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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED CLUSTER
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRIES M/s GOMUKI BLUE METALS
QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.47.9 HA AT S.F. NOS: 238/2 PART, 239/1B,
239/2B, 240/2B PART, 241/1 PART, 241/2 PART, 241/3 PART, 241/4 PART,
PACHAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT, THIRU.
K.JAYAKUMAR ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT OF
1.62.5 HA AT S.F. NOS: 212/1A PART, 212/1B, 212/2A, 212/2B PART, 212/3A,
PACHAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT
COVERING OVERALL EXTENT OF 4.10.4 HA ON 12.08.2024 AT 11.00 A.M AT
M/S SUYA UTHAVI KULU KOOTAMAIPPU KATTIDAM, PACHAPALAYAM
PANCHAYAT, PERIYAQUILI, SULTANPET PANCHAYAT UNION , COIMBATORE
DISTRICT.

Name of the Project:

Proposed cluster Rough Stone and Gravel Quarries (2 Nos.) at Pachapalayam

Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District covering overall extent of 4.10.4 Ha.

1) M/s GOMUKI BLUE METALS QUARRY over an | Proposed Rough Stone & Gravel
extent of 2.47.9 Ha at S.F No. 238/2 Part, 239/1B, | quarry over an extent of 2.47.9 Ha.

239/2B, 240/2B Part‘, 241/1 Part, 241/2 Part, 241/3
Part, 241/4 Part, Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk,

Coimbatore District

2) Thiru. K.JAYAKUMAR ROUGH STONE AND | Proposed Rough Stone & Gravel
GRAVEL QUARRY over an extent of 1.62.5 Ha at | quarry over an extent of 1.62.5 Ha.

S.F. No. 212/1A Part, 212/1B, 212/2A, 212/2B Part,
212/3A, Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk,

Coimbatore District

Present:
1 | Tmt. B.Jeeva : Special District Revenue Officer,

(Land Acquisition and Management unit)

Coimbatore District |




Dr. R.Chandrasekaran : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Thiru. J.Sathesh : | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Thiru. M.Sheik Nawas : | EIA Consultant
M/s GEO Exploration and Mining Solutions,

Salem.

Public : 161 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)
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The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South welcomed the Special District Revenue Officer (Land Acquisition
and Management Unit) Coimbatore all general public and project proponents who
are attending the public hearing for the Proposed Rough Stone & Gravel Quarries
(2 Nos) at Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District covering overall
extent of 4.10.4 Ha namely 1) M/s GOMUKI BLUE METALS QUARRY over an
extent of 2.47.9 Ha at S.F No. 238/2 Part, 239/1B, 239/2B, 240/2B Part, 241/1 Part,
241/2 Part, 241/3 Part, 241/4 Part, Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore
District; 2) Thiru. K. JAYAKUMAR ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY over
an extent of 1.62.5 Ha at S.F. No. 212/1A Part, 212/1B, 212/2A, 212/2B Part,
212/3A, Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District; It is required to get
Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India for certain projects including
quarry after conducting Public Hearing. He added that the press release informing
the conducting of Public Hearing was published in “Dinathanthi” and “Deccan
Chronicle” dated 09.07.2024 and also pointed out the EIA report and Executive
summary are made available for public reference at respective Offices and
pamphlets have been distributed to public regarding the public hearing. He also
informed that the project consultant on behalf of project proponent would make a
presentation on the proposed project, after which the public can express their

views.




x The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the
public and reply by the project proponent will be recorded through videography/
Audio and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority of Tamilnadu.

Special District Revenue Officer (Land Acquisition and Management Unit),
Coimbatore District, has initiated the Public Hearing process and requested the
project consultant to explain about their proposed project through power point
presentation and requested the public to register views related to Environment.

Thereafter, Thiru.M.Sheik Nawas, EIA Consultant, M/s Geo Exploration
“and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamilnadu of the proposed project has made

presentation about the proposed project to the public along with Environmental

Management Plan.
Then, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Board, Coimbatore South has invited the public to express their views and
comments about the proposed Project. The views and suggestions of the public
are detailed below:
1. Mr.Rajagiri
My name is Rajagiri, from Periyakuiyli Village. | have been working in M/s Gomuki
Blue Metals for the last five years. We were working for three years without any
hindrance. For the last one and half years, the livelihood is being affected due to the
lack of mining lease. Therefore, our livelihood is also getting affected. If permission
was granted for the quarry, our livelihood will improve and we will live happily.
2. Mr.Karthik
My name is Karthik. | have been working in M/s Gomuki Crusher for the last four
years. For the last one and a half years, the livelihood is being affected due to the
lack of mining lease. He requested to grant license for the quarry.
3. Mr.Selvakumar
My name is Selvakumar. | am from Kunnathur. | have been working in M/s Gomuki
Blue Metals for the last two years. Our livelihood is being affected due to the lack of

rough stone. Therefore, | kindly request you to grant permission to the quarry and

improve our livelihood.



