TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED CLUSTER
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRIES THIRU. S.A. GANESAN ROUGH
STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.76.5 HA AT S.F. NOS:
260/1A1, 260/1B1, 260/1C1 & 260/1D1, PACHAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR
TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT & TMT. S. MAHESHWARI ROUGH STONE
AND GRAVEL QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.61.5 HA AT S.F. NOS: 344/4,
344/6A & 344/6B1 , PACHAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE
DISTRICT COVERING OVERALL EXTENT OF 24.39.35 HA ON 18.04.2023 AT
12.30 P.M_AT M/S. SUYA UTHAVI KULU KOOTAMAIPPU KATTIDAM,
PACHAPALAYAM PANCHAYAT, PERIYAQUILI, SULTANPET PANCHAYAT
UNION , COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

Name of the Project:

Proposed cluster Rough Stone and Gravel Quarries (2 Nos.) at Pachapalayam
Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District covering overall extent of 24.39.35 Ha.

1) Thiru. S.A. Ganesan Rough Stone and Gravel | Proposed Rough Stone & Gravel
Quarry over an extent of 1.76.5 Ha at S.F. Nos: quarry over an extent of 1.76.5
260/1A1, 260/1B1, 260/1C1 & 260/1D1, Ha.

Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore

2) Tmt. S. Maheshwari Rough Stone and Gravel Proposed Rough Stone quarry
Quarry over an extent of 1.61.5 Ha at S.F. Nos: over an extent of 1.61.5 Ha.
344/4, 344/6A & 344/6B1 , Pachapalayam Village,
Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District




Present:

District Revenue Officer,
1 | Dr.S.Selvasurabi 1| (Stamps)
Coimbatore District

District Environmental Engineer,
2 | Dr. R. Chandrasekaran | Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.

Assistant Engineer,
3. | Thiru. J. Sathesh : | Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.

Project Proponent
4. | Thiru, S.A. Ganesan Thiru. S.A. Ganesan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry

Project Proponent

5. | Tmt. S. Maheshwari Tmt. S. Maheshwari Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry
EIA Consultant

6. | Thiru.M.Shaik Nawas : | M/s. GEO Exploration and Mining

Solutions, Salem.

7. | Public : 95 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)

e e e e e e e o

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South welcomed the District Revenue Officer (stamps) Coimbatore
all general public and project proponents who are attending the public hearing
for the Proposed Rough Stone & Gravel Quarries (2 Nos) at Myleripalayam Village,
Madukkarai Taluk, Coimbatore District covering overall extent of 24.39.5 Ha namely
1) Thiru. S.A. Ganesan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 1.76.5
Ha at S.F. Nos: 260/1A1, 260/1B1, 260/1C1 & 260/1D1, Pachapalayam Village,
Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District; 2) Tmt. S. Maheshwari Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry over an extent of 1.61.5 Ha at S.F. Nos: 344/4, 344/6A & 344/6B1 ,
Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District It is required to get




Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF &CC), Government of India for certain projects including
quarry after conducting Public Hearing. He added that the public notice informing
the conducting of Public Hearing was published in “Dinathathi” and “Indian
Express” dated 17.03.2023 and also pointed out the EIA report and Executive
summary are made available for public reference at respective Offices and
informed that the project consultant on behalf of project proponent would make a
presentation on the proposed project, after which the public can express their
views.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the
public and reply by the project proponent will be recorded through videography /
Audio and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority of Tamilnadu.

District Revenue Officer (Stamps), Coimbatore District, has initiated the
Public Hearing process and requested the project proponent to explain about
their proposed project through power point presentation about the Proposed
Project and requested the public to obtain necessary clarifications for their
doubts. Main aim of this meeting is to register the Public views related to
Environment.

Thereafter, Thiru.M.Shaik Nawas, EIA Consultant, M/s Geo Exploration
and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamilnadu of the proposed project has made
presentation about the proposed project to the public along with Environmental
Management Plan.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Coimbatore South has invited the public to express their views
and comments about the proposed Project. The views and suggestions of the
public’s are detailed below:



1. Mr. Vijayakumar, Periyakuyili

My name is Vijayakumar, | am from Periyakuyili. There is no problem for us and our
village public regarding the mining activity. Our livelihood depends on this quarry for
the last 30-35 years. There is no problem for us in issuing license to this quarry.

