INUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR THE

M

PROPOSED EXPANSNION OF 1X660 MW ENNORE THERMAL POWER
PLANT EXPANSION PROJECT BY TAMIL NADU POWER GENERATION
AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED IN CHENNAI DISTRICT,
HELD ON_20.12.2024 AT 11.00 AM AT PERUNTHALAIVAR
KAMARAJAR MALIGAI, MAHALASMI NAGAR, ERNAVUR, CHENNAI
DISTRICT.

Members presided:
1. Mrs. Rashmi Siddharth Zagade : District Collector, Chennai District

2. Dr. D. Vasudevan « : Joint Chief Environmental Engineer
(M) Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Chennai.

3. Er. G. Kesavamoorthy + District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Manali.

Joint Chief Environmental Engineer (M), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Chennai.

Respected Chennai Collector, I extend my warm greetings to all present. I
welcome all the public, police officials, media friends, people's representatives,
environmentalists, government officials, and everyone who has come to attend this
public hearing. The details of this public hearing regarding the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Generation and Distribution Corporation Ltd's 660 MW Ennore Thermal
Power Plant expansion project were previously published in the Tamil and English
newspapers' "Dinakaran" and "The New Indian Express" on November 13, 2024.
Following the public display of the draft report and environmental impact
assessment report (in Tamil and English) regarding the project, this public hearing
is being held today, December 20, 2024. Firstly, an expert from the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Generation and Distribution Corporation Limited will present a detailed
explanation of the project. After the presentation the public is requested to state
their name and address and provide their opinion on the project. Any comments,
suggestions, doubts, or clarifications regarding the project can be raised. All

comments and objections will be recorded and sent to the Ministry of Environment
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and Forest & Climatic Change, GOI, New Delhi with the approval of the District
Collector. I respectfully request the Honorable Collector of Chennai to preside over
this meeting. Then Mr. Srinivasan, EE, Tamil Nadu Electricity Generation and
Distribution Corporation Ltd, provided a detailed explanation of the project through
a presentation. Subsequently, Dr. D. Vasudevan, Joint Chief Environmental
Engineer (M), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, 'Chennai, requested the
participants to state their name and address before registering their opinion.

1. Thiru. A. Punniamoorthy, Annai Sivagami Nagar:

He said that, the Ennore Thermal Power Plant has provided employment to
the youth of his village, and that they have been facing great difficulty in finding
work after losing their jobs due to the closure of the company in 2017, and
therefore, they would extend their full cooperation and support to this project as
the proposed project would give employment to the youths in their village.

2. Thiru. Vignesh, Chennai:
He said that those who explained through the Slide show that the

environment would not be affected in any way in the project description were
inconsistent in providing details regarding the expenditure to be incurred to
control the environmental impact, and that they could have at least stated that
there would be minimal impact rather than saying that there would be no
environmental impact, and they questioned what the need for additional power
generation as and when Tamil Nadu is a power surplus state. He said that with
the current generation capacity of 3330 MW, there is an additional 2780 MW, so
there is no need for a 660 MW power generation project, and that only 67
percent of power generation was implemented last year, and if 100 percent
power generation had been implemented, the expansion work to be carried out
now would have been completed and we could have produced twice the amount
of power we are going to produce, so this project is not necessary. He also said
that it is regrettable that government agencies themselves do not follow the
laws and rules properly. When asked whether thermal power plants follow all the
rules, he said no, and based on the data taken from April 2019 to March 2022,




only the thermal power plant that is already operational causes the most air
pollution.He also said that since the mechanism of this thermal power plant is
the same, the impact is also the same.The year of preparation of the study
report was 2019, which was proposed in the Terms of Reference (TOR) of this
project in 2018.Further, the EIA report has been prepared with an expired
Terms of Reference (TOR) as it is valid for only three years.Therefore, since it is
a void report, permission should not be granted on the basis of that report, it
would not be appropriate to hold a public hearing on environmental impact and
this hearing should not be held at all.He said that, he questions the validity of
that report, and that pages 78, 41, 80, 121, 127, 339, 486, 489, 695 of this
study report, pages 82, 68, 121, 122, 210, 374, 438 about the studies carried
out in 2019, all these pages contain the 2018 study report, and since this is an

invalid EIA report, permission should not be granted on this basis.

. Thiru. R. Jayaraman, Chennai:
The problems arising from the project, the solutions and the needs have

been explained, but we have seen from many experiences that there is a huge
"gap between the explanation and implementation of our government
officials.People need industrial development, technological development, people
need electricity, industries and employment opportunities. No one can have a
different opinion on all these, but all this should not affect the condition of the
people and the envirohment should be free from pollution. Therefore, if the
Pollution Control Board respects the feelings of the people here and makes

arrangements so that pollution does not occur here, there will be no problem.

