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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing meeting of M/s Achamapuram Sand Quarrv located at

S.F.No. 265/1 (P) of Achamapuram Village. Vangal, Manmangalam Taluk, Karur
District over an extent of 24.00.00 Hectares held on 04.10.2023 at Sri Mahalakshmi

Mandapam, Achamapuram Village, Vangal, Manmangalam Taluk. Karur District

Participants

1. Thiru. M.Kannan,
District Revenue officer,
Karur.
2. Er.D.Jeyalakshmi,
District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB, Karur.
3. Public - As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in her welcome address on behalf of the
District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all the
participants to attend the public hearing. Also, PWD officials had applied to conduct a
public hearing regarding the M/s Achamapuram sand quarry. As per the Environmental
Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 order, it has been made mandatory to seek public
views on the above projects. Therefore, the public hearing is being held on today's date. In
this regard, an advertisement has already been made in the Dinathanti Tamil newspaper
dated 26.08.2023 and The New Indian Express English newspaper dated 26.08.2023 and
copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report related to this project have been
distributed to the public in places including District Collector's Office, District Industrial
Center and Panchayat Union Office one month before. He also said that it was kept in public
view. He further stated that public announcement about the meeting was made through
loudspeaker pamphlets and posters on 30.09.2023 in Achamapuram and surrounding

villages. He further informed that the summary report in Tamil and English related to the
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said project has also been uploaded on the website of
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for public viewing. Later, the District Revenue Officer
asked him to preside over the meeting.

District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the public to
the public hearing. He said that the public hearing meeting of M/s Achamapuram sand
quarry, SE. No. 265/1(Part), Achamapuram Village is being conducted as per the
Government guidelines. He also said that the information related to the project has already
been uploaded on the websites and asked the public to express their views clearly and
concisely without any hesitation and that all the opinions of the public participating in this
meeting will be forwarded to the government without any discrimination. And he said that
the project consultant of the company is now going to explain the information related to this

project to you.

Environmental Consultant. Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions

He said that all Departmental government officials including District Revenue Officer
and District Environmental Engineer, Press friends, Environmentalists and Police officers are
welcome to participate in this public hearing meeting. He explained the details of the

proposed project as follows.

f—

. An introduction to mining

]

. Project details of mining
. Location map of the project site
. Transport map of the project area

. Satellite image - 300 m and 500 m radius
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6. Photograph of project area

7. Features within 10 km radius

8. Features surrounding the project site
9. Surface map of the project area

10. Reserves of mineral resources and quantities proposed to be mined
11. 10 km radius basic data chart

12. Basic environmental monitoring

13. Land use map

14. Land use pattern



15. Land use map -10 km

16. Diagram of soil sample collection site

17. Soil environment

18. Satellite image of water quality analysis

19. Results of monitoring study of water characteristics

20. Photograph of wind direction

21. Map of location where air monitoring was done

22. Results of Air Monitoring Study

23. Satellite map of the volume survey

24. Results of volume study

25. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

26. Environmental Impact Assessment

27. Anticipated Environmental Climate Impacts and Mitigation Measures
28. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

29. Anticipated Environmental Soil Impacts and Mitigation Measures
30. Anticipated Environmental Noise Impacts and Mitigation Measures
31. Anticipated Eco-Biological Impacts and Mitigation Measures

32. Water sprinkling on roads

33. Development of green belt

34. Technology and Site

35. Scheme Benefits

36. Conclusion

He thanked the District Environmental Engineer and District Revenue Officer for

giving the opportunity.

District Environmental Engineer:

He asked the public to register their name and address and give their opinion on the
project accordingly.
1. Mr.Prakash, Arasu colony

If you see now, there is so much sand in this area that Nerur and Achamapuram for

quarrying sand. Besides that, many people here spoke, I will come and save it, I will save
this, no one saved anyone, everyone saved them only. All of them are doing politics and half
of them are working as supporter of M sand owners by getting money from them. Everyone

knows who it is. Last year, we paid 105 rupees and 110 rupees for sand in Amaravati River.
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Then one of the parties filed a case, and they stopped sand quarrying. Then they are did
‘manually. Then why did you file a case, then if you see what you think, you see where your
income is coming from. The sand will come clean and clean. From where M sand comes
from the mountain. It rains come only from the mountains. You say rain not arrived? Is the
mountain there first? You cut down every mountain. There is no one here to talk about it all.
Put a barricade on the sand. did anyone talk about putting a barricade now? Construct a
Check dam for 5 km, how much water can be stored in the river? Nobody talked about it.
Now if we stop the sand (M-sand), they spoke all for the income details but not about bullock
carts. Because we have seen the Minister in the past days. It was during this period that we
wandered and everything was done by wandering. Not just in this one District. Fighting in
every District, the sand cart runs. There is no problem if we come and personally quarrying
the sand in the river. The second thing, if you saw the sand quarry, they provide it from
outside. If this is left to fetch from the river, we will quarrying till morning. So far the sand is
not going to be taken into the Shovel. But they take the same amount for sand quarry and
bullock cart and now they have taken the same amount for two years for this many units. If
you see, they have written accounts for both together. This is how our livelihood goes. If you
see how, their corporate bosses are making money from us, right? If you look at who is
affected in the locality, it is the Karur bullock cart workers who are affected. We pay 300
rupees per day for those whose business is bullock carts, come with the government and
arrange time for those carts. Can't manage a daily walk? he asked. The government is talking
so much that if you go there we will stop the work. There is a police station everywhere. All
the police officers were stubborn and said that you should not let anyone dig into the river
and that you should dig only where we say, and the company has permitted for quarrying 50
acres. Please allocate separate point. They will quarrying sand for one year, we will quarrying
for 5 to 6 years. But let's not dig that deep. Let's go to the top layer of sand. What we are
saying is that everyone is doing politics based on bullock carts. Whoever can buy and cheat
for the sake of profit, they are taking over by cheating the bullock carters. Only the bullock
cart workers are affected by this. We have been here for 3 years, before the cart and cow ran,
dogs and ghosts wandered. Who, who, how, filed a lawsuit and stopped it in any way they
could. They talk like they know everything. We don't know who is doing what. He goes
every week and gives petitions. How many people have gone and petitioned M-sand. How
many polls have been held? Let's see. 1500 feet down. Nothing is visible from the top down.
That's how deep it went. No one listens to it. He asked if the ground water would not go

