MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING HELD ON 22.11.2024 @
11.00 AM AT SRI SAKTHI WEDDING HALL, KAVANUR ROAD, THIMIRI,
RANIPET DISTRICT FOR PROPOSED STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRYING
IN AN AREA OF 4.04.50 HECTARES BY DHANA BLUE METAL IN FIELD
NOS.-361/1A, 361/2A2, 361/2B1, 366/1, 366/2, 366/3, 366/4, 366/5,
367/1, 367/2, 367/3A, 367/3B, 367/3C AND 367/4. OF NAMBARAI
VILLAGE, ARCOT TALUK, RANIPET DISTRICT

Present:
| 1. Dr. J.U. Chandrakala District Collector
Ranipet district
2. Thiru G. Ravichandran, District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Ranipet District
3.Tmt. S. Bakiyalakshmi Arcot Tahsildar
Ranipet district
4. Thiru. J. Ananth Assistant Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Ranipet district
And project proponent and the public of 102 numbers (Attendants records
is attached)

Introduction:

Public Relation Officer

A public hearing meeting is currently being held under the
chairmanship of the District Collector regarding the proposed ordinary stone
and gravel quarry in the village of Nambarai. The Environmental Engineer of
the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board will inform the public about the
agenda of the Meeting.
The District Collector will listen to the views and grievances of the public and
send the views of the public to the Government. Therefore, I request all the
public to cooperate with this public hearing meeting and make it a successful
one. The District Environmental Engineer will now address the meeting.

District Environmental Engineer, Ranipet



District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Ranipet welcomed the District Collector who is conducting the
meeting, the Government Department officials, Police officers, Press,
Businessmen, and all the public who have came to express their views in the
public hearing.

He also explained about the Environment Impact Assessment
Notifications, 2006 issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, and the public hearing meeting.

Dhana Blue Metals Stone Quarry at S.F. No. 361/1A, 361/2A2,
361/2B1, 366/1, 366/2, 366/3, 366/4, 366/5, 367/1, 367/2, 367/3A,
367/3B, 367/3C and 367/4, Arcot Taluk Ranipet District is proposed in an
area of 4.04.50 hectares for Rough Stone and Gravel quarrying. The unit has
applied to the Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (EIAA) for
obtaining prior clearance and has prepared an Environmental Impact
Assessment report as per the guidelines of the Commission, he added. The
District Environmental Engineer informed that a press release was published
in the Dhinathandhi Tamil News Paper and Indian Express English
Newspapers on the 16th of last month regarding the meeting being held to
elicit public comments as part of the process of obtaining environmental
clearance. In continuation of this, a public hearing is being conducted under
the Chairmanship of the District Collector.

The District Environmental Engineer said that during the meeting,
the industry would explain the proposed project, its benefits, effects and
preventive / control measures through a video. Thereafter, the public can
share their opinions and doubts regarding the project One by one. Further he
asked the public to mention their name, their father's name and their
hometown and record their views clearly.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that the entire meeting
of the public hearing would be videographed and sent to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority SEIAA for obtaining prior
environmental clearance. The District Environmental Engineer politely
requested the District Collector to preside over the public hearing.

District Collector Ranipet District :



The Ranipet District Collector said that the unit had applied for prior
environmental clearance for Dhana Blue Metal quarry in Nambarai village.
She said, that public hearing is necessary as per the Environment Protection
Act and the opinion of the people of this village where the quarry is to take
place and the public opinion of neighbouring village is very important. The
District Collector then briefed about this project.

The District Collector said that, the environmental impact of the
quarry and the steps to be taken to protect it and the activities to be taken up
under CSR in the surrounding villages have been given in the EIA report and
the meeting has been organized for the public to give their views on this. She
opened the meeting by asking the public to give their views in the form of
petitions and said that these views would be sent to the government.

Before commencing the meeting, the District Collector distributed yellow bags
to the public to encourage them to use manjappai bag once thrown away and
to encourage them to use it again.