. Thiru.M.L. Prabhu, Chennai:

Ennore is under constant pressure in environmental impact for more
than 40 years, more than 40 .Iarge hazardous industries have been operating in
Ennore.Due to the ash waste discharged by 9 power plants generating 4130 MW
in Ennore, not even trees and plants grow. Even mesquite(karuvela Maram)
trees that grow beyond severe drought do not grow here, we cannot know, to
what extent this area has been affected.If we listen to this situation that has

been going on for many years, the people of Ennore area have lost their
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livelihood and are becoming daily wage earners.Fishermen are also directly
affected by fish production, fish growth, and the waste from the thermal power
plant.The people of Ennore area and Manali have now lost their livelihood.Apart
from this, they are constantly suffering from various physical ailments, lung
problems, heart problems, kidney problems, and skin diseases.Moreover, the
ash waste discharged from the thermal power plants is managed
irresponsibly.These ashes are mixed in the Kosasthalai River, Buckingham
Canal, and Ennore Estuary without following any government
regulations.Despite the Green Tribunal's order to restoration in this matter, no
plan regarding restoration has been submitted for the last two years.Why are
there so many factories in North Chennai, where a large number of working
people live?Why are there nine thermal power plants in Ennore and Manali,
where a large number of fishermen, backward classes, and downtrodden people
live.Is this your social justice?You are only introducing toxic factories in North
Chennai district, which is continuously deceiving the people of North
Chennai.Therefore, he firmly stated that Ennore does not want any toxic factory,

not just a thermal power plant.

. Thiru. Anbushezhiyan, Chennai:

The waste released from the factories around Ennore is causing harm. We
are not opposing any government project. Electricity boards should come. But it
is not needed here. Seven thousand five hundred houses have been built on
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Housing Board. If chimneys are built in front of those
houses and black smoke is emitted, about fifty thousand people living there will
also be affected. It is heartening that the Tamil Nadu government is bringing a
thermal power plant. Since there are residential structures nearby, the
government should please reconsider this and set it up somewhere else. They
also asked whether in today's modern world, should we still generate electricity

by burning coal?

6.Thiru. Abdul Karim, Chennai:
The EIA report was submitted in 2019 and holding a public hearing based on

that report is an illegal act. Because the situation of Ennore before 2019 is
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different, now the situation of Ennore in 2024 is different, in the 20 square
meters around Ennore, there are already two large thermal power plants. There
are three ports. There are oil refineries. There are petroleum production,
fertilizer production, cement production, chemical factories, automobile
factories, coal storage plants. Moreover, there are more than 40 factories are
situated in this area. Similarly, there is already a 3330 MW thermal power plant
here. In addition, there is an 800 MW thermal power plant. But why this 660
MW power plant now. This is really unnecessary. These Thermal plants are
turning this entire area into a place where people should not live. We are
pleading with the Tamil Nadu government on behalf of these people to let the
people of Ennore live. Therefore, the people of Ennore do not want this thermal
power plant. The thermal power plant here and the petroleum plant are already
operating in violation of the rules. Fishermens are dying due to the ash deposit
from the Kosasthalai River and Buckingham Canal which ultimately reaches the
Ennore creek. People are also dying due to air pollution. There is’no need for
another thermal plant in such a unsafe place. He said that this thermal power

plant should not be here,

7.Thiru. Bhaskar, Chennai:
There are four power plants near Ernavur. The electricity generated by those

four plants is sufficient. Therefore, we are stating that there is no cooperation on
behalf of our village for another plant to come up. Moreover, if that plant comes
up, our village will be the first to be affected. They did not help our village when
the plant which was already built. They will not do it now either. Therefore, we
are making it clear that this power plant is not needed. He also urged on behalf

of the villagers to relocate this plant somewhere else.

8.Thiru. Santosh Kumar, Chennai:

The number of factories is increasing, but employment is not increasing. Our
entire industry is dependent on the river. But now the rivers have become
stagnant and muddy. Now they say that coal does not cause any harm. We are

accepting this plant as it will not cause any harm to the environment and will

provide more employment.




9.Thiru. Tamilarasan, Chennai:

The first thermal power plant in Tamil Nadu was set up in Ennore in 1971. At
that time, the surrounding areas and villages were good. But in 2017, this
thermal power plant broke down and was shut down, leaving the people of the
surrounding areas without employment opportunities. Now, the people of Ennore
annai sivagami nagar travel 15 to 20 kilometers to go to work. That work is also
given on a contract basis. Due to this, most of the youth are becoming drug
addicts without employment. If we stop the establishment of every factory like
this, how will our youth get employment? And some people are talking without
even knowing whether this plant which coming is a nuclear power plant
orThermal power plant. not, so 5000 families will be better off if this plant
comes. Also, the youth will get employment opportunities. This plant is essential
for the betterment of tomorrow's society. Therefore, he expressed his support

for the plant.