4. Mr.Mathiyazhagan
My name is Mathiyazhagan. | have been working at M/s Gomuki Blue Metals for the

last four years. Our stone crusher is not receiving rough stone properly for the last
one year. Therefore, if permission was granted to the quarry, it will be very useful for
our livelihood. | humbly request you to give permission to the quarry.

5. Mr.Rajeshprabhu

My name is Rajeshprabhu. | am working as a load operator. It is difficult to get job

regularly because there is no rough stone for the last two years. It would be good if
mining permission was granted to this quarry.

6. Mr.Balakrishnan

My name is Balakrishnan. M/s Gomuki Blue Metals was running well for three years.

For last two years, it has been running only two or three shifts a week. He said that it
would be good if the quarry was given permission.

7. Mr.Jiginesh '

My name is Jiginesh. | am from Kallakurichi District. | am working at M/s Gomuki
Blue Metals for the last three years. Our stone crusher has not received any rough
stone for the last one and ahalf years. Our work is solely dependent on the rough
stone quarry, it would be more helpful if the quarry was granted permission.

8. Mr.Vignesh

My name is Vignesh. | am from Trichy district. | am working in M/s Gomuki Blue
Metals. Since the company has not received any rough stone for the last one and
half years, | have not been able to get any work properly. If you give us license for
the quarry, it would be useful for us. Thank you.

9. Mr.Arivazhagan

My name is Arivazhagan. | am from Trichy district. | am working in M/s Gomuki Blue
Metals. Since the rough stone has not been received for the last one and half years,
our livelihood has been affected. It would be useful if license was granted to the
quarry.

10. Mr.Raja
My name is Raja. | am living in Chettipalayam. | have not been able to get any work

due to lack of raw material in crusher. Therefore, | request you to grant permission

for the quarry.



11. Mr.Ramesh
My name is Ramesh. | am from Krishnagiri district. The livelihood is affected due to
the lack of rough stone from the quarry. Therefore, | request you to grant permission

for the quarry.

12. Mr.Felix Raja
My name is Felix Raja. | am working in M/s Gomuki Blue Metals. My livelihood is

affected due to the lack of rough stone for the past one and half years. | request that
it would be beneficial for us if license was granted to the quarry.

13. Mr.Veeramani
My name is Veeramani. | am working in M/s Gomuki Blue Metals. Now there is no

job for all of us due to the shortage of rough stone. | request that if permission was
granted to the quarry, our livelihood would be better.

14. Mr.Govindan '

My name is Govindan. | am from Trichy District. | am working in M/s Gomuki
Crusher. The work in the crusher has been reduced for the past two years. | request
that it would be useful if license was granted to the quarry.

15. Mr.Karthik

My name is Karthik. | am from Sevandampatti, Trichy District. | have been working at
M/s Gomuki Crusher for the past five years. For the past two years, | am getting job
only two or three days in a week due to the lack of proper rough stone supply. |
request that it would be useful if a license was given'to the quarry.

16. Mr.Kaliyaraj

My name is Kaliyaraj. | am from Maraneri Village, Thanjavur District. The crusher is
not functioning properly due to lack of rough stone for the last three years. It would
be grateful if you could grant license to the quarry.

17 Mr.Parameswaran

My name is Parameswaran. | am living in Udumalaipettai, Tiruppur district. | am

working as a driver in M/s Gomuki crusher for the past three years. My livelihood is
being affected due to lack of rough stone. | am facing a lot of difficulties. We believe
that if permission is granted to the quarry, our difficulties will be reduced.

18. Mr.Jayakumar

My name is Jayakumar. | am living in Karacheri. | am doing truck business. At

present we are not getting rough stone properly. If you give license to the quarry, we



will get the rough stone without shortage. Now it is difficult to run the truck busin‘éss.
Thank you.

19. Ms.Uma Maheshwari

My name is Uma Maheshwari. | have been working in Jayakumar Company for the
last five years. | request you to help us by giving license for this stone quarry.

20. Mr.Venkatachalam

My name is Venkatachalam. | live in Pachapalayam village. | hope that by giving

license for this quarry, we will get employment for 2000-3000 people. It will be even
more than that. So | am requesting to grant license to the quarry.

21. Mr.Rajan

My name is Rajan. | have been working with Jayakumar for five years. If you give
license for the quarry, our livelihood will improve.

22. Mrs.Sangeetha

My name is Sangeetha and | am from Periyakuyili. People in this area depend on
crushers, lorries and rough stone mining for their livelihood. If you give license for
Jayakumar Company, the middle class people around them will benefit. So you can
give license to the quarry.

23. Mr.Vadivel

My name is Vadivel. | am from Dharmapuri District. | have been working with
Jayakumar for four years. Due to lack of rough stone, my livelihood is getting
affected and it is difficult for day to day life. | request that it would be good if license
was granted to quarry.

24, Mr.Vignesh

My name is Vignesh. | am from Tiruvannamalai district. | have been working with
Jayakumar for six years. Since the rough stone has not been available properly for
the past one and a half years, there is no job for us. If you grant him a license, it will
help all of us to get a work in quarry. Thank you.

