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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Minutes of the Public Hearing meeting of M/s. P. Devaraj Rough Stone z_md Gravel
Quarry located at SF. No.104/1, 104/2A(P), 104/2B1(P), 105/1A(P), & 105/2 of Kuppam

Yillage, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District over an extent of 2.27.5 Hectares held on
22.11.2023 at Murugan Marriage Hall, No, 198/1, Atthipalayam Road, Kuppam Village,

Pugalur Taluk, Karur District,

Participants

1. Thiru. M.Kannan,
District Revenue officer,
Karur,
2. Er.D.Jeyalakshmi,
District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB, Karur.
‘3. Public — As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer, in her welcome address on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, welcomed all the Participants to
attend the Public hearing Meeting. Also, M/s. P. Devaraj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry had
applied to conduct a public hearing meeting regarding the quarry operation, According to the
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006, Hearing of public opinion for the
above projects has been made mandatory. So the public hearing meeting is being held today.
In this regard, an advertisement has already been published in Dinathanthi Tamil Newspaper
dated 28.09.2023, and The New Indian Express English newspaper dated 28.09.2023, and
copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment report related to this project have been
placed in the District Collector's Office, District Industrial Centre, and Panchayat Union
Office, etc one month before for public reference. She also informed that public

announcements about the meeting were made through loudspeakers, distribution of notice,



and posters on 20.11.2023, in Kuppam and surrounding Villages. She also informed that th"é
summary report in Tamil and English related to the said project has also been uploaded on the
website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for public viewing, Then she asked the
District Revenue Officer to preside over the meeting,

District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the
Participant to the public hearing meeting, M/s. P. Devaraj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry
located at S.F.No. 104/1, 104/2A(P), 104/2B1(P), 105/1A(P) & 105/2 of Kuppam Village,
Pugalur Taluk, Karur District over an extent of 2.27.5 Hectares has come for public hearing
meetings and being conducted as per government guidelines. He also said that the
information related to the project has already been uploaded to the websites. He then asked
the general public to express their views clearly and concisely, without any hesitation. He
informed that all the opinions of the public participating in this meeting will be forwarded to
the government without any discrimination. He also said that the project consultants of the
company are currently going to explain the information related to this project to public.

Environmental Consultant, Geo Technical and Mining Solutions:

He said that all departmental Government officials including District Revenue officer
and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and Police officers are
welcomed to participate in this public hearing meeting. He explained the details of the
proposed project as follows.

I. Details of the project site
An introduction to Quarry Project
Accurate Contact Letter and Quarry Plan
500 meter radius satellite photo
Details of proposed quarries within 500 meters radius
Details of existing and obsolete quarries within 500 meters radius
Satellite photograph of project site
Photograph of project site
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14. Soil environment
15. Soil test resuits
16. Water environment
17. Topographic map showing locations where water quality has been studied
18. Results of water quality survey
19. Climate
20. Topographic map showing locations of air quality monitoring
21. Results of air quality survey
22, Map of wind direction
23. Sound environment ‘
24. Topographical map showing locations where sound levels were SILlrveyed
25. Results of volume study ‘
26. Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures
27 Anticipated Water Environment Impacts and Mitigation Measures
28. Anticipated Air Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures
29. Anticipated Noise Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures
30. Water sprinkling on roads
31. Construction of green wall
32. Environmental Management Plan
33. Occupational Health and Safety
34, Benefits of the Scheme
35. Conclusion
District Environmental Engineer:
She asked the public to register their name and address and give their opinion on the
project accordingly. '
1. Mr.Shanmugam, Movement against Illegal Quarry, Karur:
Karur District, Pugalur Taluk, Kuppam Village SF No. 104/1, 104/2A, 104/2B-1, 105/1A
Area, and 105/2 are presided over by the District Revenue Officer and the District

Environment Engineer. My salutations to the Engineer and to all present here. This is a
Public Hearing on how we will address the Environmental impact of a quarry, But if the
public wants to express their views here, Tamil Nadu has to provide all the documents to the
public as per Minor Mineral Concession Rules. The Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession

Rules require a report to be attached to 45 types of documents for the hearing. But, only 10



(.
types of documents are attached here. Remaining 35 types of documents are not attached.

Because if 35 types of documents are attached, the public will know that what violations
there are in this Quarry because of the reasons that the opposition will increase, these
documents have not been attached in the 50 to 60 hearings held so far. What we keep saying
in every meeting is that all the documents should be attached and then a hearing should be
held. But those documents are not attached, only these 10 types of documents are attached
and hearings are held. How the public can express their views in the public hearing with these
10 types of documents.

If a quarry is to be started, the meeting is held here to give a concept on how the
quarry owners will address the land environment, water environment and socio-economic
environment affected by the quarry. Public can register their views and express opinion only
if all the documents are given, But only 10 types of documents are attached here. In other
words, if the Government officials do not give the documents they are supposed to give, the
documents are not given beeause they will be caught if they give the documents in the
Quarry's hearing. The following documents are attached. -

1. State Environmenta! Impact Assessment Authority’s TOR,

2. Assistant Director's letter regarding quarries within 500 meters radius.

3. Approved mining plan letter issued by the Assistant Director, AD Mines.

4, Mining plan given by the Assistant Director.

5. Memorandum regarding setting up of quarry is enclosed.

6. The field information regarding the location of the quarry, the "A" register details

and the contents received from the Village Administrative Officer are attached.

7. Field Map, Linkage Map, Indenture, Deed, Mineral Extraction Maps are attached
in the project area.

8. The agreement entered into with the Explosives Company is attached.

9. Houses, buildings and approved dwellings within 300 meters of the quarry site
and stream, high and low power lines, cemetery, roads, railway track and
petroleum within 500 meters of the quarry site related as per Government rules.