2. Mr. Thangaraj, Arasur

My name is Thangaraj, | am from Arasur village. We are doing this business for past
50 years. Stones from the quarry is not only used for construction activities but also
for making grinders and other woks. Many people's livelihood depends on quarry. If
license issued to this quarry it will be helpful for many people’s life. Issuance of
license to this quarry as soon as possible will be better.

3. Mr. Mayilsamy, Panappati

My name is Mayilsamy. | am from panappati village. | was working in this quarry 10
years ago. Currently I'm doing construction business. Stone quarries were
problematic in past. Now a days there is no issue regarding quarries. So, after
issuance of license to this quarry they will take care of the air pollution. In past,
blasting the rocks causes scattering of small stones in the neighbouring farm lands.
But now a days they have reduced the quantity of the explosives. So, the license
may be issued to the quarry. Also, they have told nothing should be located within
300m radius. If so, running a quarry will be difficult. For my construction business
stones are coming from the quarry. Without stones one can't lay roads. Even we
can't construct the building currently we are sitting in. So one can do the business
only if everyone adjust with each other. In the same time the farm lands nearby the
quarry should be protected from the problem arises from the quarry only
Government. WIill run the quarry, if there is a restriction of the quarry within 300m
from residences. If you issue license for the quarry in a correct manner, they will
follow the guidelines. The stones and jelly from the quarry will be useful for laying the
roads.

4. Mr. Thangavelu, Periyakuyili.

I am from Periyakuyili. | am doing agriculture business. My farm land is located
nearer to S. A. Ganeshan quarry. The quarry do not take action against to protect



the air pollution and environment from the day of commissioning. Also, the small
stones are scattering while blasting the rocks and falling on the cattle causing
injuries to them,

The vibration from blasting the rocks creates cracks in the walls of nearby houses. If
this is reported to the quarry management they reduce the number and.quantity of
explosives on the consecutive day. But on the very next day they are increasing the
quantity and number of explosives. They are using three compressors to blast the
explosives in a single shot. This is causing vibration in the surrounding land. My
house was built only 7 years ago but the cracks in the walls got developed. Further
the roof of my house is supported by steel angles. Once the angles removed the
walls of my will get collapsed. This issue was reported to the owner of the quarry
many times. But he has not taken any steps to control the issue. | request quarry
owner to stop the polluted air which is coming to my farm land while blasting. Further
the dust generated got deposited on cattle feeds such as tree and plants. This
affects the food intake of cattle. If we report about these issues to the management
of quarry they are scolding us in bad words and also threatening us. There is no use
in giving complaint to the President and councillor regarding the issue. There are two
more quarries located nearby my farmland. They are blasting the rocks without much
vibration. Why this quarry is not practicing.

District Environmental Engineer:

Your Opinion is recorded and action will be taken.

5. Mr. Thangavelu, Periyakuyili.

Instruct the Quarry owners about method of basting. Quarry owners are here.

District Environmental Engineer:

They will be called for the personal hearing. There is no use to discuss here. Our
field officers will inspect the premises and take action on the issue.

6. Mr. Anandh Kumar, Periyakuyili.

Greetings to All. I'm Ananth kumar from periyakuyilui. | have completed my
Instrumentation Control Engineering degree from CIT Engineering College. Currently



I'm doing transportation business. Due to inoperative conditions of quarries, lorries
are not in operation. It will be better if the license is issued to the quarry immediately.

7. Mr. Satheesh Kumar

Greetings to all. Already | have registered this opinion in past three Public hearing
meetings. Here already water is in over exploited condition. The quarry owners are
continuously portraying that they are giving ESI and PF benefits and medical
benefits to their employee as per the law. We have inspected 2-3 Districts. Employee
welfare offices didn’t have documents relevant to this. When we asked about this,
they are saying that they don't know about this and also said that the relevant
documents are kept with the respective quarry owners. See how many employees
are insured. If an accident occurs who will take the responsibility. Sometimes the
vehicles in the quarries were overturned and it causes injuries and death among the
drivers. Who is responsible for this kind of accidents. Quarry owners are telling they
are satisfying this kind of basic need but not implementing the same anywhere. They
are telling that they are following safety measures and they are talking insurance
policies for few employee, But those employee are badly affected, Also they are not
wearing the safety dresses. Many quarries are using hydraulic compressors to place
the explosives 500-100 feet below the ground level. This causes heavy vibrations.
I'm registering this point here and also | want that this will not happen in future.

