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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED EXPANSION OF

FOUNDRY UNIT OF M/S. BRADKEN INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED AT S.F. NO 51/1A, §1/1B,

53/1A, 63/2, 58/1, 58/2, 59/2A, 59/2B, 60, 61/2, 57/1A, 54, 55/3, ORATHUKUPPAI VILLAGE,

CHETTIPALAYAM, MADUKKARAI TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT ON 26.02.2024 AT 11:00

AM AT M/S. KPR MARRIAGE HALL, CHETTIPALAYAM, MADURKARAI TALUK,

COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

Present:

1 Thirumathi. B. Anitha

Special District Revenue Officer

{LA — Airport), Coimbatoré District

2 Dr. R. Chandrasekaran

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Coimbatore South.

Board,

3. Mrs. D. Pricilla

Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Coimbatore South.

Board,

4. Thiru. S. Prabhu

Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Coimbatore South.

Board,

5. | Thiru. B. Rajkumar

Director, Bradken India Private Limited

6. | Thiru. R. Rajendran

ElA Coordinator

Eco Tech Labs India Private Limited

7. | Public

90 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)
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The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South welcomed the District Revenue Officer Coimbatore, and all general
public who are attending the public hearing for the Proposed Expansion of Casting Unit at
S.F. No 51/1A, 51/1B, 53/1A, 53/2, 58/1, 58/2, 59/2A, 59/2B, 60, 61/2, 57/1A, 54, 55/3,

Orathulkuppai Village, Madukkarai Taluk, Coimbatore District.

It is required to obtain Environmental Clearance (EC) mandatorily from the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &CC), Government of
India for certain projects including foundry activity after conducting Public Hearing. The
public hearing minutes shall be submitted to State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA). He added that the public notice informing the conducting of Public
Hearing was published in "Dinathanthi" and "The New Indian Express" dated
24.01.2024 and aiso pointed out the EIA report and Executive summary are made
available for public reference at respective Offices and informed that the project
consultant on behalf of project proponent wouid make a presentaticn on the proposed

project, after which the public can express their views.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public
and reply by the project consultant will be recorded through videography / Audio and
the same will be submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of
Tamilnadu.

Also as per the guidelines stipulated in EIA Notification, 2006 M/s. Bradken India
Private Limited, public hearing is being conducted for their proposed expansion of
production capacity. He again welcomed the chairperson District Revenue Officer,
general public and representative of Agriculture association etc., and he also informed
that Mr. Rajendran, EIA Coordinator of Eco Tech labs India Pvt Ltd would make a d(_atailed
presentation about the proposed project. impact on pollution and the mitigation measures

of the industry.
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District éevenue Officer, Coimbatore District, has initiated the Public Hearing
process and requested the project consultant to explain about their proposed project
through power point presentation and requested the public to express their views and
raise obtain necessary clarifications for their doubts. Main aim of this meetihg is to

register the public views related to Environment.

‘Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Confrol
Board, Cmmbatore South has invited the public to express their views and comments
about the proposed Project. The views and suggestions of the pubhos are detailed
below. |

1. Vijayakumar, Chettipalayam

Bractt.(e'n‘ has oohstructed Kitchen, ‘Toilet and compor.tnd tNaII to Plri‘rhary echool
Iooated'ih Samathuvapuram, Chettipalayam. They are giving job opportunities equelly for
both male & females. Holiday for 2 days per week is |mplemented Moreover they are
grvmg better employment opportunrtres fo local peoples and he appreciated the efforts by

Bradken India Pvt Lid.
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2. V. Ganesan, Kallapalayam

He welcomed the gathering, | am Mr. V. Ganesan, President of Kallapatayam
Panchayat and said the industry is located in their village boundary. He also said there are
lot of industries ih our village and no industry inthis area are following the norms properly
as listed here. Economic conditions have been improved and the company hae done
plenty of developmental activities under Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) fuhd.. He
said he is not against the Pollution Control Board. Generally, industries are.not following

rules. He has proof in his phone and he is ready to show if necessary.

Now District Environmental Engineer intervened and said that this is the public
hearing meeting of the proposed expansion of M/s. Bradken India Private Limited, if you
want to make complaint about other industries you can come down to Pollution control
board and lodge the complaint in Grievance meeting which is being held on 5" day of

every month. Else you can meet Assistant Engineers or District Environmental Engineer
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and make your complaint.

V Ganesan replied that sir, you are conducting the hearing meeting and give
approval to the industries. From our Kallapalayam vilage we have given at least 10 to 15
petitions, and the nearby industries are buming the coconut sheill continuously and the tyre
industry emitting poliution across the village which results in the possibilities causing
cancer in new born babies. Now District Environmental Engineer said to him to address
his concerns about this company alone. V Ganesan replied that that company should act
as per action plans suggested here. Again, District Environmental Engineer said to him as

you should not talk like this and address your concerns about this company alone.

