MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT OF
M/S. NM. ARUMUGA BALAJI ROUGH STONE QUARRY. SF No. 328 ( PART-IIT).
MELUR __ DURAISAMYPURAM  VILLAGE.  RAJAPALAVAM  TALUK
VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT ON 26.09.2023, 11.00 AM AT PASUMPON DEVAR
KALAIVARANGAM, DOOR NO.32., KASALAI THENVADAL STREET. SEITHUR
VILLAGE. RAJAPALAYAM TALUK. VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT
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Present:

Thiruvalargal:

1 J. Ravikumar + District Revenue Officer/
Additional District Magistrate,
Virudhunagar.
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G. Ramaraj : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

D.M. Krishnababu :  Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Conirel Board,
Virudhunagar.
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4 P_Ramachandran : Thasildar,
Rajapalayam Taluk.

Public, Project proponent 85 Nos (List enclosed)

The public hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of
N.M. Arumuga balaji Rough Stone Quarry, SF. No. 328 (part-lil), Melur Duraisamypuram
Village, Rajapalayam Taluk, Virudhumagar District was conducted at Pasumpon Devar
Kalaiyarangam, Door no.32, Kasalal Thenvadal Street, Seithur Village, Rajapalayam Taluk,
Virudhunagar District. The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Virudhunagar welcomed the District Revenue Officer/ Additional District Magistrate,
Virudhunagar, other government officials, all general public and project proponents who have
attended the public hearing. He informed that the public notices informing the conduct of
Public Hearing was published in “Dinathanthi” and “The New Indian Express” on
20.08.2023. He also: informed that wide publicity was given about the conduct of public
hearing by circulating pamphlets in the nearby villages of the project site. Further, he stated
that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the guidelines issued under
EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer stated that the

project proponent will make a detailed presentation on the proposed project and requested the
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public to express their views after completion of the presentation. He added that the written
complaints would also be received.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded
through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority, Tamilnadu.

The District Revenue Officer/ Additional District Magistrate, Virudhunagar initiated
the Public Hearing process. After that, the Disfrict Environmental Engineer requested the
project proponent to explain about their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s N.M. Arumuga balaji Rough Stone Quarry to the public along with Environmental
Management Plan.

After that, the public has fumished their views with respect to the project as follows —

Thiru. Murugesan, Naranapuram:-

He informed that he is an engineering graduate worked in Chennai previously and having home
near to the propenent quarry. He further told that he is working inthe quarry for the last two years
and quarry owners are carrying out quarrying activities without any dust emission. He told that
around 70-80 peoples are working in the quarry and quarries are livelihood for them and he finally

told that there is ne impact due to the quarry activity.

Thiru, Kuththalakkani, Chokkznathanputhur:-

He told that he is working in the quarry for last three years and it will be good if permission in
granted to the quarry.
Thiru. Thirnmalaj. Seithur:-

He told that quarrying of stone is their traditional work and quarrying is the livelihood of 100

families located in that area.

Thiru. Chandran. Thirumalapuram, Vasudevanallur:-

He told that he owned & petrol bunk and due to quarrying activities, the jelly stones are easily
available to the local public. He further told that quarrying activity is livelihood for them and this

activity in useful lorry, tipper and tractor movement.



Thiru. Patturajan, Seithur:-

He informed that quarries are being operated in that area for more than 40 years and building
construction materials are easily available to public of Seithur area and told it will be good if

quarries are operated.

Tmt. Rajaeswari. Mugavur:-

She told that the proposed quarry located on western side of Thiru. AKR’s quarry and
construction materials will be available to the public and the project will be usefill to the public.

She also gave a written petition in this regard.

Thiru. Alasumuthu, Chokkanathanputhur:-

He told that the country was not progressed only due to the quarrying activity during the periods
of Thiru. Kamarajar. He informed that it will be good if the meeting was conducted at
Chokkanathanputhur and told that school is located near to the quarry. He told that this project is

aunnecessary one and it will be good if the project is stopped.

Thiru. Karuppasamy. Dhalavaipuram:-

He told that there is no goodness due to this meeting and it was only an eyewash. He told that
they have requested to conduct the public hearing meeting at Chokkanathanputhur in the last
meeting conducted during April; but, again the meeting is being conducted in the same place. He
further told that he is not against the quarry activity and the told the quarry owners to comply with
the rules and regulations. He also asked that who will rectify the defects of quarrying activities.
There is a revenue loss to the government due to violations. They need not fear for any one if they

do business without any violations,

He further requested the government officers to take action against any petitions received on
merits. He finally registered the opposition to this project on behalf of himself and “Naam Tamilar

Party” and also request to regulate the functioning of existing quarries.

Thirn. Seetharaman, Chokkanathanputhur:-

He told that lot of persons are getting affected by the quarrying activities. He also told that the
total population of Chokkanathanputhur is 15,000 and the meeting should have been conducted at

Chokkanathanputhur only.