The affidavit of the Village Administrative Officer stating that Village roads within
50 meters, Archaeological and historical monuments within 1 km, there is no protected forest
area on the periphery, irrigation systems operated by Panchayat bodies and Water Drainage
Board and no drainage wells, irrigation schemes, bridges within 500 meters distance is not

attached. As well as report related to laboratory. We keep asking this. Two years ago they



wj’:re giving a report with a laboratory which was not in Namakkal District. The lab has been
missing for 4 years. Anbazagan, who was the head of the Xarur District Collector, sent a
letter to the District Environmental Engineer of Namakkal District to inquire about it and
submit a report. However, that detailed report has not been given till date. Moreover, the
study report was not given from where they studied all these water environment, air
environment, biological environment and soil environment. It will be known if the inspection
report is given. A statement of where they have been exalﬁined is not attached. If the
inspection report is given, it will be known where there is water pollution and air pollution.
So, they are not attached. Similarly, EIA Consultant Certificate is only attached. Also 10
types of documents are attached. Remaining 35 types of documents are not attached.

If a Quarry hearing is going to be held, a Al notice must first be given to the public of
the town. The Village Administrative Officer should record the comments made by the public
on the Al notice and prepare it as a report and attach it. But they are not attached. If a quarry
is established, the local authority should inspect the quarry and give a report. Neither is that
statement. Because if they gave all these reports, they would know that there are houses and
streams within a radius of 300 m. So, if all these are given, the local authority will be caught.
So they did not give. Similarly, the auditor's field audit report should be given. The field audit
report of the auditor is also not attached. Also, the field inspection report of the Geospatial
and Mining Officer should be attached.

That also not attached. Likewise, are there water bodies within a radius of 300
meters? A statement detailing the A letter from the Department of Archaeology should be
attached. Letter from Water and Drainage Board should be attached. All these kinds of
letters, if they have given all such statements that there is no irregularity around the quarry
that they are going to set up, any small mistake of this kind, there is no irregularity around the
quarry that we are going to set up as per section 36 (1) of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concession Act, 1959, then we can accept it. But due to the fact that no such report was
given, this quarry lost its eligibility to operate at the initial stage. Also, we continue to insist
that the consultation meeting for this Quarry should be cancelled. Also, we request that the
hearing meeting for Devaraj Quarry should be cancelled. However, public consultation is
going on. Based on this, the quarry has various violations as per the Tamil Nadu Minor
Mineral Concession Rules. Also, this quarry is already an operational quarry. If we look from
the top of the quarry, we will fell down. It is the most heavily mined quarry to that extent.

They say that they should cut at a distance of 25 feet. But they have cut along the village
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road. This will cause huge damage. This is an already operational quarry. The house is

located 300 meters from the field No. 187 in the north-west of the field where the quarry was
operated. The house is shown in the Revenue documents, Similarly, they have been living for
35 years in field no. 101, north of where the quarry is located. No quarrying is allowed there.
However, they continue to explode there. They say they Jeft their 1 1/2-year-old grandson at a
relative's house because he couldn't be safe in the area. If we continue to protest and complain
about this, they threaten us with death. In this way, due to this quarrying, there are various
impacts. We have been living in this area for 30, 40 years. We will not be able to live in this
area in future. They say that this quarry has affected our grandchildren to such an extent that
we cannot raise them. Likewise, there is a recognized house at a distance of 240 m north-east
from the North-East Punnam village. Government construction, two bridges have been built
near the quarry. The Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Act says that no mining permit
should be given unless there is construction by the Government. If anyone adheres to all this,
none of the quarry owners do. Government officials don't say that either. If that is the case,
then this consultation meeting cannot be held. But there are so many houses around this
quarry. There are housing plots. There are wells. There are waterways. Therefore, the
consultation meeting for Quarry is taking place by hiding such documents, It should contain
all the above documents. Therefore, it is our intention to cancel this hearing,

Apart from that, 2 pipelines leading to the Aravakurichi drinking water scheme are
laid adjacent to the quarry. Also, they are refusing to provide drinking water connection to
my field no.101. They say that if they give drinking water connection to that number, they
will not be able to give drinking water connection because this Quarry will be affected.
Similarly, they say that quarrying should be done by leaving a distance of 10 m from the
road. Please go and have a look. Can you go on that road? that. They have dug to a depth of
almost 100 meters to the extent that if you stand on top of the quarry and look down, you will
fall down. Also, even before the permission is obtained, the quarrying is in progress. Just go
there and see. Therefore, Tamil Nadu Government can pay off all the debt of the Government
only if all the mineral loot is found on a huge scale and tax is paid to the Government. Qarry
owners in Karur District are going to that extent. Mineral theft is taking place to such an
extent. If you look at this Kuppam village, more than 15, 20 quarries are operating illegally
even today. It is still running. Also, the 2 quarries nearby Shaktivel Quarry and Arunachalam
Quarry are not allowed around that quarry, But it js running. Who can hear this? We keep

telling the District Revenue Officer. Also, this quarry is operating illegally. Also, if you look



a;L the south side, west side and east side from the place where this quarry is going to be
located, they say that the quarry work should be done by leaving a gap of 10 meters. Does
that gap exist? If so, there is no such thing. Similarly, a high power tower is running at a
distance of 300 meters on the south side of the quarry field. Section 82 (3) of the Act of 1956
says: That said, there should be no high power towers within 300 meters of the quarry. But
the high power tower is just 300 meters away from this quarry. This quarry has various types
of violations, Therefore permission for this quarry should not be given for any reason. Please
tell me. Even falling on my feet I listen. Do visit the Sakthivel Quarry once while you are
there. No man in his conscience would give permission for that quarry.

Because there are so many violations in that quarry. Apart from that, more than 10, 15
quarries around it are extracting minerals in large quantities. This mineral looting must be
stopped. This is the duty of the Government. Duty of Government Officers. Therefore, I ask
the Government officials to do their duty and say that permission should not be given to this
quarry at any time and under any reason and thank you for the opportunity. He ended his
speech by saying Thanks.

2. My. 8. Balakrishnan, Communist Party of India, Northern City Secretary. Kuppam:

My greetings to all the Government officials and public. Panchayankotai is my
hometown. This Devarajquarry is functioning at a distance of 400 meters from my house. I
would like to state that ] have no objection to the operation of this quarry without any
correspondence to the owner of the quarry, the nearby residents and the farmers.