Later, the Project Consultant explained the project to the public
through Power PowerPoint presentation as follows:

Dhana Blue Metals, has proposed to carry out quarrying in an area of
4.04.5 Hectare in Namrai Village, Arcot Taluk, Ranipet District. She told that
the total quarrying period is 10 years and in the first five years, 3,71,750 cubic
metres of ordinary stone and 50,034 cubic metres of gravel will be produced
and in the next five years 37575 cubic meter will be produced. Further she
displayed the year-wise production plan, Certificate obstained from Assistant
Director of geology and mining department, Ranipet district and details of
other quarries within a radius of 500 metres.

Dhana Blue Metals said they have obtained details of other features
within a radius of 300 metres from the village administrative officer, mining
plan approval, She said that the leased area is patta land and as per the
precise communication letter condition of the satellite and surface plan, a
safety distance of 7.5 metres has been provided for patta lands adjacent to
patta quarry lands and 10 metres for government lands and 50 metres for

the stream on the western side and the map has been approved.



The nearest village is Mohanavaram 0.41 km south-west, the nearest
town Arcot is located 9.56 km northeast and the nearest road is State
Highway SH 129 which is about 3 km to the west of Kavanur area and the
land use is currently Non-Planned Area. And during the quarry period total
2023 Trees will be planted. The site will be cleaned and levelled first and then
drilled and the stones will be blasted and the blasted stones will be
transported by truck to the end users. Samples were collected from six
locations to ascertain the characteristics of water, sound and soil within a
radius of 10 kms. She also said that all the results of the study were in
accordance with government standards. '

Finally, she concluded her vote of thanks by saying that the project
would provide employment to 30 local people, Rs 501.5 lakh would be spent
on the environmental management plan and Rs 10 lakh would be spent
through CER for the development of a nearby government school.

Following this, the public in the meeting started expressing their
views. They are as follows.

1) Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayanan, Anaimallur

All the surrounding villages including Durgam, Nammarai,
Mohanavaram, Anaimalai, Melnaickenpalayam, Kavanur and Padi are the
worst affected. They are very, very badly affected.

My question is how do you set up another stone quarry here? How
does the government come and propose this? This world is not a place to come
and live for human, but also for the creatures of this world, the birds and
animals.

Many men, animals and birds are being persecuted, and the foxes,
~ birds and lizards that lived on this mountain are no more. It is true that
human beings are now in a bad position for their livelihood. The project to set
up this new stone quarry is the biggest betrayal that can be done to humans.
In the villages around the Anaimallur hills, the groundwater is going down
downstream. Ask all the people here, what colour is the water they drink,
that water is white in color because 15 years ago the water was at 10 feet and
now it is 400 feet down. Because these stone quarriers set up giant bores and

extract thousands and lakhs of water. Groundwater has gone down for



agriculture and drinking, and has reached the rock. People here drink water
mixed with lime, ask if it is true. So you only have to accept what people say.
I strongly condemn this project if it has to be implemented by affecting
thousand of people so that an individual can grow in this society. Similarly a
meeting was held in 2021 and in that meeting I gave my petitions and I do
not know what the status of those petitions is he said.

2) Mrs. Selvi, Mohanavaram Village.

I am an illiterate, I am telling the Collector Amma, the operation of a
quarry on the mountain above itself is causing shock, then consider the extent
of the damage that will be caused if you allow a quarry to be operate
underground. You must show the way for this. We have come here considering
you as God.

3) Mr. Mohanavaram village, Resident

Our Mohanavaram has been completely affected. Now the soil has
become very bad. All the soil from the quarry is deposited here, even if the
crop is planted, it is affected, how are we to live there? Come and see how our
town is, there are cracks in all the houses, you have to come and see in
person. Give poison for all of us and run a quarry, we will be happy.

4) Mrs. Selvi, Mohanavaram Village.

We have built a house on debt and now it is full of cracks. Why should
someone destroys entire families to survive? Everyone is afraid to speak up.
You are the one who should show the way.

5) Mr. Sukumaran, Kirupanandam, Mohanavaram Village.