10.Thiru. M. Karunakaran, Kattukuppam:

He said that when this thermal power plant came in 1994, the fishermen
would not be affected at all. However, the fishermen have become unfit to live
due to the presence of three feet of silt, oil and ash in the river and the absence
of any breeding of shrimp, crab and fish. He said that the son of the soil should
be given work in that thermal power plant and requested that the needs of the
people be met before considering it.

11.Thiru, Sachithanandam, Nettukuppam:

They are keen on bringing the Ennore Thermal Power Plant Expansion
Project. No action has been taken to prevent ash from mixing in the Kosasthalai
river. We, the native people, are all demanding employment. But today the
water in the river is polluted. Moreover, there is a foul smell. Due to this,
fishermen are suffering from itching and skin problems. If we complain about
this, the authorities did not pay attention. Furthermore, the project should be
implemented with modern technology and a guarantee should be given that the

Kosasthalai river will not be affected. Fishing is our profession and when it is
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affected, our people also want permanent employment. Even Contract work is
given only to outsiders. We can do that works too. Therefore, permanent
employment should be provided. We should also be given contract work, he

requested.

12.Thiru. Thirusangu, Ennore:
The youth in the Ennore area are unemployed and addicted to drugs. This

causes social unrest. With the coming of factories, the city will rise and the
roads will increase. But the establishment of this thermal power plant here will
provide employment opportunities to many people and the District Collector has
requested them to provide full employment opportunities to the people of
Thiruvottriyur Kuppam, Ernavur Kuppam, Kathivakkam Kuppam living in the
surrounding areas who are affected by respiratory problems due to the
industries in this area. Furthermore, if employment is provided, 100 percent of

the people are welcome to set up this thermal power plant.

13, Thiru. Sridhar, Ernavur Kuppam:
Ernavur Thermal Power Plant was denied employment opportunities even

when it was started. Moreover, it has not been mentioned in any medical studies
that this pollution was the cause of the damage. He said that,by starting this
plant, we should create employment opportunities for the peqple of our village
and the youth and create ways for the livelihood of our village and there is no

objection to the expansion of this company.

14. Thiru, Mukhilan, Chennai:
The Ernavur 660 MW Thermal Power Plant Project Report is 795 pages long

but it is a terrible thing that this report was not provided in Tamil language in
Tamil Nadu, where the Tamil Development Department is located. But because
of this Ennore Thermal Power Plant, which the people who has been
continuously affected, was not provided the report in Tamil for this public
meeting. He said that this plight is being run by a government company and the
facts are being hidden so that the people do not know. The study for the

establishment of this project was conducted from July to September 2018. The
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results of the study are valid for only three years, but after 6 years, this meeting
is being held based on that study report. According to the law, this meeting
should be cancelled. Next, in this project, the Site Criteria states in a book
published by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board that if there are rivers
within a radius of one kilometre from any thermal power plant, they should not
be allowed. But, in their report, the thermal power plant is only 575 meters
away from the compound, in reality 40 meters from the units compound wall
and not only that, they build 6700 houses on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Housing
Board, a residential project for 30 thousand families who are about to settle
down in those houses, the marginalized people within a radius of 300 meters. If
so, the meeting they are telling these people will cause water, air, soil and noise
pollution. How will you fix that? Not only that, there is a lake called “Pattara Eri”
within the area where this project will be built. A project should not be carried
out by occupying a lake. In the environmental impact assessment published by
them, the Electricity Commission of India says that 135 acres of land is
required.But, the land allocated for this project is only 84 acres. At that time, it
is not known on what basis this project is going to be implemented. Not only
that, 2 lakh tons of coal is brought in and crushed in a 20 mm crusher and sent
for use in the thermal power plant. The 2020 book published by the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board states that there should be no residential areas within
500 meters of a crusher. But, the crusher is located 100 meters from the
residential area, I do not know how they gave permission for this. Not only that,
the government is working to restore 100 estuaries here. But, if you say that
this project is coming up in the area ofthe Ennore estuary, where is the
government's policy? The Chief Minister is talking about climate change. But the
plan being implemented here is the exact opposite of that. Not only that, the
water requirement here is 53 lakh liters, the water requirement cannot be
stopped once the thermal power plant starts operating. They have not been
completely successful in purifying seawater in Tamil Nadu. If that is the case,
the water that is kept for drinking by the people of this 53 lakh will go to the
plant but the plant will not be closed even for a day. Not only that, wastewater
treatment is questionable everywhere. They say that they are doing STP and

ETP but the Kosasthalai river has ash deposited up to eight feet high. Does
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anyone want these people's lives to be destroyed for the sake of a corporate?
Not only that, only 65% of the thermal power plant that could be in Tamil Nadu
is producing, The already unimplemented Udanukudi Thermal Power Plant and
Ramanathapuram projects should be implemented quickly. Also, the air released
here contains mercury, which is a hard element. They deposit in the sea, sand,
river, leaves, and plants and by Cows and goats consume it, we also get cancer.
by consuming it, Not only that, it causes infertility, but also the construction of a
chimney at a height of 550 feet and 910 meters will heat the air and cause acid
rain. Half of the electricity generated in Tamil Nadu is also supplied to
neighbouring states. The problem here is not a shortage of electricity, so for the
benefit of the people, this project should not be allowed, he said.