3. Mr.M. Lakshmi Kanthan, Youth Council, AIYFDistrict Secretary, Karur:

He greeted everyone. I would like to extend my warmest greetings to all the
Government officials and public who have attended this consultation meeting. The first thing
we blame is the officials who supervise these 2 quarries when they are operational. The
metrics set by the Government should be fully monitored. To be specific, it is not known
whether the person who can be the village administration Officer in this Kuppam village is
looking after the work of that administration? This village administration Officer is doing the
situation of waiting for hours even to get a complete signature. Similarly, I will make an
allegation before the District Revenue Officer that the Village Administrative Officer is not
doing his job properly to protect this village. [ request that all the quarries operating in this
area should be monitored and monitored in such a way that it can be done within the norms of

the Government, and I request that permission may be given to this Devaraj Quarry.



4. Mr.P. Kumar, KarurDistrict Manual Labor Association, Kuppam:

He greeted everyone. I give my full consent to the construction of this Devaraj Quarry.
The reason is that construction workers and stone breakers can get employment and people
are used to extract minor minerals, so 1 give my full support to grant license to this quarry.
Thank you.

5, Mr.M. Arunachalam, PunnamChatram:

I say that T have no objection to granting permission to Devaraj Quarry.

6. Mr. V. Thangarasu, Punnam Village:

He greeted everyone. I request that permission may be given to Mr. P. Devaraj Quarry,

7. Mr.K. Arasa Kumar, Antipatti:

Good morning to all Government officials. My house is near this quarry. Stones falling,
dust from quarries, etc. disturbs our house. We have an asthmatic patients in our house. There
are children. They all suffering psychologically. They say if you go to the quarry owners and
tell them that your quarry is affecting us, do whatever you can. I request you to take
appropriate action against them. This quarry should not be allowed. Thank you.

8. Mr.Kaliappan, Antipatti;

Devaraj Quarry should not be allowed,
9. Mr.Thangammal, Antipatti:

This quarry is near my house. 5 feet away. Stones are falling in the house. They explode
at any time. Couldn't stay at home. If asked, they come to fight and threaten. We have also
been patient. We tried to tell people and did not listen. I have a 1 1/2 year old child. On
hearing the sound of the explosion, Heart attack came and got scared. We are taking care of
the child at a relative's house when his health is not good. We do not say that don’t explode.
They explode at any time. They detonate at any time, 1 pm, 2 pm, I am. My mother has
asthma problem. They don't like that smoke. They are always lying down. That is our
position. We don't have the manpower either. No monetary power. This is our position. But
they threaten us with all their manpower and money. Even if we walk on the road, they do not
say that we are going to explode. There are goats, cows and agriculture, Blasting in the
quarry causes stone to fall on the house and on the farm. Goats and cows could not be fed.
The stone falls. If asked, let's put it that way. They threaten to Jeave the house. Therefore,
permission should not be given for this quarry. If that is the case, we will commit suicide by
falling into that quarry with our fa:ﬁily. The quarry should not be allowed. She ended his
speech by saying thank you.



10. Mr.M. Kulandhaivel, Antipatti ;
1 hereby declare that I have no objection to Devaraj Quarry.

11. Mr.Sakthivel, Antipatti:

I request you to give permission to Devaraj Quarry.

12. Mr. S. Karthikeyan, PunnamChatram:
I have no objection to giving permission to Devaraj Quarry.

13. Mr.P. Sundarraj, Noyvyal:
I have no objection to giving permission to Devaraj Quarry,
14. Mr. R. Vadivel, K. Paramathi:
On behalf of the Dravida Viduthalai Party to which I belong, 1 salute the District Revenue

Officer, the Engineer of the pollution contro! board and the people of all departments who are
visiting the hearing meeting of Devaraj Quarry conducted by the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board and the Tamil Nadu Government. At present, a lorry fell down at NTC Blue
Metal, which is operating in Kuppam village, and the driver died. This type of accident
happened because it was operating after the expiry of the permit period. Also, the
Government is aware that some quarries are operating without permission in Kuppam village.
But no action is taken. We are also telling each and every news day by day. Action is
unpredictable. On behalf of the archaeology department, they say that there should be no
permission for the quarry if there are any ancient symbols. But, Samanar Basin is in
Velayuthampalayam. There is a Samanar basin in Velayuthampalayam, Pugalur, They have
hidden all this. They are asking for permission by hiding so many messages.

Every time we are saying that 45 types of documents should be given, but no more
than 10 documents are given and it is going on continuously. Without knowing the impact of
this quarry operation on the people, they are saying that they can give permission just by
telling a message that the Government has given permission, They don't know what
Government osmosis is. Basically, it would be good if they know and comment on what can
be allowed in practice and what cannot be allowed. If a total of 10 people say yes, permission
will not be given. On the whole, are they profiting from the quarry? Isn't it? is a different
story. But they say that they can give permission without thinking about the consequences,
which means you have to know one thing, we have to understand that even if there are two
people in a place where there are normally 10 people, that quarry is not suitable for operation.
A mother said that our child had a heart attack. If there was a big vibration then the child

could have been affected. We have to think about what it would be like if our own child was



affected. Now I can talk and go and give permission if the Government gives permission
according to criteria, there is no mistake but according to Government criteria the documents
are not given, out of 45 documents 35 types of documents are not given. That means even if
you give at least 75 percent of the documents, you can give some thought. They give 5th of
the amount of documents they give now. If you look at it like that, it is like a quarry that does
not deserve to hold a hearing. But the Government should keep this in mind. I would like to
state that it is my request that the hearing should be held only if the documents are duly
submitted. Because they keep making the same mistake every time we go to many meetings
and keep saying that. We are constantly emphasizing. But till date no quarry has submitted
complete documents. We are not against the quarrymen if they submitted these documents it
means they are on the right track. There is no loss for us because of their business. No
regrets. What matters is what they have to do. Are people affected now? Isn't it? Are they
implementing it according to the Government rules and if they fix everything like this then
why are we against them? We are against illegal quarrying and not legal quarrying. We are
against the illegal quarries and this is not the end. My descendants want to live in a place
where all the needs of the people can be fulfilled. This is an arca where the water took 100
feet to rise, but today even if it goes 600 feet, the water has receded. In the Paramathi area
where Siruvani water disappears, the water used to be so good, today the water is so salty that
it is not drinkable. You say you studied the nature of water, wouldn't you know? If not, the
study is wrong. Also you say there is no air pollution but you cannot go more than 100 meters
around the quarry. Even now, if we want to investigate, let's go beyond URG Crusher and
see, the lorry drivers are also coming at random. Two wheelers and cars are afraid to go.
Truckers have to go at least 30 rounds out of 50 that is their survival and management doesn't
see it,