Next, the permit tokens are still written in hands. We have to follow the new
technology. | am registering the point that M-sand and blue metal are transported
from Kinathukadavu to Kerala. Why the permit token should not be generated online,
since the profession creates revenue in crores. Making the permit token online is not
a problem for anyone. | am registering this as my very important opinion. Our current
year budget is 1.30 lakh crores. But the revenue generated from the minerals should
not goes to wrong hands. Now, many schemes are made online. We can track the
movement of materials. But in the mines department, still the permit tokens are
written in hand. When the permit token made online the nobody have any problem
and nobody can cheat someone. No alternative opinion in this. Blue metals are
required for each and every infrastructure. But make it sustainable.

If 1000 m3 are available only 33% of it should be quarried and remaining 66%
should be left for the future generation. They are not following these. They are not
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following the 5m bench. They are running vertically. In the plan, they will plant the
sapling on the bench. But they are not following the same. Somebody makes the
plan for them but and somebody is going to executing the plan. If people gets
affected who will take care of them. Revenue and disaster management department
should come only during problematic times. They should take action like providing
warning boards and take safety measures. All the action should follow the laws. The
law made in 1959 that states that there should not be any dwellings within 300m
from the quarry. We are following that law till date. Why they are not changing even
after several judgements are pronounced. In February 2019 DTCP changed the
distance to 500m. Again they change it to 300m. If the distance is 500m, many
quarries may not arise. The 300 m distance that was prescribed is a border line for
us.

Greenbelt is an important feature to be protected. It arrests the environmental
pollution. The trees in this region grow using the water in the upper plate. The native
trees won't grow using the water in the lower plate. So the water in the upper table
should be conserved. They are applying license for quarrying at the depth of 62m. If
the quarry carried to a depth of 62 m the water in the upper plates such as 5, 10, 15,
20, and 30 feet gets depleted. Also the roots of the big trees should get deep. Due to
the water depletion there will not be any trees. Geo force will cause the attraction of
water towards the pit. This fact won't be denied. How the water comes while
breaking the stones. This stone is not a single monolithic stone. Many stones are
built up with several layers, The water is present in between these layers. While
blasting these stone arrangement will deplete the ground water. This should be
stopped by correct methods. The quarry works should be executed by following the
exact rules. Otherwise the license should not be issued. Also the Tamilnadu
government is emphasizing to conserve water. Schemes like more crop per drop are
implemented to create awareness. If there is a overhead water tank within 500m of
this quarry, that should be considered. Continuous field inspections should be
carried out in the intervals of 3, 6, 12 months. The reports should also be scrutinized.
There are proper documents available in PCB and AD mines offices. The document
will be helpful when the problem arises. No one can be blamed. Officials will do the
works properly and nobody shall question them. They should work keeping the
wellness of everyone in the mind. The inspection was carried out between



21.03.2022 to 08.10.2022. They are saying that the field inspection has been carried
out between March and May. But as per the report air test was conducted on
06.06.2022 and water test was conducted on 12.10.2022. The copy of these reports
was attached in page 622A. Reports are furnished 2-3 months late.

What is the reliability of the report? How you are claiming that these tests were
conducted in the study period and why you are delaying those reports. Wind pattern
and Water quality changes as per the climate change. So we should keep these
aspects while taking the survey. As per the Environmental Protection Act 1986, this
public hearing is being conducted. The report should include all the industries.. The
TDS of the water is already 618. But the prescribed limit is 500. These are to be
considered and the permission to these quarries should granted as per the
guidelines. If they violate the rules, quarries should not be allowed. | am State
Secretary, Tamilnadu Farmers Welfare Association. Thank you for the opportunity.

8. Name:

Greetings. My native is Peiyakuyili, Pachapalayam village, Sulthanpet union,
Sulur Taluk. Greetings to The District collector. In our village the road between
Idumban Temple and Thegani was damaged due to the movement of Lorries. Large
numbers of Lorries were used in quarries to transport material and hence roads get
damaged. The potholes in the road are very dangerous. | request to carry repair
works in the roads.

