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PROCEEDINGS OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE UNIT OF

M/s. CHEMPLAST SANMAR LIMITED, SF.No. 5, 7/1, 2, 3A, 3B, 8/1, 2A, 2B, 9/1, 2

1

3, 10/1, 2, 3A, 3B, 4, 12/1A, 1B, 13/1. 14/1A, 2A, SULIGUNTA VILLAGE,

SHOOLAGIRI TALUK. KRISHNAGIRI DISTRICT - 635105 FOR THE PROPOSED

EXPANSION IN PRODUCTION OF SYNTHETIC ORGANIC CHEMICALS &

PESTICIDE SPECIFIC INTERMEDIATES FROM 1601.4 MT/ANNUM TO 20031.4

MT/ANNUM ON 12.05.2023 AT 10.30 AM AT M/s. “HMS MAHAL, 4/1332, BERIGAI

CHECKPOST, SHOOLAGIRI ROAD, BERIGAI, SHOOLAGIRI TALUK,

KRISHNAGIRI (DT.) PIN CODE - 635105".

Present:

1 Tmt R Saranya, IAS. : Sub Couectorl HOSur

(Representative of the District Collector,

i Krishnagiri)

2 | Er. R. Venkatesan : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Hosur,

Krishnagiri District

3 | Er. T. Senthil Kumar : | Assistant Engineer,
' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Hosur,

Krishnagiri District

4 | Er. S. Neelamegam . | Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Hosur,

Krishnagiri District

5 | Thiru.G.Sankarsubramanian | : | The President,
M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Limited

6 | Thiru. Yogeeswara : | The Senior Vice President - Operations,

Basappa Gowda M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Limited

7 | Thiru.N.Rama Krishnan : | EIA Consultant,
M/s. Aqua Air Environmental Engineering

Private Limited, Chennai.

8 | Public . 1134 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)




The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Hosur, Krishnagiri District welcomed the Sub Collector, Hosur (Representative of
the District Collector, Krishnagiri), Revenue officials, all the general public and
the Director of the unit who were present in the public hearing of the proposed
expansion activity for the unit of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Limited, SF.No. 5, 71,
2 3A, 3B, 8/1, 2A, 2B, 9/1, 2, 3, 10/1, 2, 3A, 3B, 4, 12/1A, 1B, 13/1, 14/1A, 2A,
Suligunta Village, Shoolagiri Taluk, Krishnagiri District to the products of
synthetic organic chemicals & pesticide specific intermediates from 1601.4
MT/Annum to 20031.4 MT/Annum and stated that the expansion activity for the
unit is required to get Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &CC), Government of India.
He also added that the public notice informing the conducting of Public Hearing
was published in the Tamil and English dailies, such as, “Dinathanthi” and “The
New Indian Express” dated 07.04.2023 and a public announcement has been
made through loudspeakers, and pamphlets were issued in the surrounding
areas of B.Kuruparapally, Sikkanapally, Sulikunda villages. Further, informed
that the Project Proponent would make a presentation on the project, after which

the public can express their views.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Hosur, Krishnagiri District also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of
the public and reply by the Project Proponent will be recorded through
videography and the same will be sent to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change/ State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu.

The Sub Collector, Hosur (Representative of the District Collector,
Krishnagiri) has initiated the Public Hearing process. Further, The Sub Collector,
Hosur hés requested the Project Proponent to explain about their proposed
expansion activity through power point presentation and requested the public to
express their view and obtain necessary clarifications for their doubts.