Similarly, it is garbage and cannot go in a cart. Is dust coming? If you have seen it
now, we are asking for a digital iﬁspection so that the Government can collect fines from the
miners. Because they are involved in such big irregularities, they operate the quarry without
obtaining permission, dig the soil, and conduct vandalism. 1 record this with regret. Only
Government officials can fix this, It is only the Government officials who have the duty to
implement what we say. You can stop this only if you put your mind to it. T would say that all
these problems are caused because the Government officials are bending over backwards for
some businessman to come forward. Only you can stop the village administration Officer

from giving wrong report. He wouldn't have done it if you had asked the question. There will



be that fear. The higher authorities ask that we should provide it properly and will not be
doing the same. If there is that fear, the superior Officers are asking that we should provide it
properly. Similarly, these deficiencies can be corfected only by correcting the Officers under
you for each Officer. Because from small comes great. If it is small then it starts with village
administrative Officer. If you keep him under control by telling him to give or not to give if
it's okay with him, half of the crimes are likely to be reduced. Next time they will try to
correct their mistake, even if they don't change completely, they will at least try. You should
tell them that you should not support such things, if it is right, give it to them. Only then they
will do their work properly without fear of any danger to their work. So far, no village
administration Officer seems to have protested. No matter how many charges are filed.

But they keep making the same mistake. Houses, EB Line are reported as EB line is
not there, if these mistakes are corrected, even 10 documents will be reduced. 3 or 4 will
come because they can't give more than that. Quarry owners are saying openly that if we pay
them we can buy them. Even in an interview the head of the state said that we will pay them
and fix them. Then where does that courage come from. They take advantage of some flaws
in the authorities and control them through family and any other way. They held the Officer
and kept him locked up for a whole day. Even so, our demand is that they should be treated
fairly. Because those who have money to threaten and bully the authorities will think of the
authorities as scumbags. It is a known news but you should do your work without fear of that
authority and I request you not to support my mistakes ever. If you have seen in this hearing,
people are sa)./ing that it is according to the law, but what is according to the law for them,
what the law says. Knowing what defects there are in it, we would also like to tell them here,
they say that the Government can give permission as if they are talking to their relation, why
should they give it? |

What's the reason for that, you speak for that one person and they don't understand
how many families it affects, how much it affects them and they don't even try to understand.
Generally they come for some reason, be it a friend or relative, if not they come for some
gain, they come and usually leave, I request that no one say that. Because this soil is not only
for me but also for you, tomorrow your child will also grow, Your family should also grow.
So what we have to do is to protect nature. Our life will be good only if we protect the nature,
otherwise we cannot eat anything by destroying the nature. If we look at agriculture,
everything like rye, corn, ragi is grown here. This is the place where coconuts are grown.

Couldn't do anything today. There is a separate market called Paramathi Goats in Karur



District where all goats and cows are full of fat. The price and taste of those goats will be
high. Those goats that taste good are gone today, all of them have eaten the crusher soil and
died. The crusher eats the soil and robs it of its nutrients, keeping only that life. Similarly,
even the drumsticks that grow‘ well in our area are not able to grow properly now. Any
product that is completely crushed by the crusher will not be understood.

After 10 years of drought, little grass grows, which is not news in any other country. I
don't know how many people know that. Grass is a plant that can be grown especially in
Tamil Nadu. (Record the comments in brief, said the District Environmental Engineer)
Today, the reason why Grass cannot grow well is because of the crusher sand and that is why
the grass cannot be grazed by goats. Therefore, 1 am clearly stating that permission should
not be given to Devaraj stone quarry under any reason, Allowing such quarries will affect the
livelihood of more people and it is not right to kill 10 thousand people just because they
provide employment to 10 people. I bid farewell by saying that permission should not be
given to Devaraj Quarry for any reason whatsoever, He ended his speech by saying Thanks.

15. Mr.Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Committee, Karur;

Greetings to the District Revenue Officer, to the District Environmental Engineer
who is presiding over this meeting and to the various Departmental Officials and journalists
who have participated here, to the local people who have participated here with concern to
protect the soil and to the various social activists from different areas and to those brought by
the Stone quarry owners, Stone quarry owners and all, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu
Environment Committee, we extend our greetings and best wishes to the social activists who
have gathered to protect this land, the people and the country, to the public. DevarajQuarry is
not a new Quarry. This hearing is being conducted for the existing quarry of 42 meters
length, 41 meters width and 127 meters length, 71 meters width and 15 meters depth of
almost 55 feet. I will start my speech by paying hero's salute to Kuppam Kalipalayam farmer
Jaganathan, who was beaten to death by the owner of Annai Quarry and his servants for the
Quarry, which was closed by the Government authorities after telling the Government that
the Annai Quarry was operating illegally in Kuppam Village before this hearing. On
23.11.2022, Kuppam Village Administrative Officer gave a letter stating that there are
houses, houses and houses approved by Ur Natdam within a radius of 300 meters from the
field where Devaraj quarry is being constructed, and on the basis of that a consultation
meeting is being held for the construction of this quarry. Our first question is that they say

that there is no Gram Natham approved house within 300 meters radius. As far as the



Government is concerned, approved house, Oornatham, Village Natham, housing division are
all Government documents such as Village map, field map, Government register, Panchayat
approval and DTCP approval. This quarry is located in the subdivisions of ﬁeld no.104, 105
6f the map where the field can be located.

