MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY OF M/s. SRI ELUMALAIYAN BLUE
METALS, OVER AN EXTENT OF 4.82.50 HECTARE LOCATED IN S.F.NO.
137/1, 137/2A, 137/2B, 137/2C, 139/1(P), 139/2, 139/3, 139/4, 139/5,
139/6, 139/7, 139/8, 139/9, 139/10, 139/11, 139/12, 141/1, 141/2, 141/3,
141/4A, 141/4B, 141/4C, 141/5A, 141/5B, 141/6, 141/8, 141/9, 141/10,
143/6A2, 143/12, 143/13, 143/14 & 143/15 OF MENALLUR VILLAGE,
VEMBAKKAM TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT, HELD ON 07.01.2025 AT
11.00 AM IN M/s. R.S.E MAHAL, MAMANDUR, VEMBAKKAM TALUK,
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

‘1. | Thiru. Baskara Pandiyan, IAS., | District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai.

2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

3. | Thiru. K. Prem Kumar Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4. | Selvi. R. Vijayashree Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

5. | Thiru. K. Perumal Tashildar (i/c),

Vembakkam Taluk,

Tiruvannamlai.

6. | Thiru.M. Sathish Revenue Inspector,

Dusi,

Vembakkam

7. | Thiru.M. Gunasekarn Village administrative officer,
Menallur Village,
Vembakkam

8. | Tmt. A. Amutha Assistant Manager,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai.
9. | Public and Environmentalists | 116 Persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
has welcomed the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai who presided the

public Hearing meeting, the Government officials, the public, the
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environmentalists and explained the need of the public Hearing for
obtaining Environmental Clearance for the proposed rough stone and gravel

quarry as follows.

“As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006 all
the projects and activities listed in the schedule to the notification, require
prior Environmental Clearance from the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA). The Environmental Clearance process
involves public consultation, which is why the public hearing meeting is
being conducted for the proposed Rough stone and Gravel Quarry project by
M/s. Sri Elumalaiyan Blue Metals. This project aims to quarry rough stone
and gravel over an extent of 4.82.50 hectares in Menallur Village,

Vembakkam Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District.

As per EIA, 2006 the mining projects (Individual or Cluster extent)
above 5 hect of that area requires prior Environmental Clearance from the
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. This public hearing
meeting will be recorded and submitted in the form of audio and video to the
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. Accordingly, the public
notice for this public hearing was published in dailies of “Times of India”
(English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on 28.11.2024 with the approval of the
District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the proposed rough stone & gravel

quarry of M/s. Sri Elumalaiyan Blue Metals.

The District Environmental Engineer, further stated that the proposed
quarry project and its Environmental Impact Assessment Study report
details will be explained through a power point presentation by the project
proponent’s consultant. Following the presentation, the public can express
their views, suggestions and comments one by one either in oral or in
written format on the said project. The opinions & suggestions of the public
& environmentalists will be recorded and submitted to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority.”

The District Collector, Tiruvannamalai requested the project

proponent to explain about the proposed Rough stone & gravel quarry and
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the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the

public in detail.

On behalf of the project proponent, Tmt. K. Abirami, Coordinator,
M/s. Global Mining Solutions, Salem (Consultant for the proposed rough
stone & gravel quarry of M/s. Sri Elumalaiyan Blue Metals) explained the
details of the project and the Environmental Impact Assessment study

conducted by them with help of power point presentation.

Then the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai informed the public to
express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written statement one
by one and instructed the participants to provide their name and address
before sharing their feedback, and to do so one by one, to ensure an orderly

& transparent process.

The following are the views/suggestions/comments represented by the

public.

1. Thiru. Kuppan, Menallur Village

He stated that he was the former panchayat president of Menallur
village. He extended greetings to the District Collector, who presided over the
public hearing meeting for the proposed Sri Ezhumalaiyan Blue Metals
Quarry, the District Environmental Engineer, government officials, and the
general public. He quoted Gandhiji's saying, "The development of the village
is the development of the nation." During his ten-year tenure as village
panchayat president, the funds provided by the central and state

governments were insufficient for the overall development of their village.

Now, the project proponent has provided basic facilities to their village
such as streetlights, amenities to school, conversion of mud roads into
cement roads and drinking water facilities. Unlike other existing quarries,
the transport lorries of M/s. Sri Ezhumalaiyan Blue Metals Quarry pass
only through the bypass roads and not through the school in their village.
And also, the proposed stone Quarry is located far away. The project
proponent of the quarry has done a lot for the development of their village

and has followed government rules. On behalf of the Village Panchayat
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President, he welcomed the establishment of proposed M/s. Sri
Ezhumalaiyan Blue Metals stone quarry and submitted an acceptance
petition to the District Collector. Finally, he concluded his speech by

expressing his support for the establishment of the proposed quarry.

