PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
PROJECT OF M/s K. BALAMURUGAN ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY,
SF.No. 104/1A, 104/1B1, 104/1B2, 104/2A, 104/2B, 104/3, 104/4A1,
104/4A2, 104/4B, 104/4C, 104/5A, 104/5B, 104/6A, 104/6B, 104/7A,
104/7B, 104/8A, 104/8B, 104/8C, 104/8D & 104/8E,
KONGANANKURICHI VILLAGE, ARUPPUKOTTAI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR
DISTRICT ON 05.01.2023 AT ABOUT 11.00 AM IN SATHYA MAHAL,
M. REDDIYAPATTI.

Present:

1. Thiru J. Ravikumar : District Revenue Officer/
Additional District Magistrate,
Virudhunagar.

2. Thiru A. Shanmugam : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

3. Thiru Kalyan Kumar ¢ Revenue Divisional Officer,

Aruppukottai.

4. Thiru K. Ganesan

Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

5. Selvi. V. Kalaijothi Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

6. Public and representatives : 204 Nos (List enclosed)
from industry.

The public hearing for obtaining Environment Clearance under EIA
Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of M/s K.Balamurugan Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, SF.No. 104/1A, 104/1B1, 104/1B2, 104/2A, 104/2B, 104/3,
104/4A1, 104/4A2, 104/4B, 104/4C, 104/5A, 104/5B, 104/6A, 104/6B, 104/7A,
104/7B, 104/8A, 104/8B, 104/8C, 104/8D & 104/8E, Konganankurichi Village,
Aruppukottai Taluk, Virudhunagar District at M/s Sathya Mahal, M. Reddiyapatti,
Aruppukkottai Taluk, Virudhunagar District was started at about 11.00AM on
05.01.2023. The District Environmental Engineer, Virudhunagar welcomed the
District Revenue Officer / Additional District Magistrate, Virudhunagar, other

officials, public and representatives of the project. The District Environmental
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Engineer explained on the notice issued on the public hearing in the dailies
“Dinakaran” and “The Times of India” on 29.11.2022. He further mentioned
that information and awareness was created on public hearing through notices
to the public. The arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per
the guidelines issued under EIA Notification, 2006. He informed that the public
can express their views on the project after the project authorities explained
their project. He added that the written complaints would also be received.

The proceedings of the meeting would be video recorded and sent to
SEIAA along with the minutes of the meeting. Then the District Environmental
Engineer invited the representative of the project to explain the project.

Thiru. Saminathan, Environmental Consultant of M/s K.Balamurugan Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry had explained the project and the Environmental
Management Plans.

The views on the proposed project expressed by the public orally are as

follows:

1. Thiru. Veerapandian, Social Welfare, Rajapalayam

Mr. Balamurugan and Mr. Bharathiraja have proposed a new gravel quarry
in Konganankurichi Village. The depth of the quarry would be in the range of 12 meter
to 26 meter which is very less. Earlier they dug like a rat, now mining activities are
functioning in proper manner. Since kanmoi is located near the proposed project area,
they have carried out study on it. In order to carry out proper mining operation a study
had been conducted by Dr. Selvam, Principal, V.0.C College and he submitted the
project report. The proposed project would not generate high sound and vibrations and
it would not affect the transportation and agriculture. They used water sprinklers to

reduce the dust emission. The proposed project would increase job opportunity. He
welcomed the project.

2. Thiru. Gururamachandiran, Alangulam

He said that since 1986, quarries were established around their village.
During earlier period there were few issues. But the quarries were helpful to solve
the problem of water scarcity in 1976. I myself went to take water for my home.
The bore wells are provided after 1976, but the bore water was salty. Due to the
storage of water in the quarry pits, the ground water quality got improved. Being
a technical person, I am clarifying this. Though there are some disadvantages as
on today, the water to be stored in the quarry pit will be much useful in future.

One of the water source for Virudhunagar is the water stored in the quarries.
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Virudhunagar Municipality gets part of water from Ondipuli village quarry. The

quarries established in village area would be useful for future. Hence, he
welcomed the project.

3. Thiru. Balasubramaniyan, Social Activist, Rajapalayvam

The establishment of this quarry will improve industrial development. The
quarry management has provided infrastructure facility to the village. Due to this
project both the public and the quarry owners will get benefitted and there would
be no ill effect due to this project. We will get employment and drinking water
facility due to this project. From the cess amount received from the quarries, the
scholarships are being given by the Central Government which will benefit the
public to improve the quality of life. He requested the cooperation from the public
for the establishment of the project.

4. Thiru. M. Muthuselvan, Cinema Actor

We require industries which should not affect the agriculture and the water
sources and they should not affect the Public nearby. Kamaraj had built many
dams for the benefit of agriculture. The quarry lands are patta lands; from which
how can we utilise the water? The quarries should operate without affecting the

people.

5. Thiru. M. Ilanchezhiyan, Meenatchipuram

25 % of the people present here are depended on agriculture. The quarry
operators are informing that there will not be any damage due to blasting.
However, the bore wells are affected due to vibrations caused by the quarries. The
submersible pumps are sung due to vibrations which require Rs. 70,000 to 80,000
for rectification which affects our livelihood. Since the vehicles are loading up to 35
tonnes, the water pipeline in the enroute get damaged, which affects the water
supply to the village. A family has to buy drinking water for Rs. 25 per day. The
dust settled on the cotton plants affected the quality of cotton and he requested
the officials to take necessary action on this. Since there is high level of fugitive
dust at the junction of Aladipatti and Konganankurichi, the College students
travelling in the route get affected. If we complain on this, they will hit us by their

trucks; there is no guaranty for our lives.



6. Thiru. Sivabakiam, Ward Member, Meenatchipuram

They are digging quarries for a depth of about 20 feet. Our bore motor
pumps fell in to bore well two times and we rectified spending Rs. 15,000 on each
time. Due to blasting, the cement plastering in the cattle shed get damaged and
the agriculture got affected. We have invested our money in the lands expecting

returns but the quarries are ruining it.

7. Thiru. Narayanaperumalsamy, Secretary, Quarry Owners Association,
Virudhunagar.

He said that in the meeting there are some people welcomed the project and
there are some people who mentioned the project would cause damages. The fees
paid towards obtaining trip sheets is accounted for concerned villages. For example
when Rs. 1 lakh is paid towards trip sheet Rs. 10,000 is accounted in District
Panchayat. The green cess of Rs. 10,000 also accounted for the concerned village.
Through this amount the welfare measures such as drinking water, road, toilet are
provided to the respective villages. When it is not done, the association approached
the concerned officials and arranged for fulfilment of the needs. We have done
many such help to many villages. The Rules and Regulations have been established
after studying the impacts of the quarries and only based on such regulations the
government is permitting the quarries. The minerals from the mines are equally
important like agriculture.

After this, since no one came forward to give opinion/view on the project,
the DEE has informed that the public hearing was concluded. No written petitions
were received from the public. Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has concluded the public hearing with
vote of thanks.

List of public attended the public hearing and recorded video (CD) of the
entire proceedings are enclosed herewith.

Encl.:
1. Public Notice in English and Tamil
2. Attendance
3. Video CD - 1 No

(2} (L3
District Environ eLtaI Engineer, District Revenue Officer/
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Additional District Magistrate,

Virudhunagar. Virudhunagar.
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