MINUTES OF THE PUBIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE
QUARRY OF M/S. SRI ELUMALAIYAN BLUE METALS ROUGH STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY OF 1.70.0 HEC (TOTAL CLUSTER AREA 14.86.5 HEC)
LOCATED IN S.F.NO. 91/4A, 92/3F, 92/3G, 92/3H, 92/311, 92/312, 92/3J,
92/3K1, 92/3L1 & 91/4B, GIRIJAPURAM VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM TALUK,
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT, HELD ON 23.02.2023 AT 11.00 AM IN M/S.
R.S.E MAHAL, MAMANDUR, POONGAVANA KUMARASAMY NAGAR, NO. 316/N,
KANCHIPURAM  TO  VANDAVASI  ROAD, VEMBAKKAM  TALUK,
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

T, | Dr. M. Priyadharshini | District Revenue Officer,
Tiruvannamalai District,
Tiruvannamalai.
2. Dr.P. Kamaraj . | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai,

3, Dr.S.Sugashini Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4. Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,
! Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

5. | Selvi. R. Anamika Sub Collector,
Cheyyar.
6. | Miss. Rashmi Rani Assistant Collector (Trainiﬁg) )
Tiruvannamalai.
[7. | Thiru. M. Mahaboob Khan | Assisatn Geologist, Ty
AD Mines Office,
—_— B Tiruvannamalai. -
8. Publics and Environmentalists | 59 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai has welcomed the respected District Revenue officer,
Tiruvannamalai, General Public, Environmentalists and other Government Officials
for the Public Hearing mecting for the proposed rough stone quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer stated that, for obtaining the
environmental clearance from the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority, the public hearing meeting is being conducted today for the proposed
Rough stone and Gravel Quarry of M/s. Sri Elumalaiyan Blue Metals Rough Stone
and Gravel Quairry in 14.86,5 hect al Girijapuram Village, Vembakkam Taluk,

Tiruvannamalai District.



As per the Environment (Protection) Act and the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification 2006, it is mandatory to conduct public hearing where the
opinions of the public will be obtained through oral/or in written statement, the
happenings will be recorded and will be submitted to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority for the mining projects (Individual or Cluster extent) above 5
hect of arca. The public notice for this public hearing scheduled on 23.02.2023 was
published in the New Indian Express (English) & Daily Thanthi (Tamil) on
21.01.2023 with the approval of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the
proposed rough stone quarry of M/s. Sri Elumalaiyan Blue MetalsRough Stone and
Gravel Quarry.

Further, the District Environmental Engineer has informed that proposed
quarry project and Environmental Impact Assessment Study report details will be
explained through a power point presentation by the project proponed. After that,
public can express their views, suggestions and comments one by one either in oral
or in written format on the said project. The opinions & suggestions of the public’s
& Environmentalist will be recorded and submitted to the Environment Impact
Assessment Authority.

The District Revenue Officer requested the project proponent to explain the
EIA study conducted by them to the public in detail.

On behalf of the project proponent Thiru. B.Swamynathan, the Consultant,
M/s. Creative Engineers Consultants, Chennai welcomed the District Revenue
Officer, the District Environmental Engineer, General Public, Environmentalists
and other Government Officials and explained the details of the project with
help of power point presentation.

Then the Assistant Engineer, TNPCB has requested the public to express
their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written statement one by one after

giving their name and address,
The following are the views represented by the public.

1. Thiru.Venkatesan, Girijapuram Village.

He said,
You have come here to ask for opinions. They are leaving all the
artificial sand in the lake channel. How can we undertake farming if

they do this? Every year we are informing them to clean the canal,



then only they are doing. This has been going on for five years. They
are leaving it in the waist-length canal.

(The District Environmental Engineer said that he should not register
the comments on artificial M.sand and requested to register their
cominent on this proposed quarry.)

1 lakh palm trees were present in our village. Due to quarrying, only
100 palm trees are there. In future, I don't know what will be the
status ol this palm trees. Due to Mohan quarry, the lake canal was
blocked. There is no water in that canal. There are 5 quarries in our
town. There is also a mineral fund. But no facilities like road facility,
waler facility have been done. In January we informed that the water
is not flowing in the canal. But even after December it has not been
solved. 20 lakhs of fund received to our Girijapuram village from 5

quarries. Kindly do well from that to our village.

Thiru. Kamalakannan, Girijapuram Village.

He said,

According to him, before 50 years our village was not developed
and schools were not good. Now our village has developed due to fund
received from quarrying. They are doing many benefits to our
panchayat duc to the quarrying project. Therefore, he informed that

he welcomed this proposed quarry.

Thiru.Palani,Panchayat Union Ward Member, Girijapuram Village.

He said,

We are participating in such mectings and recording the
support and opposition of our people. But we didn't get any fruitful.
We don't know, what happened which we opposed earlier. But the
quarry was started in that place. No quarry owner has planted trees
for environmental protection. Agriculture has been affected; goats and
cattle have become unable to graze. But many vehicles are passing
through our village. People are very much affected. Accidents are

happening due to those vehicles. Last month, this month, two women




were got wound on their feet. Their leg has been removed. Like this
accidents were occurred, We requested several times to operate their
vehicles in the alternate route and not through our village .We
appealed, but to no avail. Our school got up-gradation from high
school to higher secondary school. Students have to go through the
quarry. Students are affected by this. Because of the explosion, the
vibrations are still coming to the houses. Today we are recording our
views. He requested the officials that hereafter they shouldn't do
blasting in the quarry. Officials are coming, asking our opinions,
giving permission to the quarry and leaving. He said no inspection on
the quarry after giving the permission. For the last 10 years, quarries
have been allowed in our village and have been going on. The
environment is also being affected and it was not revealed out.
Authorities are not monitoring. He said, "Give them instructions that
you should do this." Vulnerability is more. Goats and cows could not
graze. All our agricultural lands have turned into quarries. The
Mineral Fund is coming. But the basic needs are gone. We should at
least be allowed to live there. There is no situation for that. Please
instruct them to do quarrying activities without affecting our
livelihood and give permission. Officers are coming, next time another
officer is coming. Water should be sprinkled on the road. But, they are
not doing. He said that we have no objection to this scheme. But he
requested that the officials should monitor whether the schemes are
being implemented properly.