In 290 meters, at field no.187 which may be on the northwest side of this quarry, he
has alfeady made a quarry and now he has covered the quarry with crusher soil. His house is
recognized in the Village map, field map, and the A-register. If there is such a house,
permission for quarrying cannot be granted. Field No. 187 in 290 metre is at its outer edge.
When we say that we have to measure the outer edge area, how do they give the certificate
given by the Village Administration Officer, if the Village map certificate does not show 300
meters perimeter, they will get stuck. Is this a way to steal? The Village Administrative
Officer has signed the certificate on page n0.269. 300 meters should be measured on all four
sides from the field where the quarry is located. There is nothing legal here, the law must be
respected. If these officials show 300 meters on the field number, they will know that the
house is there. Similarly, the road runs on the east side. Adjacent to that road is the Village of
Punnam, which has to give its own land. It is not here Punnam Village map where 1 am
looking. Teach the Officers to follow the law what theft can be done if these Officers are
there to do all that what can we do what we are asking if he said he showed 300 meters is he
right? Ts it wrong? The Village Administrative Officer was Aravakurichi but the date is not
known.

If it was sealed as Aravakurichi, it was not placed after the Pugalur Taluk was placed.
Because Pugalur Taluk came before DMK came to power. But the signature is Aravakurichi
Taluk. There is no such thing as Pugalur Taluk. So if you bring an old record out of date
document and upload it on the website and say you are holding a hearing, how bad is this
criminal activity? Forgery is a criminal offence. If the authorities are involved in criminal
activities, where will all these miners go? Next, when an additional quarry is set up, a letter
for 500 m radius should be issued by the Assistant Director, Minerals. He has also given. If
so, on page no.212 AD Mines Jayapal who can be present on 05.12.2022 has given. At a
distance of 500 meters, Sathya H/o.Thangaraj has given a quarry at Masakaunderputur. I also
went in survey 1287/3. Whether there is such a survey number. But there is no such survey
number. It comes within a radius of 500 meters from your location. Let us see where this
survey number comes from in Kuppam Village. The person who gave this was Mr.AD

Mines, who was involved in the 400 crore sand robbery. Next in Page number 214, SF No.74.



75/3B is where the consultation meeting has already taken place and 76 are on its northef;l
side. It will come to 500 meters. If SF No. 74 and 75 are, coming above 76 then how AD
Mines can come up with such a fraudulent document give in page no. 212, 213, 214 in 500
meter radius. 9 hectare is coming up. This opinion poll is being held as a fake. At that time
the officials were involved in so much fraud. 4000 crores of sand theft has taken place in our
Karur district, ED has issued an order that the collector should come and report, We have
already said this many times. That so many mistakes are happening and so many journalists
have come and seen it. That so much injustice is happening. They didn't. We also tell you that
if you don't do it, good Officers like you should not be trapped. Please take note of what we
have to say sir. We have done the work that you are getting paid several lakhs without getting
paid. The old collector is known as 4000 crore collector. He has not only stolen 4000crores of
sand, but is also known as the collector who destroyed the drinking water supply of 10
districts in this south. We wish that such a name should not come to the authorities and that
everyone should be good and have a good name in the society.

Simi]arly, there is a house at 290 meters in north-west field no.187. It is on the
Village map. Similarly, in the ficld number, I am not the only one who said that there is a
farm house at 101 meters. They have lived here in a terraced house for 35 years. A mother
came and spoke to me saying that my grandson's ear has gone deaf and their house is also at
84 meters. Similarly, they have given the boundary stone in 13 days based on latitude and
longitude map. Here we do not do as the Village Administrative Officer in Karur District
does. And there is a goat tent 44 meters from its outer edge; the law prohibits permanent
constructions, temporary constructions, labour quarters etc. within 300 meters. 3 people are in
the hospital today because of your setup like that, the day before yesterday they carried
explosives near Kodangipalayam, Palladam. More than 40 houses were damaged. This is why
temporary, permanent and labour quarters should not be within 300 meters. Because the
quarry owners will see all this kind of work. The Government has made it a rule that they will
act against the law. Even if it explodes according to law, damage is damage. Now there is
labour settlement at 44 metres. The Village map is above. It is clearly shown in the
documents that the house on the north-west side is the north-east side of this quarry in plot
no.187. 1t is illegal that Devaraj has already given permission for this quarry when there are
so many houses, Now after becoming aware, permission cannot be given according to law.
Clearly this Government Electricity Act 1956 Rule 83/2 clearly states. There should not be a

high power tower at a distance of 300 meters from the outer edge of the quarry. Not for all



q'ﬁarry. There is no problem if it is gravel quarry or sand quarry. They have said that nothing
should be done in the place where there is a high power tower. The country does not have the
technology to extract stone without blasting it. According to the law, everything here is
broken by hand, but if you.go there, they use a machine to break it. Now if you go, you can
catch the machine. The north-western part of the quarry is collapsing. Then this quarry cannot
be given legal permission. As per the Indian Electricity Act 1956 permission cannot be given
as there is a high power tower at a distance of 300 meters.

Next, the provisions of the Minor Mineral Concession Act 1959 have been given by
them in Power Point Presentation what is said that the Government land 10 meter precise
contact letter that quarrying should be carried out at a distance of 10 meters from the
carriageway and footpath, Tt is said on page 8 of power point. But if you see the Tar Road
that can go there, that Tar Road is also laid now. Those Tar Roads are not even 5 meters
apart. Then they violated the rules of concession of minor minerals. Next, if there are utility
signs such as railway tracks, public works drains, areas for public use, electricity and
telephone lines, places of worship, the rule says that a distance of 50 meters should be left.
But there is an 80 crore pipeline in the Jaljeevan project on the eastern side of the quarry site.
Likewise, the pipeline runs as far as one person can take water from Maravapalayam to
Pallapatti and Aravakurichi. I don't know the size. Then permission should be given for
quarrying by leaving a distance of 50 meters from this. Since the water pipe runs at a distance
of 50 meters from this quarry, permission cannot be given to this Devaraj Quarry. After that,
the rule of the Government is that 50 meters for high voltage, low voltage electricity tower in
300 meters for high voltage, low voltage electricity tower. They have given it precisely on the
15th day of the month. But if we go there and see, there should be a distance of 175 feet from
anything in the power line, even 10 meters. But Devaraj stone quarry exists without even a
gap of 35 feet 10 meters. Apart from that, what is said in Section 36/1 of the Minor Mineral
Concession Rules 1959 is that if there are local bodies, central state Government agencies,
drinking water drainage board like camp systems, drinking water schemes, irrigation stations,
overhead reservoirs, bridges, no quarry should be established within 500 meters. In the field
where this quarry is located, a borehole tube well has been placed on the road side at a
distance of 250 meters to the north. This is the Bore well of the place. Ask the Panchayat
Chairman or Village Administrative Officer if he is present, Then permission cannot be given