9. Mugilan:

My name is Mugilan and | am the Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environment Protection
Movement. | welcome the respected District Revenue Officer, District Environmental
Engineer and all the local public who have participated here for the public hearing
meeting conducted for Ganesan Quarry located at SF No. 260 and Maheswari
quarry located at SF No.344, Pachapalayam village. | also welcome journalists,
people with social concerns, officials from various departments and those who have
come here from Andhra Pradesh. My greetings and best wishes to all. The Mineral
Concession Rules, 1959 have clearly defined that no quarry shall be constructed
within 300 meters from the habitations. Also, if a quarry is located at a distance of




500 meters from the place where water is taken or water is supplied, the quarry
should not be established there.

This is the rule, based On that rule if we see the village map of Ganesan quarry,
which is to be located in SF No. 260, depth of 60 meters, there are innumerable
houses around the quarry. Specifically, One house in SF No. 261, 262, 269, Two
houses in SF No. 257, 159, 259, 256,255,265 and four houses in SF No. 268. All this
is shown in the FMB that is shown by the company Also, we have taken the map
provided by the government in online. Ganesan Quarry is situated in the place where
all these houses are located. Therefore, this quarry should not be allowed under the
law. Some government officials have given no objection letter from the house owners
(NOC). But it has no legal back up and it is against the law. The Government Arts
College which was built at a cost of Rs.4 crores, located within 300 meters from the
Government quarry in Tirunelveli District was not in operation. So, from this, it is
clearly understood that the law will speak. In the past days, there was no awareness
but nowadays people are getting awareness through social media. Any person can
find everything in google. Government websites are open to all. In view of the above,
permission should not be given to the quarry because it violates all these rules.

If we see next, S. Maheswari quarry located at SF No. 344-6A-6B, has sought
permission to set up a quarry at a depth of 47 meters (160 feet) at that place. The
area of the quarry is given in the copy of map where this Maheshwari Quarry is
located. In village map house are not shown. Three houses located in SF No. 323,
two houses in SF No. 353, four houses in SF No. 352, One house in SF No. 262,
Arulmiku Chellandiyamman Temple is located in SF No. 366 and Muniappa tempe is
also located near the proposed quarry. There is village mathan in SF No. 344.

In the 300-500 meters boundary map provided by the Maheshwari quarry, there are
60-70 houses were located. In the report given by the company (page No.174(A), it
is shown that there are 100 houses. Then how public hearing could be conducted?.
All the authorities have examined this and it has come up for public hearing today
after passed by SEIAA. If you look at this map, you can see that there are so many
houses in the northwest part of this quarry. This is the certificate given by the
company and not prepared by Mugilan, then how can a licence be given to this

quarry.



Similarly within 500m radius, there are places where water is drawn. Then how we
can legally give a license to Maheshwari quarry. So many violations have been given
in the documents produced by them. The violations are ascertained from village map
adangal, field map and computerised map. So, permission should not be given to the
Maheshwari quarry.

| left a message while speaking in this meeting. One od.ai is located or a distance of
25-45m. Quarry shall be carried out 50m away from water sources. In the inspection
report it was shown. But, the quarries have not given any details on the existing
streams nearby. It is a major violation of the law and proper action should be taken
against those who are violating the law. The unit is located on the odai itself. But
odai has not shown is map. This is violation. Action should be taken against the
persons who furnished wrong details. Our aim is to keep all the public in well
condition. This is true. Our concern is that, 20 days before 3.3 richter of earthquake
has been observed in Ottanchatram, if it is above 4 richter, houses will get collapsed
some people say we are un aware, since we are coming from for away. But local
people say that quantity of explosives is unbearable. To overcome that only moral
explosives should be used. Bench size of 5 m X 5m x 5m should be followed. We
can see so many problems due to these quarry activities.

The explosives should be used in the quarry only between 1:00 PM and 2:00 PM.
The quarry should be operated only from 7 am to 5 pm carrying of material load from
the quarry after 5 pm is illegal. Above all, only 20 ton should be loaded in a truck, but
they are carrying 60 ton. It is unlawful. The roads are deteriorated due to this
overloading. Now government officials have fined Rs.65,000 for overloaded trucks
and Rs.48,000 for two vehicles near Kinathukkadu. We are saying this because we
are not officers, Local public and government officials only can take action against
this. Local administration shall take action to repair all roads. ESI and Health Policy
should be taken for all workers. In their report it will be taken. According to RTI
information, no details available in the labour department. A person fell and died in
Rajendran quarry, 4 months ago. It is brought to the notice. Only due to volunteering
and supporting of the labour who died in the quarry, Labour got compensation. In
page number. 616 and 620, Air Survey was conducted on 04.06.2022. But report
was furnished on 06.06.2022. In page no.692, water analysis was carried out from
03.05.2022 to 05.10.2022. The reports are false. This agency should be black listed.
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Hence issue of license should not considered. Action should be taken against
officers who certified that there are no houses within 300m radius of the quarry.