Thereafter, M/s. Agua Air Environmental Engineering Private Limited,

Chennai an EIA Consultant and The President of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar
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Limited have made presentation about the proposed project to the public along
with Environmental Management Plan. Thereafter, the District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Hosur, Krishnagiri District has
invited the public to express their views and comments about the proposed

expansion activity. The views and suggestions of the public are detailed below:

1. Thiru. Seenapa, Head Master, Panchayat Primary School, Sulikunda

Village:

Thiru. Seenapa, Head Master of Panchayat Primary School welcomed all
those who attended the Public Hearing Meeting and he said that nearby schools
and villages got benefitted through M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Limited and he

thanked for giving this opportunity.
2: Thiru. Venkatesappa, V. Sigarapalli Village:

Thiru. Venkatesappa has said that he use to get a lot of job works from
M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Limited such as setting up of bus shelter, construction
of road for public and painting works for Government Schools and temples in the

nearby villages.
3. Thiru. Sonnepalliyappa , B. Kurubarapalli Village:

Thiru. Sonnipalliyappa, B. Kurubarapalli village mentioned that 12 years
ago M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd has helped to resolve the water shortage of B.
Kurubarapalli Village people by constructing bore wells and pipelines. Also, they
agreed to provide pure drinking water facility and painting for schools in nearby
villages of B. Kurubarapalli Village, V. Sigarapalli Village, Sikkanapalli Village and
Suligunta Village. Then he asked to provide similar facilities in the other villages
surronding the unit of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd. He also asked to fulfill the
other basic needs of B. Kurubarapalli, Panapalli, Berigai Village people. Further,
he added that since the unit has provided high technology equipments, they have

now resolved the odour problem persisted 20 y=2ars back.



Reply:

The representative of unit replied that the cost of expansion activity
is around Rs. 2000 Crore in which 10% is CSR fund, from this fund 15 Crore
Rupees will be spent to provide basic facilities for the nearby villages. Now, the
plant is equipped with sophisticated and continuous monitoring techniques based
air pollution control devices so that the changes in the plant operation can be
monitored and controlled immediately. Hence, the problems that prevailed 20

years back will not occur.

4. Thiru. Bethalappa, B. Kurubarapalli Village:

Thiru. Bethalappa said that, M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd provide necessary
facilities in the school for the students of 11" and 12" in the village, he also
mentioned that agriculture is the main work for the people in and around the
villages of unit. Further, he added that most of the members who are attending
the meeting were farmers. He requested the unit to carry out a research about
the insects which affects cultivation of mango flowers in Hosur Taluk and
produce pesticides to help farmers. Also, he told that he has raised this issue

infront of the District Collector during Agri Grievance Day petition.
5. Thiru. Radhakrishnan, Ex — Service Man, Madivala Village:

Thiru. Radhakrishnan said that, a lake is located 1 km from their village and
500 meters from M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd. He also said that, if it is properly
cleared and maintained, it will benefit to the agricultural activity of nearby villages.
Also, the unit has not provided any assistance to their village, so he requested to

fulfil this request.
6. Thiru. Murali Kumar, Berigai Panchyat:

Thiru. Murali Kumar has pointed that, “the management said that,
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) fund is about Rs. 7 crore per year”. They
said that, they have helped the village a lot. But, there is no year-wise breakdown

of expenses shown in the presentation. He said that he studied in Berigai
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Government School in the year 2010 and this school is located at a distance of 1
km from the Industry. Also, he said that, still there is a problem of bad odour
arises in the company presently, the annual production of the company was 1600
tons, now it has proposed to increase by 16 to 17 times and it is about 20,000
tons. He asked how the problems caused by the proposal expansion will be
solved by the unit. Further, He also said that, the company does not provide
employment to the villagers here. Further, he informed the Sub Collector, Hosur
that, he had no objection to the proposed expansion of the plant, provided that
the company should give priority in employing the people of nearby villages and

provide adequate basic facilities to the general public.

Reply:

The representative of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd has said that, the
company will give preference to those who have studied Diploma (Chemical
Technology), Master's Degree in Chemistry, Degree in Chemical Engineering.
Also, our company's preference is to recruit locally qualified individuals.
Because, they will continue to come for work without any break and it will be great
benefit to the company. since the employment camp is conducted only in Hosur
and not in other places like Chennai and Bangalore. So, that the candidate from

Krishnagiri can easily participate in interview.
The Sub Collector, Hosur :

The Sub Collector, Hosur said that, during recruitment, inform the local
public in advance about the job vacancies and job qualifications. Therefore, local
people can benefit by knowing the employment information through this, she also

requested the local people to make proper use of these employment camps.
7i Thiru. Naresh Babu, Berigai Panchyat:

