MINUTES OF _THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE _FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT OF THE
UNIT OF M/S. CHEMPLAST SANMAR LIMITED LOCATED IN METTUR VILLAGE
& TALUK, SALEM DISTRICT CONDUCTED ON 23.12.2024 AT 11.00 AM IN JKB
MAHAL, THOPPUR-BHAVANI ROAD, NEAR KARUMALAIKOODAL POLICE
STATION, P.N.PATTI, METTUR TALUK, SALEM DISTRICT

Project - M/s.Chemplast Sanmar Limited, Mettur Taluk, Salem District -
“Proposed Expansion of Refrigerant Gases Manufacturing Unit”

Participants:

1. Dr.R.Brindha Devi, |.A.S : District Collector,
Salem District

2. Tmt. N. Ponmani, .LA.S ' : Sub-Collector,
Salem District

3. Thiru. K.Udayakumar, B.E., M.Tech., : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Salem

4. Tmt.K.Sumithra Bai, B.Tech.,, M.E.,  : Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Mettur

5. Thiru.K.Ajaigokul, M.E., . Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Mettur

6. Project Proponents and Public : As mentioned in the Attendance

Register (copy enclosed)

Project Proponent :
1. Proprietor :  M/s.Chemplast Sanmar Limited.

2. Project Consultant :  Thiru.G. Muthukumaran and
Thiru. Nipun Bhargava,
M/s.Perfact Enviro  solutions
Private Limited, New Delhi.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem:
At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Salem welcomed the District Collector, Salem, the Sub-Collector
Mettur, the Project Proponents, the Consultant, Public and the Press people who
have attended the Public Hearing conducted for obtaining Environmental Clearance
for the above said proposed project of the unit of Ms. Chemplast Sanmar Limited,

located in Mettur village & Taluk, Salem District.
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The unit have submitted its application before the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change and obtained Terms of Reference (ToR). It was
instructed to conduct Public Hearing and submit the proceedings of the same.

‘Based on the above, public notice has been published in Daily Newspaper
Dinathanthi (Tamil) and The New Indian Express (English) on 16.11.2024. The
Executive Summary and Draft EIA report of the above said projects are kept in the
Government Offices premises for public reference and Pamphlets were issued to the
public regarding the Public Hearing.

Presentation will be given by the Project Consultant after that the public are
requested to furnish their views / remarks regarding this project, by mentioning their
name and villagé. The public can also furnish their views as written representation.
The recorded video along with written representations will be submitted to the Board
and further submitted to Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change for
further necessary action. The Consultant is requested to explain the project.

Technical Presentation by Thiru.G.Muthukumaran, M/s.Perfact Enviro

solutions Private Limited, New Delhi :

The Project Consultant has made a Technical Power Point Presentation
briefing the project of M/s.Chemplast Sanmar Limited, Mettur Taluk, Salem District —
“Proposed Expansion of Refrigerant Gases Manufacturing Unit”

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, -
Salem has requested the public to furnish their views / remarks regarding this project
by mentioning their name and their village.

1. Thiru.N. Chandrasekaran, Member of Parliament- Rajya Sabha, Mettur

My name is Chandrasekharan, Member of Parliament Rajya Sabha, Mettur. |
am residing in Mettur. | am very glad about this expansion project because it will
provide opportunities to the public directly and indirectly. The company may consider
providing job to others when suitable man power not available in this area. But | urge
that this company should prioritize offering employment primarily to local educated
youths. | support this expansion as Environment department will ensure that it will
not affect the public. Thank you.

2. Thiru.Meiyazhagan, Mettur:
My name is Meiyazhagan, District Secretary, V.C.K. Party. | support this

expansion project. Whether it is good or bad nearby villages are affected. My request
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is it should be implemented in a manner that does not adversely affects to the
surrounding villages and at least 60% of the job opportunities created by this project
should be reserved for locally educated youth. | support this expansion. Thank you.
3. Thiru.S. N. Rajan, Veerakkalpudur:

My name is S.N.Rajan, Councilor for Veerakal Pudur for the past five years.
My point is that this company should work and this expansion is necessary. Hon'ble
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Thiru. Stalin went to abroad and brought investment for
the development of industries, in this scenario the company which has been

operating here, must be expanded.

| am residing in Sampalli. My concern is the odour from our house’s borewell
water has been turned into chemical smell. When the water stored in a vessel an oily
layer is formed. | request to implement modern technologies for controlling pollution
during expansion, without affecting the public. The unit should provide job
opportunities to the people living here. Thank you.
. 4. Thiru. Praveen, Gonur:
My name is Praveen, President of Gonur Panchayat. The company has

clearly show positive and negative aspects of this project. My only request to
everyone is, instead of giving 60% of job opportunities to the local educated youths
given them all the job vacancies. Thank you.

5. Thiru.S.Balasubramanian, Mettur:

Greetings to everyone. My name is S. Balasubramaniam, State Treasurer,
Indian National Trade Union Congress, Mettur. As many industries closed in Mettur, |
am glad about opening this Industry. However, with respect to employment
opportunities priority should be given to the local people of Mettur. | urge the
Pollution Control Board to conduct inspection about groundwater level issues and
ensure that the water resource has been available for the public use. Thank you.

6. Thiru. Ponnuvel, PN Patti:

Greetings to District Collector and everyone present. | am the President of PN
Patti Panchayat. We have repeatedly raised the issues that we are facing in this area
to the unit's authorities for the stoppage of water supply received earlier and they
reported that your grievances are reported to the Head office. Since the
establishment of Chemplast the groundwater level has been severely affected. When
asked they said they are keeping it within company. As a result, there is a shortfall in
water level and contaminated water is coming from the bore wells regardless of
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location. Therefore, we are requesting to provide drinking water. We don’t regret for
the establishment of this industry. However, we demand that it operates without
causing any harm to the public. Hence we oppose this project.
7. Thiru.P.Stalin, PN Patti: »

My name is P. Stalin, 4" Ward Member, PN Patti Panchayat and treasurer for

All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. | am welcoming the Mettur Chemplast
Sanmar for showcasing its expansion project to the public through Public Hearing.
The company had addressed the needs of our local community livelihood while
doing CSR activities such as establishment of healthcare centers, Anganwadi,
clearing bushes along the pathway for the students of Vaidheeshwara School,
providing employment opportunities to the workers and local youths. Earlier, Puratchi
Thalaivi Amma had made sure the operation of the MALCO (now closed) by
providing subsidies in electricity 1 unit for 1 rupee. Similarliy provide employment
opportunities for the local people. Also there are significant portion of scheduled
people residing in one to four wards of this region Please do consider atleast on
basis of reservation system during employment process. Thank you.