15. Thiru. Bhagat Singh, Ulganathapuram:
While speaking, the officials listed what safety measures have been taken.

None of the measures they mention are in paper form and are not in action.
People are dying by breathing ash-laden air. They questioned whether a thermal
power plant should be set up only in Ennore, adding that, the existing thermal
power plant is not being operated at its full capacity. Those who say that
electricity and industrial development are needed should take steps to operate
the existing thermal power plants at their full capacity. Out of the 187 factories
that cause the most pollution in Tamil Nadu, more than 42 factories are located
in Ennore and Manali areas. The common people here live with various medical
problems. This area is ‘mostly affected by breast cancer and cervical cancer,
which is useful for research doctors to study. In the name of industrial
development, the fishing livelihood of the Ennore estuary has been destroyed for
the last 40 years and employment has been talked about. Permanent jobs are
not being provided here. They work as contract workers for low wages. “If
industrial development came, everything came. then Ennore has turned into
Singapore by now” and if some areas have developed so much in 10 years due
to the arrival of an IT company, then industrial development came this area 50
years ago and we are still struggling for basic amenities after giving labour for a

generation. This is the current situation. In that sense, this project is equivalent




to kill the people of Ennore and therefore, this project should not be

implemented, he requested.

16.Thiru. Mahesh, Thazhanguppam:

Although the government has brought this project, there is opposition and
support. I express my heartfelt gratitude to the protestors because first you
should ask everyone to be vigilant. First, you need courage to oppose
something. I live in Ennore, I am opposed. Is anyone speaking here speaking
from Ennore? Everyone speaks from where they come from. You speak from
where you are. Stand against it. Whether the people of this land come to speak
or oppose it, we ask them. The southern government or the officials will study it.
But you should not come here with a plan to create a riot or to oppose the
government. If you look at the impact of this project, how can the country
develop? There is no need for a plant. When a company is brought in, they come
from somewhere else and express their opinion for the people here. We are
fighting for our problems. They talked about employment. If we agree with the
government, it is the government's duty to correct the shortcomings in the
study report. We will take up our problems and the government officials will find
a solution. He justified the coming of the plant to provide employment

opportunities to the people and the youth of this area.

17. Thiru. Saravanan, Chennai:
Due to the lack of employment in this area, the youth are engaging in

various anti-social activities. Also, since my father worked at the Ennore
Thermal Power Plant in 1970, I have also benefited from it. 10,000 families in
this area like me have benefited. Everyone got employment through the
Leyland, Kothari and other factories located in this area. They are benefiting
economically. Now, if this new plant comes, another 10,000 people will get
employment. Their families and society will develop, so he said that this thermal

power plant is necessary.
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18. Thiru. Jayapalayan, Chennai,
Fishermen and nature have a great connection, wherever fishermen are

affected, nature is also affected, such a close connection exists between
fishermen and nature. The environmental report is still in its infancy. Those who
spoke earlier said that ESP, an electrostatic precipitator, is used to filter ash. The
country that produces it is Sweden. But Sweden does not have a single thermal
power plant. Even if there are thermal power plants in other European countries,
98 percent of the ash is filtered and only 2 percent of the smoke is released. But
here we filter 2 percent and release 98 percent of the ash. Even if used here, it
will work for only two years and then it will break down. If fish grow in places
where there are ash deposits, you should build a thermal power plant. The Kashi
Kovil Kuppam has been affected to the point, that even a tumbler of drinking
water is not drinkable. As mentioned in the environmental report earlier, this
place was clean. Not now, today there is oil waste and ash waste up to a foot
high. Not only water but also air is highly polluted. Many people are suffering
from lung problems. As per the order of the Government of India, we have to
avoid carbon emissions by 2036. When it has been said that electricity should be
generated using solar energy and used in all homes, why a new thermal power
plant? If we install solar panels on the roofs of all houses, we can provide free
electricity to 4 states. When there is already a 3500 kilowatt thermal power plant
here, why a new one? The old plant is only 60 percent efficient and 40 percent is
not working. It is wrong to think of building a new plant without increasing its
efficiency. If we use natural methods like solar. Wind power, our carbon
emissions will be zero percent by 2036. Otherwise, it will only increase by 100,
200, we should not accept the order of the Government of India and think of
increasing carbon emissions. Do not fulfill what is not needed by the people.
What is the point of creating jobs that are destroying people? So, he said, no

new thermal power plant.

19.Thiru. Subramani, Thiruvottriyur:
This thermal power plant that is make already bad environment in this area

even worse? Instead, we should use solar energy to generate electricity, which is

the demand of our green movement. Solar energy is available for 10 months in a
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year. We should use it to generate electricity. Similarly, in Chennai, you are
setting up an entire area as IT companies. On the other hand, you are setting up
factories that are destroying the environment. Our demand is to change that.