10. Mr.Rajesh, Periyakuyili:

My name is Rajesh and | am living in Periyakuyili. | have also been working in the
quarry for the last 5 years. Around this village, young people like me are self-
employed after completing graduation because of no job opportunities. We are
taking loan from banks and doing business by serving lorry to the quarries. We have
saved some money because of this lorry business. Now without the license of the
quarry, we are suffering a lot and moving to other districts to search for some other
works, which fetch only Rs.5,000 to 10,000 per month. Due to quarry business we
can purchase new lorries by paying bank dues. Quarrying should be given with the
license. The Tamil Nadu government should conduct meetings once in 6 months and
also to take measures to provide the required seeds, fertilizer and pesticides to the
farmers at free of cost. This quarry will support the same and these quarry activities
will not affect agriculture in any way. License should be given these quarries
immediately.

11. Kathirvel, Thekani:

My name is Kathirvel and | am from Thekani. Many people were depend on this
quarry for their livelihood. | humbly request you to grant permission for the quarry as
soon as possible.

12. Jayanthi, Periyakuyili:

My name is Jayanthi and | am from Periyakuyili. In the olden days, the people of our
village depend on agriculture. But our village was a hilly terrain and therefore
agriculture was not prosperous nowadays. So the mining industry had grown in our
village. Due to these quarrying activities, we have progressed economically but later
we have understood the environmental impact little by little. Now we got awareness
and we know which situations will give the best results. Also, 80% of the population
is dependent Quarry and 20% of the population is dependent on agriculture and
currently quarrying is one of the most important industries. The livelihood of many
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people will be affected if the license of the quarry is stopped. These three quarries
are existing in our village for a long time and supporting the livelihoods of many
people. There is no alternate industry to quarry public will be affected if quarry was
stopped. Apart from that, the village administration officer has given a false
certificate as there are fno houses within 300 meters distance from the quarry. A
severe action is to be taken against the Village Administrative officer for providing
such false documents.

13.Yamuna, Periyakuyili:

My name is Yamuna and | am living in Periyakuyili area. Both agriculture and
quarrying are coexisting in our area. No quarries are affecting agriculture in any way.
Somebody talk about roads. Our area should be declared as special economic zone
in order to lay proper loads to carry all types of loads. Some people said that the
workers are not given PF. But PF is provided to all the quarry workers. If we ask for
yellow card, workers will say yes. People attending public hearing are to carry all
type of loads. Repeating what was said in the previous meeting. The future of the
youth will be good because most of the people who are working in the quarry are
young people and that is the truth. Thus, both agriculture and quarrying are running
in sustainable manner. Therefore, | request you to take immediate action to issue
licenses to the quarries.

One acre of agriculture activity shall not give same quantity of job opportunities at
par with one acre quarry business. We should develop with people (20%) carrying
agriculture. Proper training / awareness programme should be conducted for
greenery development and carrying explosives. Here agriculture is carried out in ill
condition but does not yield enough money. Hence public / workers goes to
(quarrying) work. No coconut trees and vegetable plantation is grown here.
Agriculture society members shall conduct awareness programme at among many
farmers and encourage Agriculture. Farmers society should be active to protect soil
wealth and to increase agriculture output and thus to get high income. Agriculture
and quarry activity shall be carried out in sustainable way.

- Mr. Mugilan said that the ground water is getting depleted only by quarrying. Not only
that, the people depend on agriculture are digging additional bore wells. If open well
getting dry, bore wells were digged in many places to get the groundwater and thus
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water level will get decreased. So, quarry is not the reason for the depletion of
groundwater. Therefore, considering the livelihood of the people, | request that this
quarry should be given with license immediately.

Total 8 nos of petitions received:
Thiru.J.Sathish, AE delivered vote of thanks.

List of publics attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs
and CD/pen drive recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are

enclosed herewith.

(P »
District Envirom‘ﬁéﬁ{g Engineer Dist eVenue Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board (Stamps)
Coimbatore South Coimbatore District
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