for this quarry. Also there should be no bridge within 500 meters of this quarry but bridge is



within 50 meters, But there are two bridges within 50 meters of the field where this quarry 1s
located. There are two bridges. It is a permanent construction.

It is in such a situation that Devaraj Quarry has asked for permission. As per
Government rules, permission should not give for this quarry. In the southern part of the
quarry there is a quarry called Sakthivel and in the eastern part there is a quarry called
Arunachalam. This quarry is in the form of T Shape. Arunachalam Quarry, which has already
been approved in the eastern part. After the approval, the quarry is working. Official order
from Govt. Ground water storage but water is taken from that quarry through borehole, only
the chief secretary can give order to take watef. Did the Village Administrative Officer give
an order for Arunachala Quarry? Similarly, Sakthivel proposed Quarry in the southern part
has given that the quarry is already running and after the permission is over, they are asking
for permission again. We have put it with video evidence. Then why the Officers? Please fire
them all from the job. Why the job for the Village Administration Officer, the job for the
Tahsildar, the job for the police Officers here, why the job for everyone? A crime is
committed under the law. Criminal proceedings are on-going. They have asked permission
for this. Devaraj quarry is also running now. What country is this? Can you commit any
crime if you have money? Is this the country? Officers to protect this, please go and have a
look, cried the woman, gracefully. All the friends said that they may depend on the
movement and there is no harm, but the response to the woman's screams? What is the
answer to child deafness'? Nothing? Then this land is not available to the common people? Is
this country for people who wear white shirts and steal money and survive? The family of the
farmer who produces food for this country is crying. The quarry is operating illegally, all the
Government officials are the same, the quarryman has assured that they will not harm the
quarry, what is happening here sir? It's all fraud, whoever fixes it, the onus is on you. It's
okay to say it once or twice. After swearing in, you have come to twenty meetings, why sir
Village Administrative Officer is giving such proof. Why do they cheat so much? You are
responsible for taking action, What is being practiced in other districts is not practiced only in
Karur district. Who is the king of this district? No Officers? If the officials are unable to do
any work, then who is running this district, if some robbers are running this district, is this
country? So you should take all this into consideration. Next, if there is a distance of 10
meters from the surrounding quatry, permission should be given to the quarry. No gap 10

meters gap for surrounding quarries so no permission for quarrying. It has already been said



that. when this quarry was already operating, the area was 0.08 hectares and we had
constructed a green wall in an area of 20 cents,

They have said that if the quarry is operational from now on, out of our total area of
almost 6 acres, 1 1/4 acres 0.51.64 hectares will be constructed as a green wall. As already
mentioned there is no green wall. Where are they going to build a green wall? Project
designer saying that we will plant 1200 trees at the rate of 200 trees per acre, Where are the
trees that were already there? It is not stated in the document that we have put it on the road,
it is a rural road and only a 10 ton vehicle should go on the rural road. I am not saying that
the vehicle weight should go to 10 tons. This Supreme Court which can guide you all, this is
what we can say, this Supreme Court says. Action should be taken if the rural road trucks
exceed 10 tons, The Transport Commissioner of the Tamil Nadu Government has written a
letter to the Transport and Highways Department of the Union Government and has given it
to all revenue stamps, police and all transport department officials from the District
administration to the lower level officials. 20 percent of the country's revenue is being spent
on roads by the central Government and the Tamil Nadu Government.

On this road, 90 tons have gone on the road that should have gone 10 tons. I don't
know why all the friends who spoke before don't talk about this. 90 tons goes in 16 tire
trucks. 90 ton goes in 12 tire trucks. A tar road that should last for 8 years deteriorates in 2
years. The total revenue of this country should come to us as toilets, water and welfare
schemes but these illegal quarry owners are suffering people and they are spending 1 crore
rupees to lay a kilo meter of road in the Panchayat that they will get 5 lakh rupees for the
Panchayat if this quarry is operated. After giving 5 lakhs to the Panchayat, they cleared the
road worth 100 crore rupees in Kuppam Village. Whose tax money is the hundred crore
rupees road? Does anyone with a conscience look at the taxes of every possible citizen in this
country? Socially concerned guys who can talk next time should talk about all this. As per the
rule imposed by the Government, the load of any truck is not more than 10 hours. Not
exceeding 28 tonnes in a 10 tire truck. A 12 tire truck does not exceed 36 tonnes. Not
exceeding 48 tonnes in a 16 tire truck. Socially conscious movement comrades must speak
up. If you say that this is the case, welcome. .

