He said that it is illegal to have a 50 meter gap in



eracted in the stone quarries, in April 2023, a college student in Gujiliamparai area of
Dindigul district and last year. On June 1, 5 women died in a closed quarry near
Tindivanam in Villupuram district and last month three boys drowned in a quarry in
Andhiyur Thavitpalayam in Erode district,It is said that it is given, but the authorities do not
actually take such action, and this company, which claims to have béen engaged in
quarrying for many years, has not put up a wire fence anywhere in the quarrying field and
no boundary stones have been erected, he also said that most of the quarries operating
near this quarry have not been fenced with wire fences and now the Chief Secretary of
Tamilnadu has ordered immediate wire fencing for all the operational and closed quarries
on 26.07.2023. He said that the rules should be implemented and the reality is that the
quarry has not set up any green belt and wire fence and the final closure plén of the quarry
are all on paper and are not in place. He said that no rights including E§I PF insurance
have been provided yet, if you visit the labor welfare office, all these facts wéill come to light,
and the Tamil Nadu government has given 25 lakhs compensation even to those who died
in the illegal quarrying accident in Nellai, Adaimadhipan pond. He also said that they have
not received any compensation He also said that the wind survey has mentioned that it is
continuously inspected for three months, but even after three months of inspection, the
details of the houses where electricity is taken and used are not given, and this should be
given in the future, because when electricity is used for the ventilation, the electricity bill of
the place where the electricity is taken for that inspection will have incfeased in those
particular months, when the actual inspection was done. He said that itis possible to know
and we inform them that the company which prepared this project report has cheated by
giving a fake laboratory report that it has conducted tests in the laboratories without taking
any tests and there are various pending complaint cases related to it he said that the
government is spending up to two lakh rupees to advertise the Quarry Consultation
Meeting in the English press in Tamil Nadu, and in the coming time, the information about

the consultalion meeting can be printed and pasted in villages within a radius of 10



kilometers by spending 2000 rupees He also said that the people will come to knoy. a
in all the village panchayats within 10 km radius affected by the quarry, as in the c;ase éf
corona vaccine advertisement, the information of opinion polls should be advertised on
loudspeakers in vehicles, last month 28.02.2023 Dindigul District, Madurai District, Melur
district, Kachirayanpatti Rajesh quarry, a few months before the sand quarry in
Ottanchatram circle Parparlaru dam, they had posted posters in all affected areas of 10
km radius for the consultation meeting, but now it is not done. he said that during the
presence of Sakayam IAS., notices were pasted in this way for various hearing meetings
and that should be done for all hearing meetings held here and in the futufe. He said that
in terms of socio-economic environment, there is only education and employment
opportunities, and people in the villages around 10 kilometers.He also requested that
before this quarry starts operating, a‘ complete study of the affected disease should be
given, and only then when the quarry is operational for five years, we will be able to know
the true condition of the health of all the people there, and also, as the quarry owners ~ave
stated in their affidavit, if they have knowingly or concealed false information in their report,
they will not be granted permission. He also said that the permission given to this quarry

should be canceled on that basis.

He also said that we are not against the setting up of quarries, but only against
illegal quarries. He said that , we all know that according to the order of Madras High Court
in Tirupur and Tirunelveli district, the quarries were inspected and reported that there are
hundreds of crores of malpractices He also said that everyone knows that a sanctioned
quarry at Palladam Kodangipalayam in Tirupur district was fined Rs. 10.40 crore for illegal
operation in one year, and because this quarry is running Rs. 5 lakhs will be giveh for CSR
and mineral fund, through which the needs of nearby schools and various villages will be
fulfilled, but now the government has imposed GST on even the rice we eat daily, and
various taxes including GST on every itern we use, we have been using GST up to 18%

even on hotel meals, we have never said anything about it anywhere, the quarry company,




\aj'}ose business is profitable, they are paying tax as if they are serving the people, but in
reality, the trucks operating in the quarry carry heavy stones, It is said that village roads
and city roads are affected in various ways due to loading, and for every 1 kilometer of
road that is affected, people's tax money is spent up to one crore rupees. In fact, people's
tax money is spent on quarries for various basic needs including drinking water, sewerage
and toilets. It is true that in the near future, all the links in English includingithe mining plan
in the complete environmental impact assessment report should be translzated into Tamil,
all the reports of AD Mines should be published in Tamil, and the agreeme:‘nt submitted by
the owner to the government should be given completely in Tamil, and the company
preparing the report should do this. It can be said that all the report makerfs are thinking in
Tamil and changing the language to English and they are from Tamil Nédu, if they are
unable to do that then there is a ministry called Tamil Development Depairtment in Tamil
Nadu and the government has allocated a hundred crores of funds for it. He also said that
as mentioned in the book published by the Pollution Control Board a% a_manual for
industrialists called Pollution Cont.rol Board and You, if the entreprenet!ijrknowingly or
concealing the wrong information in his report will not be given perrﬁission, even if
permission is granted, the entrepreneur should remove the project at his own expense, as
stated, the Environmental Impact Aséessment Report for this quarry contains countless
false information ,misrepresentation about the quarry, including the exploration work in