25. Mr.Rasu

My name is Rasu. | am from Negamam. | am doing insurance business. Since the
quarry has not been operating for one and a half years, the number of vehicles
taking insurance is very low. Therefore, if license was granted to this stone quarry

our business will also be good.



26. Mr.Senthilnathan

My name is Senthilnathan. | am from Negamam. | own a tyre shop. There has been
less movement of vehicles in this area for the last two years. My tyre business was
also getting affected. If you help us by giving a license to the quarry, our business
will also be good. More people are relying on this quarry and their livelihood will also
be good. ' '

27. Mr.S.K.Satishkumar

My name is Satishkumar. | am living in this village. | am doing lorry business. | am
also dependent on the stone quarry that has been proposed now. | also have a
livelihood dependent on them. At the same time, the entire stone quarry that is
located in this village is having rules & regulations. It would be good if those rules
were followed by the quarry owners. Trees should be planted. | don’t know where the
trees have been planted. It would be nice if you listen carefully. | know the difficulty
to get a license for the rough stone quarry. But now they are giving licenses to the
quarry, hence our livelihood is better. It would be good if they follow the rules and
regulations after getting the licenses. The future of our children will be better. They
should plant trees properly. Some quarry owners did the school renovation last time.
Some quarry owners who got the licenses took some photos and left. Some quarry
owners have done it. | don’t know most of them are doing it. When | went to the
school in the morning and enquired, some people said they had not done it yet. The
school children are only getting affected. Quarry owners who promised to plaster the
walls did not do it. Similarly, those who said they will put borewells did not do it. They
said they would do it within five years of the license expiry. It would be good if they
do it what needed to be done on priority basis. ’They should do it for the school
where the children are studying. It would be good if they keep the quarrying area free
from pollution. Next, it would be good to maintain the roads they are laying. | did not
say not to give licenses. Give permission and instruct them to repair the road. The
roads they have laid are full of potholes. They did not repair them. Instruct the quarry
owners to repair the potholes. If they start the mining activity, the earth bund will be
higher. | am not saying to remove the entire earth bund. It would be better if the
height of the earth bund was reduced. Only two or three people living in this village
out of the thirty people who spoke in this public hearing. We have been living here
for 30 years. They work here and a lot of soil is deposited inside the house due to

the earth bund around the quarry. | did not say to remove the entire earth bund. | am
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saying to reduce the height. | have not come to ask this on my personal behaif":for
my house or for my personal benefit. | have come to speak on behalf of our villagers
here. There are quarry owners sitting around me here, they may create nuisance for
me. | do not care about that. | am only asking you as a request. | am not ordering to
do that. Please give license to quarry owners. We are also in the truck business. At
the same time, please tell them to follow all the laws properly. Thank you.

28. Mr.Nandakumar |

| am from Periyakuyili village. | spent my entire school and college days by working
part-time in this stone quarry. Almost 100 youths depend on this industry for their
livelihood. There is no objection for granting permission to Gomuki Blue Metal and
Jayakumar Quarry. At the same time on behalf of the public, we feel that if the
blasting method is to be done in 100 holes and blasted in small amount of explosives
instead of 150 or 200 holes at a time, there will be little disturbance to the public. As
for as tree plantation is concern, they have planted small tree saplings around the
quarry. It would be good if they increase the height of the saplings even more. We
know the organization involved in the tree plantation and we are ready to help in tree
plantation. There was no rain in this village panchayat six months ago, but there
were about 500 trees. Before laying the road, they used to pour five loads of water
every day so that the public would not be disturbed. At the same time, they stopped
it after laying the road, saying that there was no need for water. At that time, all the
trees were withered. No one thought about it. Those who poured 4000 liters, 7000
liters of water every day did not notice that the trees that were dying due to scarcity
of water. So many businesses are going on in this village. We pay taxes to
government. Crushers, stone quarry and many other businesses are going on. No
company has come forward to pour water for the trees. No body has thought that it is
our town, our people, our panchayat. In future it should not be like this. Do business
without disturbances, we are also ready to help. The public will not create any
problem to the crushers. At the same time, quarry owners should also operate it
without causing any inconvenience to the public. Avoid driving vehicles and
operating crushers at night, and drive during the day. That will reduce noise
pollution. We have been experiencing pollution for 20 years. Now we appreciate that
the shift basis working has been introduced. Do it properly. We are praying for it on
behalf of the public. Not only that, Gomuki Blue Metals is located on the road. But
there is no problem. So you can give license to it. At the same time, | request the
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G,"ﬂarry owners to be more careful when blasting explosives in quarry. The local
people know very well about the timings. They know who is staying and when they
will come out. They know when the milkman will come. The new comers do not
know. The owners should take care and appoint separate person for this and warn
all four sides half an hour in advance and then blast. Apart from this'the quarry
owners are helping the village and poor children. | am not saying that you should not
help the Lions Club located somewhere. If there are poor children who are living in
this village help them like paying their college fees on your own initiative. We should
not ask for this at all. However, we ask that it is okay, it would be good if four poor
children study from this village. We are getting benefit from natural resources. | pray
on behalf of the people in this. Otherwise, you are doing it for the temple. Start doing
the same for these people from this academic year. | request on behalf of these
people that someone take responsibility and do it. So grant permission to the quarry

owners and ask them do good for the people.