2. Thiru. S.Kumaraswamy, Girijapuram Village

He extended greetings to the District Collector, District Environmental
Engineer, and the public present at the public hearing meeting. The
establishment of the quarry has brought several benefits to their village,
including improved infrastructure such as roads, drinking water supply,
and upgraded school facilities with smart class, steel desks, quality
benches. Furthermore, the project proponent has provided financial
assistance for school infrastructure and school children, as well as
employment opportunities for the youth and elders of the village, thereby
enhancing their livelihood. The quarry has also given priority to local lorry
drivers in employment. He requested that the lorry drivers be mindful of
children going to school by give them way to ensure they reach the schools
on time. The project proponent has also helped provide lighting and camera
facilities to their village, which had been in dark. He concluded his speech

by expressing support for the establishment of the proposed quarry.

3. Thiru. Venkatesan, Girijapuram Village

He stated that the proposed quarry would bring numerous benefits to
their village. The project proponent has installed surveillance cameras in
schools and provided tar roads to the village. According to him, the
establishment of the quarry has only advantages and no disadvantages for
their village and he concluded his speech by expressing support for the

establishment of the proposed quarry.

4. Thiru. M. Venkatesan, Menallur Village

He stated that the project proponent of M/s. Sri Elumalaiyan Blue

Metals Quarry would bring numerous benefits to their village including



employment and he concluded his speech by expressing support for the

establishment of the proposed quarry.

5.Thiru. Kamalakannan, Girijapuram Village

The project proponent has made significant contributions to the
village's development, providing adequate funds for basic amenities. These
funds have enabléd the construction of essential infrastructure, including
roads, drinking water facilities, and smart classes equipped with steel desks
and tiled floors, ultimately enhancing the village schools' infrastructure.
Furthermore, the project has generated employment opportunities for local
villagers and lorry drivers, which will likely contribute to the village
panchayat's development if the quarry is approved. The availability of M-
Sand, P-Sand, and Jelly will also facilitate easy access to construction
materials for house building. Thereby, he concluded his speech by

expressing support for the establishment of the propoéed quarry.

6.Thiru. Jaishankar, Menallur Village

He stated that some individuals claim the school's improvement is due
to the quarry's establishment. However, the actual purpose of the meeting is
to gather views on whether the environment is being polluted by the quarry.
While people claim there is no air pollution, no surveys have been conducted
to measure SOz and NO2 levels in the village. In fact, the report itself
indicates wrong values of SO2 and NOa. |

He added that villagers stop lorries in Menallur, alleging dust
pollution, but no one mentioned this issue during the meeting. He also
pointed out that his house and nearby shops are severely affected by dust
from lorry movements. Air pollution caused due to the operation of the
quarry and vehicle movements can cause cold, respiratory and heart
diseases. Furthermore, there is a primary health centre on the Menallur-
Chinna Ezhacherry road, where pregnant women, the elderly, and diabetic
patients receive treatment, and they are greatly affected by the quarry

trucks movement.



At this juncture, the speech was stopped due to interruptions and the
District Collector advised others not to interfere while someone is expressing
their views.

Thiru. Jaishankar resumed his speech, stating that the quarry's
operation poses a significant risk to the public. He questioned why the
public hearing was not held at the quarry site, which is located four
kilometers away from Menallur village, where the meeting was being held.
He also pointed out that there are 5,000 people in the village and
surroundirig areas, asking why the meeting was conducted on a Workirig day
instead of a holiday. Additionally, he raised concerns about the quarry's
proximity to a pond and another quarry, asking how permission could be
granted despite these environmental concerns. He emphasized that no
quarries, including the proposed one, should be allowed to operate in
Menallur village. He concluded his speech by opposing the quarry's
establishment with a proclamation that a major protest would be organized

if the proposed quarry is approved;

7.Thiru. Duraimrugan, Menallur Village

He stated that strict rules are being followed, and four to five
departments’ NOCs are required for the establishment of the quarry. All
government authorities adhere to these rules to provide permission. For the
last two years, the quarry proponent has maintained the stone quarry by
planting saplings around it and sprinkling water through tanker lorries. The
quarry owner has granted Rs. 6,00,000/- to the Kanyamman temple and
donated Rs. 4,00,000/- to the Perumal temple located in their village.

Furthermore, he mentioned that job priority has been given to local
people, and 20 to 30 local lorry drivers have been employed in their quarry.
The proponent has developed green belt by planting tree saplings around the
proposed quarry site and water sprinkling through tanker lorries is being
done to suppress the dust emission. He also provided steel benches, electric
bells, and infrastructure facilities to the schools located in their village. The
project proponent has also appointed teachers for English medium

education in the primary school of their village and pays them monthly
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salaries. He concluded his speech by expressing his support for the

establishment of the proposed quarry.

8. Thiru. Subramani, Menallur Village

He stated that their village people have not been affected by the
proposed Sri Ezhumalaiyan Blue Metals quarry and that the project
proponent has done many good deeds for them. He concluded his speech by

expressing his support for the establishment of the proposed quarry.

9. Thiru. Annadurai, Menallur Villgg

He stated that he welcomed the proposed Sri Ezhumalaiyan Blue
Metals quarry project. He mentioned that trucks mostly did not enter the
village boundaries, but some trucks came without the quarry owners'
knowledge. It was suggested by him that this should be monitored by the
quarry owners, and he concluded his speech by expressing his support for

the establishment of the proposed quarry.