I am farming there, so far you have given permission to set up a quarry
only on the mountain, and there is no limit to that, the quarry is going on all
night with a JCB machine. Well, if you see that the quarry is going on in the
mountain, now you are going to give permission to take a quarry
underground. How deep will it go? If you give permission for a quarry, do you
follow up and observe how much quarry it should take? No, now they take ten
meters a day, 20 meters a month, can you set a limit? If you give them 10
meters, they will take 15 meters. Everyone here is a farmer, everyone has

made borewells for farming. If this water level goes down tomorrow, where will



the farmers go? Will you give us our livelihood? You give us our livelihood and

set up a quarry, let this town become a barren land and a graveyard.

6) Mrs. Kalaiselvi, Punyakodi.

This quarry has been in operation for 15 years and has caused a lot
of damage. Due to this, natural resources are being destroyed, and even more
will be destroyed. It is affecting our mental health a lot. There is always noise.
They are breaking stones all the time. At the same time, the noise of
explosions is enough to kill livestock and humans. The livestock cannot able
to breed. This is causing a lot of problems. Students, livestock, humans,
environment, plants, everything is being affected. So I beg you, we don't want
this quarry.

7) Mr. Selvaganesan, Thachinamurthy, Mohanavaram Village.

The entire people are opposing the establishment of a quarry in this
village. We do not want a quarry in our village. They say that this quarry will
provide employment opportunities, but so far no one from Mohanavaram
village has worked there. Even if someone from the village goes and asks for
help, they refuse to do so. Even if they ask for a festival donation, they will
not give it, and even if they do, they keep showing it off. The environment is
being severely affected, there is no way for pollination to take place. Not a
single coconut has grown on the coconut trees. The dust from the quarry
settles on the coconut trees and prevents bees from visiting, due to which the
coconuts do not grow properly. The entire Mohanavaram village is covered in
dust and agriculture is not thriving properly, where 35 bags of paddy should
have grown, there is lesser yield. It was then that the song "Mohanavaram is
a beautiful village" came out, but now it is a Graveyard. We don't need the
income from this quarry for the panchayat either, it is operating somewhere
and the income goes to some panchayat. The cow is not able to breed enough.
There is a situation where we have to sell all the cattle. The whole village is
covered in dust and the situation is very bad. Please don't let this quarry to
operate.

8) Environmental activist.



As an environmental activist, I greet all of you present in the
assembly. I respect your culture and customs. I agree with your point of view
and accept your demands. I request the government officials to immediately
allocate additional funds and adopt this village for its sustainable
development and infrastructure development.

I recommend to the officials and villagers here that you should
increase greenery, plant trees, grow trees, create dense forests, protect plants
with medicinal properties. Please get help from the officials for this project.
This action prevents respiratory problems and lung problems. In this
situation, trees should be planted, these trees will bring many benefits to
humans. The government has banned this tree, so in this situation, do not
just ban plastic carry bags, but also create rainwater harvesting tanks. About
three crore liters of rainwater comes in this area every year, let's use it
properly and create rainwater harvesting tanks in all houses. Not a single
drop of water should be wasted. Use rainwater in offices, houses etc. Also, in
villages, rainwater should be prevented from being wasted through rainwater
canals and returned to rainwater harvesting tanks and groundwater should
be used more. Due to this approach, there will be no problem of water
shortage, support for this approach is very important, the government should
help in this immediately.

Also, this administration should identify the people below the poverty
line and run special schemes for employment, self-employment schemes for
women, health schemes, and fulfill the needs of the villagers. Do your part
and fulfill your duty for the development of this village. This help will not cost
you anything. Building the trust of these rural people will give sustainable
development. People have considered trees as God, and it should be ensured
that CSR corporate and TMS district funds go only to the people of this area.
9) Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayanan, Anaimallur