29. Mr.Jagatheesh

| am Jagétheesh. | am from Sulur. | am a lorry owner. Since the quarries have not
been functioning for the last two years, there is a shortage of all construction
materials. The prices of construction materials are high. If all the quarries are
functioning, we will provide the construction materials without any shortage to public.
We will also provide them at a slightly cheaper price. It will be useful for the public.
30. Mr.Thilagaraj

My name is Thilagaraj. | am living in Periyakuiyli. | request ybu to grant permission to

Jayakumar and Gomathi Blue Metal rough stone quarries.

31. Mr.Mugilan

The Coimbatore District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South is jointly conducting the public hearing for the Gomuki Blue Metal
Quarry which is to be set up in an area of 6 acres in S.F No. 238, 239, 240, 241, and
similarly for the Jayakumar Quarry to be setup in an area of about three and a half
acres in S.F No. 212/1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk,
Coimbatore District. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement and the Anti-lllegal Quarry Movement. | extend my greetings and best
wishes to the Chairman of the Public hearing meeting our esteemed District
Revenue Officer, the District Environmental Engineer who is leading the meeting, the

various departmental officials who are participating here, the police, the journalists,
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the public who have come here to express their views, the social activists, tﬁe
members of the Tamil Nadu Farmers' Protection Association, the quarry owners and
everyone who is participating in various ways. My name is Mugilan. | am the
coordinator of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement. | worked with
the esteemed Thiru Sagayam Investigation Team appointed by the Madras High
Court and the Delhi Supreme Court for a year when they were involved in the granite
quarry scams. | am currently living in Karur. This public hearing meeting is not like
the one in the past, even though there are countless quarries here. Now in 2018, the
National Green Tribunal directs to conduct the public hearing if total acres of quarry
exceeds 12.5 acres within 500 m radius, even if the individual quarry is %2 acre or 1
acre or 1% acre or 5 acres or quarries which are operating for three years. That is
why a public hearing meeting is being held for the Jayakumar quarry even if it is
three and a half acres, and for the Gomuki quarry even if it is six acres. The project
consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions company, who spoke before me at
this public hearing meeting, furnished some details about the projects. The operation
of this quarry will inevitably cause air pollution, noise pollution, soil pollution, and
water pollution. Not only this, but the biodiversity here, i.e. birds,‘ animals, small
creatures and all the plants here will be affected. Apart from that, the socio-economic
environment will be affected. This public hearing meeting is to ensure whether we
can implement the suggestions in this EIA report, (400-page document) or not. In
that regard, the first thing is about the sitting criteria, i.e. there should be no houses,
residential plots, approved houses, by Panchayat or DTCP, government buildings, or
any of these within a radius of 300 meters from the quarry site. Not only that, there
should not be an electric line within 50 meters. There should not be water bodies
within 50 meters. If it is a cart track 10 meters, if it is a tar road 50 meters should be
left between quarry and various other regulations have been given. The project
consultant has said in this that we are operating quarries without violating all those
regulations. For example, regarding the Gomuki quarry, in the page 4 of the Tamil
EIA draft report, they indicated that there is a residence 320 meters away. Even if
there is a village, if it is 320 meters away, the quarry can be legally established. But
we refer Google Maps. When we explore through Google Earth Pro it was only 280
meters. There is a village at 280 meters northeast from outer edge of the quarry.
This public hearing meeting cannot be held. It is in Google Maps. This is acceptable
on legal grounds. They have provided Google Maps for many things. There is a
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véﬁage at 280 meters away. Therefore, permission cannot be given to the Gomuki
quarry. The Gomuki stone quarry is proposed in 238/2 Part. However, there is a
house in the western direction adjacent to that quarry, as shown in the computer
map of the revenue department documents. The same is shown in the field map of
EIA draft report they have given. If you look at 71A, there is a house. Similarly, if you
look at the western part of the quarry, in S.F No. 237 there is the Palani Andavar
Temple. There is also a house. Both of these are shown in the documents. These
are registered in the revenue department document. Not only that, if you look at the
southern part of the quarry in S.F No. 177, there are also houses. It is shown in the
computer field map. Gomuki stone quarry is also located in the S.F No. 241. Next to
that, there is a house on the eastern side at S.F No. 242. Thus, according to thé
government documents there are houses. Many people may think about that,
Already there were many houses. Now the quarry owner themselves have bought
that houses and demolished them. At this time there was no houses as per field. Buf,
as per Survey Department and the Revenue Department statement through RTI, that
even if everything like houses shown in the UDR map, whether it is dilapidated or
collapsed, it will be interpreted as per the UDR map. According to the land
classification, whether it is a house, a house site or collapsed building, it will be
interpreted as per the UDR map. We have also obtained the law points through RTI.
They have hidden the presence of houses in so many places. All this will be known if
you provide a village map. So what they are doing is that they do not include a
vilage map. They include a topographic map. We request the respected District
administration to necessarily include a village map in all such EIA reports. Because it
is good if everyone knows the respective facts. | do not know who is going to run the
quarry. | have no personal issues with them. | have only come to talk about whether
it is legal or not. They have furnished village map for quarries that was operated
already. They have a village map for the quarry that has been operational. But for
the quarry that is currently operating and for the quarry that has requested
permission they have attached topographic map instead of a village map. Therefore,
| request the District administration to instruct the project consultant to provide a
village map in a clear manner in order public will know the facts. Similarly, Section
36(1) of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959 clearly states that there should
be no overhead water tanks and irrigation systems within a radius of 500 meters