(The District Environmental Engineer instructed the quarry
owners to accept the public grievance and do necessary action for

their grievance).

. Thiru. S. Sadasivam, Girijapuram Village.

He said,
They say it is sale to have stone quarry. We are coming to every
meeting and giving the petitions. They are receiving our petitions, but

nothing has been happened. I myself have written a resolution thrice in the



Gram Sabha meeling that no quarrying should be done. We have also
written a resolution that the existing quarries should not be used. How can
they are giving permission for the quarry? District administration only told
to exccute the resolutions made in the Gram Sabha meeting. We also told in
the last grama sabha meeting. The copy of the same is with me. Then what
is the use of taking resolution in the grama sabha. Because of the damage,
the chairman and vice-chairman have decided and taken this resolution. In
spite of that, il they are asking permission for quarrying, then why this
grama sabha meeting? He questioned. More pollution was occurring due to
movement of quarry vehicles. One day come and inspect this area through
two wheelers. You know that no one could cross the road. They don't
sprinkle water on the road, If this is going like this, we don't want next
grama sabha meeting. This grama sabha meeting will be conducted for name
sake. Why the crowd to come and eat in the meeting? He asked. Cow can't
graze. He said that it would fall and die in the stone quarry. They say
schools thrive because of funding. Even they are not giving the fund to
school, Government will run the school, Is this quarry activity was carried
out for 10 years? Before that we didn't study? He questioned. Before that we
didn't worshipped the god? He questioned. Do schools run only because
they pay? He asked. What is this development? The water level has gone
down. They buy water only by giving money. What is development without
agriculture? They told that the trees are being planted. But nothing
happened as they said. Heavy vehicle are plying. Accident happened once in
6 months. 2 accidents were already happened and I myself called 108 and
given [irst aid. He said that if this continues, in 10 years Menallur and
Girijapuram will become non-existent. Therefore, he informed that we are

not interested in accepting the proposal of this quarry.

Thiru. Mahadevan, Girijapuram Village.
He said,

That is, when a project comes, some problems will come. So it

cannot be said that those schemes are not necessary. Now they say
that the agricultural land has been destroyed. Agricultural land is all
private land. They sell at a good price. Can the government be blamed

for this? The government has given permission. What is the problem




in that have to say? For that we shouldn't oppose this project. Our
government schools are developing as like the private school. Quarry
owners are providing all other assistance. They are selling the patta
lands only. Nowadays governments are taking action even we cut the
trees in the Poramboke lands. When the projects come, definitely
there will have some problems., Do accidents happen only in our
Village? Accidents happen everywhere. If there are any vehicles
movements during school times and problem is there, this can be
reported directly to the quarry owner and the probfcm may be rectified
it. Is therc any problem like that which is not listened by the quarry
owner if requested many times, if so tell now? I know of about 8 or 10
departments that are inspecting and issuing permits without
environmental impact. They are not unmonitored. Tell us what your
problem is? We are having the list what you are asking from the
quarry proponents.

(Assistant Engineer requested to register the comments related to the
environment issues due to this project).

He stated that We need the quarry. There is no change in that. Talk to

the concerned proponents about your problem.

. Thiru. Sathasivam,Menallur Village.

He said,

We welcome the project of M/s. Elumalaiyan Blue metals Stone
and Gravel Quarry. The quarry is located away from the agricultural
land and habitation. By keeping the safety, they are fencing and
planting trees around the quarry area. In our village, there are two
Governments schools which are obtaining financial support from this
quarry. The development works of the schools was carried out by
receiving Rs.1.30 crores from the mineral fund. 30 lakh rupees have
been carmarked for the Government Higher Secondary School. from
that fund it was easy to recruit the private teachers for the school.

All arrangements are made for road facilities and drinking water



facilities. In recent times, I would say they are employing around 50
people. They stopped the persons who were not worked properly.

if the person work properly they will make permanent them. I mean
many people earn 20,000 and 25,000 more in jobs like drivers.

Talented pecople use it. Therefore, he said that he welcomes this

quarry,

. Thiru, Sekar,Menallur Village.

He said,

There is not even a canal in our Mamantur lake. They dump a lot of artificial

sand waste in the lake. There is no water in the well. Agriculture is heavily affected.

There is water in the lake. Water is not available to us because artificial sand is

mixed with wasie. He asked to solve it. He informed that agriculture is affected. A

lot of heavy vehicles enter the city. Alternatives path are not used. It is difficult to

travel in two wheelers. He informed that school students are affected.

Thereafter no views/comments were raised.

The Assistant Engineer, TNPCB, Tiruvannamalai.

This public hearing process was ended with the vote of thanks by Assistant

Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.

Enclosures:

1.

Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily News paper Tamil
& English dated 21.01.2023 for notifying the public hearing meeting.

The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Tom Tom
and issuc ol notices.

Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 5 & 59 persons).

Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.
Photographs of the public hearing \ Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

Petitions received through E-mail, Postal and in the meeting - 2 numbers.
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District EnvironmeniglEngineer, evenue Officer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.
Tiruvannamalai.
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