Is there a quarry like that? No. Then who is talking about all this? If you talk about all
this, you will be killed by a truck. Is this the case? Therefore, it is important duty to protect
the road; they have laid it section wise. Section 113,113/3,114,194 Put in Motor Vehicle Act,
1988. Similarly, in 1984, put an equal rule is that Prevention of Term Act, Public Property



Act. We are with the traffic Officers We asked. They say they have fined one vehicle in;
year. Why are the Officers there?. Somewhere in a hearing report, get documents from the
highways department that the road around this quarry should carry only this much tonnage.
We will reply to you after purchasing. We keep searching. There is no public works
department report, no highway department report. There is no local body, no BDO letter.
What is this? There are 35 types of documents missing out of 45 types of documents. Those
335 quarries in this District are being inspected by a committee headed by our District
Revenue Officer as per the order of the High Court. We are telling that theft is in progress.
What is the point of this study if no action is taken on it? Do you respect the court? Are the
authorities respectful? Do you respect the Supreme Court verdict? The treasurer is crying that
this District is being robbed of 4000 crores and drinking water is being wasted. Most of the
districts of Tamil Nadu go from Karur to the southern districts, not only the southern District
but also up to the north, all this needs to be fixed. Next is Thiagaraj Quarry which has no
permit and two other quarries around the quarry are all operational. Tell me how they all get
explosives, how do they get explosives? If we fight for our demand, you put us in the Guntas,
if we say, don't destroy our livelihood, you put us in 110.

The current RDO and the former District Collector were saying that they are putting
110 together. Why did they threaten to put it in the Gundas? For those working on social
issues. But there is so much illegal criminal activity going on. Today, 75 percent of the
Officers who can be put in the Gundas should be in jail, That is the truth. Please now the
District governor has changed. Put an end to all this from now on. Otherwise, we are now
saying that the Union Government is looking for it. There is only one petition, if you put one
petition, all the officials will come 1o the house. (District Environmental Engineer told them
to finish a bit more briefly) Please be honest, you are honest Officers, shouldn't you be
directing your subordinates? What is liability? If you are a shepherd who tells you to go
somehow, you should embrace everyone and go. We are thankful to Union Government
Enforcement Department, Water Resources Department, officials and District Governor,
Minister for accepting our request and issuing summons to all. We are sorry that the Union
Government should not come here but if it is all a fraud what can we do but complain to you.
How many times we have complained but no action. The sand theft took place under the
leadership of the District Collector. We filed a complaint directly. Please let us tell you that
everything in the past can be googled on the internet. Whoever commits mistakes can be

immediately taken and given all the documents. We are attending the 2021 hearing. It has



been more than a year and even after that the Village Administrative Officer did not change
and they fraudulently gave us this, where do we go to say that it has been seven or eight
months since you came, you should change a little, right? What I am saying is that an Officer
should follow the law. You have to take action against them if they do something illegal. If
we sit in front of the Officers, you will catch us and put us inside.

Right now Arul Arumugam is inside Kundas for fighting illegal Sand Quarry, 110
protest is going on at Malayakottai in Mellur. Earlier, the District Collector said, "Please put
Gundas against the social activist in our district.” Similarly, they were saying that the
Revenue Commissioner will put 110 above. But all these revenue commissioners have gone
to the aid of all these fraudsters, so many frauds have taken place. District Collector
Mr.Prabhu Shankar gave permission to dig sand where there is no sand. All the intelligence
and press experts here came and gave permission to a place without a handful of sand. 4000
crores of sand robbery has taken place without involvement. The authorities should change or
be corrected. Death is certain for us at any time and that is what we keep saying, There is a
Government that bought votes in our name. We do not agree with the Union Government
coming here. But if all the unplayed games are played, the law of all happenings will not go
to waste everywhere, We say that the Supreme Court has said. We say that the Supreme
Court has condemned. We say that the condemnation court order has arrived. If you answer
that you fined one vehicle for a year, then what is the purpose of that department? Is it only to
fine if the vehicle goes without a license? Is there no money for using the road illegally? The
Chief Secretary said that all the quarries should be fenced. We went to the quarriés that were
running and the quarries that were finished. There is no sign of fencing. So I am saying what
is in the law (He asked the District Environmental Engineer where 1 can speak without
speaking here.) The chief secretary did not do what he said.

Everything should be wire fenced by September. I did not say that the Chief Secretary
said and the District Collector also gave a press release. Chief Secretary's report but on that
report press release no.1482 dated 26.07.2023 they are asking for quarry permission and there
is no wire fence. There is no boundary stone, the quarry on the side has been completed for
three months and is still runhing, and another new consultation meeting is underway.

If no one respects the law then what is justice. We will not listen to the Chief
Secretary, Transport Inspector and the Supreme Court. We will not listen to anyone. Will
they listen only if you tell them? Should the enforcement department continue to inspect here

to regulate Karur district? So follow what is right in practice. Respect the law make it work



according to law. Take action against the officials who do not work according to law Pleasc;
again don't buy the name of 4000 crore sand collector District collector, here 1,00,00,000
crore mineral collector. This is the area hit by a magnitude 3 1/4 earthquake. The temperature
is already 109 degrees Celsius in this area, the committee for climate change has been set up
and it is the hottest area in Tamil Nadu. Please pollution control board should upload all the
documents online. They have left the people and they have gone round for 100 days and laid
the foundation stone for 40 rupees. A thousand people are sitting on the street every day to
inquire about the work that has not been done for 25 years, Not without knowing how to
make Government officials work. Please what I am saying is work according to the law and
respect the authorities if you respect the quarries. It is not worth standing at Annasalai in
Karur and asking people to respect them. If the authorities are under the law, the people wil
be under the law. Where will this country be formed? Therefore, since there is a house within
300 meters of Devaraj Quarry mineral concession in the north-west (house in field no. 187),
you can say that the sources of drinking water within a radius of 500 meters in the Village
map and field map are at 250 meters and there is a power line within 50 meters,

Since there is a EB line at 50 meters, Jaljeevan project at 50 meters, drinking water
pipe that goes to Aravakurichi drinking water project, road at 10 meters distance, bridge at
500 meters distance, if there is a high power tower at a distance of 300 meters, there is a rule
that blasting should not be done. In spite of the fact that your quarry is there and the power
line goes to the north-west for a distance of 300 meters, permission should not be given to
Devaraj quarry. Also, they have attached fake documents. AD Mines Letter 2022 December
in Aravakurichi Taluk is coming. Then this entire Village map should be brought. So please
authorities work according to law. There are AD mines in Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri
District who have taken the name of the mountain-dwelling Mahadeva who can be here. Even
if a case is filed against me, there is nothing wrong. But what is the problem; he is caught in a
bribery case. Our question is why they are giving these quarries a document. Don't you want
a conscience? Therefore, action has been taken against the D.istrict AD Mines who gave the
illegal fake document, and the owners around this quarry have looted crores of rupees
without paying the state Government such as GST and CSR green tax etc. As a judge, you
should register cases like robbery case 379, damage to public property, etc. Otherwise,
everything I talked about is recorded. Say no action will be taken. We cannot and should not
give permission to Devaraj Quarry on legal grounds saying that we cannot avoid giving it to

the court.