from the quarry. There should be no irrigation systems constructed by local bodies,
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irrigation systems constructed by the central or state government, or irrigatién
systems constructed by organizations like the Water Supply and Drainage Board.
Here, there is a village at 250 meters. In the Village borewell and overhead tanks are
located. Then this is a violation of the rule. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules
state that there should not be any temporary workers quarters within 300 meters of
the quarry field. Those who spoke before me requested to use the explosives
properly. This is how the explosion took place in Adiyur and houses within a 3-
kilometer radius were severely damaged. Four people also died. The same thing
happened in Kodangipalayam stone quarry. As far as this quarry is concerned
Google Maps shows that there are temporary workers quarters within a 300-meter
radius. Therefore, this quarry cannot be given permission legally. Not only that, we
have taken these Google maps side by side. As far as the Gomuki quarry is
concerned, there are eight houses within a radius of 300 meters, 45 meters in the
north, 135 meters in the north-east, 205 meters in the north-west, 150 meters in the
west, 214 meters in the south-west, 266 meters in the south-west, and 291 meters in
the south. We are showing these pictures obtained from Google maps. There is a
village, temporary workers quarters, water tank, overhead tank and there are houses
around. Since the Gomuki quarry is in violation of the rules, permission should not be
given to this quarry on legal grounds. Even if permission is given, many permissions
which are given wrongly earlier are being cancelled. What we have are not secret
documents. Documents that is available in the public domain. It is not like in the past.
Today, any individual can take and see the documents. Quarry owners are also
cheating by giving fake document. Give the original report. Those who came here
with a false report and wasted their time and also wasted the times of those who
participated here. Therefore, we request that such a situation not be created. Since
there Gomuki quarry is not complying legally, we request that permission should not
be given to that quarry. Similarly, the Jayakumar quarry is located in S.F No. 212,
1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 3A, 3B. Regarding this Jayakumar quarry, in the field map taken on
the computer, there are two houses in field 3A, where the quarry is to be located.
Similarly, there is a Karuparayan temple within field 2B, where the quarry is to be
located. There are 2 houses within 100 meters of the quarry on the southern side.
Even if you look at the map of the Jayakumar quarry that the project consultant has
given, all the points | have mentioned are there and also in the revenue department