under due to this. Now you are taking sand in the river. When a dam is used to store water,
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sand gets deposited. You have broken the mountain and made it hollow. What will you fill it
with? Will you fill the corpse after people die? He questioned. It is the same. No one refuses
to speak to the basic poor people. For us, we will do this, we will do that, but what have they
done? If you say so, they will make trouble and stop you. Nothing escaped. It's been a year.
In your house, there is money, cash everything. But, We could not even feed the cows in our
house. What did we do for food for a year. May - tell the carters. What we can do. Give us a
way to live and do something. What do I mean by this? All cattlemen’s unite? They have
come and seen the corporate bosses and many workers have come and decided to destroy the
livelihood of our bullock carters. Second, they are working to destroy our country's cow
breed. There is no place to stand in the market. In the Manapaarai market, there are so many
local cows, they take them wherever they go and let them graze on Amazon cattle, they take
them to slaughter in Kerala. This time, the cow, which was sold for 70 thousand before
buying the cow, has fetched 1.50 lakh rupees. Then what is the reason there is no cow. Now
there will be no cow to stop again. The whole world will become cow less. Now we have
come to a situation where we are bringing and using cows from Andhra, Karnataka, Alangudi
without domestic cows. Don't talk about it. Nowadays, if this bullock cart does not run, the
plate sellers will suffer. How much business will be affected? You won't talk about it. If it is
an industry, we need to see who is under the industry, who is selling plates? corporate
capitalists or farmers?. Then they are not affected either. Now, they are affected in every
way. Every organization is right and all politicians are right. They have bullock carts in every
district, all over Tamil Nadu, and in other states. Someone said put sand here and go, Kerala,
Karnataka. Is it not running in Kerala? It is also running in the states of Kerala, Kamataka
and Andhra Pradesh. Sand from here does not go to another state. It is used only for Tamil
Nadu. We are not in the stomach to say that they can stop this sand robbery that came in
some way. Not all the sand is gone. M sand is going to be robbed? Did we come and ask?
What we asked was to leave the cow in the cart. We have come and you have completely
affected us. We will come and the bullock carters will make our demands. Now the 12%
comes into effect. We will hold a waiting protest on 13™. Don't keep talking that we will do
the protest. We have said that all the cattle drivers across Tamil Nadu should protest. He
concluded his speech by saying that he should not speak as if he knew everything.

2. Mr.Vignesh. Arasu Colonv:

Don’t give permission for Sand quarries. So many people said that, stone quarry was
established and taken below 1000 feet. Do you know how hot it is getting up there? If you go

down there and look down and fall down, not a single bone will be spared. They have cut that
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much rock and taken it by themselves. Sand has come here and it has not been dug for three
years now. Who knows how hard it was for the bullock cart workers. They kept the cow as a
pet and sold it for slaughter house. We bought a cow for 1.5 lakhs and sold it for just 1 lakh
rupees or 80 thousand rupees. Who knows? Everyone talks so fast. That sand quarries should
not be set up. How many people are affected by it? Some people bought and built houses in
M- Sand. Three months only, everything has been demolished and rebuilt. If you build it in
sand, it stays that way for more days. When the sand quarries come, priority should be given

to bullock carts. He said he would like to ask for quarrying sand in the river.

3. Mr. Ramesh. Kuppuchipalayam:

Sand Quarry is what the Government has decided to bring and what the Government
Quarry has taken away. Such bullock cart workers should not suffer. Must be used properly.
Bullock cart workers have suffered a lot. Come to it and conduct everything through this
quarry. They are struggling to sell that bullock cart. Now how many people have bought and
built houses. How many have you seen? How many people are killed by taking the stone
from rock? See if there is anything on that rock. Is there anything on the rock? They are so
drunk. There is no one to listen to it all. Now a huge protest is going to take place all over
Tamil Nadu with the leaders of Cattle Truckers Association. Now they are talking about what
i going to happen in Karur District. Bullock cart Operators are going to protest together. The
bullock cart workers all came together and said that whoever wanted to stop the quarry, this

sand quarrying through the bullock carts would happen.

4. Mr.Gunasekaran, S.Vellalapatty

Greetings to everyone.lt has been said in this project that this quarry will be
constructed in an area of 24 hectares in Achamapuram village, Manmangalam Taluk,. When
a friend who read about this project announcement told me, the Public Works Department,
Executive Engineer for this project came and said that 12,000 trees will be planted. Also, 4.9
hectares of sand quarrying has already taken place in this Mallampalayam for 8, 9 months.
Similarly, 4.9 hectares happened in Nanniyur. They should be held accountable for how
many trees they have planted there. No trees are planted there. All that is said in this scheme
is that we will get so much revenue for the government and so much revenue for the
panchayat. We are planting so many trees, we are doing this, we are doing this, but we have
not done any plan yet. Not in the history of the countries of the world. This is the situation