20.Thiru. Thirumurugan, Chennai:

Although the new plant here will provide employment to many people in
Ennore will be set aside. How many people from Ennore and Thiruvottiyur are
employed in these existing industries? Can you assure us that if this new thermal
power plant comes, we will provide 70 percent employment? There are graduates
in our area too. If you give them 70 percent employment, we will not hesitate to

come up with a new thermal power plant.

21.Thiru. Gokul, Chennai:
We have seen many promises made by the factories already located here and

then failed to fulfil them. They say that they are giving honey before the factory
starts. After starting, only the bee sting will be given to us. Those who want
employment here should ask for an IT park instead of a factory. Why should
various graduates from here to Siruseri for IT jobs? Just set it up. This is the only
way to get employment and protect the environment from pollution, if such an IT
park comes that does not spoil the environment, we will not only oppose it, but
also because there are already many factories in the Thiruvottriyur area that are
polluting the environment. Moreover, we should not be idle. Therefore, he
requested the government to set up an IT park in this place and provide a lot of

employment.

22.Thiru. Ramkumar, Ernavur:
Our decision is that we want the Ennore Thermal Power Plant. Thousands of

jobs will be created by the coming of this thermal power plant here. The village
will develop. Furthermore, he reminded that our Ernavur village gave the land for
this power plant. Although the impact will be greater for Ernavur, he urged the
government and officials to build this thermal power plant and provide benefits to
this people.
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23.Thiru. Saravanan, Chennai:
The people of our area are going to work in different areas and in foreign

states. Employment is important to us in today's world. When a factory starts,
there will be advantages and disadvantages. Considering that, the government
will come up with schemes that will benefit the people. My demand is that 5
percent jobs should be defined as permanent jobs for differently-abled people like
me. Even if this thermal power plant is built and a differently-abled person like
me gets a job in it, he and his family will benefit. He supported the project by

stating that his job should also be made permanent rather than temporary.

24.Thiru. Praveenraj, Periya Kasi kovil Kuppam:
The operation of the Ennore Thermal Power Plant will release hazardous

gases, so the rate of cancer is likely to be high. Therefore, before the thermal
power plant starts. We should be made clear what control measures have been
put in place to prevent the release of those hazardous gases. There has already
been a gas leak in this area. People should be made aware of how to behave in
such a situation. Set up a camp and teach people how to protect themselves from
air pollution control and water pollution control. Also, the opening of a thermal
power plant here will affect the people living here more, so instead of giving it to
outsiders, give 70 percent employment to the people living nearby. He also said

that we support the expansion of this thermal power plant.

25.Thiru. Ravichandran, Annai Sivagami Nagar:
Many youths are unemployed because a factory that was already operating

here has been closed. In 1989, they set up a single thermal power plant in
Chennai. As a result, many industries came up and the livelihood of the people
there improved. He said that if this thermal power plant is set up, it will provide
employment to the future generation as well. If not, tell me what the alternative

is, and he supported this project.

26. Thiru. Kuppan, Chennai:
We see both support and opposition to the 660 MW thermal power plant. It is

not a easy thing that a project worth 5000 crores is coming here from the
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government. The establishment of this 660 MW power plant here should provid'e
employment to the poor and educated youth here. It is true that there is
environmental damage here. Taking water from the river also affects the
fishermen, keeping in mind the benefits of the people of Ennore, although it is not
possible to provide employment to everyone at once, I request that it be set up
gradually. After ensuring employment, you can start the project, and if there is

no job, then we do not need this thermal power plant.

27.Thiru. Seeman, Chennai:
All the power generation projects implemented so far, including thermal,

nuclear, and coal-based power plants, have been introduced with the promise of
national development and job creation. While it sounds appealing to say that
development and job creation are important, and it's true that we can't live without
electricity and a country needs to develop, we should consider the alternatives
when it comes to meeting electricity demand. Nuclear scientists themselves have
stated that there is no such thing as a completely safe nuclear power plant, and
living near a nuclear power plant is like living under a nuclear bomb. He also
mentioned the severe damage caused by the ash released from thermal power
plants. He questioned how one can survive when water, food, and air are all
polluted. He also asked, "What's the point of having light when we can't even
breathe clean air?" he claimed that 99 out of 100 deaths are due to cancer, and a
3-year-old child has cancer because their mother's milk was poisonous due to
pollution. He pointed out that many children are suffering from cancer in hospitals.
Japan and Australia generate electricity using ocean waves. Wind and solar energy
can be produced without harming the environment. Given this, why do we need
thermal, hydroelectric, and nuclear power plants? he also questioned why solar
panels have to be installed on agricultural land, suggesting that they could be
placed on government buildings or roadsides. He mentioned that Britain generates
electricity from wind turbines on the coast without harming the environment. While
the government produces electricity from coal and thermal power plants. He
questioned why the government sells wind and solar energy to private companies
and doesn't operate these plants themselves. He stated that people are not

breathing air but are breathing sulfur dust. He also challenged people to go door-
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to-door and ask if they prefer jobs over their lives, water, and air. If people
prioritize jobs over everything else, then they might as well build nuclear power

plants.