Thiru. Naresh Babu said that, the company had not made any

announcement about the job vacancies and he did not know if the announcement



was made in the nearby villages as well. Therefore, he requested to take proper
action in this regard and make an announcement in future. He also said that, the
company did not provide any assistance to Berigai village. He said that, he is
opposing this project, because people from other places come here and settle
down for work, but educated and uneducated youth in their village are still
unemployed. Further, he added that, the proposed expansion is likely to provide
direct employment to 1,000 people and indirect employment to 2,000 to 3,000

people. So, he requested that these jobs should be provided to the local people.

The Sub Collector, Hosur :
The Sub Collector, Hosur said that, the local people can get to know the
information about the employment of their company, if they provide information to

Gram Panchayat Office, Block Development Office and Taluk Office.

Reply:

The representative of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd has said that, they are
going to conduct employment camps within 6 to 8 months, at that time the local
people will be properly notified. Also, an overhead water reservoir has been
completed in the Berigai village through “Namaku Naamae® scheme, one
electrical engineer and one quality control engineer from Berigai village are
currently employed in the company, buildings for 11" and 12" classes have been
constructed in a local high school, road facilities have been provided to the
school, further toilets and a passenger shelter have been constructed in a local
village. He also said that, a lake located in the village was desilted last year.
Finally, he informed that the Social Need Assessment is currently being done and
based on that the Corporate Social Responsibility Fund will be spent.

8. Thiru. P.S.R Praveen Kumar, Berigai Village:

Thiru. P.S.R Praveen Kumar said that, he did not know about the public
hearing was taking place here. He said that, he was unable to give his opinion on

the project as it was only explained in the power point presentation and no reports



were provided about the cost of the pollution control devices and the measures
taken in order not to harm the environment. He said that, the proposed expansion
will increase the production capacity by 15 times. Also, the government has
banned the use of pesticides for agriculture but the company is manufacturing
raw materials for such banned pesticides on a large scale. As a result, the
farmers are the ones who suffer the most. He also said that, the people and
children here have been affected by this company for the past 25 years, the
public had protested against the company for excessive smoke coming out of the
company. He said that, the factory is running with only a few air pollution control
devices. He further said that, there is no objection to the operation of this
company, but he requested to clarify to what extent the public will be benefited by
this company. He said that, the company management told that, “standard of
living of the common people will increase more and more, but he asked them to
tell how much it would increase” and to announce that priority should be given in
employment to the common people of the nearby villages. He said that,
many people are unemployed in the surrounding village such as Berigai,
B. Guruparapalli, Chinnachandram and the employment camps have been
advertised in news papers but they have not informed the Panchayat President.
He worried that if he had made it known, he would have sent the unemployed
people in his area to the employment camp. He said that, he was informed shortly
before the public hearing by the management and therefore the meeting was
conducted for sake of eye wash. Those who spoke before me said that they have
done a lot of development work for the village. But it is well known that it is the
duty of the company to undertake such development activities from the CSR fund.
Even though the company has spent Rs.4.20 lakhs for the development work in
Berigai, we will not allow the expansion activity which affects the public.

He pointed out that, he was not informed about the pros and cons of the
project and that there are more educated people in their area, and when they are
informed about the pros and cons, they can know about it. Also, he added that, it
is an eye-wash to hold this meeting without clarifying anything about the details of

the raw materials of the products manufactured in the factory and the description
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of the manufacturing process. Also, he said that he his opposing this project on

behalf of people of Berigai panchayat public.