not only in India but also all over world.This 24 hectares is almost 60 acres. Already, 40
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acres, 16 hectares in Nerur North, which is a total of 100 acres of sand quarryving, should be
thought about what kind of environmental impact is going to occur. On that side there is a
reserve forest in Oduvandur. Here, from Vangal to Lalampet, there are reserve forests and
palm trees. There are many different species in those resources. As our comrade Mr.
Shanmugam said already in the last public hearing meeting, 48 types of documents were not
given. If you say that they have attached the report of the District Forest Officer, what forests
are there? What types of organisations are there? We will get information about how the
biodiversity will be affected by sand mining here. No Report of Village Administrative
Officer. The Village Administrative Officer report is mainly about what construction is there.
How many acres of irrigation land are there? Also, it is a sham to give shape to a project,
conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment and conduct a public hearing meeting without
any report from the Water Drainage Board, Tahsildhar, RDO, Village Administrative Officer
etc. Similarly, there is only 40 feet of water in Mettur dam because of lack of rain in
Kamataka. It has a stock of 20 feet. Only the remaining 20 feet of water can be used.That 20
feet of water is not enough for drinking water till December. 20 to 22 Districts have taken
water from Cauvery River for drinking water and agriculture. The water is already
contaminated with dyeing waste water. We are in a situation where we have to drink such
polluted water. Also, this is the case with birds, goats and animals. We take this water to
many Districts. Now there are sand dunes here and there. During the hot season, the sand bar
spreads across the river and acts as a natural purifier. Due to 30 years of sand mining, the
Cauvery River is in a 20-feet depression. A sand dune is when there is no water,it looks like
sand when you see it on a map such as satellite or map. They keep the map and say that there
is sand. In fact, when we go and see, there are only cypress bushes and trees like a shield.
Also, the pebbels also has big pits. This is the situation of river Cauvery today. This is what
the map for the place looks like. But the plan is to use a satellite map to show the sand dune
and then loot the sand again. This Cauvery should not be a sand mining project forever. If the
sand quarry is established, the river Cauvery, which can meet the drinking water needs of 22
Districts, will lose its natural balance, become depleted and dry up. Lakhs of agricultural land
along the banks will be severely affected. Similarly, in the delta, there is no rain, no water
and all the crops are burnt and the Tamil Nadu Government is giving compensation to the
farmers. Cultivation of Kuruvai is in question. There is no opportunity for samba cultivation.
Therefore, Tamil Nadu Government and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board should not
implement this scheme. I request you to cancel this plan. Usually conducting hearings on two

proposals at the same time means that the first proposal is left with comments and objections.

7



The 2™ meeting most of the time no one leaves without comment. Then it is a cross-road, a
fraud and a means to carry out the scheme by claiming that there is no opposition from the
people. On behalf of the Common People's Party, I condemn the Tamil Nadu Government
and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for this. Don't hold two hearings at the same
time. Due to such conduct, the scheme has been implemented without the people being able
to express their opinions. This is fraudulent work. So, I thank you for this good opportunity
and bid farewell by insisting that no sand mining should be done in Cauvery River especially

in Nerur North and Achamapuram.

5. Mr.M.Thennarasu, Karur

Greetings to everyone.An hour ago we all talked about Karur District, Nerur North
village, Manmangalam Tk. These bullock-cart workers spoke with a lot of support. In
response, social activists like us, political party members do not need to answer. Here our
Mr. Thirunanmaran, Mr. Shanmugam, Mr. Mukilan, Mr. Gunasekaran, Mr. Dileepan and
others have come. We protest that stone quarry and M-Sand should not be held in Paramathi
area for all hearings. Even the authorities here know this. Because whatever the reason, the
environment must also protect people's livelihood. We are all one life and our dear brother
Mr. Mukilan said that if the government officials and we are involved in crime, if we are
involved in bribery, we will say aye. Now let me tell you that if you say that I took a penny
bribe from the stone quarry and M-Sand company,then my family will be destroyed. When
asked why, they said that power point here. They said it very clearly. In the conclusion, they
said that we should set up sand quarries, give permission to bullock carts, and make the
bullock cart industry disappear as if it does not exist anywhere in our state. More than 38
people will get direct employment through this scheme. So, if this project is said to be
coming in Achhamapuram, only 38 people will get employment. If so, this bullock cart also
needs permission. Give this power to our panchayat and panchayat council. Who is the boss
of the government bus? It has been mentioned that the model is the owner of this project. But
he should have mentioned himself as the person in charge of the project. If we say owner,
Hon'ble Indian Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi is the owner, Hon'ble Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Mr. M.K. Stalin is the owner of the state. Will District Collector Mr. Prabhu
Shankar be the owner of Karur district? You must show the people who prepared the
valuation report stating that the owner is. We have bought and studied this report last month.
Only these 38 people say that this quarry will provide employment opportunities. Also, we
get from a RTI from AD Mines on 22.09.2023. Also, how our sand quarry works. Norms,
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consent asked, they say that the inside of the banks of the river should leave a safety gap of
50 m, and the sand quarry should be operated. Also, they say that it should be done not
exceeding the permissible depth of 1m. Will they do sand mining? Will they work? Officials
should answer that by touching their conscience. We have visited for 3 days. Before the
officials came here, have they planted saplings as they did in the public hearing meeting
where the project evaluation report was given to the sand quarries that had already given an
action plan? Also, are the bridges good? It should be noted that Already our Prime Minister
Mr. Narendra Modi is very popular with our state government. Next, the Central Railway is
going to file a case against the District administration. Why is that railway bridge so bad?
The state government has no control. It cannot be dismissed as due to the central
government. All the sand above the bridge is taken by the politicians, social activists and cart
workers in Achamapuram and Nerur areas. It pains me to say that a major train wreck is
about to take place. Is it wrong to put two groups together? Is there any wedding hall
available in Achamapuram? Is there no collective government in Nerur? Why not held there?
The reason is that the public will gather. People will make their opinions clear. Let me be
clear again. This river Cauvery does not belong to anyone.Belongs to nature. I want to make
it very clear that Achamapuram, Nerur, and Coimpalli sand quarry all belong to our Karur

District.