Stones are being grinded in the quarry and all its dust is mixed with
the air. The pH level of fresh air should be between 5 and 6, and 7 to 8 is the
level of ph that humans can breathe. It is not yet known whether the ph level
of the air is within this range today. Next, each of these tipper trucks is as big

as a train compartment, who gave permission to these tipper trucks of such



a large size? Heavy vehicles are not allowed to ply on this road. These are rural
roads. As these tipper trucks ply on the roads, the roads are quickly damaged,
people are unable to drive, school children are unable to cycle, and the dust
gets into their eyes and a very bad situation is created. Many people have
fallen down, many have died after being hit by these tipper trucks. There is
no need for us to risk our lives to give this to them. This mountain is mainly
the identity of our village. Durugam means Durugam's mountain,
Aanaiyamallur means Aanaiyamallur mountain, Karadimalai means Kavanur
mountain, and so on. Destroying the identity of the village is equivalent to
taking my life. Another thing is that this mountain used to provide rain by
blocking the cold wind, but now since this mountain has been razed to the
ground, there is no rain at all. The rain that falls on the mountain flows down
and stays in the lakes, the wells are filled, agriculture increases, and when
agriculture increases, employment increases, and if employment
opportunities increase, people will be happy. They will not go to hardship. The
government must definitely take care of such things.

Next, since the land was polluted there is no place for the cattle and
sheep to graze, and the dust from the quarry is everywhere. How will the cattle
and sheep eat? They give free cattle and sheep, but where will they graze ? I
would like to record again and again that this quarry is causing various
diseases such as respiratory problems, skin irritation, dizziness, vomiting,
etc. I would also like to submit my final request to the esteemed District
Collector, this is a project that should be completely rejected, and if you try
to implement this again and again, I inform you that this will go to the

authorities above you and the courts above you.

10) Mrs. Jayanthi, Mohanavaram Village.

There is that mountain, if we see it from Thimiri, we will recognize it
as Mohanavaram village when we are coming in Ranipet bridge. Even an
illiterate person could see that mountain and know it as Mohanavaram , now
it has reached a situation where it is likely to be destroyed. Next, there is no
place for cattle to graze, and even if they graze like that it will not be

permanent. By 4 pm when the explosion occurs, every house vibrates a lot,



leaving cracks and it is very difficult for people. The cattles are not able to
graze, there is water scarcity, and farmers are mainly affected. Please try to
prevent this quarry from establishing. We depend on goat and cattle farming,
without which we cannot survive even if we go to the countryside. There is no
bus facility, if women want to go, they have to cross eight kilometers and come
to Thimiri. Agriculture is our main job, if this agriculture is destroyed, we will
have to vacate the village. Please try to prevent this quarry from establishing..
11) Mr. Subramani, Mohanavaram Village.

These quarry people are occupying the water catchment area and
water bodies, the water coming to our lake is not coming. Due to
encroachment of those water bodies, the water resources have decreased, so
please we don't want a quarry, our panchayat doesn't need income, we the
people just need to live well. Now there is a quarry in our village, they pay
business tax but it doesn't come to this panchayat, then why do we need that
quarry? Should the quarry be built destroying us? First the people, then the
tax, then the money, we don't need money, we just need to live in that place
peacefully without any noise. Now if they build a quarry underground, if there
is a borewell, the water will not come. Now even if it rains, that water will not
reach the lakes that go to the quarry. So please we don't need this quarry.
12) Resident of Mohanavaram, village.

I would like to express my gratitude and respect to the District
Collector who has organized this meeting this morning. This quarry has
devastated our village for about 13 to 14 years. The waste caused by this
quarry affects the cattle, goats, and other animals. There are six canals in the
mountain that should have provided water when it rains, but not a single
canal is there now. Therefore, it has been 20 years since water has come to
the village. The main reason for this is that the quarry was located in the
mountain, which has led to a severe shortage of drinking water. 90% of our
village is deep borewells. Now, if they dig a quarry up to four hundred feet
deep, the drinking water will not be clean, there will be no agriculture, and
nothing will be there. Rather than that, vacate our village and give it another
place, and operate a quarry in our village. If this continues again, we will stage

a huge protest, hand over our ration card and Aadhaar card to the District



Collector and we will vacate the village. We have no other choice, don't be the
reason for another drought. Please, even if you try to close the existing quarry,
don't try to open another quarry. In the village, they used to pick vegetables
from outside and cook, but now they can't even take anything from there
because the dust from the quarry is everywhere. Please, on behalf of our
village, listen to the people's demands and give us a good livelihood.