documents, in the A-registers, in the field maps and in the village maps. That is, the
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K‘aruparayan temple in 2B, the house in 3A, the house in 3B, are all in the
government documents attached in page number 211A. Not only that, there is
Thillaiyamman temple and a house in the field number 214/3B3 on the northern side
of field 214 where the quarry is located. Apart from that, there are 5 houses within a
radius of 300 meters around the quarry in field number 213. These 5 houses are
located in both fields 1A1 and 1B. Apart from that, there is a temple within 100
meters of field number 234. It is shown as a point in the revenue department
documents. The project consultant has said in their draft EIA Tamil summary report
of page no. 5, they have said that there is a residential village 320 meters on west. If
we take those pictures and examine them, there is a village in 280 meters within a
radius of 300 meters. It is all shown in the documents. We have taken such
documents as a topographic map. They are asking permission for the project by
saying that the village is located in 320 meters instead of 280 meters. There is a
village natham, there are approved houses, even though the house has collapsed as
per the revenue department documents, if you look at Google maps, the houses are
listed. There are temples such as Karupparayan Temple, Thillaiamman Temple
located within a radius of 100 meters from the place where the Jayakumar quarry is
to be located. If you look at Google Maps where the Jayakumar stone quarry to be
located, there are more than ten houses at 260 meters on the north, 236 meters on
the north-east, 230 meters on the north-east, 265 meters on the north-west, 132
meters on the west, 90 meters on the south-west, 324 meters on the south-east, 34
meters on the south-east, and 239 meters on the south-east. It is a" shown in the
Google Maps. We are going to submit it to the authorities. They have violated so
many rules and asked permission for this quarry. There should not be a
temporary/permanent residence of the worker within 300 meters around this quarry.
But within this 300-meter radius, the temporary/permanent residence of the workers
is within 1000 feet. Therefore, it is illegal. Apart from that, if you look at the
documents, almost every public hearing has to be held with 45 types of documents.
But so far, they have only 10 to 15 types of documents. They had all the documents
up to 1300 pages in the previous public hearing conducted in 2021 in the
Arasampalayam, Pachapalayam village. But, now many documents were not
included in this. Hence it was not possible to know the complete facts about this
quarry. They are giving everything. | do not know what problem in uploading it on the
website. We request the District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution
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Control Board to request the Member Secretary and Chairman, TNPCB and uploéd
all the documents that can be included in the EIA report which was submitted to
SEIAA. The entire contents of the EIA report were uploaded based on our request in
the past. The Environmental Impact Assessment Report was uploaded in Tamil on
the website after our efforts. We are requesting that all the documents should be
given in a transparent manner. This quarry is violating various rules. Not only that
when every quarry asks for permission they say that they will plant 200 trees per
acre. They say that they will plant 1200 trees per 6 acres for this quarry and 700
trees per 3 acres of quarry. This is only in paper, they have given a budget saying
that they are spending this much amount for this. They told that they are spending
this much on trees from our income. If we look around this Periyakuyili area, there
are about 100 quarries. All of them got permission 3 or 4 times. If all this is done
according to the rules, then there would be trees everywhere in this village. But,
there are no trees anywhere. Whereas the District administration has taken the
people's tax money and planted two and a half crore trees and done the work. The
quarry owners are earning crores of rupees in revenue. We are only asking that what
should be done according to the law that should be carried out. We are not asking
for concessions. We are asking for 200 trees per acre to be planted according to the
law. But in practice, it is not there. We are asking to put boundary stone as border
marker where quarrying is carried out and to plant trees and build a wire fence
around the quarry pit. They are asking for permission by saying that we are building
a wire fence around the quarry pit at a cost of Rs. 300 per meter. In the 7th month of
last year, Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary Thiru Shivdas Meena said that all the
operational and completed quarries should have wire fences and that it should be
completed by September. But in practice, it is not there. More than 15 people have
died in our Coimbatore District alone, falling in the quarry while taking a bath, and
more than 500 people have died in the entire Tamil Nadu. It is right for quarry
owners to earn income. But | don't know how it is right not to do what is required by
law. It needs to be monitored. Only if it becomes a news/case the officer will come to
know otherwise it will be hidden. The quarry owners have to dig 5-foot holes in the
quarry with a jackhammer and blast them with NONEL (ED) explosives every day
from 1 pm to 2 pm. The explosives should not be a single explosive. They have to
dig holes in a zigzag manner. It is serial blasting, that is, the sound of explosion will

be like firecrackers. The unit furnished the statement as above. But as the villagers
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say that it is not happening in practical. We said to use the NONEL explosives.
Because there is lot of danger involved usual explosives. Even now, there have been
many accidents in Adiyur and Coimbatore, leading to loss of life. The revenue
department and police department have to monitor it. All the relevant powers have
been given to them. From Sub-Inspector to Superintendent of Police, from Deputy
Tahsildar to Collector, they have said that action should be taken against those who
use explosives illegally as per the Explosives Act. However, it is not being
implemented. We demand that it should be implemented. There are hundreds of
quarries. People's lives should be safe. Not only that. As far as the road is
concerned, only 10 tons should be allowed in rural areas. It should not be above 10
tons. On other the national and state highways, 6-wheelers trucks can carry 18 tons,
10-wheelers trucks can carry 28 tons, 12-wheelers trucks can carry 36 tons, 14-
Wheelers trucks can carry 42 tons, and 16-wheelers trucks can carry 46 tons. This is
the order given by the Transport Commissioner. If you do not do so, a fine of Rs.
20,000 will be imposed. A fine of Rs. 2000 should be imposed for every next ton. Not
only that, the excess load should be unloaded. The wages for transportation should
also be paid by quarry. The license of that vehicle should be cancelled. The driver's
license should be cancelled. | am not saying all this, the Union Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari, has written a letter to everyone in the Supreme Court case to the
Transport Commissioner, the District Revenue Officer, and everyone. Based on that,
the Transport Commissioner of Tamil Nadu has issued an order on 26.07.2023. Not
only that, action should be taken againét this vehicle under Sections 113, 114, 194 of
the Motor Vehicles Act. Action should be taken under the TNPPTL Act for damaging
public propérty. A road which has life of 8 years is getting damaged in three months
due to excessive load. A 5-year-old child can bear the weight of cat but not the
elephant. They are carrying 24 tons in a six-wheeler on a road that is permitted to
carry 10 tons only. Tractor can carry 10 tons of Stone/M-Sand. They are violating the
rules. Therefore, appropriate action should be taken on this basis. Not only that they
have reported that they have conducted a study for 3 months. The project consultant
say that they have conducted a study of air, water, and soil at eight pléces from
March 2023 to May 2023. Only the authorities can ask the report of places, we
cannot. But they say that they conducted an air study, for 3 months without
interruption, and monitored the air 24 hours a day in all 8 places. The electricity for

the air study equipment could have been taken from some place like a house, a farm