V Ganesan also said that the company won't extract ground water but they are
using only ground water, they are not purchasing any water oulside. They haven't brought
the water from New Tirupur Development Corporation Limited. He added that no trees
have been planted in the land marked for OSR area. Moreover, the company said they
have done so many things to school, 30 lakhs contributed to desilt the pond but to which
village they have done all these things, he questioned. DEE intervened and said this

meeting is about the upcoming activities for the proposed project of the company.

V Ganesan continued, the companies are getting approval by conducting this kind
of meetings, and make a photo shoot and publish in the newspaper to get the approval
easily. In Kallapalayam village the tyre company emitting the pollution around the clock

and no children and elders can dwell here.

Again, DEE intervened and told him to talk about the proposed project of Bradken
and not to waste the time. Then V Ganesan asked to give all hard copies of the

documents related to this proposed project and DEE assured to do so.

3. Viswanathan, Kallapalayam

He introduced himself as Viswanathan and his farm is localed near the industry
since the company was under Larsen & Toubro (L&T), due to pollution from the industry
he doesn't get good y'ield of Coconut, Corn etc., planted in his farm and he has certain live
stocks too. We are experiencing the polluted air in early morning itself. Moreover, since

the company become an Australian company there is a continuous emission. Since wake
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up, we used lo breathe the emissions throughout the day. He also requests the officials to
come and inspect the farms and intimate us what are the benefits to farmers around 2 kms
radius by this company and let the public know the truth, he said. Moreover, the black
parhcles are continuously depositing on the leaves of Coconut, Banana trees Again, DEE
intervened and told hlm to talk about this proposed project of Bradken only and we will

give you opportunity to address your concerns and it isn't fair to intervene when we talk.

Viswanathan also informed that, the company allocating funds to the beneficial
activities from their profit, and this land is not industrial land but it is agriculitural land where
we have to migrate. DEE said this is the draft plan about the proposed budget for
' developmental activities. Also we do necessary modifications by including your

suggestlons and requ1rements

Viswanathan also informed that, if the company get approval for this project, then
we will get only 10% of the benefits projeeted and we are only the victims. Now DEE
intervened that you are expressing your concerns of first time only and did you file any
compﬁint abeut this. Viswanathan said no complaints given by him. DEE said If you give

complaint then we will come and inspect the site and take relevant actions.

4. Ramalingam

[ am doing agricultural activities nearby the industry and said the industry is
emitting high leve! of emissions in early morning and night so as his crops including ladies
finger getting damaged and crops are Iool;ing in black colour. The company say that they
control the emissions but the emissions always spreading into olur._heuses anddfilled in our
foods too. He also said he has the proof for the same. DEErrequested them to give written

complaint and necessary action will be taken.

5. Balakrishnan, Kallapalayam

He mlroduced hlmself as Balaknshnan a ward member of Kallapalayam Village.
Agriculture is the prlmary professmn in this area such as growing vegelables fruits etc.,
Agriculturists are living in the surrounding area and main business is poultry & growing
livestock. Only because _of agriculture people can survive. People in t‘he vicinity.all'e almost

farmers and their primary profession is agriculture, poultry, Live stocks etc. Within 10 Kms
’ _




there are plenty of live stocks, birds etc., live stocks and agriculture has been significantly
affected due to tyre company and industries like Bradken industries and their emissions.‘
He also requests not to give permission to this kind of industries and take necessary
action on them to control the emissions. He also stated that the if the authorities permit
this industry, they would take legal action and gather the public and fight. Besides he said

the people won't allow this type of polluting industries.

6. Rajkumar, Chettipalayam

He introduced himself as Rajkumar and he welcomed this industry on behalf of
Chettipalayam Panchayat. He also said this industry has done lot of developmental
activities to this area including construction of compound wall to government school for the
value of Rs. 22 Lakhs in Orathukuppai Village. Approximately 200 peoples living in the
vicinity are working mn this industry. This industry initially managed by L&T and becomes
Bradken India Private Limited. They have done various developmental activities for
Chettipalayam village Panchayat, He expressed his thanks té the industry on behalf of

Chettipalayam village & and its public.

7. Selvi, Chettipalayam

She welcomed the gathering who are participating in this public hearing meeting
and she came from Chettipalayam Village. She informed that this industry gives employment
to lot of persons. They follow safety norms. The workers are working with safety shoes,
Helmet, safely goggles etc. | am residing very nearer to the company and no emissions
being noted as complained by others. She also added that the industry is helping a lot to

Govt Schools in the vicinity like constructing compound walls, sanitation facilities etc.,

8. Mrs. Narmadha, Head Master, Orattukuppai

She welcomed the gathering and informed that she is head master of school in
Orathukuppai Village. She also said the industry has constructed classes for the value of
25 lakhs. If the industry grows more, the schools in the vicinity also get upgraded and
strength of the students also will be increased. He delivered her thanks to the industry and

requests to do more developmental activities to the schools in the nearby village.
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9. Kalimuthu, Ward Councillor {Chettipalayam 5" ward)

He welcomed the gathering and introduced himself as Kalimuthu 5" ward
councillor of Chettipalayam Panéhayat. He said that this industry was established 15 years
ago and operaled ‘in the name of L&T for several years and now Bradken taken over the
industry and doing plenty of beneficial activities in Chettipalayam Sarﬁathuvapuram
village. They have constructed sanitation facilty to the schools of Chettipalayam.
However, the statement of the farmers is true but there is no‘disturbances or hindrances

by this industry to the people compared to Charcoal & Tyre industries.