10. Thiru. Sadasivam, Menallur Village,

He stated that he welcomes the establishment of the Sri
Ezhumalaiyan Blue Metals Quarry, expressing no objections whatsoever. He
noted that the quarry has brought numerous benefits to their village,
particularly to the local primary and higher secondary schools, as well as
the Anganwadi. However, he mentioned that the higher secondary school
has been unable to utilize the funds provided by the quarry management,
and requested the District Collector's intervention to resolve this issue. He

concluded his speech by extending his support to the quarry project.

11. Thiru. M.C. Ravi, Menallur Village,

He stated that the quarry has enabled 300 families to live without
hunger or poverty, improving their livelihoods. They now have access to
necessities like food, water, and other essential facilities. Additionally, trees
have been planted around the quarry. The quarry management has also

provided financial support for the development of temples in our village.



Therefore, we have no objections to the establishment of this quarry. He

expressed his support for the quarry project and concluded his speech.

12. Thiru. Ramachandran, (NGO) Andhra Pradesh,

He stated that the quarry has brought numerous benefits to the
people, including provision of drinking water facilities and renovation of
roads. The presence of quarry has improved the lives of the village people.
Therefore, he expressed his support for the quarry, stating that permission

should be granted for its operation, and concluded his speech.

13. Thiru. Krishnaswami, Nedunthurai Village,

He expressed wholehearted support for the establishment of the
quarry, acknowledging its numerous benefits to the local community. He
highlighted that the quarry has not caused any health issues, such as colds
or fevers, among the villagers. Instead, the quarry\ management has provided
various amenities, including support for local festivals, which has improved
the quality of life in the village. The speaker also emphasized the importance

of gratitude, citing the Thirukural,

"sTbpeiTdl Qsnasrpmid@b 2 Wacrmb 2_wieSldenon
@aLbBHeiTH GENesTD WEhHE"
He concluded his speech by expressing his support for the establishment

. of the proposed quarry.

14. Thiru. Das, Menallur Village,

He stated that he extends his full support for the establishment of
this quarry and concluded his speech.

15.Thiru. E. Narayanasamy, Menallur Village,

He stated that this quarry has brought numerous benefits to our
village and expressed his support for its establishment, concluding his

speech.



16. Thiru. Sivakumar, Menallur Village,

He stated that the proposed Sri Ezhumalaiyan Blue Metals Quarry
does not pose any problems for them. Additionally, he requested that the
quarry management widen the surrounding transportation road and ensure
that lorries allow oncoming vehicles to pass, thereby minimizing disruptions.
He expressed his support for the quarry's establishment and concluded his

speech.

The following 24 members of the public have expressed their
opinion in writing on the proposal of this Rough stone and Gravel
quarry. Among the 24 members, 24 members have expressed their

support and no members have expressed ‘their objection to the

operation of this quarry.

S.No Named& Place Comment

1 Thiru. P. Suresh, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

2 Thiru. A. Kuppan, Ex.President, | Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

3 Thiru. S. Kumaraswamy, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

4 Thiru. A. Venkatesan, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

S Thiru. S. Duraimurugan, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

6 Mrs. S. Fathima, Expressed support in favour of the
Ananthapur District, proposed quarry
Andhara Pradesh. ]

7 Thiru. Muni Krishnan, Expressed support in favour of the
Tirupathi District, proposed quarry
Andhra Pradesh

8 Thiru.T. Anil Reddy, Expressed support in favour of the
Karimnagar, proposed quarry

.| Telegana

9 Thiru. M. Muthu Raja, ‘Expressed support in favour of the
Ramanathapuram district. proposed quarry

10 | Thiru. S.K. Rahiman, Expressed support in favour of the
Padamata, proposed quarry
Andhra Pradesh.




11 | Thiru. Krishnaswamy, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District. )

12 | Thiru. S. Kanchana Chary, Expressed support in favour of the
Rangareddy District, proposed quarry
Telegana

13 | Tmt.K.Revathi, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

14 | Thiru.T.Rathinam, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

15 | Thiru.D.Sampath, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

16 | Thiru. S. Venkata Subbaiah, Expressed support in favour of the
Kadapa District, proposed quarry
Andhra Pradesh.

17 | Thiru.Soundarajan, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

18 | Thiru.K. Kailasam, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

19 | Thiru.P.Dhanasekar, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

20 | Thiru. T.Thiruvenkatam, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

21 | Thiru. Ramalingam, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

22 | Thiru. P. Das, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

23 | Thiru. A. Poongavanam, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

24 | Thiru. Ellapan, Expressed support in favour of the
Menallur Village, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

As there were no views/comments raised further, District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai, with the District Collector’s approval, has announced that

the meeting came to an end with the vote of thanks.
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Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper
Tamil & English dated 28.11.2024 for notifying the public hearing
meeting).

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio
announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 11 & 116
persons). '

4. Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing/summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. EIA Report & Executive summary (Tamil & English).

Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting - 24 numbers

Dlstrlct Environmeéntal Engineer, District\Collector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.
Tiruvannamalai. ( 5-/ ,9)
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