15



house, a factory, etc. We ask in every meeting. Sir, if we took it at 8 places, whéqzre
did you take electricity for it? From which connection did you take it? Because the
power consumption will be more, the current bill has to be increased. If we ask them
they are not giving it. In that case, it is a fake report. Air pollution comes under the
responsibility of the Pollution Control Board. Please ask the project consultant and
ask them to inform the location of the air pollution study and ask them to show the
electricity bill for it. Ask them to provide the electricity bill for 3 months before the
study, 3 months during the study, and 3 months after the study. Because the Tamil
calendar month of Aadi is approaching soon. We cannot travel on the road. If we call
Board, they said there are 2000 companies and only 4 officials. How they can come?
So, we are telling you to assess it before a problem arises and what are the means
for doing so. As far as India is concerned, they have said that there is a possibility of
landslides in 147 pléces. They have identified Coimbatore District as one of the
place. We have only talked about landslides after the Wayanad problem. Six places
in Tamilnadu have been mentioned such as Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Theni, Dindigul,
Tenkasi, Nellai. Now there has been an earthquake in Madukkarai and Perur area.
Even the day before yesterday, there was an earthquake in Kangeyam. So if we are
not vigilant, we may built many houses at the risk of losing a community. | am not
saying. This was reported by ISRO. On that basis, when permission is given to a
quarry, is it legal, is it under the law, is so many quarries needed here, is the
production here going to Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh. We should consider
whether it is really needed for this soil. We are against artificial M-sand, river sand
and requesting to import river sand from other countries. In countries like Indonesia
and Malaysia, there is no sand mining because of the fear of earthquake and
tsunamis. There are people who can import it for 1000 rupees. We are asking that it
should be regularized. The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, when he was the Leader of
the Opposition in 2017, had already written this opinion on his Facebook page in
English and Tamil on November 22, 2017, after listening to our suggestions. We will
do something like that. We will extract stones only for essential needs. It is the duty
of Mugilan, you and the officials to protect this soil and protect and live with the
environment. We have to live in harmony with nature. We cannot live if we destroy
nature. Therefore, thanks for the opportunity and take action. According to the law,

permission cannot be given to both the Gomuki quarry and the Jayakumar quarry on
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lagal grounds. | would also like to inform you that even if they get permission in the
future, it will be stopped on legal grounds. Thank you.

32. Mr.Saravana Selvan

| would like to extend my greetings to the government officials and the public, my
name is Saravana Selvan. | am from Malumichampatti. | am a registered road
contractor with Tamilnadu Government. Apart from that, | am also a member of the
Coimbatore Road Contractors Association. | have also come here to record the
opinions of the association. Since the required amount of raw materials for laying
roads in Coimbatore is not available. We are in a situation to bring the raw materials
| from Udumalaipet and Kangeyam in Tiruppur District and lay the roads in
Coimbatore. When we bring them from outside the District, we have to pay huge
money for transportation, which causes a loss of money to the government. We also
| suffer a huge loss. The quarry that was operating earlier in Coimbatore District is not
operating and only 20 percent of quarry was operating. Due to this, there is a huge
shortage of raw materials, so | request on behalf of the association to give
permission to these quarries. Those who spoke before said that they took it from
Google maps, they took it from Google maps, now we know the story of a person in
Ooty who went down the road after taking guidance of Google Maps. We need to
examine the authenticity of the details taken from Google Maps. | can also take five
hundred page paper and talk for hours. What is the authentiéity of data what we are
talking about? All people has not reached exact destination with the guide of google
maps. Some people are talking for hours and | can also talk like that. | request you to
consider the authenticity of the information provided by others. On behalf of our
association, | request the price of construction materials should come down and also
the workers here should get jobs. Therefore, | humbly request you to give permission
to these two quarries, on my personal behalf and on behalf of our association. |
33. Mr.Senthil Kumar

I 'am Senthil Kumar. | am living in Periyakuyili. | am doing lorry and blue metal
business. We are not getting rough stone and are bringing it from outside the District.
This is affecting our livelihood. We only have to operate in one or two shifts a week,
and the workers are not getting proper wages. If permission was given to the local
quarries, we will also get rough stone properly. We can also pay the proper wages to

our workers. Thank you.
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34. Mr.Sathyamoorthy

| would like to express my warm greetings to the District Revenue Officer and the
District Environmental Engineer, Coimbatore South, who are chairing the public
hearing meeting. A public hearing meeting is being held here. This public hearing
meeting is being held regarding rough stone and gravel quarry. | am doing small
construction work for offices and houses. At present, due to the lack of rough stone,
it is very difficult to get Gravel, M-Sand, P-Sand which are obtained from it. The price
of the construction materials is very high because many quarries are not functioning
here and we have to bring them from outside District. We are discussing about small
quarrying pit. But those who spoke before have made an opinion. We should also
consider how many workers are involved in this. We can ask and study the
environmental impact. | request the authorities to pay attention to how much human
resources are affected by it. If you look at the people who are working in the quarry
or crusher, they are usually illiterate. They cannot work as a government official or
software engineer but they have to maintain their livelihood. How do they work and
earn income? We can give good education to our children, through income from
quarry. Apart from that, the government is also getting considerable revenue. So we
need to see how much workers are affected. The money earned by the workers from
the quarry is the source of the income for education of the youth in Tamil Nadu.
Therefore, it is also related to education. We are considering forest and biology. We
also need to see how much the livelihood of the people and the small families are
affected. If we take this quarry as the source, many industries like lorries, mechanics
workshop, petrol bunks are depending on it. Almost hundreds of people are directly
and thousands are indirectly dependent on this quarry. Therefore, only if you give
permission to the quarries, the livelihoods of dependent people will improve.
Otherwise, the livelihood of small families will be affected. | humbly request the
government to verify all the documents and givé permission to these quarries for our
livelihood.