28.Thiru. Prathyog, Chennai:
We have benefited from this thermal power plant. Moreover, we accept the

pros and cons of setting up the plant. He expressed his opinion that this thermal

power plant is needed.

29.Thirumafhi. Bakiyalakshmi, Thiruvottriyur:
We are not opposed to the expansion of the project. A public consultation

was held in 2016 regarding the operation of this nuclear power plant. When the
company was about to start, there were only few households in this area. But
now there are about 6000 households. What is the answer to those residents?
She asked for clarification,and by ensuring that the residents will not be affected
by the ash going into the sea through a cooled pipe to dispose of the waste

generated from the company in a modern way.

30.Thiru. Prabhakaran, Chennai:

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should have three main aspects.
One is environmental protection, second is people's livelihood, and third is
development. The assessment should be done by keeping these three in the
same scale and decidihg whether it is correct or not. If it is a good assessment,
then an environmental impact assessment report should be prepared by keeping
these three in the same scale without harming the people and the nature. But
this study was not done in that way, the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA), which did not give importance to environmental protection and at the same
time did not give importance to the livelihood of the people. They have
manipulated a lot of data and submitted a report with the aim of taking electricity
for the purpose of development. This report should not be taken as a blank
report. If you take a 500 MW thermal power plant, 104 tons of No2 and So2 are
released from it per day, and three thousand tons of ash and particulate matter

are released. 9 large thermal power plants of 4330 MW are operating in Ennore.
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The amount of pollution in the entire city should be seen. According to this report,
the total pollution level in the area is 98.5 micrograms of 2.5 PM, which is much
smaller than our hair. This will cause problems when it enters our lungs. The
pollution control limit specified in 3.5.2 of this EIA is 100 micrograms, but the
pollution level here has exceeded 98.5 micrograms. So if this thermal power plant
once set up, it will definitely exceed 100 percent. If people who live near the
thermal power plant breathe this fine dust, they will lose eight to twelve years of
their lives. It is not going to provide employment opportunities, even if it is
provided, will it be worth this loss of life? 500 people are going to die. Thousands
of people will be affected by the long-term effects. This project is going to be a
detrimental thing for the livelihood of the people and their health. Out of the 40
thermal power plants operating in Tamil Nadu so far, 38 have not been equipped
with Flue gas desulfurizer. So how will they tolerate this thermal power plant?
This thermal power plant is 0.025 micrograms above normal, no thermal power
plant in India controls air pollution. They have prepared this data with scientific
evidence to convince the people that everything "will be fine with highly
manipulated and modified data. Therefore, this EIA itself is wrong. They say it is
development. We are living with a increase of 1.5 degree global warming, this

project should not be brought, he stressed.

31.Thiru, Arumugam, Chennai:

Ennore Nuclear Power Plant there is a lot of pollution related problem here. It
is true that the government should take steps to prevent it. Even though
electricity is generated through wind turbines in many districts of Tamil Nadu, he
requested that a factory be built to improve the livelihood of the Scheduled

Castes and Backward Classes living nearby.

32.Ms. Megha, Thiruvottriyur:

The primary concern expressed by everyone who supported this project was
employment opportunities. Although regulations exist for the establishment of
thermal power plants, they are not consistently followed. After coal extraction,
the area is supposed to be reclaimed by covering it with soil. However, this is not

feasible in the location of this thermal power plant. In 1972, this area comprised
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salt pans and agricultural land. Now it is not, they are going to generate
electricity from coal. They acquired the land by promising employment, stating,
"Give us the land, and we will provide you with jobs." However, after the
company's establishment, they did not offer employment. Instead, those who
relinquished their land are now compelled to live amidst ash. Therefore, She also

urged the abandonment of attempts to deceive the people.

33.Thiru. Nithyananda Jayaram, Chennai:
He said that the smokestack of this thermal power plant is more than 100

meters high, then the air pollution that comes out of this stack will spread not
only in Thiruvottiyur but also to other places, especially when the stack is placed
so high, when the wind blows from the north, it will spread beyond Anna Nagar
and spread to the neighbouring district. The Terms of Reference was given in
January 2019. After giving those Terms of Reference, an Office Memorandum
Paper with the Central Government in 2022 states that which is valid only for the
public consultation meeting before the expiry of the papers of 4 years. These
Terms of Reference have expired. In 2019, the Tamil Nadu government built
6877 apartments near the Ennore Nuclear Power Plant on the basis of a big
project of the World Bank. The Pollution Control Board asks for consent while
building those apartments. But the same Pollution Control Board said that the air
is polluted already hence there is no construction of houses in this area.He
requested the consultant who may have come from TNEB to give an explanation.