When the unit was under L&T they have initiated the desilting of tanks. Their key
purpose is to increase the employment opportunities to the local people by increa§ing their
production and they are treating local employees in a good manner. Besides he .éxpressed
his belief that the industry would follow the norms stipulated by . Tamil Nadu Pollution
‘Control Board. Public hearing is conducted only after establishment 6f this industry and he

expressed his gratitude to the industry.

" Employment should be given to local public. They extended their help during
acgident time. They have constructed buildin.g worth of 25 Lakhs to school. Till date 450
persons are employed. More people likely to be employed, number of working days are 5
out of 7 days in a week. They should function by properly operating air pollution control

measures.

40, V.Kasthuri, Chettipalayam _

She welcomed the gathering and said there is weékly six days work in other
industries but in this industry, they offer 5 days work per week so that the local employees

can do other jobs whenever they free.

11. Sharmila Nancy, Kallapalayam

She weléomed the gathering and informed that company offered 5 days work per
week with good salary. She expreséed her hope that after expansion of the industry they
might get more salary and employment. Importantly they have enrolled for Insurance
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policies to the workers.

Women workers feel very safe working environment in this industry compared to
other industries. They are implementing any modifications only after consulting with their

workers. They extract works in friendly manner.

12, Mohana priva, Orattukuppai

She said the management of the industry has constructed Toilets and classrooms

for our school children and due to this industry, our village is significantly developed well.

13. Rajkumar, Kallapalayam

I am from kallapalayam Village, this industry is executing well even when it was
under L&T ahu now Bradken. They are fulfilling all the needs of their workers. | have
visited many countries for my profession, this industry is stringently following the standards
like abroad, they are having efficient dust collector and disposing the dust properiy. Safety
shoes. eye, goggles and ear b!ugs have been provided to workers to ensure safely. Finally

he delivered his wishes for the unit's expansion project.

14. Ramachandran, Kallapalayam

At the outset he welcomed all the dignitaries, officials and people gathering. He
said the president of Kallapalayam village expressed his anxiety as no developmental
activities have been done by the industry compared to Chettipalayam Village even though
the industry is situated in the middle of both villages. He also endorsed the statement by
president of Kallapalayam village. When the industry was established by L&T the workers
were appointed as contract labours. But by the efforts by Deputy president Mr. Kanagaraj
& Mr. Jambu, employees have been made permanent. We also solved the drinking water

issue with the help of Company admin person Mr. Balavelusamy.

Meanwhile the Agricultural activists, President of Kallapalayam Village and ward
members intervened him and informed that only supporters are permitted to speak and

they boycotted the meeting. Moreaver, they said they would take legal action on this.

Meantime DRO intervened and pacified the people and said all of your views will

be considered and necessary action will be taken.
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15. Mohanapriya, Orattukuppai '

She said her house is located at a distance of 5 minutes’ walk from the industry
and the children and elders are suffering due to the air emissions, she is having banana
trees too and leaves of the trees also become black. She asked the officials to come and
inspect and expressed her grievance as where to migrate due to this industrial pollution.
They can give employment to 200 or 1000 local persons and construct toilet to schools but

they are making us victims.

16. Rajamanickam

He said the wind flowing predominantly towards eastern srde of the mdustry so the
B I

people dwelling in eastern S|de gets affected severely Meanwhile the people in western

'l

srde talking favourably to the industry as they are enjoying the benefits by the company

He requests to control the existing air pollution and then go for expansmn activities. He

R

also expressed that he is not agalnst the mdustry. Industry makes their worker to talk

'_\".
Ly

favourably about the industry without mitigating the pollution, Kallapalayam Village is
getting affected, Chettipalayam Village is being developed with welfare activities. Finally,

they boycott the meeting and left.

17. K. Kalimuthu, Orattukuppai

The only concern of Kavitha Ramachandran is that the industry is doing lot of
beneficial activities only to Orathukuppai ViII'age and not to Kailapalayam Village, she is
not denying the statement of leader of Agricultural activists. decotting the meeting is not

necessary. The company has never done any disturbance to the viliage peorple anc't I'hope

- they also not disturb the public. Finally, he expreseed his positive note to the nublic

hearing meeting.



Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South requested Mrs.D.Pricilla, AE to deliver vote of thanks. She thanked Public,
Environmentalists, NGOs and District Administration for convening the meeting peacefully DEE
also informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and queries of the public and replv by
the project consultant are recorded through videography / Audio and the same will be sent lo ihe

State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai.

Number of Petitions received — 2 Nos.

e
District Enviro n?e?lmngineer Special District Re fiter,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board LA, Alrport
Coimbatore South Coimbatore District
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