8. Thiru. llangu Kumar, Karumalaikudal, PN Patti:

Greetings to everyone. | am from Karumalaikoodal. Our area has over 1000
Acres of Agricultural land. After, the establishment of the Chemplast Company, 63
wells in our area has been polluted. Also, we aren’t having clean water in any of the
bore wells. Therefore, | request that the expansion project of the Chemplast
Company shall be stopped. The residents of Karumalaikoodal are the one who are
affected by this issue. For the past 50 years, the company didn't address the issue.
Not even single person has been working in that company from Karumalaikoodal.
We oppose for further expansion. | humbly request the I.A.S officers to pay close
attention to this matter.

9. Thiru.Duraisamy, Mettur:

| studied BE in Madurai Thiyagarajar College of Engineering. After
completing my studies in 1970, | remained unemployed for four years. During that
time, a person advised me to start a lorry transport business in Salem, Namakkal,
Tiruchengode, and Sankagiri region which was booming at that time. Initially, |
started as lorry driver, now my age is 80 years, if | had taken up a job back then, it
would have benefited only one person. Today, | employ around 100 people through

this lorry business.
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| am currently doing lorry business with companies like Shell India, Mettur
Chemplast, Indian Oil, and Bharat Petroleum. Through this, 100 people and their
families are benefited. On behalf of the lorry drivers and Ulaga Samuthaya Seva
Sangam, if the industry expanded, we can provide jobs to another 100 people and
thousands of individuals can be employed. This will ensure the well-being of our
driver families. We support this project. Thank you.

10. Thiru.Gurunathan, Mettur:
My name is Gurunathan. | am a retired government staff with nearly 30 years

of service. | have witnessed the excellence, capabilities, and operational methods of
this administration through my experiences in Vedaranyam and other places. When
evaluating a person, a family, or an institution, people often consider one key aspect:
what is done is; what is not done. My family got uplifted thanks to the 6 years of
education that | studied in Vaidheeshwara School as the institution has created a
knowledgeable and cultured society, shaping thousands of lives, which is referred as
“Intellectual tradition”. Further, it is true that there is a problem in groundwater in this
region. | am positive that the state government and central government officials will
work effectively to address and resolve this issue.

They have mentioned that they have planted around 1820 Pungai trees in
Plant | and 2000 in Plant Il and | believe this number will be doubled. Pungai tree is
one of the few that produces 100% oxygen. Also, they have proposed measures to

control noise pollution by constructing structures up to three meters high.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem

District:

All are please be seated.
Thiru.Gurunathan, Mettur (continued)

They should be provide necessary support to Educational Institutio.ns and all

aspects, including economy, health, and social status. Even before the CSR
framework was introduced, they were doing this good initiatives, | believe they will
continue to do so. | support this project. Thank you.

11. Thiru.A.Kumar, PN Patti:

My name is A.Kumar, 13" Ward councilor (DMK), P.N. Patti. If the Company
established the impact will be 10% positive but 90% problem to the public. The
company is situated in Veerakal Panchayat but the P.N.Patti has been suffering from
it, as there is no groundwater in 12 wards of P.N.Patti. Through our management

only, we are buying water. The company management hasn't done anything for us.
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People are suffering from cancer, kidney failure and leprosy. Agriculture & Livestock
are also affected. The District Collector madam will come to know our difficulty, by
inves't‘ig'ating' this issue to the public directly. Hence, we strongly oppose the
expansion of this company in this area. Also, during heavy rain the company
discharges waste Water which reaches Thotilpatti where drinking water for 12 District
is supplied which may leads to pollution. We request to stop the establishment of
new factory by Chemplast. We are opposing it.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem
District:

Everyone please take their seats. Changes will be given to everyone.
12. Thiru.Raghu,Mettur:
Greetings to everyone. | am the Vice President from Naam Tamilar Katchi for

this constituency. Public are already affected due to this company. Despite raising
several complaints to the administration regarding issues of coal transportation from
the Coal Yard, Thangamapuripattinam, still no action on it. Hence, | don't understand
how the government and management, who can not prevent this, will stop the
problems after factory’s expansion in the future. The factory's upcoming new
operations may be detrimental to public.
13. Thiru.S.P.Arumugam, Mettur:

My name is S.P. Arumugam, Deputy Secretary, AIADMK party, Mettur. In

today's scenario, where employment opportunities are low, we welcome the newly
initiated éxpansion of the Chemplast Company. We appreciate the unit which has
shown the expansion plan & activities in detail unlike Government industry. We are
welcoming this project. At the same time, even though numerous colleges have been
opened, there is a situation where the youngsters of this region are not getting any
employment opportunities and they are distressed as the company located here are
hiring from neighboring districts. This situation must change. Employment
opportunities should be provided to them to improve their livelihood. Similarly, the
grievances expressed by the people should be addressed by the administration.
Thank you.
14. Thiru.Krishnan, Mettur:

My name is Krishnan. Greeting to the District Collector. | am a representative
of Chinnakavur region, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) party. We express our
support for the establishment of a company. However, the location of this company
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falls under Gonur Panchayat Union and Veerakalpudur Panchayat. But the area that
is most affected is P.N. Patti. In P.N. Patti, from the 15" ward to the 18" ward,
approximately 200 acres of agricultural land are affected. Drinking water and Bore
wells have become polluted. Livestock die due to contaminated water. Public suffers
from asthma, cancer, and leprosy. | request the District Collector to conduct a
detailed investigation in a village. The company promises to provide jobs
opportunities to educated youth in this region, but they certainly will not deliver on
this promise this is 100% certain. Once this event concludes, they will leave. Even in
the areas around Mettur, educated youth remain unemployed. If necessary, conduct
a census at the company and check the records. They didn't employ locals; instead,
they hire educated individuals from areas like Thoothukudi, Kanyakumari,
Nanguneri, Ramanathapuram, and Chennai. These employees come here and stay,
but not a single person from Mettur has béen given a job. Agriculture, in this region,
is significantly affected; with at least 500 acres of farmiand are impacted. Therefore, |
request the District Collector to ensure employment guarantees for us and conduct

annual medical camps for the general public.