I will tell the quarry owners that we will go and get permission for 3 lakhs per acre for
which they have paid. Even if you come, today we will go to court all over Tamil Nadu and
stop. Otherwise we will stop it through people's protest. I have given several orders in this
hand to remove the already existing fraudulent measurements and to make new
measurements and to measure from the outer end of the quarry. So don't get involved when
scams are possible. You are welcome to do business fairly. There is no difference between us.
Already said what to do with sand? That is why we have repeatedly said that in 2017, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister on his Facebook page, based on our request, do not M-Sand here, nor
river sand here. 4000 rupees crusher soil here is less than the sand available here from foreign
natural river sand from South East Asia. But the foreign soil that can come there is only 1000
rupees. Tamil Nadu Government wili get 9000 rupees for ten thousand rupees.

But the party members are not doing it because they want to work. If we convert 5
lakh metric tons to 15 lakh metric tons per month till June 2022, Tamil Nadu's daily
requirement of 21 thousand lorry loads of sand will be available. No river sand here, no
quarried artificial sand here. Let's protect this land. Let's protect nature. The mother said that
my granddaughter's ear is gone. All this should be corrected by the quarry owners. If you ask
the quarry owners, they come to beat them, there is no justification. Therefore, he concluded
his speech by saying that on the basis of justice, on the basis of law, on the basis of dharma,
on the basis of nature, permission should not be given to this Quarry and if you bribe in lakhs
and give permission in SEIAA to this quarry, we will put a case against all of them. Thank
you for the opportunity.

16. Mr.Manikam, Pulliampalavam:

I would like to express my gratitude to the Government officials and quarry owners who
have attended this hearing. To say that permission should not be given to Devaraj Quarry. My '
garden is nearby. There is a well. Service is nearby. We are raising goats and cows. Likewise,
there is a house nearby. People are living there. So it is a place that is not eligible to give
permission for that quarry. At first we kept verbally repeating that stone is coming, mud is
coming, dust is spreading. But they did not hear it. One day their cow grazed in our fields.
Besides grazing, it has also destroyed agricultural land and harassed cattle. Not only that, my
mom and dad couldn't do anything. When the farmer came there and drove the cow, my
father argued with him as to how this could be resolved. It is not known what the farmer said

to Devaraj and Devaraj's wife keeping this in mind.



That evening at 6 o'clock when my father was taking milk to the milk society, they
tried to beat him to death by taking the hydraulic pipe going to Factory and taking milk to the
milk society. He fell down with bloody head injuries. I came from Karur after getting
information. When I came to see him, he expressed his pain that he was beaten like an
orphan. 1 picked him up and took him to the hospital. They immediately went and filed a
petition at the Velayuthampalayam police station, but complaint registered as that we hit
them. They did not give my son's name. Because he is in Bangalore. They complain that me
and my wife were beaten. After suffering so much I could not do anything. The reason is
monetary influence, political influence. They dared to use this influence to kill my father.

They came out using this influence. I couldn't do anything. 1 have no loyalty to
anyone. They made me suffer so much. [ couldn't do anything. T got stay order saying that
they are breaking the rock on the side so we get stay order. After 20 days of taking stay order,
they hit me by the car nearby Karur Kulathupalayam. When I came to the garden and went
east, near the house of former minister Chinnaswamy, people got off the car when no one was
there. They tried to kill me twice, They tortured me so far. If you give permission again in
that place, we cannot live in our garden in that place. So, I say no permission should be given
at that place. He ended his speech by saying thank you very much.

17. Mr. K. Arunachalam, Nochikkatur;
District Revenue Officer has one post is that Hon'ble Additional District Judge. We

make a request to you. You have the power to legally inspect and fine illegal quarries if you
can, I have request that 15 quarries belonging to Nochikkatur area and they are running
illegal stone quarries by telling you that they can operate them only if they give you the
application. The stone quarry owners who have come here please come. Earlier I supported
Shanmugam Quarry. Not a single stone was left unturned in them. I don't even want to name
this quarry. Because even yesterday the quarry was working. Already, the quarry was
functioning till yesterday. Similarly, you have the authority and right to arrest illegal quarries
as per Government law. There is also a place in the law. 7 farmers who fought against the
Tamil Nadu Government in Seyyar area were arrested under thug Jaw and 6 of the 7 farmers
were released after fighting. That is our struggle. I am Secretary of Non-Party TamilNadu
Agriculture Association started by Narayanaswamy. My post is also there. Our association is
grateful to the Chief Minister for releasing the 6 people. No one has been released yet. Our
association fought till yesterday to release him too. They have protested in the united

Coimbatore.



The next stage of action will be fought by vur association, There is no alternative (o it.
Likewise. | would also like to congratulate the Police Officers who are here, No wustter where
a farmer has a problem. we will respect his lite as a farmer and fight at that place. Our farmer
association will fight. Here a Jady said that we are affected. We clearly know that. Likewise,
Saraswati. a single woman named Saraswali. replaced the high power tower brought by the
unpion Government in Coimbatore ‘md thev will also fight. So tlis quarry should not be
allowed, Do vour research. He wmludul his \pud] by saving that i1t is within the law. vou
should examine it and give it my humble npinim'a.

The District Epvironmental Engineer said that the comments of the public in this
hearing will be recorded in video and text form and sent 1o the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Asithority,

District Fovironmental Engineer:

Finally. she expressed his gratitude on behalf of the District Administration and the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the Government officials including the District
Revenue Officer, the police. journalists and the public who presided over this public hearing

meeting. Also. the public hearing meeting was completed,
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