Why not only do we bathing in the Cauvery river but also we are growing by
drinking this water and we register our Anxiety here. Also, no permission should be given to
this quarry on the grounds that the future will be better only in protecting the environment.
Also, as I said earlier, in the Project Appraisal Report they have said sand mining. I have
said that it should be called Sand Quarry. And, he says again, sand mining. Officials are also
looking into this. They say what they say like a clip. It is not possible to conduct a hearing
meeting with ;mly memorized speakers. Do wrote speakers matter? Is conscience speaking
important? Requesting that permission should not be granted for this sand quarry. Also, I
request them to provide livelihood and security arrangements for the youths in the area.

Thank you for this opportunity.

6. Mr. M. Natrayvan., Melapalavam.

They say that this sand quarry public hearing meeting is for bullock cart workers and

hold it by giving permission to the lorry owners. I object to this. Thank you.

7. Mr. Rajesh Kannan, Karur.




Greetings to everyone. Think about this government if it has a little bit of shame,
dignity, warmth and rhetoric. After putting a project that does not harm public property,
people and lakhs of people, a project is set up for the benefit of some private entrepreneur
and they say that 35 people will get direct employment. Don't have the conscience to hold a
meeting? My first demand is to hide the 48 documents and arrest those who gave this project
report. A case should be filed against them. Officials who originally signed the project report
have denied it. Those officials should be arrested. They should be thrown in jail. Only after
that this public hearing meeting should be held. You have said that only 38 people have job
opportunities. Say 38 jobs are available for these bullock cart workers. Take 38 young
people. Give them a job. These are all impractical possibilities. Should the District Governor
come when the public hearing meeting for the multi-thousand crore rupees sand quarry
project is going on in this district? Isn't it? This is a project that will affect many lakhs of
people. Why did only the District collector come when thousands of people came? Shouldn't
he come and sit here and ask the people for their opinion? Why didn't you sit down? I have
to announce that I have more important work to do. We pay the tax money that is bought
from us as salary. So the district head should come or not? If it does not come, the reason
should be given. If not, action should be taken against him. It keeps happening. Came to a
hearing. He didn't show up for the next hearing after we asked the question. Why do they
buy tax? Don't pretend to be panchayat, corporation or municipality to people. Please stop all
this. You are running this project that is going to ruin the work and time of the person who is
speaking these ideas by conducting a fake meeting like this. Please arrest this officer. Arrest
private employers who gave fake documents. Henceforth these schemes should be
scrutinized by the authorities themselves. We are just watching your work. Some people say
that we have bought money, we have bought money. There are people who buy money. If
you tell the soldiers and farmers who are really fighting for this society and bought money,
they will look like they are spitting in the face. Because they are fighting for them. You beat
and curse those who accept money. We didn't say no. Not to mention those who don't buy.
First of all, what we need to understand is that this opinion poll is a bullock cart? Not a
meeting about whether to dump sand in a truck. Can we carry out the project after giving
permission for trucking? Don't you? They are holding a meeting to ask for public hearing.
Only if we stop this project first can we bring sand to the bullock cart. To stop this scheme,
go and fight wherever you have to. Be generous. We all want to protest. The Minister of the
Department, who gave approval to this project, should go to the Prime Minister and fight.

Does the Chief Minister know? Don't know? You ask that. If the chief minister knows, he
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should apologize. Let me know if you don't know. Leave it alone and don't hold a meeting to

ask for opinions and spoil the event and ask for news.

Before conducting the public hearing meeting, sir, inspect the department through the
administrators and officers and see if everything is correct, and if it is correct, then decide
that this public hearing meeting can be held. Otherwise, if this happens, everyone will have
to face different consequences. I am not really going to condemn this scheme. I curse you.
Based on this scheme they are corrupting, cheating and looting. Everyone knows where the
person who said we are taking sand is now. I publicly curse them through this hearing that
they will be destroyed like dust. Know how many people are cheating and robbing. Bullock
cart workers problem please. Know how many people are cheating and robbing. Please this
is not the problem of bullock cart workers. This is different. If you don't stop this scheme
you will never earn a living. Stop this scheme and demand your livelihood scheme from the
government. Practice this. Ask the voters. It is not proper to come here and ask. Their

livelihood should be saved.

8. Mr. Kulanthaivelu, Karur

Greetings to everyone. Hon'ble Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has been running the
government with excellence. He knows. He will be sure how to implement this plan. There is
no need for anyone to miscalculate. Therefore, on behalf of the bullock cart workers, I
request the officials to re-implement this sand quarrying project as a special treatment and

bring good progress to these bullock cart workers. Thank you.

9. Mr. Vijavan, Cauvery Protection Force, Karur
As the ground water level is greatly affected, medical wastes and dye wastes are mixed
in Cauvery River and Achamapuram is an agricultural area, I request that this quarry should

not be allowed. Thank you.