13) Mr. Kathiravan, Gajendran.

I am 500 meters away from where Dhana Machines is located. When
the explosion occurs, the houses were cracked and collapsed. My brother
raised some fishes in a fish pond and it died after a while. They said that it
was due to the pollution spread by the air due to the quarry. Now the fish
even in the pond are not clean either. The polluted water they used for
separating m-sand has flowed into our fields, and if we plant crops, there is
no clean crop. Earlier, we would pick the vegetables we needed for the house
from outside and cook them. Now, if we break and shake the drumstick
leaves, they just fall into dust, and the sound of the explosion causes high
blood pressure in people. They carry 40 to 50 tons of goods in tippers, and
they go very fast. Why do they have to carry so much? The road is not that
wide, why do they go so fast on a five-foot road? If they go like that, how
difficult it will be for the oncoming people. You should see this and make a
good decision. According to Human Resource this quarry should provide 33%
employment opportunities to the local people, but it does not seem that they
have provided such opportunities. They say that the money from the quarry
comes to the panchayat, but it is not known whether it is contributing to the
development of the village. You should look at this and make a good decision
for yourself.

14) Mr. Suresh, Janakiraman, Nambarai Village.

They said that this quarry will provide 10 lakhs for the development
of children. What will we do with this 10 lakh when there is no place for the
livelihood of children here? Four years ago, there was a huge riot in villages
like Nambarai, Buvanavaram, Sarkammedu due to water shortage. They
complained about this to the village offices and three borewells were

constructed, none of them worked. Finally, they dug a fourth borewell and



brought water from it. If individuals build a borewell, it lasts only for three
years at most. They have to spend money and dig a borewell again. Even if
they do that, it is not known how long it will last.

The noise from this quarry causes miscarriages in women. What is
the point of destroying all the existing trees and planting new trees? Many
people who say that this quarry should not be built are at work today. You
are holding this public hearing meeting at that time. If you keep it in a holiday,
this hall is not enough, It should be held in a bigger ground. Efforts are being
made by the government to expand the lakes. If you dig ditches for draining,
they will close again in a week due to the dust coming out of this quarry. All
the money spent on this is going in vain. Most of the people gathered here are
from Anamallur villages. The people around the quarry are the victims. You
say that the place where the quarry is to be built is barren land, but many
years ago, a well was built there and electricity was provided and agriculture
is being done there. No matter how much we express our grievances, the
decision is in your hands. Even though we opposed the quarry that was built
before, they gave permission for it. This should not happen this tim. You
should take into account the demands of those who spoke there, not all of
them are individuals. They came to speak in support of the town.

15) Resident of Mohanavaram village.

My land is located close to Dhana's land, and everyone here has told
us what difficulties we are facing. I don't know how to speak that much, so
we have expressed our concerns to you. Please consider it carefully and make
a good decision.

16) Resident of Mohanavaram village.

This public hearing should not turn into an eyewash. The canals
carrying water are filled with sand from the quarry and the water flows
through the houses. So it is our decision we do not need this quarry, it is in
your hands to end it like this or to make us block the road and do protest, so
please we don't want this quarry. Also, the drivers of the tipper trucks are not
even 18 years old and they are driving at a speed of almost a hundred
kilometers per hour, raising dust. No one can go there in a vehicle. Just you

go on that road without wearing a helmet for once.



17) Mr. Thanigaivel, Mohanavaram Village.

The canals have been encroached upon, so water is flowing through
our houses like flood. The Tehsildar came and saw it, and since then I have
been filing a petition, but the canal has not been repaired yet. Now they have
asked the people from the lake project to repair it, but they have only uprooted
the plants and left. Even though it seems like water is coming now, later it
will also go to waste, so I request you to widen the canal properly using a JCB.
18) Mrs. S. Manjula, Selvaganesan, Mohanavaram village.

