MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR THE UNIT
OF M/S.K.GNANASEKARAN ROUGH STONE AND EARTH QUARRY AT S.F.No.
2912, 29/3, 30/4, 30/9, 30/12 & 30/13, THOLLAMUR VILLAGE, VANUR TALUK,
VILLUPURAM DISTRICT ON 04.07.2023 AT MIS. DHANALAKSHMI MAHAL.

KARASANUR VILLAGE, VANUR TALUK, VILLUPURAM DISTRICT.

Present:
1. Tmt.M.Parameswari : District Revenue Officer,
Viluppuram District
2. Thiru.Er.M.Selvakumar : District Environmental Engineer
: Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Viluppuram

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution-'Control_Board,

Viluppuram.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Villupuram
has welcomed the District Revenue Officer, Government ofﬁmals Environmentalists
and the Public present. in the public hearing conducted on behalf of Tamilnadu
Pollution Control Board and also informed that the proposed project of Rough Stone
& Gravel Quarry owned by Thiru. K.Gnanasekaranto an extent of of 2.33.5 Ha at SF
Nos.29/2,29/3,30/4,30/9,30/12&30/13 of Thollamur Village, VanurTaluk, Villupuram
District  falls under the B1 Category and'Schedule 1A of Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) Notification No. S.0 1533 dated 14.09.2006 issued by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, therefore it is necessary to conduct
public hearing to obtain Environmental Clearance for the quarry prOJects from the
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA).

The public hearing meeting for M/s. K. Gnanasekaran Rough Stone and Earth
Quarry located at S.F.No. 29/2, 29/3, 30/4, 30/9, 30/12 & 30/13,Thollamur Village,
VanurTaluk, Villupuram Districtis being conducted based on EIA Notification dated:
14.09.2006 published by Ministry of Environment and Forest Climate Change New
Delhi.



Press release for this public hearing meeting was published in Daily Thanthi and The
New Indian Express newspapers dated on 03.06.2023with the approval of the
District Collector, Villupuram for conducting of public hearing meeting on 04.07.2023
at 11.00 PM.

In this regard, District Environmental Engineer, requested to express their views one
by one in a peaceful manner and also in writing.

Further District Environmental Engineer has requestedthe project consultant
to present the project details.

Technical Presentation, ECO Tech, Chennai

Project Consultant, ECO Lab, Chennai, has presented the details of the
project of M/s. Gnanasekaran Rough Stone and Earth Quarry through power point
presentation.

District Environmental Engineer,TNPCB,Viluppuram.

He has requested the public to inform their name and village before speaking
to express their suggestions, concerns and queries about this project and also
assured that their views will be recorded and forwarded to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority.

1.Mr. Elumalai, Thollamur Village
He informed that,

Firstly, by establishing this quarry , this would be hindrance for school going
students. He asked that officials has to inspect the road from main road to Thollamur
village. There is a possibility of accidentsoccur due to dust arising fromthe quarry
and crushers.

He also stated that, due to over load in the trucks bearing stone boulders/Jellyfrom
the quarry and stone crushers, accidents being happening from the spillage of
boulders/jelly on the road. Hence they have requested to stop over loading of
gravel,stone boulders-in the trucks. He stated that he has no objection to establish a
quarry in the area and also stated that quarry owners should be fulfilling the basic
requirement their demands.
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While travelling in the two wheelers, it is not visible to see the other vehicle coming in
front due to heavy dust pollution. The officials shall examine it and after asking the
opinions from the public and permission shall be given to establish the quarry after

fulfilling their demands.

District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB,Viluppuram.

It is informed that their demands will be registered.

2. Mr.Parthipan, 4" Ward Member, Thollamur

He informed that,

One person had been deceased one year before due to truck accident while
driving in two wheeler. This was happened that the truck driver was drunken and
carrying excess gravel. In this regard, people fromthollamur villagers had staged a
road blockade on the main road. The District Collector, Villupuram has came&
assured to solve the problem and also assured to fulfill our important demands. They
have not fulfilled those demands till date.

Around 100 to 150 students are studying in our village are walking to the school
since there is no transportation facilities in our village. Most students get affected
due to the stone crushers / tar plant located nearby the road. Those tar
plants/crushers were located less than 100 meters from the road ,thereby causing

health issue to the students and residents of our village

| am a physical education teacher. So far | have spent 7 lakh rupees for my
medical expenses due to kidney problem. Butour villagers are daily wage labourers.
Hon'ble Minister has opened a Sub-Health Centre in our village and same was

closed within a month.

There are many quarries are Thollamur village.He added that in the display it
has been stated that said they will plant 240 trees a year. But how many trees have
been planted from the permitted quarries. The TNPCB has iﬁstructed to control the
dust pollution by sprinkling the water. But they have not sprinkled water even for a
distance up to 100 meters. It will affect future generations. In this regard, they have

protested and lodged complaint to the Tahsildar. No action has been taken even



after one year.If this meeting could have been conducted in Thollamur village, it is
difficult to breath due to heavy dust pollution.