The- second report that came in 2019, especially the ecological restoration
assessment, should be done. After absorbing this proposal, the assessment report
should be prepared. In this environmental impact report, where is that in EIA?

In the EIA, they stated that they will do the functioning with 100 percent
importedcoal.but after the plant starts functioning, whether fifty percent local coal
will be used? like other existing thermal projects,and requested clarification.

In T.0.R. a total assessment study should be conducted around ten km
radius. It is mandatory to assess the total pollution of all the factories, vehicles,
construction works, and how it affects the air, soil, water, and people's economy.

Please clarify where it is in this EIA?
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In Land use T.0.R XXIO tells, how the land will be used. It shouldsaidthat
how the public and fishermen were impacted by it.? This project should not affect
the water source. But, within the same factory complex, Survey. No. 20 and 57 of
1966 Ernavur Kuppam Revenue map has a record of “pattara Lake” This project is
being implemented by destroying it. Therefore, where is this mentioned in the
EIA?

An occupational health study should be conducted. The health of the people
who may be here should be studied and if there is any health impact, a
rehabilitation plan should be conducted. Where is this given in the EIA?

The air pollution study was conducted only during the monsoon season, not
during the rainy season. (i.e. the southwest monsoon season from July to
September) Therefore, this is not valid. Also, please tell us which page contains
the mercury emission data.? Hazardous factories should not be located in
residential areas. How far will the impact of a five thousand ton coal explosion
be? How will you handle an incident like a coal explosion or coal burning at work?
Please provide information on how to protect people if something happens as
said.

34.Thiru. Praveen Kumar, Chennai:

The particles of this Thermal power plant are polluting the air and due to this,
the life expectancy of those living in Chennai, especially those living in North
Chennai, will be reduced by 7 to 9 years, according to the study. Not only thét, it
is said that 57 thousand people will be affected in North Chennai every year.
There are alternatives to this, solar and wind power. According to the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Generating and Distribution Corporation, it costs 6 to 8 rupees to
create a unit through a thermal power plant in Tamil Nadu. But it costs only 2 to
3 rupees per solar power generation unit. There is an 85% tax reduction on
electricity generated through wind power. North Chennai does not need a thermal
power plant, there are alternatives. We are studying it and telling the government
that we should improve the lives of these people through industrial companies
and that IIT should not be in Adyar only. We should start from IIT, AIIMS, IT
Park, in North Chennai. We are also opposing this thermal power plant for the

Dalits, the backward people, the minority ethnic people, the workers, the
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fishermen on behalf of the people of Tamil Nadu because of 1.economic

disruption and 2.The environment.

35.Thiru. Aruldas, Chennai:

If we say that we are going to produce 660 megawatts of electricity, it is a
huge development project. What can the next generation do without electricity?
660 megawatts is not a small amount, Ennore Thermal Power Plant is an
institution intertwined with our people. Its pros and cons are ours. It not only
provides employment opportunities to the people of Ernavur and Thiruvottriyur in
the surrounding villages. This institution has improved their livelihood. This
E.T.P.S. has a huge role in the advancement of this area today. There is
environmental impact in all sectors. Even the AC used in the house has the
disadvantage of heating the earth, so can we not use it? Similarly, employment,
which has its pros and cons, is important. That will improve the education and
lives of our people. Therefore, we request the Collector to start this thermal
power plant on the basis of 50 percent employment eligibility. I also request the
officials to build a chimney above 250 to 300 feet so that the ash discharged from
the plant does not affect the livelihood of the fishermen. Therefore, this company
is something that can benefit the people. We believe that 5000 people will get
direct employment. 25,000 to 30,000 people will get indirect employment. I
humbly request the Collector and the Pollution Control Officer to set up this

project so that the people are not affected. And he welcomed this project.

36.Thiru. Karthikeyan, Chennai:

No matter what welfare schemes the government introduces, there will
always be a group of people who oppose them. Currently, a thermal power plant is
already producing around 3300 megawatts. A study report has been submitted to
the National Green Tribunal regarding the waste discharge from this thermal power
plant. This report mentions the problems caused by this ash, both in the Ennore
estuary and in the air, affecting people's health and the soil. All these projects are
being introduced for the benefit of the people. However, every project has its pros
and cons. The existing thermal power plant is already causing problems here. When
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a new project is introduced, we should ensure that such mistakes do not happen

again and that job opportunities are created.

37.Thiru. D. M. Thaniyarasu, Chennai:

You can use electricity through the state solar project. The subsidy they are
giving is Rs. 10,000 for 35 square feet. But it costs 65 thousand to install it. If
you have seen it in our Chennai, Thiruvottriyur, Ennore is a fishing village that
can only eat and educate its children if they come after catching fish. You will
bring solar energy, electricity from wind power can only be brought gradually. Did
the sons of the soil say no to this Ennore? Give employment opportunities, we will
cooperate, we will provide employment to as many people as employment is

available, and this is a necessary thing to come, he said.

