MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED CLUSTER

ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRIES (4 NOS.) AT MYLERIPALAYAM

VILLAGE, MADUKKARAI TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT COVERING

OVERALL EXTENT QF 18.29 Ha ON 30.01.2023 AT 11.00 A.M AT /S, PRS

THIRUMANA MANDAPAM, EALUR, COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

Name of the Project:

Proposed cluster Rough Stone and Gravel Quarries (4 Nos.) at Myleripalayam

Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District covering overall extent of 18.29 Ha.

ﬂ) Thiru. A. Ammasaiappan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry over an extent of 2.35.5 Ha at S.F.
No: 72/1, 2, 3, Myleripalayam Village, Madukkarai
Taluk, Coimbatore District

Proposed Rough Stone & Gravel
quarry over an extent of 2.35.5
Ha. '

2) Tmt. S. Selvamani Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry over an extent of 3.47.5 Ha at S.F. No: 67/2
& 69, Myleripalayam Village, Madukkarai Taluk,

Coimbatore District

Proposed Rough Stone quarry

over an extent of 3.47.5 Ha.

3) Tvl. Sri Vetri Velavan Blue MNetals Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 2.39.0
Ha at S.F. No: 70/2 & 70/3, Myleripalayam Village,
Madukkarai Taluk, Coimbatore District;

Proposed Rough Stone quarry
over an extent of 2.39.0 Ha.

4) Tmt. M. Sarojini Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry over an extent of 3.48.0 Ha at S.F. No: 67/1
& 68, , Myleripalayam Village, Madukkarai Taluk,

Coimbatore District;

Proposed Rough Stone quarry
over an extent of 3.48.0 Ha.
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to express their views. Main aim of this meeting is to register the Public views

related to Environment.

Thereafter, Dr. S.Suriyakumar, EIA Consultant, M/s Aadhi Boomi Mining
and Enviro Tech (P) Ltd, Salem, Tamilnadu has made presentation about the
proposed project to the public along with Environmental Management Plan.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Coimbatore South has invited the public to express their opinion
and comments about the proposed Project. The views and suggestions of the
public's are detailed below:

1. Thiru. Senthilkumar, Fifth Ward Member, Myleripalayam

He informed that, Industry is necessary for the growth of village. Many people
do not know that the income received from Stone quarry goes to the panchayat
developmental  activites. At present it was explained in detail.
If there is industry, the village will also develop. Public expects maintenance of roads
in good condition. Stone quarry owners are carrying out welfare activities to schools
and colleges nearby. He welcomed as a councilor and asked quarry owners to

continue and to implement the necessary works.

2. Thiru. R. Ramalingam, Madhukarai Union Councillor, (Myleripalayam,

Arisipalayam)

He informed that, due to existence of the stone quarry, the people will get
employment opportunities in the nearby, and it is good to help places like schools.

He welcomed the above move. He supported the quarry,
3. Mr. Satish Kumar, State Secretary, Legal Awareness.

He informed that, they have been participating in the public hearings for the stone
quarry at various places and providing the information regularly and to operate the
same as per the provisions of Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Act 1959. We
should excavate and use our natural mineral resources in a fair manner so that future
generations can also use them properly. Also, this earth is not only for us, but also for

the various creatures. Based on the above we can use them. Stones are necessary,
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but quarrying by violation of the law affects the human habitation, the habitat of
various animals, and also the biodiversity.

There are 2 houses on the north side of Vetri Velavan Quarry and they have been
hidden. In the SF Nos 70/2 and 70/3 two houses are located within 50 meters and
they have also hidden. In SF No. 70, there is a stream on the south side and they
have hidden this information as well. There is no details about Arasampalayam

village, which is at the boundary of quarry.

Similarly, the details should be given from the boundary of each quarry. But the
measurement is taken from the centre Stone quarry which is wrong and illegal. There
is @ house at 132 meters on the eastern side of the Vetrivelavan Quarry, and there
are 5 houses in total. According to Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Act 1959,
permission should not be granted if there is a single residence. The project consultant
furnished report on Soil, Water, Sound Biodiversity which are carried out during
October 2019 and December 2019. The study reports which is more than three years
and shall not be valid and also it is wrong.