This quarry has been here for 15 years. The house is shaking due to
explosions in quarry. Please travel some day from Thimiri to Mohanavaram
and see how that dust settles on your vehicles. Please don’t allow this quarry
to establish.

19) Mrs. Saritha, Mohanavaram Village.

It is very difficult for school and college children to go to school and
college every day, there is only dust. Please somehow prevent this quarry from
establishing.

20) Resident of Mohanavaram village.

I request your permission to say a few words on behalf of our people
to our esteemed District Collector, other Revenue Department officials and
Mineral Resources Department officials who are conducting a public hearing
meeting for the establishment of a quarry in the village of Nambarai.

"e_pgicior(l ampeun@r ampeumi whmesGrdembd G&TRGIcT([H SlesT
@sovoaumi" In these four villages, Nambarai, Mohanavaram , Padi, and
Sarkapuram there are only a few government officials. All the people depend
on agriculture, and generally, even if a drop of water falls on our earth, it will
reach the ground. There were 400 families in our ancestral land, but today
there are only 200 families. Many of them have gone to Chennai and
Bangalore. Those who live here protect themselves by cultivating crops. In
Mohanavaram , bullock carts do not come after 5 pm because they say it is a
place where foxes live. Even such people are now doing agriculture. Every
house has four goats, four cows, and no one owns more than half a plot of
land. Now they have set up a quarry on that agricultural land. They asked for

a place to sit, they asked for a place to stand, now they are stretching and



laying, we gave permission to set up a quarry, now they say they want another
one. At 5 pm, any of the officials come and see, I know how scared I am by
the sound of the explosions that done in night. If you look at that hill, you
can't see the hill from 3 pm to Varakoorpattinam Hill. The reason for this is

the smoke that comes after that explosion. This is in everyone's heart.
. Like seofl cp@paund@ 2 cwiallébemen erdimmey Shs =sdHSHlemeor
SPl5SHGamb We have been living on what we have grown on our

agricultural land for so long. Take a look at the list of municipalities in Tamil
Nadu. They have not even provided basic assistance to our panchayat. I got
permission from the government officials to build an overhead water tank in
our village when [ worked in Ranipet. If you kindly go on this road from
Uppupettai to Mummurthy now, you should know what so many people said.
Every night, JCBs keep breaking stones on the mountain, no one gets any
sleep. One day, they say there was a medical camp, they say there was
environmental protection, basically it is like drawing a picture without walls.
There are trucks from here to send loads to Bangalore and Mysore, I would
say that Yemen is coming in front of me every day, that truck will be like that.
Officers should go and see that road for a day, stay in our village for a night
and see what noise is heard at night. Don't darken a thousand lights by
lighting one lamp. I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak, Jai
Hind.

21) Resident of Mohanavaram village.

I would like to thank the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the
District Collector for arranging this meeting. The people present here have
spoken about the sufferings and sorrows that we have been experiencing for
the past 15 years. All those present here have not spoken in words but have
spoken about their pain and livelihood. You have brought this project as if
pouring oil on the burning fire while we have been suffering for the past 15
years without knowing the way out. That is, you are saying that this project
is coming, for this, the government is going to plant so many trees, allocate
so much money to your panchayat, and your panchayat is going to develop
so much. How does this feel to us? It is like asking us farmers to cut off our

own hands to eat for our hunger.



We expressed our words and pains in the previous quarry meeting,
but no solution has been found. That is why our demands are being diluted.
Secondly, we are very scared because we are very economically backward
people. Thirdly, this meeting is being held now, but with no other option, 100
to 150 people of our village are working in the lake for their livelihood. There
are almost 500 houses in our panchayat, there are a thousand cows, there is
a thousand acres of agricultural land, everything has been affected by the
explosives they have been detonating for the last 15 years, cracks are
appearing in the houses, agricultural lands are being affected. You know how
difficult it is for a poor person to build a house, even if he takes a loan and
builds a house, now due to the establishment of this quarry, cracks are
appearing and affecting it.