38.Thiru. K.P.Sankar, Chennai:
We should follow the law. This is a democratic country. When there was a

flood, ash settled in our Kosasthalai river. The depth of ash in the river, which
was previously 20 feet, is now only 3 feet. The government has allocated 24
crores for the cleaning of the Kosasthalai river. If this factory helps 5,000 people
survive, it will indirectly benefit around 20,000 people. Moreover, it will provide a
better quality of life for approximately 1,000 to 5,000 people. I request that the
first right be given to these people and the youth. If a factory comes up, 10
people might be affected, but 1000 people will benefit. Listening to the people's
opinion is about knowing the likes and dislikes of the people of this land.

Therefore, I hope the government will come up with a good decision.

39.Thiru, Prashanth, Chennai:
The children here are at high risk of cancer. Our question is in advance as to

what condition the children here will be in. Similarly, this government is taking
many efforts to protect themselves from climate change. This company, which
claims to protect the swamp, is dumping ash where the ash already being
dumped. We can prevent the possible flood damage but cannot prevent the fine
particles in the air. On that basis, he said that the youth should come forward to
stop this project.
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40. Advocate:
Today's edition of The Indian Express has an article about a man named

Kumaresan from our area. His son has passed away, and his third son has a
developmental disability. Similarly, another person in the same article mentioned
that their seven-year-old daughter is affected. Cancer rates are high here due to
the abundance of toxic industries in North Chennai. All political parties, retired
judges, and social activists are opposing this project. If you go to sepauk once,
you will understand the people's plight and shed tears. I am recording this now. If
you think you will go ahead with this project despite all this, then go ahead. But

remember, we opposed it then, we oppose it now, and we will always oppose it.

41.Thiru. Karthikeyan, Thiruvottriyur:
They keep talking about providing job opportunities for everyone, but they

are treating us like slaves. Look at Ashok Leyland or any other industry; it's
always people from the northern states who are working there. When you say
you'll create jobs, do you mean government jobs? We don't need this project. We
don't need a thermal power plant. I request that you explore alternative energy
sources. Instead of giving us contract-based work, I demand that permanent
government jobs be given to the local people. Furthermore, I urge you to

consider alternative energy sources.

42.Thiru. Kumar, Chennai:
I have come to express my views regarding the Environmental Impact

Assessment. All the Environmental Impact Assessment studies are available only in
English. As per page 10 of the terms of reference, the Environmental Impact
Assessment report should also be available in Tamil. According to Appendix 3 of the
EIA Notification 2006, it is incomplete. The Pollution Control Board has only
provided information in English, making it difficult for everyone to understand.
Therefore, the purpose of providing this Environmental Impact Assessment and
terms of reference is not being fulfilled. The validity of the Environmental Impact
Assessment and terms of reference is only for 3 years. They have not been revised

or clarified. Furthermore, the Environmental Impact Assessment does not include
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an explanation of the Clean Development Mechanism. Project Idea, Note, Project
Concept Note, Project Design Note, CRZ, Cumulative Impact Assessment, and its
impact are not mentioned. There is no information on the full details of the
Environmental Impact Assessment studies conducted within a 10 km radius of
existing and upcoming establishments. The consultant has not conducted studies on
the Project site as per paragraph 12 of page 3 of the terms of reference. Validity
Extension has not been obtained through the Ministry of Forest and Climate Change
by obtaining a recommendation from the Expert Appraisal Committee and
conducting Public Consultation. The Environmental Impact Assessment is
completely erroneous and contains inconsistent information. Therefore, he stated
that this report should be suspended. There is no information on Biodiversity,
Hydrology Studies, Existing studies, and occupational studies. Furthermore, the
details of the annual Compliance report of PCB, MOEFCC are not included in the
Environmental Impact Assessment studies. CRZ 1992 stated that industries should
be located 500 meters away. However, according to the new Notification, it is
located in the CRZ Zone. This is not mentioned in the Environmental Impact
Assessment Study. Therefore, he stated that this public hearing should be
postponed. He further stated that a new Environmental Impact Assessment Study
should be conducted, evaluated, and then the public hearing should be held.

43.Thiru. Tamil, Kattukuppam:

We don't want this Thermal station. My brother's son died due to the Ennore
factories here. Those who supported this station since this morning will go in
search of a hospital in the evening. When the District Collector went to the
hospital on the way, look how many mothers are there with their babies suffered.
He also said that instead of bringing factories, bringing an IT park will not harm

the environment and will provide employment.
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Finally, the Joint Chief Environmental Engineer closed the meeting by
thanking all the public who attended the meeting and registered their opinions.

District Environmental Engineer, District Collector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Chennai District.
Manali.
Enclosures:

1. Attendance register of those who participated in the public hearing
meeting.

2. The Video recording of the proceedings during the public hearing
(Pendrive).

3. Petitions received from Public.
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