There are more than 1200 people residing in Thollamur village , out of which
only 30 people came to this meeting. The livelihood of our villagers are insecure. He
informed that he has no objection for permitting . The concern authorities have to
monitor whether they are functioning their unit as per the Government norms. More
number of quarries were being operating , he stated that as per the norms only two
trucks should be allowed in a quarry. Protective equipment should be provided to
those working inside the quarry. A ramp collapsed at a quarry today, but no one is
aware of this incident so it could not be assessed the damage of this incident. The
same shall be informed. The authorities have to monitor"whether quarry being
operated as per the condition stipulated and requested the officials to inspect. At
present most of the quarries were mining more than the approved quarﬁity.
Herequested the authorities to investigate 'and take action agginst the violators, since
mining more minerals causing héavy loss to the govemme_ht and need to prevent

casualties. School students and girls were affected due to this quarrying activity.

3.Mr. Kumaran, Thollamur Village
He informed that,

The quarry owners have blocked the stream flow leading to the lake and
overflow of the lake by dumping the soil and the same has to be rectified.

4.Mr. Elumalaiyan, Thollamur Village.

He informed that,

Permissions are being granted to various stone quatries, ‘in which some of
them are violating the Government norms. They are not blasting by using the
compressor instead they blast by digging 100 feet and 200 feet from bore wells
thereby causing damage to the residents located nearbylike the vibration causing
during earthquake. Even though by protesting this activity the quarry owners does
the same thing again.While carrying the gravel from the quarry , the spillage of the

gravels block the streams/odai in which water is not incoming into the lake.
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The quarry/stone crushers owners does not cover their truck with tarpaulin
while carrying gravel, powder, stone jelly thereby causing dust pollution. The
students couldnot see the upcoming vehicles due to heavy dust.Quarry owner has
not fixed the time to blast the quarry, mostly they blast during the school opening and
closing time without any intimation thereby causing poésibie of causualities
Moreover, the quarry owners abide the rules while obtaining the permission, but no
one is following the rules as mentioned in the permission.The quarry owners were
mining more than the p:ermitted quantity.. All these units should operate without
affecting the Environment.

He requested to blast during the specified time as mentioned in the
permission. They are dumping the soil at various places. There are many quarries in
their village in which the lorry is carrying the gravel and soil from quarry /crusher
along with mud on the road which dries and turned into a powder thereby causes
dust pollution so the people could not drive their vehicle on the: road-"due,\‘to'powder
dust and frequent accident happens. No officials were taking in this regard.

5.Tmt. Charulatha, ThollamurVillage .

She stated that,

Many people will get employment by giving permission to this quarry,As of
now a few quarries are closed, they will get employment through the upcoming
quarry. A W

Similarly, students of Thollamoor and Parangani Villageé are dependent on
Karasanur School. The school buildings are in a very bad condition and basic
facilities like Ilght fan are not proper in the school. The school IS running in very poor
conditions. She stated that the requirements of the school should be met through this
quarry. Many quarries are operating here. She said that the dust on the road can be
controlled by sprinkling the water on rotation basis and approval may be issued to
quarry after ensuring above said points and said that no objection for this upcoming

this quarry in our village.

Mr. S. Senthilarasan, Social Activist, Thollamur Village

He informed that,



This meeting is being held to get environmental clearance. He has no objection to
grant permission to the Gnanasekaranquarry but the quarry owner fulfill our

demands.

Many quarry owners were present in this meeting. No benefits have been
availed to this village from those quarry owners. Here quarries were operating for
long years ago and none of them have paid the business tax. Mostly they blast
duriﬁg the school opening and closing time without any intimation to the public.
There is a limit to carry the gravel in the truck per day, but they are not following and
carryingoverload thereby causing accidents. This has been placed before many
forum but so far the request has not been fulfilled. The white shirt would become
black while travelling along the road due to dust pollution.As per the norms of the
Government the quarries should be located 1 Km away from the village, whereas
many quarries, crusher and tar plant are located within half a kilometre radius from
our village. Many peoples have died from kidney failure due,_ to operation of the tar
plant, But no one talks about this, but I'm not afraid to say about this because | am
representing here on behalf of my villagers. Many people have died from kidney
failure due to explosives used for blasting in the quarries. No one has taken any- -
action on this. None of the quarry owners have benefited the public. While giving
permission to the quarries, | request to provide basic facilities to our village. As
displayed in the screén there is no basic facility provided in our village.. He
requested them to provide the basic facilities required for their village.

Also, insects like snakes and scorpions bite while going at night time. He requested
the project proponent to provide street lights in Thollomur village. Most of the

quarries have gone for deep mining and requested to provide basic facilities to our
village :

District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, Viluppuram.

Thanked all the public and NGOs who have participated in the public hearing
meeting,

Loy



Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the Daily Newspaper Tamil
& English) for notifying the public hearing meeting.

2. Copy of attendance sheet of the public hearing (Total pages 8 & 97 persons).
3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.
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D|str|ct Enwronmental Engineer, Dtstnct evenue Offi icer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Villupuram.

Villuppuram.
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