10. Mr. Rahman, Karur

Greetings to everyone, salutations to the bullock cart workers. It's afternoon 2 o'clock. Not
even eaten yet. You hold a 2" hearing. In every public hearing meeting, we hold only a
public hearing meeting. We say it every time. But the government will not take any action on
it. This company is asking for permission by preparing a fake document. We want to ban the
company that gives report without inspection. But_ only the people you work with are

changing. Already one will come, but now he has not come. Someone else has arrived. So
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happy. Thanks to Government. Every time they say that 35 documents are hidden. But you
hide all the 35 documents, convince the poor people and give permission to the big capitalists
and mining. This is your own fault. You are getting paid with government tax money. You
must be true to the tax payers and the poor workers. Because they pay taxes. Big corporate
company will pay 1 lakh, 2 lakhs. They will not pay after that. After that they will give it as
election funds. Also, you say that Karur District is Achamapuram sand quarry, Achamapuram
village, Manmangalam Taluk. But who owns the company? You say government quarry, who
is that company? Give me a reply. Can't tell you either. You do whatever the government
orders. Does this company give permission? Don't you? Deciding whether to give this to a
corporate or not? As decided, the above people please do not come to this quarry. If you say
it is a company, it should be changed, but it should be changed to a consultation meeting of
the government bullock cart workers. This meeting should be cancelled and the next project
report should be called a consultation meeting for government cattle workers. Because the
bullock cart workers have come to rely on it. One said that our livelihood will improve, we

should put cotton, punnaku etc. for cows. He said that the expenses should be reimbursed.

11. Mr. Viswanathan, Vaangal

Greetings to everyone. All persons involved in sand quarrying have given more than
necessary comments for 2 quarrying. So we don't want to waste our precious time. My only
point is Nerur North Village, Achamapuram and 2 villages in Achamapuram they say that the
permitted depth for quarrying is 2 meters. 2 meters is 6 feet. After giving a statement that
they are protesting against this, I would next request that these bullock cart workers should be

given some means to dig sand. Thank you.

12. Mr. Muthuswamy.

Greetings to the government officials. Greetings to all bullock cart workers and
friends. Now you are holding this meeting here. You say Achamapuram and Nerur. But how
many people have spoken from Achamapuram and Nerur? You are holding a meeting in an
unrelated place. No meeting was held at the affected place. Also, you say only 2 meters of
sand should be taken. Leave 2 meters sand to the carters and they will pick it up. Lorry and
J.C.B are no need to leave. The cattlemen will take it away. I live on the banks of Cauvery. I

am in Achamapuram village. Before this, let's pump the water with the pump set motor. No
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matter how high it is, the water will come. But, now they dig a hole 20 feet deep and pump
water by putting the motor below it. How many people do this? How many people know this?
This is known to all, all the people are digging holes and using motors. It's so affecting. We
are at the confluence of Cauvery and Amaravathy. It's so vulnerable there. Hold the meeting
where you are vulnerable. Try it there. I know how much they will protest there. The people
who come here are cowherds. They suffer. You use them. Because that's their business. It is
the bullock cart workers who suffer. You ask govemment officials and police officials can do
nothing. Affected are the bullock cart workers You speak. Let's fight for the bullock cart. We
are coming. Give the 2 meters pit digging to the bullock cart workers and they will take it.
They said they are planting 1,20,000 saplings. 1 lakh saplings will be planted by the bullock
cart workers and Cowherds. Tell them and they will do it. But you are saying that they are
protesting for the bullock cart, but it is not. Nothing is said about the bullock cart
workers.Lorry and J.C.B. I say not sand with -. Understand it. In the past, they used to load
everything in a bullock cart and load it in a lorrys. But now there is a situation where
everything that comes in stone is brought in a truck and loaded on a bullock carts. Here, all
the good sand is loaded into the truck and the stone is loaded into the bullock carts. There
won't even be a cart. In the end, if you see somewhere on the ground, the police will catch
you. Somewhere they will leave everything that goes by truck by truck. What will they do?
This is a top-down order. Who says it, truck owners say it. They say that the cowherd is sand
and let him go. Now the government officials are turning the bullock cart into dice. This is
the truth. You leave the 2 meters to the cart and they will do the job without any problem and
thank you.

13. Mr. Selvananpmaran,

The district administration is presiding over the ongoing hearing meeting to set up a
new sand mine in an area of about 60 acres in Achamapuram area of Karur district, and
friends and relatives have already given all kinds of comments. Please, the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board and the District Administration, who have kept this public hearing as
an eye-wiping meeting, should cancel this public hearing and hold a new public hearing in
the future, as per the opinion of the neutrals and the public. This public hearing should be
held in the village where sand mining is to be established. The views of the villagers should
be heard. If you conduct in Achhamapuram and Nerur North Village, thousands of local
women’s will come. Do they know what agriculture is? What is livelihood? They know that.

They will make comments. In order to hide it, to divert it, you are holding public hearings in
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every town to rob the natural resources. We had some regrets like some friends said. The
information came on the phone call. Social activists, Mr. Mugilan etc. are coming. Coming to
stop the bullock cart industry came as you spoke. But please tell me. Please no one comes to
disable it. Now they say they have to close the crusher. Please close these 2 competing and
destroying 2 resources. Close 2 units as well. We are saying that both should be closed. In
other words, the port that Adani is building in Kerala is a private port. Gravel and sand are
going from Karur to the port that Adani for building. It is going to Kerala. But we cannot
build our own house and live here. We are running out of money. Today he keeps you as a
wage labourer. Understand it. This soil is yours. This land is yours. Some social activists are
misleading you that they are coming to take away your livelihood and stop the cattle cart
industry in this land. It is not available. Those who speak today have come to a path where
everything is either support or opposition have come to the common point. That is, not a
bullock cart. That's not a problem. Now a friend spoke even from Achamapuram. You all
objected to it saying that we will take 6 feet of sand in country style. We repeat. This meeting
is not a meeting to define a plan for carting sand. This project is J.C.B or Lorry. A plan to
bring First of all, this plan is flawed. Fundamentally wrong. How will they support you when
the basics go wrong? They say that they will give only so much carriage per day according to
the circuit system. But you say we got something, let the sand quarry happen. But I say. This
sand is yours. You are the one who has the right to dig this sand. Why are you reaching out to
others and begging from employers? This is your soil. Say we have the right to push. Say it is
our soil. They should not. No one else should come. Please be assured. We say on our behalf.
A friend said the same after cancelling this meeting. You are running 2 projects at 1 time.
You have planned this. The authority class does the planning. There were no people who did
not comment on the 2nd meeting. If there are no people, there is no major objection to the
2nd meeting. They are robbing crores and crores. What if the mothers of this land provide
lunch to the working class workers and the public? What do you manage? What have you
arranged? Have you arranged lunch for the guests? Have you cleared all the soil? Shouldn't
that be done? Didn't do them either.Likewise, you should hold the survey only on holidays.
Why do you put on work days? Put on holidays. Family by family they come from the
locality. Ask them and they will tell you. Your livelihood will be taken away by the
government machine by showing poochandi to those people? will be taken away? be
forgiven? By saying that, you are stumbling and losing the life we used to live. Also, 6
months or 1 year, if we complete those 2 projects in 100 acres, where will we go after 6