15. Thiru.M.K.Babu, PN Patti:

Greetings. | am M.K. Babu, 5th Ward Councillor, P.N. Patti. We’wevlcome the
Chemplast Limited Company’s for its expansion here. My request is kindly provide
employment opportunities to the local educated youths, as many of them are and
skilled. The unit has been carrying out various welfare activities in Veerakalpudur
and Gonur Panchayat, and some regions of P.N. Patti. My request before the District
Collector present as the welfare initiatives shall be extended to remaining areas in
P.N.Patti also. Thank you.

16. Thiru.K.M.Ravichandran, Mettur:

Greetings to everyone. [ am K.M. Ravichandran, Former Union Secretary of
Nangavalli. The Company is implerhenting welfare initiatives in Gonur,
Veerakalpudur, and P.N. Patti regions, such as providing water facilities, overhead
water tanks, offering employment to local. However | would say it is not enough, as
the Chairman for Veerakal Panchayat | would say they have done a decént amount
of work, but much more needs to be done. For that such expansions is necessary to

achieve these developments so we welcome this initiative. Thank you.
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17. Thiru.A.Murugesan,'Mettur R.S.:

~ Greetings to the District Collector, government officials and the public

gathered here. M'y name is A. Murugesan. | had served twice as a council member in
the RS area, near Plant I. This region was once a thriving region in Mettur, where
industries like Mettur Beardshell on one side, MALCO & Plant | on the other.
However, absence of such industries over time has affected development of this
area. Hence, such establishment of factories that operate safely in necessary for
Mettur and achieve significant growth similar to Hosur, Tiruppur, and Coimbatore.
Mettur and Hosur were announced as Municipality at the same period. Now Hosur
has become Corporation due to Industrial growth. When industries flourish, workers
can live in prosperity and to form egalitarian societies. The development such society
contribute to the growth of the nation.

| Our Honorable Chief Minister is traveling abroad to attract foreign
inVestrhents, putting the State on the path of growth. Similarly, we also must provide
support for the industries located in Mettur and their expansion. | support for this
expansion project.
District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem
District: :

Please express your views concisely.

18. Thiru.M.Sivashankar,Mottur:

My name is M. Siva Shankar. | am living in the Karungadu area, Mottur for the
past 40 yea>rs. 1 am doing transport business thereby 20 workers working under me
and other business such as tire shops, puncture repair shops, and paint shops are
benefitted. | support for this expansion project. |
19. Thiru.Boopalan, Gonur

My name is Boopalan, | am from Mottur, Gonur village. Greeting to the
District Collector, Thiru. Sadasivam MLA, Former Member of Parliament, and all the
factory officials. It was our family who first gave 30 acres of land for this factory. Last
month, | gave 3% acres of our land to the factory management and registration also
completed. In the presence of the District Collector, the MLA, and the factory officials
| request welfare measures has to be taken to improve the livelihood of those who
given land and to provide financial assistance to the land donors and those residing
nearby. We extend our full support for the factory’s expansion. Thank you.

Page|8



20. Thiru.Selvam, Gonur: v
| am Selvam, Union Secretary AIADMK, Mecheri. In certain areas of Gonur

region, groundwater has been significantly affected due to this cbmpany. Because of

this, the company has been providing water in areas like Thippampatti to address
this issue. Hence, | request that the company must give their guarantee for providing
drinking water supply to Gonur & other groundwater affected regions and
employment opportunities for the local population as they didn't provide even 5% of
employment opportunities to the youth in our region. If they guaranteed these, we

will extend our support. Thank you.

21. Thiru.Alagappan, Mettur: ,
| live opposite to the caustic soda plant (RC Plant). We are living here for

around two generations. | hope that this company will undertake more expansion
projects and bring gréater benefits to the public. Even before the ground water was |
affected due to the company which was called in the name & style of Ryan Caustic
Soda Plant and The Mettur Chemicals. To address this, the company has provided
purified drinking water to the public through pipelines. They setup medical camps
once in a week in Panakadu area and provide medical service. They constructed a
water tank in the Perumal temple area thereby provide drinking water to the people
and shuttlecock court in the Panangadu area for the benefit of the youth. They
established a new Primary health center in this area and annually give donation to
the Kannadi Mariamman Temple festival.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem |

District:

Please express your views concisely.
22. Thiru.Kaveri Anand, Mettur: '

My name is Kaveri Anand. We are asking before seven years, nearly 100-120
educated youths who worked in the company staged a protest for their dismissal for
100 days. We didn't know the reason for the dismissal of engineering and diploma
studied workers. Operate this plant efficiently; increase the production capacity as
well as domestic market which contribute for making India a superpower. The public

will do their part for this to cooperate. |

We gave our natural resources to the company. People are still suffering
being affectéd by cancer. People are spending %4-5 lakhs to pursue engineering
education by taking bank loans, after graduation no proper job opportunities, pushing
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into debt. We have given our own land for the company. Why are the youth of our
area being excluded? What is the status of those 200 young people who were
affected earller?

We are not saying'we don't want this expansion or this plant here. How many
parents here having children who pursued Engineering and remain Jobless please
raise your hand? Every street has 10 Jobless graduates. We request you to provide
jobs for the local youth so that their livelihoods can improve. If Cancer affects people,
they don’t have money for the treatment. To the District Collector Madam and the
company in charge, our demands are provide job opportunities to the qualified and
educated youth of this area.