Secondly, skin diseases and respiratory problems are caused by this
dust. The drinking water has become polluted. We have no other choice but
to drink this water and our agricultural cultivation has reduced by half and
we cannot produce as much as before. We are poor and we are only cooking
by breaking drumstick leaves, which we have now wasted. We do not know if
they are doing this for our livelihood. Pregnant women and cows have been
affected a lot by the explosions they are making. Also, rain is very important
for agriculture, as Sir said, there is a suspicion that the smoke coming from
this quarry is dispersing the clouds, which is preventing rain. The rain has
decreased a lot here for five years. Bees are very important for farmers, and
millions of plants have been wasted due to the bees not being able to pollinate.
The groundwater level is decreasing very fast because of them. If permission
is given to build an underground quarry to a depth of 150 feet on top of this,
where will we go? We are farming using a deep well, and while we are doing
so, the vibration of the explosion diverts the flow of water, causing great harm
to the farmers.

What will become to the livelihood of those who have taken loans for
borewells ? There are temples near the mountain where our ancestors
worship, but we cannot even go to that temple in peace. The noise of dust and
explosions is very high near the temples. We hear a lot of noise at night, we

cannot sleep properly, we are mentally distressed. Our roads have been



damaged a lot. We have already fought through the Gram Sabha meeting and
our people's representatives have taken it to the attention of the Chief
Minister, but there is no solution. Please, the Honorable District Collector
should take appropriate action in this regard.

22 ) Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayanan, Anaimallur

Our grandfather saw the whole mountain and had a good relationship
with it, but in my time I only see half of the mountain. When my children
come, that mountain will not exist. Someone here said that we will grow trees,
we will do a green revolution, but we cut a. tree in one place, after cutting it,
we plant another tree in that place, and it grows again. Similarly, we have cut
a mountain, how are you going to fill that place? How are you going to make
the cut place grow? This mountain was created when the world was created.
This mountain is the symbol of this world. If this symbol is not there, this
world does not exist. Today, NASA is going to other planets to see if there is a
place for humans to live, but there is no place anywhere. Land, water, air are
all available only on this earth. I am not speaking only for myself, I am
speaking on behalf of everyone here.

A person can live without a car or a bike, but he cannot live a day
without food. This is basic, this is human philosophy. What are you going to
do in this world if you waste all this land, water and air that [ have? Why are
you living? What are you going to do by collecting money? You are not able to
live healthily and freely while you are living. This matter is moving very badly.
The District Collector should consider this and point this out to the Honorable
Chief Minister and action should be taken through him.

They say that, we provide employment opportunities. Our work
depends on land, water and air. We do agriculture. We plant crops. We
cultivate. What employment opportunities are you going to give us? They say
that this quarry has a total area of 404.50 hectares, 3,71,250 cubic meters
and a circumference of 50,304 cubic meters. They say that they are going to
use this mountain for a quarry. Now that it has been fully used, how are you
going to give it back to us? Another thing is that this mountain cannot be
restored in our lifetime. I request this government to discard the decision to

acquire this mountain and to abandon the auction, by repeatedly and



forcefully stating that man and mountain are one and the same, man can only
be destroyed once, and similarly, the mountain can only be destroyed once.
22) Mr. Ragothaman Anaimallur.

Like building temples and houses, he is building a stone quarry on
his place. They say they don't want this.

23) Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayanan, Anaimallur

Our elected representatives have betrayed us and unanimously
approved this quarry in the village council. This is a betrayal
24) Resident of Mogamavaram Village

The additional impact is that their aim is to drive ten loads from
Karadi Hill in a day. That road is getting destroyed. They say it is a barren
land, but it became barren land only after this quarry came. Before this, it
was agricultural land. They say that we are spending 10 lakhs, we do not need
it, we only need a clean environment. The District Collector must consider
and close those two quarries on that mountain. We do not need employment;
we have enough food. Those who are sitting in the office may not care about
the crop, but we care about the crop, we are raising it like a baby.