Reply:

The representative of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd has said that, if
employment is given to outsiders they will leave the job within two years which
affects the performance of the company. Therefore, he said that they have no
objection in providing employment to the local public. Further, he added that,
presently, we are producing 35 chemicals and after expansion, we are planning to
produce 60 to 70 chemicals and all these are not pesticides, they are
intermediate products to produce pesticides, which was reported in the
environmental impact assessment report. He also said that, the pesticide is
produced from the intermediate product only after two or three reactions in the
process. He also said that, we are exporting this intermediate product to foreign
countries to produce pesticide. He said that, agriculture is the livelihood of the
people of this village and water is the basis for it. Thus, our company has a
proper water management system. Further, He said that, at present they are
using ground water and the water required for the expansion is planned to be
taken from Kelavarapalli dam presently sewage from Bangalore is being mixed
with river water in the dam. They proposed to treat and use this water for the
industry, the same has been reported in the EIA. So, the ground water and
agriculture will not be affected due to the proposed expansion. He informed that,
from the year of 2003-04, zero liquid discharge system has been set up in all the
Sanmar factories and all the trade effluent is treated and reused for the
production and no trade effluent is discharged from the factory, so the agriculture
will not be affected. Further, he added that the Trade Effluent generated from the
unit treated in ETP, RO followed by Reject Management System (ZLD) the
treated trade effluent is recycled back to the process. Thus the hazardous waste
generated from the ETP is sent to a common hazardous waste disposal facility

authorized by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. And the report is being



submitted to the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board regularly. In the unit, the
vaporized chemicals from the reactors are condensed at about (-20°C) in the
condenser and recovered and re-used in the process. Also, in our factory, we
have two stage absorption system (i.e., Scrubber). So, the vaporized chemicals
from the reactors will not pollute the air. Also, Ambient Air Quality Survey was
conducted at 11 places in 3 months and there is no detection of air pollutants. He
also said that, the weightage will be given to the local people in company's
employment opportunities.

9. Thiru. P.S.R Praveen Kumar, Berigai Village:

Thiru. P.S.R Praveen Kumar said that, according to the management, they
release the chemical vapours only after extracting the toxic substances as much
as possible in the surrounding villages, but only 300 or 500 houses in the
neighbouring villages, so they could not affect much. Whereas there are 2500
houses in their village with the population of 1000-1500, so they are mostly
affected than the others. Now, the factory is not increased production at present,
so we have no issues. But, if it is in operation, who will be responsible for the
damage to be caused to them due to increasing their production as per their
demand in the future.

Reply:

The representative of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd has said that, it is our
duty to operate the factory in a safe environment by installing modern industrial
pollution control.devices for the proposed expansion and operate it in a such
away that it does not affect the environment rather than operating with old

pollution control techniques.

10. Thiru. P.S.R Praveen Kumar, Berigai Village:
Thiru. P.S.R Praveen Kumar said that, even though, it is right to conduct public
hearing, he also requested to conduct public hearing again by giving proper

announcement to us with bit notices to the public. No announcement has been



done in our Berigai Village and announcement has been made in other areas. He
said it was an eye wash, since the meeting held without giving notice to the
people of their village. Even though, | am the president of this village panchyat, |
was not informed properly, so there is no possibility for the public to know about

this project.

11.  Thiru. Nagesh, Berigai Counciler:

Thiru. Nagesh has said that, for the past 25 years, we held a public
protest in front of the company for bad odour and ground water problems.
Following that, they informed that the trade effluent generated in the factory would
be treated and recycled again, and they set it up it immediately and arranged for
the public to visit it. He also informed that after that there was no problem of bad
smell and ground water. Further, he said that, agriculture in their village has not
been affected for the past 10 years and educated youth from their panchayat and
neighbouring panchayats are seeking for job in out of village, if they provide
employment to the educated youth in our village area, this will be an opportunity
for our villagers to know and clarified about the production processes of the
company. So, he requested that, the employment opportunity should be provided
to the locals. He said that, the unit is constantly providing assistance to meet the
drinking water needs of the villager under this panchayat by constructing
groundwater with pipe lines, providing necessary facilities to schools, and setting
up bus shelter etc.,

12. Thiru. Rajan, Maruthi Nagar, Berigai :

Thiru. Rajan has said that, no announcement has been made in his
village about the public hearing, so the public of his village does not know about
the meeting. Further he added that, the ground water level has decreased in this
area and there is bad smell arises from the company. Yesterday, he said, two
people were carrying waste from the company and that caused bad odour for 30
minutes. He also said that the details of the transportation of wastes from the

company were still unknown to us. He said that, half of the people who attended
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the meeting were employees of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd and others were

brought by the management of the unit, so this meeting is conducted for eye

wash.
The DEE, TNPCB, Hosur :