23. Thiru.K.Thamaraiselvan, Gonur:

My name is Thamarai Selvan, Former Chairman, Gonur Panchayat. | have
been living in Gonur village for a long time. The company provides us with protected
drinking water on dally basis and organizes medical camps in our village twice a
year, along with one camp annually for livestock. | have no objection to the
establishment of the company. My request is 70% of employment opportunltles
should be reserved for local youth. Thank you.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem
District :

Everyone please in front please go back and take thelr seats. Chances will be
given to everyone.

24, Thiru.Senthilkumar,ﬁ Thangamap uri‘ Pattinam:

Greetings. | am Senthilkumar, Advocate, Thangamapuri Pattinam. All the
areas completely polluted. Similarly, Vidya Mandir School run by Chemplast which
was also shut down after the arrival of the coal company, affecting many children.
The company for their own growth stopped these activities. Our ancestors gave their
land to the company, for the hope of providing job opportunities.

In each area around 50 people and their successors had a job. The company
should again hire those 150 workers who protested against the unit for their job
security. | insist that this demand should be ensured as this is our livelihood. The
company should provide employment only to our local people specifically the local
youth. Also, the company should address the groundwater contamination by
providing clean water through a pipeline. | request that such initiatives must be taken
by the company. Thank you.
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25. Thiru.Vijayakumar, Raman Nagar:
My name is Vijayakumar, Social Activist, Makkal Pathai lyakkam. The

Chemplast Sanmar Company in Plant |, handle Monochlorodifluoromethane, which
directly affects the ozone layer and the CFC R22 gaé that directly impacts the ozone
layer, posing a threat to humanity. Similarly, in Plant I, they produce PVC resin,
which has already caused significant damage to the surrounding areas. | have
submitted numerous petitions regarding this issue, a case is also currently under trial
in the court. Hence, | request that a thorough investigation be conducted in all the
grievances of the public before granting permission for any expansion. Thank you.
26. Thiru.Venkatachalam, Raman Nagar:

Greetings to Collector Madam. My name is Venkatachalam. | have been
residing in Raman Nagar for the past 30 years. | am happy about the expansion of
this company. As it provide employment opportunities to the local public. | support for
this expansion project.

Sub Collector, Mettur:

Everyone please take their seats.
District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem

District:

Everyone please in front please go back and take their seats
27. Thiru. Rajasekhar, Gonur:

My name is Rajasekaran, H/o Chairperson, District Panchayat Union. We
welcome this company. However, there are around one lakh families living in areas
like Gonur village, Veerakalpudhur, and PN Patti. | request to provide employment
opportunities to the locals in Neem category. Furthermore, the company's shall
ensure 60% of permanent employment opportunities allocated to the local
community. Similarly, all contract-based jobs, including housekeeping, should also
be provided to the local residents. While we appreciate the company’s CSR
activities, which also includes providing water facilities for our region. We request to
further enhance these efforts by supplying additional one lakh liters of water to the
Gonur region as part of your CSR activities. Thank you.

28. Thiru. Govindan, Gonur:

| am speaking on behalf of Gonur Vivasaigal Sangam. If the company

established, there will be many advantages for us. They have provided water supply

for our area three times, set up street light, Schools & Park maintenance, jobs for
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local youths. The company is operating efficiently. Mettur area will be known to
others only when this expansion took place | welcome this project on behalf of Gonur
Vivasaigal Sangam. '

29. Thlru.Mamvannanl Veerakalpudhur:

My name is Manivannan, | am this constituency Secretary, Naam Tamilar
Party. My area is Kuhjandiyur Veerakalpudur panchayat, there are two Chemplast
companies located in our region. In the past due to the gas leakage, people in this
- area suffered from nausea dysentery and evacuated their homes. Many will say due
to this company people are being employed but the reality if you check in the
company, no local person has been employed in this company. Ten years ago
people might say | am working in Chemplast, now the company is hiring them only
as contract labourers. We know the truth that because of this company water
resources are affected. They are creating a scene like providing jobs and report that
there is no land, water pollution has been happening in this area. There is pollution
because of that the unit is giving piped water to the public. They say they will
increase the production from 66000 Ton to 145000 Ton. When the company started
50 years ago there was not much population in this region now around 2 lakhs of
people are living here. The company is located in the centre of the region. Doesn't
the company cause pollution? Doesn't it affect the water resource? Hence the
necessary measures should be taken for the control of these issues.

District Enwronmental Engineer, Tamll Nadu Pollutlon Control Board, Salem
District :

The next speaker please express your views concisely.

30. Th|ru Emarald Venkatachalam, Veerakalpudhur:

Greetings to the District Collector, who has taken the lead in attending this
public consultation meeting, joined by Mettur Revenue Divisional Officer, Pollution
Control Board Engineer, the Honorable Member of Parliament, the esteemed
Member of the Mettur Legislative Assembly, the former Member of Parliament, and
the public who have participated in this event. My name is Emerald Venkatachalam. |
had served three terms as Chairman, Veerakalpudur Panchayat and once as a
councilor. When | first assumed the office, there was a severe water shortage in the
region. We requested the administration for this and the company provided the water
supply. Even today, they provide about 15 lakh liters of water daily and drinking

water twice a day, in the morning and evening. There is no criticism on this
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company; they gathered us here to express our views for the establishment of their
new factory. | urge the administration to set up this factory immediately and provide
employment opportunities to many people. This is important because several
industries here have already been shut down including Beardshell Mill, Mettur
Spinning Mill, and MALCO. With so many factories closing, the region's economic
growth has been severely impacted. We support the establishment of the factory.

31. Thiru. Sakthivel, Gonur:

Greetings, my name is Sakthivel, Gonur. The Chemplast Sanmar Company is
expanding its operations in its Units | and Il. We welcome this initiative. Furthermore,
we hope the company will continue to expand its branches and increase production
in its factories. By doing so, it can provide greater livelihood opportunities for the
people of this region and ensure their wéll-being. | am welcoming the company's
expansion. Thank you.