particular. 35 types of documents have not been attached after entering all the documents

this hearing should be conducted he also said that this hearing should be cancelled.

5. Mr.Tamilmugam, Natham, (Leadership Panther Party East District f’residen_tl

He said that it is an public opinion meeting held on behalf of the public for the
benefit of the public in order to get business prosperity for the industries going on in the
Natham area, and it is a complete order from the centrai government and polls are
conducted based on it It is said that this consultation meeting is conducted by the

government officials of the Pollution Control Board, and if the consultation meeting is held



before giving the permission, it may be the fault of the government. He said that n?nee“
for asking opinions, and if we want to stop this quarry, action should be taken agaiﬁst ail
the quarries operating in Melur block, and no harm has been caused by the quarries
operating in the Melur areas, thousands of people have died there, thousands of feet have
been mined, and the big things that have not happened there. He said that no crime has
taken place here, that 100 people have come at the request of the local panchayat
president, they are doing good to the people of the village, they are giving financial support
to common projects, and the money is collected from the quarry owners for the
kumbabhishekam held in the temples in Natham and surrounding villages, and you are
saying that quarrying should be banned, He said that as such in Melur there are not 1000
quarries in this area, there are only 3 to 4 quarries, the soil, stone and M-sand needed by
the people in these areas are available from the‘se quarries only, there is Panchayat
Council Chairman's land around this quarry, and there is an unmaintained stream 500m
away from it, He said that this consultation meeting is held only after the inspection of air,
dust and water, and no one has the authority to say that this meeting is wrong, and the
people of my area should say that they don't want this, but not the people from outside,
and it is possible if our people say that it is possible. He asked that in what way are the
workers affected in the quarry, Under what conditions are affected? He said that they know
that, what do the workers need? What is unnecessary? What do the general public need?
What is unnecessary? He said that if it is a town, we have to build a building, we have to
build a road, we have to build a canal, we have to buiid a house sewer, can we go and buy
stone and sand for all these, and if we do that, it will cost more. He said that if the quarry

is in their area they will meet their needs.

6. Mr.Prabhakaran, Chanarpatti (Veera Chinnampatti), Natham Legislative Assembly
Constituency former Secretary of Naam Thazilhar Party now Dindiqul East District

Secretary).

At present, Natham Legislative Assembly Constituency, Nadumandalam

village area, who is in charge of holding the people's opinion meeting regarding Kalquari,



te 3 pollution control board, the village common people of Nadumandala village, the elders
and the people of Natham area are present and ekpress their first-hand greetings. It will
be noted that there are both support and opposition in the ongoing meeting of the Pollution
Control Board, excessive quarries are operating in the Natham areas, and the pollution
control board should properly implement and reduce the nurnber of quarries without
increasing the number of quarries to eliminate the inconvenience caused to the people due
to the dust coming out of the quarries. He said that the mountains and natural resources
around their villages are a gift to them, and to protect them, we cannot create new natural
resources, and if the legal amendments violate the limits, it will affect us and our future
generations. Also, quarries are very useful for the people of our area for h?ousing, building
and government projects, but due to excessive quarries, everyone has said that the roads
from Sengurichchi to Kuttupatti have been affected and dust is spreading for the last 5
years. He also requested the Pollution Control Board not to grant permission for excessive
quarries in the area in the future and requested the people of the area to cqntrol excessive
quarries in the area. He concluded his speech by saying that there ére more good
educational institutions in the area, more job opportunities and more job opportunities
through the central government, and please emphasize that the naturalg resources and

rocky hills in the area cannot be regenerated, and they should fulfill their needs by keeping

the quarries that do not allow excessive quarrying in the future.

7. Mr. Raghuman, Pudupatti, Former Panchayat Council President.

He greeted RDO, pollution control board officer who is conducting the public
hearing and welcomed them .He said that when he was working as the panchayat council
president from 2011 to 2016, he heard a lot of explosions in Senkulam and Pudhupatti
area and when he called the quarry owners in this regard, , a Peace Committee was held
by Tahsildar and Engineer of Mineral Resources Department, and after that they did not
hear any sound of explosion and said that if the vehicles carrying soil and M-sand uses

tarpaulin, the dust will not spread.