He further told that the hill prompoke quarry of M/s. Muthupandian quarry is still under

operation even after the permission of Poliution Conirol Board was expired on March, 2023 itself.

He told that no quarries in that area are complying with rules and regulations, and during
blasting activity the stones are flying in school area and it is not possible to conduct classes and
Muthupandian quarry is operating during night time also.

He further told that they are not having any faith on any government departments and to cancel

this meeting and to conduct the same at Chokkanathaputhur.

He requested not to give permission this the quarry and told that self immolation will be done

in front of guarry if permission granted to the quarry.
Thiru. Sundarrajan. Chekkanathanputhur:-

He gave his opinion in a written petition.
Thirn. Marimuthu, Chokkanathanputhur:-

He told that quarries are in operation since his childhood. The bricks manufactured from quarry
dust and are cheap and blue metals are available in cheaper to the local public. He fold that as the
proposed quarry is located outside the habitation, there will not be any issues and request that

permission may be given to the project.

Thiru.Ramasubramani, Rajapalayvam:-

He told that the meeting should have been conducted at Chokkanathanputhur as per their
request in the previous meeting. He also told that school and hospital are located near quarries and
the quarries are causing nuisance . He finally told that no permission should be given to this quarry

end if any permission granted, then the protest will be carried out against the quarry.
Thiru, Karupaalacu, Chokkanathanputhur:-

He told that he owns 2 pettishop near hospital and lot of dust emission emanated due to
blasting activities and vehicle movements, He further told to conduct the meeting at

Chokkanathanputhur and to cancel this meeting.



A small buzz among the crowd happened when he started speaking. Afier that, he told that
he is working in the proponent’s quarry and the proposed quarry is located for away from school

and the quarry is the livelihood for 80 families, who are working there.

Thiru. Sivakaminathan, Dhalavaipuram:-

He asked that why a new quarry required, when eight quarries are already in operation in
Chokkanathanputhur. He told not to grant permission to quarry, and told that they will handover
the ration cards if any permission given 1o the quarry. He also told that the quarry owners can
carry some otherworks. He further told protest will be carry out if any permission granted to the

quAITy.
Thiru. Tamilarasu. Dhalavaipuram:-

He told that the opposing the quarry is not their intention and quarry is affecting livelihood of
15,000 People. He also told that agricultural lands are located around the village and questioned
why the meeting was not able to conduct at Chokkannathanputhur. The natural resources &
-environmeﬁt are getting affected by quarries and no quarries are following the regulations. He

finally told that protest will taken forward if any permission given.
Thiru. Ramachandran, Krishnapuram:-
He told that the meeting is being conducted here instead of Chokkanathanputhur and
registered his opposition to the quarry on behalf of himself & “Naam Tamilar Party”.
Thiru. Seetharaman, Chokkanathanputhur:-

When he spoken again, he requested to inspect the quarry under operation, which is located
opposite the school and to ensure that the quarrying is carrying out at the permitted location. He

once again requested to conduct the meeting at Chokkanathanputhur.

Thiru. Karuppasamy, Dhalavaipuram:-

He requested to give assurance of all government department that no violations of rules will

happen in the quarrying operation.



Thiru. Marimuthu. Chokkanathanputhur:-

He clarified that proposed quarry is not located near to the school and it is located outside the

habitaion, western side of M/s AKR quarry.

Thirn. Javasundar, Dhalavaipuram i~

He told to cancel the mesting and to conduct the same at Melur Duraisamypuram. He asked
the necessities of new quarry, when seven number of quarries are already in operation in Melur *
Duraisamypuram within 2 3 km circle. He told, his opposition to the existing quarry operations,
eventhough he didn’t oppose this new quarry. He further told that the quarry operations are the
main reasons for the stoppage of maternity operations in the nearby government hospital. Healso
told that the people safety and environment are getting affected due to quarries. Future, he told the

big protest will be conducted if any permission is granted.

Thiru.Ravanakumar, Mugavur. Muthusamypuram:-

He told that flying stone during blasting operation, is the main issue for the near by school. He
+old that stones will be flied into school area during blasting operation. He also told that he didn’t

have any faith on this meeting and registered his opposition to the project.

After that, since no one came forward to give view on the project, the District Revenue
Officer/ Additional District Magistrate, Virudhunagar invited the public to-offer their further
more views if any. Even after that, no one came forward to give any opinion. Finally, the District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has narrated the
proceedings of the public hearing conducted. He also thanked all and requested to furnish their

views if any in written and 13 numbers of petitions were received in person.

With this, the meeting came to the end.

@H’h“a/g-l“'} 7 W

District Environmental Engineer, District Revenue Officer /
Tamilnadu Pollution Centrol Board, Additional District Magistrate,
: Vimdhunagar Virndhunagar
Enclosures:

it

. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 7—pages, 85 persons)
. Videograph of public hearing meeting (CD format)
. Copy of Public Notices (both Tamil & English).
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