32. Thiru. Tamilvanan, Veerakalpudur:
B My name is Tamilvanan, Former Chairman, Veerakalpudur Panchayat. While

several companies in the Mettur region have declined over the period, the
Ch'émplast Sanmar alone continues to operate. As others have stated, we welcome
the expansion of Chemplast Sanmar. But employment opportunities should be
provided to the local residents. The unit benefits the public in various ways. We
welcome the expansion and request thaf local people should be given priority in
employment opportunities. Thank you.

33. Thiru. S.R.Parthiban, Former Member of Legislative Assembly, Mettur:
Myself S.R.Parthiban. Former Member of Legislative Assembly. When it

comes to our Mettur constituency, just as the Mettur Dam which stands as a

significant symbol, the Chemplast Company along with various factories over
different periods in Mettur.

As everyone who has spoken here has emphasized one key thing. The
Chemplast Company has been operating in Mettur for nearly 65-70 years. Over this
period, there are around one lakh population living in the surrounding areas,
including Gonur village, P.N. Patti, and Veerakalpudur. Educated students from this
region are forced to migrate to various states and districts in search of jobs. During
my tenure as a Member of the Legislative Assembly and Member of Parliament, it is
noted to me that many well-educated youth, despite holding various qualifications,

left Mettur in search of employment opportunities to other industries. Despite having
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promrnent industries like Chemplast, JSW located in our regron We are unable to
answer | strongly urge that 100% employment opportunities be provided to the local
youth. Furthermore as someone mentioned earlier that Hosur has transformed into
a thriving industrial hub and a major municipality, even though it developed later than
Mettur. Several municipalities that were once behind Mettur have now become larger
corporations. However, in Mettur many rndustrres have been shut down. If those
industries had continued to operate, Mettur could have evolved into a significant
industrial city, much like Hosur. Most of the people here have welcomed the
Chemplast Company. | am also welcoming it. Please proceed with the expansion
and development works effectively. We are not opposing it. However, | request that
the necessary needs of the people living around the factory, such as access to clean
drinking water, protection from air pollution, and safeguarding natural resources
should also be addressed. Providing employment opportunities must be guaranteed.
I'appeal to the District Collector to ensure this. Just as the Mettur Dam stands as a
symbol of pride, Chemplast should become a symbol of the people of Mettur.
Chemplast is a people’s factory hence it must fully meet the fundamental needs of
the people of Mettur and provide 100% support. With this, | welcome and
congratulate this factory and its expansion efforts. Thank you.

34. Thiru. M.Anbazhagan, P.N.Patti:

Madam, my name is M. Anbalagan, 11" ward councilor, PN Patti | live in
Karumalai Koodal area, which consists of approxrmately 5,000 households. The
company is located in Veerakal Panchayat but all its waste is being dumped in PN
Patti Panchayat PN Patti Panchayat consists of 18 wards, and over 10 of these
wards are severely affected by this water. You might ask how? For the past 10
years, the wells in our area have been dried up and now all the wells have become
unusable. We don’t even have water to drink. People have installed bore wells, but
even from those, only oil-like chemicals emerge. Consequently, those bore wells
have also been abandoned. Before five years ago, the company used to supply 1-2
lakh liters of drinking water daily, which was obtained through protests led by our
previous leaders. However, this water supply was stopped four years ago. When we
ask for water, they said that Pollution Control Board department prevents them from
providing it, stating that it should be given only as purified water. Currently, w
receive drinking water only once or twice a week, and even that supply is irregular

and insufficient. Where are we supposed to turn for help? If we had bore wells, we
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could use them. If we had functioning wells, we bould draw water from there. We
approached our Chairman, PN Patti Panchayat to addréss the issue with the
Chemplast Company but no action has been taken by the administration. Now they
are talking about expansion, which will only cause the same damage. The primary
issue is that we don't have water for us. We've already raised this issue with our
MLA, he approached the company. However, we don’t know what discussions took
place. For the past three to four years, we've been fighting for a solution, but there
has been no response, and we still don't have water. All we are asking is drinking
water and we request you to ensure the same.

35. Thiru. Annamalai, Mettur:

| am a former employee of Chemplast, currently residing in Raman Nagar. |
worked in the company for over 38 years before retirement. There were more than
15 companies operating in the Mettur Taluk. It is not possible to claim that because
of this company only the ground water has been contaminated. There are other
chemical plants such as Micofam, TCM has also contributed significantly to the
issue. Personally, | have no health issues such as high blood pressure or diabetes
and have been living a healthy life. | am living just 500 meters away from the
company, and there is no pollution affecting the area currently. The situation has
improved significantly. If the company expands further, it will create many new
employment opportunities for workers like me. These jobs will enable families to
educate their children and improve their living standards. | support the expansion.
Thank you. ’

36. Thiru. Chandrasekaran, PN Patti:

My name is Chandrasekafan, Union Secretary, AIADMK, P.N.Patti. Greetings
to the District Collector and all others who have attended this public hearing
regarding the factory expansion. The proposed expansion of this factory is a
welcome initiative. | request that employment opportunities shall be provided to the

local residents. The local youth are often hired as temporary basis for a period of six
months, a year or 2 years and then they are dismissed. | kindly request that such
workers shall be made permanent. Regarding healthcare in this region, | reqUest that
monthly visit by doctors shall be arranged for check up through regular médical
camps. Similarly, concerns have been raised about the inadequate supply of purified
drinking water. | urge that additional water supplies be provided to address this
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issue. With these demand, | extend our full support for the factory expansion and
hope it brlngs more employment opportunities to many people. Thank you.
37. Thlru Ponnusamy, P.N. Patti:

My name is Ponnusamy, District Treasurer, DMK. | have served for 15 years
as the Chairman, P.N. Patti Panchayat. Dunng my tenure, if we request for
construction of Public toilet facility, the administration provided us immediately. They
provided 25 lakh liters of water supply dally However, that was now discontinued. |
request the District Collector to look into this matter and ensure its restoration. In
terms of healthcare, the administration has been organizing medical camps twice a
year, providing treatment for diseases like cancer and TB. Additionally, they have
constructed a large community hall for Marriage and other events, which has been
useful for us over 15 years. | also want to highlight that our Honorable Chief Minister
of Tamrl Nadu is dmgently working to protect both the industrial and agricultural
sectors as two eyes of the state. His efforts aim to faster industrial growth and
increase Tamil Nadu's revenue. | urge the Chemplast administration to support these
objectives and work in alignment with this vision. Thank you.