months or 1 year? If it's over in 100 years, what's next? Where shall we go? Run out of ways
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to live? Nothing? Please cancel this public hearing and hold it locally and locally on holidays.
Realizing that this is the life of our future generation children’s, I request you to oppose this

public hearing. Thank you.

14, Mrs.Madhubala, Nerur

My revolutionary greetings to all Mother Tamil relations. If you've seen all the
possible relationships here, it's wrong to comment here. Who says what? Why do they say?
What? What do they say? Think about that. 2 brothers come and talk. What they are talking
about is that they use the soil of Tamil Nadu only in Tamil Nadu. Foreign country, not going
abroad. That means no going to states like Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh. Let's show
you the list. Everyone has a list of eco-passers. Think carefully brothers. Don't say that we
came and talked about something. Now whoever spoke for their needs, they will hide it,
whoever spoke for your benefit in the survey, they will hide it and hide what you spoke, they
will only go against what they spoke. Go and watch YouTube channels. They said that
clearly no one objected. Do you know where all your soil is going? Your soil will go to states
like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala etc. All your soil is going outside. For our age we
saw. My age is 48. When I was young, I could not walk on the river sand, the mud was so
muddy that I could not walk. But not now. Have you left? See that. These people don't know
that selfish people are buying holes from people, stealing soil and adding wealth to you for
your own benefit. Understand? Who are they speaking for? They should understand for
whom they are fighting. My people must live in my soil. Tomorrow's generation must live.
My children should use that land. Bullock cart workers have to dig the soil. They have to use
that land. Local residents must live. To be used by local people. It should be used locally.
Understand it. They brought soil from Malaysia. Check it out if you want. There is no life in
that soil. There is evidence for that. They gave your land there and bought that land. Examine
the soil. There is no life on Malaysian soil. How many people know this? Don't talk just to
provoke something. Basically think and talk. We can live for today. Our grandparents lived in
a golden age. Got everything for the day. They let the visitors live. People's lives were
flourishing. But today we have lost everything. Everything is selfish. Those who are in
government sector, they don't know poverty. Don't know hardship. Because they will get paid
somehow. Those who eat pizza, burger, Quarter, chicken briyani etc. don't know what
poverty is. But we have eaten grains like rye, corn, sorghum, and wheat, and it seems that
way. Everything is ruined today. Water came under in 3 feet. My brother told me that if a pit

is dug to bury a dead body, water will come as soon as the pit is dug. This happened in our
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house. My sister is dead. A pit was dug to bury her body. The water kept coming from the pit.
Some water came in the pit. They threw the body away. But today even if we put 1000 feet of
water in the same place, water does not come. Why? Why? Think about it. They provoke us
and do politics. understand No one is good. They collect money from us and sell the country.
Only corporate companies are complicit with this government. This government will never
do good projects for these people, soil, race and our livelihood. They will not be companions.
Their aim is to steal money from us, make us beggars and rob us of our soil, rain, forests,
water and land. We strongly condemn it on behalf of the Tamil party. Check out our list. How
many protests, how many struggles. What is all this for? We have been fighting to protect soil
fertility, rain fertility and land fertility. We have been to prison. There is a case against us.
why Shouldn't the children of our village dig the soil? No. The question was raised so that
soil should not be dug stealthily with trucks and poklein. Only the rich are digging sand.
Neither cart-operators nor cultivators use it. Always give some thought to what
environmentalists or social activists say in the environmental market. We're not telling you
not to sand. My opinion is that no one should be allowed to sand. Jai Naam Tamilar. Thank

you.

15. Mr.Thiagarajan, Moganur

Greetings to everyone. Various parties are spoked. Various organizations spoked. But
I speak as one of the people. I will speak on behalf of the people. Because people are the
most affected. So I am going to speak on behalf of the people. There is no mistake in sanding.
Put it in a bullock cart. If you give it to the truckers, only they will benefit. And they said, Sir,
said that they have given jobs to 38 people. But if you give the same 38 bullock carts, 38
families will be together. The environment will also be protected. I bid farewell to the

concept of conservation of natural resources. Thank you.

16. Mr. Java Shankar, Vennaimalai.

Greetings to all the friends and general public who have visited here. Today Karur
District, Water and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board related hearing is going well. All
friends have spoken. In addition to this, cart friends and local owners have come here. The
problem with that is that when a child is hungry, it asks the mother. But if a cow is hungry, it
will not ask anyone. So the cow needs 3 times of grass. So let the bullock cart run smoothly.
Let the government do what it wants to do. Also our truck owners, our friends truck and local

owners have insured the 1000 trucks. Similarly, we have done advance payment and

16



insurance through e-mail on the website. In addition to this, nearly 60,000 trucks are
operating across Tamil Nadu through the Tamil Nadu Sand Link Service. So we have
petitioned in Trichy through Public Works Department for livelihood. We have filed a
petition in Chennai. We have sought permission in Karur. In a few days we are going to file a
petition in Karur. Also 1/2 an hour ago the information that the trucks under insurance have
been insured has been emailed. If our lorry and bullock cart are well insured during the fresh
water summer at our Pashupathipalayam, the construction industry in Karur will go well. We
have been waiting for this for a long time. For this you have to give a good answer through
PWD. This is why we are building our trucks year after year Insurance, permit and Road tax.
Therefore, if we are not given permission to extract sand, we are giving a notice through all
association truck owners that we will take our trucks along with bullock carts and hold a huge
protest in front of the District collector's office. So, cooperate with us.
17. Mr.Shanmugam, Anti-Illegal Stone Quarry Movement, Karur.