They say that Ammi also moves in the wind of the Aadi wind, and
similarly, when this wind blows, the dust from it falls on the food we eat at
home. Do you have to put soil in our food to survive? If you are creating this
situation, then why do people’s opinions matter? You are dealing with big
business, what is the point of giving us a little bit of the income you can earn
by investing a lot of money? I went to Sarathi Jalli Machines in 2021 and
said, Please put up a 20 feet pipe like a sprinkler to control the dust and they
said in a bad manner that this engineer came to teach us. Although it is
clarified that this situation is for these people, the current authorities are not
in the mood to listen to it. If you consider this problem related to life and
please close these two quarries, we have no other god than you, we are ready
to build a temple and worship you. It is the demand of the people of our
villages like Padi, Nambarai, Mohanavaram , Aanaimallur, and Sarakkamedu
that these two stone quarries should be closed down. Therefore, I request you
to reconsider and stop this quarry.

25) Environmental Activist



In this meeting, people from the village around here are voicing their
grievances. When asked whether this is confined to Nambarai village in
Ranipet district, people in Anandalai and Ayilam villages are already shedding
tears of blood. The people of Anaimallur, a village near Nambarai village,
where quarries are already going on, are saying that agriculture has been
destroyed. If the quarries that are already violating the rules are inspected
and the penalty is imposed for those violations, the money from that quarry
will now come to the government several hundred times more than what it is
getting from this quarry. Why should new quarries be identified and a public
hearing should be held without leviying penalty for the violation of the rules
of the old quarries.

You have said that you will construct a quarry in an area of four hectares, but
the Pollution Control Board website says in the Environmental Impact Report
(EIA) that it is not 4 hectare and orders have been issued for 18 hectares (44
acres) nearby.Which is true? He asked for an explanation.

The District Environmental Engineer of the Pollution Control Board explained
that the public hearing will be held today is only for an area of four hectares
and the views of environmentalists and the public will be recorded and
communicated to the Commission today.

Environmental Activist

These people have now said that there is a fetal vibration in the womb,
these recordings have already been recorded in the public hearing held in
Ananthadai village. It's the same problem with everything. Human beings may
express their grievances, but other creatures and cows are also affected. This
is a curse. Everyone is watching this. They are fooling everyone by holding a
public hearing.

Instead of fooling the people and holding such a meeting, inspect the
quarries that have already been given permission to quarry whether they are
quarrying stones only at the permitted level and impose fines on those who
have mined excessively. The income from it will be several hundred times
more than the income from this quarry. Don't destroy this world. The hill in
Anandalai village is a 400-acre hill, half of which is now missing. In 2015,

the Revenue Divisional Officer inspected the hill and imposed a fine of Rs 49



crore. But the quarry owners did not pay the fine. Don't make new taxes and
destroy people. As my friend said, NASA is studying whether extraterrestrial
life is conducive to human habitation. It is foolish to study whether humans
can live in another world than the existing one. This public hearing is for your
new demand But people say they are suffering from the quarries already
located. Therefore, I request you to inspect the existing quarries, see how
much permission has been given, how much has been mined, and then
conduct a public hearing on the new quarry.

26) Mr. Jaya Prakash Narayanan, Anaimallur

This public hearing was not properly informed to the people. Why not
conduct it on a holiday? Today, many people who need to speak and express
their concerns could not come. The reason is that it is being conducted
secretly. Where did you advertise? Did you come to every panchayat and
announce it? Did you tell them? No. Why this announcement in such a short
time? You should be advertised in a proper manner, the things you can do
should reach the people. You are coming from a green tribunal, a land is so
polluted, human livelihood is so affected, you should consider that and you
should not leave it and pave the way for individual income.

27) Mr. Selvaganesan

He asked the people present at the meeting to raise their hands and
raised slogans whether they wanted a quarry or not. About 30 to 40 people
raised their hands not to quarry.

Following this, the District Environmental Engineer informed that the
meeting was concluded as no one from the public came forward to comment.
He thanked the participants of the public hearing meeting and said that the
public hearing report would be sent to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) along with the written pettitions. Following
this, as there were no questions from the public, the District Collector and

the District Environmental Engineer concluded the public hearing meeting.
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