38. Thiru. Sumathi Vivekanandan Gonur:
_— e i,

'My name is Sumathi Viveka'nandanﬁ 3" Ward councillor.
District Enwronmental Engineer, Tamll Nadu Pollutlon Control Board, Salem
District:
v Sir Please express the views about this project concrsely, others also should
speak ' |
Thiru, Sumathi Vivekartandan, Gonur (Cohtinued)

A lot of people worked in the Chemplast company. Now reopenlng of this
factory, neither provides employment nor anyone can work here. Already Water, land
has been spoiled. Don't open the factory they will not provide anything, this is just an
eye wash.

39. Thiru.Sathasivam, Member of Legislative Assembly, Mettur:

- In my Mettur constituency, the Chemplast Sanmar is expanding its production
of hydrogen peroxide and caustic soda, for that public hearing meeting has been
conducted under the Ieadershlp of the District Collector and organized by the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board which is proceeding efficiently. As a MLA, | welcome
this meeting. Various opinions have been expressed by the peopie but majority of
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them emphasizing for job opportunities. Some have raised concerns about
groundwater contamination and called for studies to address these issues. The
Pollution Control Board office in Salem has answered for my Assembly Question as
part of my efforts, | successfully advocated for the establishment of a dedicated
engineering section of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in Mettur. Previously,
no such section existed specifically for Mettur. As requested to the Hon'ble Chief
Minister and Hon'ble Minister Thiru. Meiyanathan, for separate Engineering section
was formed for Mettur since most of the Chemical Manufacturing Industries, MTPS
and JSW located in this area. With the approval, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
has set up this section, which has been operational for the past two years; It
monitors pollution levels from major industrial establishménts, including Mettur
Thermal Power Station, JSW, SIDCO Industrial Estate and Chemplast, ensuring
their compliance with the standards. Chemplast has been functioning in Mettur for
over 52 years. One of my houses is located behind the company and another in front
of the company. | emphasise the safety and prosperity of the people. However the
people who are all criticizing the coympany today, there agony was true 25 years ago.‘
But to clarify that the company for the past 22 years has been adapted to Zero-Liquid
Discharge (ZLD) system. During my tenure as a Councilor, | was also Chairman,
Standing Committee as many complaints received regarding water poliution; | called
then Collector Sandanakumar, I.A.S., DEE, Pollution Control Board for inspection.
The unit authorities told that at a cost of ¥50 crore they make sure that wastewater
from Plant || & Plant lll are made through Zero-Liquid Discharge and reused for
process. | also verified it. For me both People & Industry are important. MALCO has
ceased its operations for 14 years. People often came to me requesting that to hold
talk with the Hon'ble CM and Hon'ble Industries Minister as 4500 workers were
involved in aluminium production. But the company could not produce even for a
year. | have raised this matter with the Chief Minister, saying that we provide subsidy
to the company, we have availability of current, water and land. The Hon'ble CM has
stated that after inspection, steps will be taken to revive the MALCO by the end of
this year. | have no objections for industrial growth, it must be conducted
responsibly. Three months ago, based on the public interest | staged a strike before
Chemplast Plant Il gate for the job security of those 140-150 workers. Everyone
Knows my struggle the Collector, the Minister that | demanded that for those who
completed 10" should get salary of Fifteen thousand; 12" should get Seventeen
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Thousand; Diploma should get Twenty Thousand and graduate should get Thirty
thousand.

Al we aré asking is provide us job Opportunities. The company should
operate productively and safely both Central Government and State Pollution Control
Board has installed one meter to monitor the pollution level and if any exceedence
noticed any variation in values DEE will come for inspection. The defects mentioned
now, existed 25 years ago. For 20 years the Chemplast is following the conditions
prescribed by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. 95% pollution is controlled by
provndlng zero discharge, 5% by Pollution Control Board, 5% by our minister
Thiru.Thangam Thenarasu and 15% by JSW there issues should be addressed by
end of this year. As per Norms they are manufacturing Hydrochloric aC|d
chloromethane, hydrogen peroxide. The people of Gonur, Mottur, Kunjandiyur,
Raman nagar and' Verrakalpudhur should not be affected so the factory should
obtain the necessary permission from Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for the
norms, and Collector and DEE should ensure it. | had spoken about this in
Leglslatlve Assembly. Hence there is a possibility for this expansion. But thls has
reduced our employment opportunities. That is why | protested.

The Com‘pany should not act against your will. The Anna DMK, Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam, Congress, Communist, Patali People's Party, Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal where are not parties for our people You should give guarantee that

85% of the work will be given to the local people and hire the 150 people within a
month. The government will give permlssmn as per GO. At present JSW and
Chemplast are the only the companies in Mettur. MALCO, TCM, Chemical Mill are
not in existence now. For the livelihood of our people, we need industry and industry
should operate that operation must be obtained with the permission of Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board. On behalf of the people of Mettur, | want you to take into
consideration the grievances of our people and address their grievances instead
taking revenge on them for complaining about Chemplast. Please accept my plea
and give permission for it.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Board of Control, Salem

District:
Everyone will be glven opportunities.
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40. Mr. Iswaramurthy, Mettur: ‘
| am Secretary, Naam Tamilar Party. It is regrettable that our MP and

Panchayat Chairman and public were kept waiting for 1 hour after informing them
that the meeting will start at 11 AM. Also, the MLA hasn’t been invited properly. It
raises doubt on the project because of the crowd gathered here.