35. Mr.Satheesh Kumar

My name is Satheesh Kumar. | am from Periyakuiyili. | own trucks. Now everyone

has expressed their opinion. Now my opinion is that if you look at a radius of about
10 kilometers here, they are dependent on the quarry and crusher activity. It is
necessary to give licenses to this quarry. The road contractor said that there is a
shortage of construction materials. That is also acceptable. The building contractor
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has also many problemAs. At present, construction materials are not coming from the
quarry. There is a possibility that the price may go up. If you look at who is affected
by this, it is the public. Giving licenses to the quarry is very necessary. But | will put
forward a few things. If you look at many quarries for which license were granted. In
future also, license will be given to more quarries. They have planted trees around
that quarry, it would be good if they inspect it at least once every six months to see
whether tree has grown or not. There is a lot of earth bund on the road from
Periyakuil to Chettipalayam. Trees should be placed near the earth bund or the
height of that earth bund should be reduced. I think it would be good if they built a
compound wall in the area within the boundary. Both Gomuki and Jayakumar Blue
Metals have earth bunds on the side of the road. | expect it would be good if they
built a compound wall around the earth bund in the area within the boundary. This
issue has been mentioned many times. Please do not prolong this issue further.
Many valuable trees should be grown. These things only were expected from quarry
owners. Just planting trees is not enough, it should be maintained properiy,
otherwise no one has any objection for giving permission to this quarry. | expect it
would be good if the trees are planted properly as per the government order.

36. Mr.Dinesh Kumar

My name is Dinesh Kumar. | have been living in this village for many years. There are
many people like me in this village. Many people are depending on this. Even if they are
from ordinary families (or) those who do this kind of quarry business are purely
depending on this quarry business. They have planted tree saplings. Not all tree

saplings become trees in six months or a year. There are thousands of tree saplings,
attention shall not be given for each tree. Six months to twelve months needed for
saplings to grow as tree. Quarry owners are monitoring the tree saplings and they have
been continuously taking care of it. Some trees grow, some trees do not grow. They
keep changing saplings. No tree can grow in six months. It takes time for tree to grow.
Some trees develop in a year. Some trees grow in five years. All the quarry owners are
maintaining it properly. Even if there are some shortcomings, the quarry owners will
address them. As he said, anyone can inspect it once in six months, the public can see
how much it has grown. We are also watching the roads. They are pouring water. All the
quarry owners are following the rules correctly. There may be a few lapses, but they afe
also correcting them. We are also correcting them as much as we can. We will not

disturb those who rent their houses for their own use near the quarries. If there is any
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disturbance, we will correct it. We are doing whatever help required for the qua‘i"%y
owners. In this regard, many businesses depend on the rough stone quarry. The
government also gets revenue from this quarry. The government is helping us. We are
also generating revenue for the government. You should give permission to these
quarries without any hesitation. If any lapses, we will correct it. There is no problem in
rectifying the lapses. We are monitoring all the quarries as much as we can. We will also
correct any shortfalls as soon as possible. We are doing business without any
disturbance to public. Whether it is Jayakumar quarry or Gomuki Quarry, ten people
work there, and their livelihood is depending on it. So please grant permission to this
quarry as soon as possible. We will do whatever we can help to the people. Thank you.
37. Mr.Shanthakumar

| would like to thank everyone who attended this public hearing. | am the Vice President

of the Pacchapalayam Panchayat Council. | am not saying that licenses should not be
given to quarrying. You should follow the government regulations and grant permission.
The quarry owners for which permission was granted are also asking for letters for
submission to TNPC Board. Please tell them to complete the work whatever they
planned to do in our panchayat and then move on to the next panchayat. If tree saplings
are not growing they can develop another one. You are going to do the work even after
granting permission. It would be good if the quarry owners follow that. We have all the
work. | request to you to instruct quarry owners to complete their work in our panchayat
and then go to the next panchayat. | raised this issue in the last meeting and also in the
previous meeting. Quarry owners are bringing the letter of recommendation to the same
school. | got information that you are denying to grant license to them. Please tell those

quarry owners to do works as per CER in that jurisdiction. Thank you.
Total nos of petitions received: 3 (Three)
Thiru.J.Sathesh, AEE delivered vote of thanks.

List of public attended the public hearing meeting along~with photographs and
CD/pen drive recorded with the entire proceedings of publ

herewith.
ez

lp
District Environmental Engineer Special District Revenue Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board (Land Acquisition and Management Unit)

Coimbatore South Coimbatore District
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