The DEE, TNPCB, Hosur has informed that, has issued Environmental
Impact Assessment, 2006 notificiation vide its S.0. No.1533 of MOEF, New Delhi,
dated 14.09.2006, as per this notification a public hearing to be conducted for
some projects before granting environmental clearance. Accordingly, the details
of the public hearing meeting for the proposed expansion project of
M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Ltd. have already been published in Tamil and English
dailies “Dinathanti” and “The New Indian Express” on 07.04.2023. Also, he
highlighted that, the public announcements have been made through vehicle
announcement and provided pamphlets to the public in the surrounding areas of
the villages of B. Guruparapalli, Seekkanapalli and Suligunta.
13.Thiru. Punit, Berigai

Thiriu. Punit, has said that, there are many educated youth in the area and
they are engaged in agriculture. The unit should explain the effects on
cultivation of. carrots, chillies, beans and flowers in the area due to this
expansion activity and also any road accidents occurs to the vehicles which
carrying the industrial wastes to the disposal site, what will happen, whether,
they have any plan to transport such waste in some other route which by-pass

his village and it should be clarified.

14. Thiru. V. Sunantha Reddy, Environmentalist, Nalkoda, Telugana :
Thiru. V. Sunantha Reddy has said that, he was the first environmentalist
to support industrial growth and wished for the proposed expansion of M/s.
Chemplast Sanmar Limited Company's proposed expansion of the production in
synthetic organic chemicals and specific pesticide intermediates from 1601.4 MT
per annum to 20031.4 MT per annum. He also suggested some points regarding
industrial development. The Environmental Consultant has already conducted air,

water, land, noise pollution and baseline survey conducted was good and
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satisfactory. He suggested that, collecting the health status of people, crop
production status, and ground water availability status for about 10 Km radius of
project and it will definitely help to take precautionary measures in maintaining the
ecological balance in future. He requested the management to include his
suggestion in preparing the EIA report. He asked the management to carry out
the proposed activity with planting more trees inside the premises. He also asked
the management to maintain the ecological balance, it will definitely help to grow
the resources of the country. He also requested the management to provide
employment to the local educated people and give preference to skill
development programs. He also requested the management to use the CSR and

CER funds for the betterment of the village peoples.

15. Thiru. V. Nagaraj, Ex — President, V. Sigrapalli :

Thiru. V. Nagaraj has said that, | agree with the statements made by the
president of the Berigai Village and also Mr. Nagesh, Berigai Councillor's.
Itis a fact that, 10 years ago, there was a bad odour and ground water problem
in the village, then the manager Mr. Jacob said that, he has been fixing these
problems and fixed it. He further added that, the company shall assure in front
our villagers that the advanced pollution control devices will be installed to
control the pollution. So, the expansion activity will not harm the public
agriculture in that area. He requested that, the company management should
provide employment opportunities to the local people and they should inform
about the employment camps in advance to the local people. He said that there
is nothing wrong, to inform the factory management if the public has any
problem.

16. Thiru. Appi Naidu, Mahadevapuram:

Thiru. Appi Naidu has said that, the company is providing employment to
the general public in their vicinity and my son is working in the company after
selected in the employment camp held two months ago at Hosur. He also said

that, the employment shculd be provided to the educated youth in local.
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Conclusion:

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Krishnagiri informed that the views, suggestions and responses of the
Project Proponent are recorded through videography and the same will be sent to
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF & CC), New
Delhi, Government of India along with the written representation received from

the public.

During the public hearing meeting, 66 number of written representation
received on favour for the industry and two number representation against the
proposed expansion activity of M/s. Chemplast Sanmar Limited, and the same are

enclosed herewith.

List of publics attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs,
Pen Drive and CD recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are

enclosed herewith.

¥i —

District Environmental Engineer
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board

Hosur
‘g 23
Y
\E\O

Disfrict Collector
Krishnagiri
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