They are making fool of us saying not even 1% of acid waste, plastic waste or
chemical waste has been disposed in a project that manufactures 145000 Ton of
Chemicals Also, to implement this plan, you need to ensure that the safety of the

houses around the place. | oppose this on behalf of the party.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Board of Control, Salem

District : | |
Everyone will be given opportunities.

41. Thiru.Mugilan, Erode: ‘

My name is Mugilan, Cordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection
Movement. | involved in various studies conducted by the Government departments.
Greetings to the meeting head the District Collector, joined by the RDO, Mettur, the
District Environmental Engineer and others. The meeting isn't about whether we
need this plant or not before starting they explained us for 15-30 minutes, details of
the project. The operation of this plant will inevitably affect the air, water, sound and
soil biodiversity. But they didn't told us how they are going to correct it, they instead
* told about the welfare programs énd providing employment opportunities. ‘

The local people'who spoke here said that 1000 acres of land and 63 wellé
around this area have become polluted and unfit for usage. The employment that will
be genérated after this project is 400 permanent and 500 temporary. These
employment opportunities are also not given to local people. We are speaking about
the cause and effect of the project based on the Environmental Impact Assessment
Report.

(Commotion in the'crowd)

Most of the people who have spoken before, are entitied within the necessity
of the plant establishment, none.of them are talking about what was said in the EIA
report. | am talking with the EIA report. The District Environmental Engineer knows
what we are saying. The result of this hearing is taken in SEIAA only. Not decided
the District Collector or District Environmental Engineer.

(Commotion in the crowd)
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District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Board of Control, Salem

District: ;

Sir please don't pull the mic. He is speaking.

Thiru.Mugilan, Erode (continues):

As per EC production, the area prdpoSed for this project is said to be 2,500 to
30,000% times increase. In case of PVC (Polyvinyl Chloride), there is a 220%
increase in project. In such a situation, this plant has already caused numerous
impacts. The lifespan, as mentioned in the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the
refrigeration unit is 31.05.2024 and for the PVC unit is 8™ month of 2024 However,
they conducted the study six months prior to the issue of TOR , between February 1
and April 30, hence it is a violation. Furthefmore, the plant is located within 300
meters of a residential area, which is another major concern.

' (Commotion in the crowd)

Similarly, red industries should not be permitted near national highways, as
per regulations. However, this facility is located adjacent to the highway. Similarly,
expansion of such plants within a radius of five kilometers from Cauvery river are not
allowed.

| (Commotion in the crowd)

The Vinyl gas is located in 404 meters and the PVC is just 660 meters away.

| (Commotion in the crowd)

The Témil“Nadu" government has mandated for reclamation of 3% of
wetlands. However, the wetland in Mettur must be reclaimed by the Tamil Nadu
gyove‘rrdir'nen’t‘. FYUrthermdre.'ten rare species of flora and fauna in the area are on the
verge of extinction, which requires urgent attentiqn. '

- (Commotion in the crowd)
42. Thiru. Vijayaraghavan, Kavipuram:

My name is Vijayaraghavan. | am currently providing contract service in
Chemplast unit. They stated that due to this company there occurs water problem.
what is essential for purifying water? Chlorine is essential. Clean water cannot be
achieved without chiorine. Similarly, peroxide which is commonly used \for treating
wounds. This is not only about expansion, earlier around 1,600 workers had beén
employed in“ Plant | and also provided jobs to many people. We should only look
forwérd fo its furfher develovpment. If 100 people benefited while 10 people are
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affected due to development means you must support for the 100 people who will
get benefitted. ' o
43, Thiru. Mohan, Mettur: ‘

My name is Mohan. | am a former em'p'loyee who worked at Chemplast

Sanmar for 30 years. Neither my family nor | have faced any issues because of this
company. From my father period, we are working here. | support this project.
44, Thiru. Mani, Gonur:

My name is Mani. | am from Gonur West village. For the past 40 years, the
groundwater in regions such as P.N. Patti, Gonur, and Veerakal have been polluted.
It was confirmed by the reports from Government officials. We welcome the
industries that will provide employment opportunities. Already due to pollution Mettur
was classified as Red Zone. Hence we support only for establishment of non
chemical industries. These regions has enough groundwater reéources however due
to groundwater pollution, the unit is providing water for the above three villages. We

oppose the establishment of Chemical industries.
45, Thiru. Udhayakumar, Gonur:

My name is Udhayakumar, Mecheri West Union Secretary. My native is
Gonur and the company is located in our region. We welcome the new expansion of
Sanmar Limited. As requested by the MLA, | also urge the opening of the MALCO
plant to provide employment opportunities for local youths. | am requesting the
Chemplast Sanmar to provide job opportunities to local youth. | support the
expansion. Thank you. | |
46. Thiru. Suresh Kumar, Veerakalpudhur:

Greetings to the District Collector and everyone present. My name is Suresh
Kumar, Secretary, Pattali Makkal Katchi, Veerakalpudur. My house is located in front
of the factory; my family has been living there for 50 years. My father worked in the
factory and now myself working in that factory. If you look at Mettur, the Lower Mill,
Upper Mill, MALCO factory, TCM has been shut down, the Upper Mill is also closed,
the Malco factory, the TCM factory and Ramesh Metals have been closed. Similarly,
if this factory is also cIoSed, there will be no choice we will be working for stone
breaking for livelihood. This factory has implemented advanced safety measures to
handle chlorine by developing their own electrical system called THERMAX, which
ensures safety in case of accidents that has been backed by the EB Department. In
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my opinion, the operation of the factory will provide employment opportunities to the
people. Hence, | support 100% for this project.
47. Tmt. S.Neelavathi, R.C.Plant (opp.)

Greetings to- the Collector Madam. My name is S.Leelavathi, Treasurer,

Salem West, Vanniyar Sangam. | live opposite to the RC plant. The establishment of
the cempany will provide employment however it should not affect the groundwater.
My house is damaged‘and may collapse due to corrosion, because of the company’s
discharged wastewater passing near my house So, Proper drainage and safety
measures need to be done. When local public are being affected by this, then they
should be benefitfed, they are struggling with mere wages for Rs.5000/- & Rs.8000/-.
Many graduates who had completed their degree in Cherﬁical are living here. The
COmpeny should hire them. | support the project however they should implement it in
pollution free manner Thank you.