Karur District, ManmangalamTk, Achamapuram Village, SF No. 265/1 I would like

to express my first-hand respect to the District Environment Officer and the District Revenue
Officer who are presiding over the public hearing for the sand quarry in an area of 60 acres.
We are painstakingly involved in the public hearing session for each session. We insist that
the quarries should be operated in accordance with the norms laid down by the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. We have also been saying in various hearings
that various documents are not being attached as stated by the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority. But 36 kinds of documents are not attached in the hearing meeting for
this sand quarry which is going on now. We are putting this as a request to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance. If we don't have these documents in the next
meetings, we assure you that we will go to court and sue you as a plaintiff and do some sort
of way to hold the meeting. Because if the government administration does not implement the
rules of a government, then the question arises how the public will implement them. Because
only if these 36 types of documents are attached then what is the defect in it. We can find out
the level of environmental impact expansion and how it can be addressed and what is the
impact in that area. Now if you see first of all, if the sand quarry public hearing is being held,
first of all A1 report should be given and public's opinions should be heard. But the A1 report
related to this H1 is not included in it and the comments of the public on the A1 report are not
included in it. District Collector's report not attached. Apart from that, the comments made by
the public and the report of the Village Administrative Officer were not attached. District

Revenue Officer recruitment report is not attached to Al advertisement. District Collector,
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joint report of inspection of sand quarry site is not attached. Survey report of the Assistant
Director, Geological and Mining Officer is not attached. A list of quarries throughout the
district is not appended. Already 1 quarry was operating in the northern part of the area 10
years ago. A list containing details of that old quarry is not attached. Similarly no boundary
stones were erected around the field of the quarry. No information on board. People of the
village will know only if they put a board next to the sand quarry. Because the people of that
area have not yet been informed that the quarry is coming there. Also, letter received from
such as Archaeology Department letter, Public Works Department letter, Ground Water
Monitoring Department letter, Electricity Department letter are also not attached with that.
Thank you and good bye. He concluded his speech by saying.

18. Mr.Mugilan. Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Committee,

Karur:

Karur District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board jointly
conducting the ManmangalamTk, Achamapuram Village Sand Quarry in SF No. 265/1(P) of
24 Hectares to preside over the public hearing meeting,District Revenue Officer, District
Environmental Engineer, Journalists and general public who are somehow associated with
Cauvery River. 1 offer my greeting to the quarry owners and those brought by the quarry
owners. Even though this quarry is called Achamapuram sand quarry, it is 1 km long and 240
meters wide from Thirumukudalur to Renganathanpet, 1 meter deep down from benchmark,
and it has been mentioned in this project report that 5.00,000 metric of sand will be taken
daily in 160 trucks for 500 days using three kittachi and 15 tippers. So far there is no
mechanized sand mining in any part of Tamil Nadu. The law is that if you want to do so, you
need to get the permission of the court. Here's how they gave permission for three Kittachi
machines. It is not given in the court order. It has been mentioned that the sand will be taken
from 10 am to 5 pm only. According to Section 36 of Small Minerals Act 1959, local bodies,
central or state governments or any water and drainage board.

The rule is that no sand should be mined in the riverbed if any of the irrigation
stations or means wells or overhead tanks are within 50 meters radius. Based on this rule, the
Village Administrative Officer has mentioned in the report that there are no drinking water
drainage board spring wells or bridges within a radius of 500 meters. But practically there is a
well within 50 meters radius. This well is the source of drinking water for Thirumukudalur.
Further, a report obtained from the Drinking Water and Drainage Board through the Right to
Information Act mentioned that the joint drinking water project is going on. But

Ranganathapet was not mentioned in the project report. Apart from that, water is taken from
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the well to the areas of Koyampalli, Somur, Chellandipalayam and Edayarpalayam. 5 motor
rooms have also been built for this purpose (showed the photo). They have hidden all this and
received a letter through RTI, which means that the officials have said that no more water can
be supplied to Koyampalli, Somur, Chellandipalayam, Edayarpalayam and Dindigul areas.
This has been certified by the Village Administrative Officer. Also, we visited a sand quarry.
The report contains sand to a height of more than 1 meter. Therefore, permission has been
sought to take 1 meter of sand above and I meter below benchmark. But the water only goes
below ten feet in the river. If you say sugar, it will not be sweet. If you bring lies in the
government document, it will not become true. "He questioned why the government is
hesitating to take strong action to prevent from the other states looting our sand. He
mentioned that our Chief Minister posted this on his Face book page when he was the Leader
of the Opposition. Also, the Chief Minister clearly mentioned that import of foreign sand
should be allowed and not river sand and also a M Sand. 12 additional days of school
holidays have been announced this year. What is the reason? Due to the climate change due
to excessive quarrying of stones by the owners of the M sand unit, the temperature has risen.
In Karur district, the temperature is 109 degrees. Also, there is no laboratory to test the
quality of the M sand. 50 percent waste soil. It is made by mixing waste sand. Is it country?
Or Graveyard? Many government buildings are constructed using M sand today. How to find
out if it is of quality or not. Every taluks should have a laboratory. We buy M sand by paying
40,000 rupees.