8. Mr. Thanga Manikan, Madurai.

They said that they are not against quarrying, they are not against the
people and the workers, we have been holding protesﬁé in many places for the employment
of the people, and we have also given many petitions to the district head of the government
to set up employment related industries, and if this quarrying is done according to the minor
mineral rules of the government, It is said that proper profits will be made, and if the quarry
is not conducted according to the criteria, the people around a 10 km radius will be
seriously affected. He said that only few documents have been submitted and many
quarries have been hidden in the 10 types of documents that have been provided.
Similarly, many quarries have not submitted the correct documents and they should use
machines instead of human power to break the stone so that it can be used by the people.
Also. in the news, sand, stone and mineral resources, which should have been mined for
600 years, have now been mined in just 30 years, many buildings built during the king's
time are built with stones, and there is no history of rock breaking. He said that it should
be clearly pointed out that the hearing held by the Government and the Pollution Control
Board is wrong according to law, and _45 types of documents should have been attached,
but only 10 types of documents have been attached, so the hearing should be canceled

and the hearing should be held again.

9. Mr. Nagarajan, Senkulam

He said that this quarry is in my town and he has given away the farm land which
he has been using for 45 years for this quarry. He also said that there is no harm to
Pudupatti Panchayat public or live stocks due to this quarry, and requested the district

authorities to issue an order to operate this quarry.

10. Mr. Laxmanan, Pudupatti

He said that , If they want to talk about this project, they say that the quarry is

dug 55 feet deep, but there is a stream at 50 feet, which affects the stream, and there are



/* species of invisible species living there, there is a lot of biodiversity, 1.5 hectare of land
is claimed by the government as its own land. He requested that the land to be handed
over to the Tamil Nadu Forest Department. He also said that, accordiﬁg to the report
issued by UN in 2018, the global temperature is increasing, and due to this, a 10 celsius
climate change is currently occurring, and if the same situation continues, the temperature
will rise by 1.5 celsius in 2030, which.will cause a huge disaster. He said that the places
should be handed over to the Tamil Nadu Forest Department, and if it is handed over,

environmental damage will be prevented .

11. Mr. Joseph Selvaraj (Environment Pasarai Dindigul District) Panchampatti Athur

Constituency District Agriculture Advisory Committee Member, Distﬁict Agriculture

Advisory Committee Principal Member).

He said that after completing his college studies, he has been working in a
private sector for the past 5 years and has been fully engaged in organic farming. He said
that he is a principal member and the government is planning how to spend the funds

given by the government every three months on a democratic basis, how much funds

- '
should be atlocatéd for‘ 'drip irrigation and sprinklers and how much fdnds should be
allocated for tractors, similarly in the public opinion meeting held here on a democratic
basis. He said that all the citizens living under the Constitution of India for all living things,
for the protection of mineral resources, anyone can register their opinion c?n a democratic
basis, even though this is your village, we alsé belrong to this earth, so we also own this
earth, all living things in it belong to everyone, this stone, mountain, and the pollution
control board has done a study on water pollution and air pollution in the report,He
questioned the stone that is being quarried here an ordinary stone? Or granite stone? It
is not stated in the study, and when looking at the revenue base, it is stated in the report
that there is a revenue of one crore nineteen lakhs, why do we need to study the water,

land and air to extract the stone, the direction of the wind varies in the rocky area, it does

not rmean that the direction of the wind changes depending on the height of the mountain.



Even if there is a crater in the place, the direction of the wind that comes through-t wi™

vary, and he is telling the information that has been completely ecologically researched,

He also said that, the people who spoke before said that there is no harm to the
animals and trees, they have reduced the noise in the air by using modern explosives, they
should think about whether there are any other industries around their village apart from
these quarries, and if the rice milling machine is running near the house, the neighbors
close all the windows he questioned when all the nearby places are polluted by the small
flour milling machine, how can this quarry which is more than 3 acres of land not cause
pollution? He questioned how the roads can be repaired from the profit from a quarry, on
the basis of revenue, one crore nineteen lakhs, but the price of timber is Rs 2500, and he
also said that only two trucks should go in this area , and this would result in loss to the

Government.

Public hearing ended with a vote of thanks and singing of the National Anthem.

2 e

District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul Revenue Division,
Dindigul. Dindigul.
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