48. Thiru. Rajkumar, Panagkadu:

' My name is Rajkumar. | am living in Panagkadu and we are living there for
three generations. The company was established 70 years ago since then; | am also
one of the families who have been benefited due to this factory. The company has
provided employment to more than a hundred women. The company must provide
necessary arrangements; so that it will not affect the public. We support this project.
49, Thiru.C‘.Mathai)(ainl Para Legal Volunteer: '

- My name is C. Madhaivyan, Para Legal Volunteer, Respected District
Celleefef, everyone knows that the world is currently facing the effects of global
werming. Due to the esteblis;hmyent of Chemplast in this region, nearly all the wells in
and around a 15 Km have been adversely affected. In this situation, if the company
is allowed for 'evxpené.ion, it will cause more damage. Hence it should be cbhtrolled in
the preliminary stage. | am opposing this project.

50. Tmt. Anbu Mozhi, Thangamapuripattinam:

Greetings. | am Anbu Mozhi from Thangamapuripattinam. The company has
provided fraining for 500 women for tailoring through their CSR activities. Hence, we
have been benefited for our livelihood.

51. Thiru. Asaithambi, Kavipuram:

I am here on behalf of Kavipuram, which is located behind Plant I. The
Chempiast company has been providing many welfare activities. We support this
project.
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52. Thiru. K. Mohammed Yusuf, P.N. Patti: -

My name is K. Mohammed Yusuf, 2nd ward, P.N. Patti. We support this
project. ‘ ‘ |
53. Thiru. Manickam, P.N. Patti:

My name is Manickam. | live in P.N. Patti. | am involved in the Coal unioading

business and 200 people are workihg under my management. Approximately 100
families depend on this business. If the expansion takes place, there is an
opportunity for more workers to benefit. Therefore, | support this project. Thank you.
54, Thiru. Govindan, Desai hagar:

My name is Govindan. | live in Desai Nagar. | am doing contract business by

employing 30 persons in Chemplast. | support for the development of the company. |
55. Thiru. Saravanan, Mettur: |
My name is Saravanan. | support for this expansion. Thank you.

56. Thiru. Ramamurthy,Mottur:
-+ My name is Ramamoorthy, Mottur, Gonur West village. | live behind the

company. The company has been involved welfare activities. Hence, we fully support
this expansion. Thank you.
57. Thiru. S.Kamal, Kunjandiyur:

We support this project, We operating a provisional shop opposite to the unit,
All the shop owners from Kunjuandiur to RS rely on this company for their livelihood.
If the company expands, it will further boost our economic situation and improve our

livelihoods. _
58. Thiru. Venkatesh, Environment Activist:
My name is Venkatesh, Environmental Activist. | do not know Tamil. | am

submitting my opinions in written. Thank you.
59. Thirl_i. Soundhar,Raman nagar:

My name is Soundhar. | live in Raman Nagar, which is nearby to the factory.
Since childhood, we have been playing in the TSN Nagar Ground. Now, we are not

allowed to play there anymore. There are no playgrounds available in Mettur

constituency. In the past, they used to provide us sports equipment, but now they
have stopped it. We request that they should provide again.

60. Thiru. P.Mani, Raman nagar
| am working in this company on contract basis. The workers are benefitted by

the company. Hence, the company must grow and your support is needed.
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61. Thiru. K.C.Kalaikovan:
I'was once a Village Munusif, then Village Administrative Officer. | am the one

who facilitated the Jand acquisition for this company. Till now, the company has been
operating well and has been a great support to the people here. | support the
expansion of the factory.

62. Thiru. Mariyappan, Palankottai:

My name is Mariyappan, Palankottai. The Chemplast unit is operating well.
We support this expansion. Thank you.
63. Thiru. N. Palamsamy, Sampalli:

I worked in this company All the Chemplast industries are operating
efficiently. So, the company is necessary.
64. Thiru. Suresh, Mettur:

My name is Suresh, District Seoretary, Tamilzaga Vivasaya Pathukapu

Sangam. The current situation is Livestock cannot drink water. Water from 1000 ft
Borewell is not fit for drinking as it is contaminated with chemicals. Please
investigate this issue. We need jobs, but if those jobs come at the cost of destroying
us, we do not want such. On behalf of our Association, we completely oppose this.
The company is discharging chemical waste into the bore wells. This is happening in
every company. So, it needs to be thoroughly investigated under your leadership and
report must be published. We are severely affected by this chemical-contaminated
water. Please ask opinion from the farmers. If you ask the opinion of the workers
employed by the company and the local shop owners they show their support for the
project. We oppose the pro;ect on behalf of the farmers association,

65. Thiru. Bhagu Guna, Thangamapuri Pattlnam'

My name is Bhagu Guna. | am from Thangamapuri Pattinam. | am living
opposite to the Chemplast's Coal plant. In that area, they made an agreement in
2009, stating that they would implement ten types of safety measures, but none of
them were implemented. They promised that they would transport the chemical
containers after 10 PM, but in reality, they take them as early as 7 PM. The
excessive loading and transportation of coal is leading to issues, where coal is being
spilled on the roads. They come at night to clean up it remains a safety issue.
Additionally, there are an increased number of cancer patients in this area. Vinyl
chloride, which is a cancer-causing substance, is being released, and this has led to
a rise in cancer cases. During the COVID-19 pandemic, over 45 people in
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Thangamapuri Pattinam lost their lives due to lung problems and cancer. Hence, I

completely oppose the expansior: of this PVC factory.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem
District: '

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, | would like to express
my gratitude to all those who have come to the public hearing meeting.

Bya- O 44 657

District Environmental Engineer ‘ _ District Collector .
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board - Salem ( N )
Salem | | Yo
X A 6"“\\"";{ B .
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