Therefore, the government should take a policy decision to import foreign sand. It is
mentioned in the district inspection report 2019 that sand has been extracted from the same
field number in Achamapuram. However, there is no mention of Abandoned Quarry in this
report. He asked who should go and ask if the officers themselves are doing such a mischief.
He questioned whether they had visited the quarries in Pallapalayam, Nanniyur area where
there was no sand. We have given 60 complaints. Officials themselves claim that social
activists took the money. The police inspector said that the money was transferred to the bank
account. When asked where the bank account is, he says that the subordinate officer
mentioned it wrongly. If the district administration is like this, how will the district be
formed? Reasonable petitions should be answered in a reasonable manner. The court has
ordered inspection of 334 quarries. The district administration said that they inspected 44
quarries and fined 12 quarries. We provide with video proof. Where is the action, he asked
why the law that imposes a fine of Rs.1000 for riding two wheeler without wearing a helmet

and Rs.10000 for drunk and drive has not taken any action against those who destroy the
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environment. The district administration chief had twice advised that strict action would be

taken against those who steal minerals. But no action. Because of Illegal sand mining river
bathing peoples are died. Four children died in Mayanoor. They died in Nerur area of
Thavitupalayam. This is also murder. Sekar Reddy, Dindigul Rathinam, Ramachandran also

destroyed our river to plunder and so many lives are lost. Here a fine of Rs. 1 crore to Rs. 10

crores can be levied per quarry. Enforcement Department Officials mentions that 30 feet to

40 feet have been cut. It is the people of Karur district who will be affected, if the barrage is

built, Tirupur dyeing units sewage will stagnate. He questioned what plan the government has

to treat the waste water having TDS 20000 PPM. It is said that 10 tons of sand can be carried

at a speed of 10 km using trucks and rickshaws. Is it anywhere in practice? The Supreme

Court has directed that only vehicles weighing 10 tonnes should be allowed to ply on rural

roads in Village Panchayat Roads. On other roads only 6 wheeler 15 ton, 10 wheeler 20 ton,

12 wheeler 36 ton and 16 wheeler 48 ton should be allowed. But 60 ton goes with 90 ton

weight. Roads that we build with tax money are affected by looters. It has been mentioned
that trees will be planted in this project. He questioned how many trees you have planted in

other sand quarries. If every quarry has 4000 trees then entire Karur district will be green.

Provide proof of air inspection. On page 16 it is mentioned that "permission for sand
quarrying shall be revoked if it violates the rules and causes harm to the public". No quarry or
sand quarry is operating in this district following regulations. Is Karur district under the

control of District Collector? Report if the sand mafia is under control. If we're wrong, sue us,

we're doing the job the authorities are supposed to do. Cauvery water is the source of
drinking water not only from Dindigul to Tuticorin. 30 out of 39 districts in Tamil Nadu are

dependent on Cauvery water. All the sewage from Mettur is entering the Cauvery river itself
(showing the newspaper leaflet), the students of IIT have examined and published a report.

Three out of ten people affected by cancer, infertility etc. Karur District does not want this

situation. We called the bullock cart sand diggers for protest but they did not come.

A friend told me that they get money from the owners. Even if there is one person in
our relationship we are hanging our self. We don't want to be academics either. We are
saying that we don't want river sand. we have to import sand from abroad. In countries like
Malaysia, buildings are built on trees because of earthquakes. They ask to get sand for free,
the price is low. In the 2016 elections, the Chief Minister himself campaigned by saying this.
Sand robbery is happening today. If ED raid comes and complains about being illegal
quarrying, the police will not even investigate. Therefore, Achamappuram sand quarry is not

legally eligible to operate. Dindigul Joint Drinking Water Scheme, Ranganathamedu,

20



Koyampalli, Somur area have irrigation station. wells. Despite this. if the minister wants to
loot, Dindigul Rathinam, we will gather people and fight. We also have a court order. This is
a picture that struck people like us as we went to see the sand quarry. Respected Mr.
Nedumaran Sir, Mr. Mahendran Attacked picture. Why is there so much struggle so that vour
children do not become sterility. there is no grudge or discrimination against any individual.
This soil is for us. I will give 100 crore rupees. He questioned whether a handful of sand
could be created. It is not possible to destroy a2 mountain that cannot be built by man with
sand is to destroy nature. So live in harmony with nature. Nature should be used only to the
extent that nature can adapt itself. If you use more than that. it will cause a huge impact like a
tsunami. Various diseases occur. So, let's protect the soil. It is our duty 0 protect it. Give
twenty years for the river to regenerate itself Do not extract and Import foreign sand. In
Kerala from 1992 till today they do not take even a handful of sand from the rivers and
appreciate nature. We should also have that mindset. Bathing in Cauvery river in Erode
district will result in rash and the same situation is going to happen in Pugalur also. This
government is not qualified to even clean the plastic waste in the river. let alone our soil and
river. We will not allow Cauvery water. our blood, our blood to absorb our blood and loot
Pudukottai Karikalan. Ramachandran, Dindigul Rathinam. We will not hesitate to give our
lives for it. Achamapuram Sand Quarry is in violation of rules and should not be given
permission, you have no authority to give permission. We are also talking to SEIAA in this
regard. Thank you.
District Environmental Engineer:

At last in her speech of thanks. she expressed her gratitude on behalf of the District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the government officials.
including the District Revenue Officer, the Police Officials. Joumnalists. and the Publics. who

presided over this public hearing meeting. Also. the public hearing meeting was completed.

o é{ .
Disﬁ‘ét Environmental Engineer, District%e Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Karur

Karur.
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