A letter has been furnished to the District Collector in November to calculate the
depth of water on the basis of open wells. Based on that only permission should be
given to quarries. The water level was reduced from 40 feet to 80 feet. We carry
farming activity on top soil with the help of surface water not in the depth of 50
meters or 30 meters. Due to the presence of stone quarry, the water level falls down.
When the quarries in operation, the water in the nearby wells dries up. The project
consultant explained about agriculture but no government-approved documents are
furnished.

They said agriculture is carried out in 50% of the area without authenticated
documents. Similarly, they say that the water is so many feet deep, who gave the
certified copy for that? Similarly, a certified copy should be produced for number of
houses around the quarry. The unit shall possess the certificate from Tahsildar, RI,
VAQ, Tahsildar, DTCP and AD Mines. But they have hidden various details and given
information contrary to the truth. This should not be accepted. Therefore, it is wrong
to allow stone quarry. Don't give like that. He requested that a proper investigation
should be done and the details should be collected and considered as per the law.




Project Consultant:

| would like to clarify as a project consultant. Based on the details in Page No.336,
you should not conclude any decision. The details about residences are furnished in
PPT and other pages, wherever it is necessary. Secondly, you are saying that all
details should be certified. Google Map is a Certified Map from which we have
digitized the details. If Google Map is wrong then this world is wrong. It is

unacceptable that Google Map is wrong, which is used worldwide.

We are utilising Satelite Map and SRTM. SRTM stands for Shuttle Radar
Topography Mission and others are Lis Bore and Catoser-2. All this is in NRSC. We
have bought data from (NRSC - National Remote Sensing Center in Hyderabad) and
digitized it. We have Ph.D., completed and GIS Specialist to do the same. The same
was certified by Quality Council of India headed by Chairman (PM of India).

The second one is about LAB. We have NABL (National Accreditation Board for
testing and calibration laboratories) accredited laboratory. It is a laboratory
recognized by Central Govt with ILC facility. (Inter Lab Comparison). What is being
tested in our LAB should be tested and proofed in 3 other LABs. Another is
Proficiency test. We are sending our label to Foreign Company for testing. If it is not
meeting Standard, the government will ban Government approved persons are
working. In my opinion there is nothing to ban anything related to agriculture.
Efficiency persons will be selected for working in lab. Not everyone can do it. | humbly
request you to change your misconceptions.

Mr. Satish Kumar, State Secretary for Legal Awareness:

We register our views, You are preparing the report. You have all rights. | have all
rights. We have given the details of the open well, but it was not mentioned in report.
Agriculture can be done with open well. Government keeps insisting on this scheme.
Surface water shall be used instead of ground water with less wastage. That is, when
the government is doing more crop delivery with little quantity of water. If ground
water is used water table will go down. Water can't be recharged. If plateau is broken
water will come up. Similarly, Stability of the Land will be damaged. Over use of

explosives will also cause damages. It will cause earthquakes. Already, in Kangeyam,



Karur, Chennimalai earthquakes have been felt. So, we are constantly recording our

opinion on over exploitation.
4. Mr. Senthilkumar, Malumichampatti :

He is from Malumichampatti and involved in transport business with existence of
quarry they have good livelihood earlier. Now, their Livelihood is affected for two
years because of non-existence of quarry. The transport business is also affected.

So, he requested to grant quarry license to continue his business.

5. NMr. Mahalingam, Tirupur, Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association

Secretary:

He thanked all participants and higher officials who are attending the Public Hearing
to be conducted for quarries at Myleripalayam village, Madukkarai Panchayat Union.
They informed that quarries are functioning with proper permission. But ground water
table is going down due to over blasting and extraction of mineral. Farmers who are
living around a 500-meter radius of each quarry are gradually leaving the activity and
as they are unable to carry agriculture. In the past, blasting is carried out with small
wires and the stone would fall within 50 meters of the quarry. This is not the case
today; The farmers are gradually leaving due to the fact that rocks are falling up to
500 meters.

Due to the blasting, houses within 1 km radius will be affected. These events are
mostly happening in two-storied and three-storied buildings including government
offices and schools. It is really happening in 10 Muttur village. Authorities are giving
correct report but not furnishing correct documents. He asked the quarry owners to do
business, honestly. It is clearly stated that you are not detonating stone quarry, but it
is mentioned as a bomb in presentation. Those words should be deleted since it was
illegally recorded. What is the use of vedi kundu?(bomb). A word that is used against

the society and the environment should be deleted.

The dust from the explosion affects the surrounding environment of the schools,
farmlands, trees, plants as the plants cannot breath, and the plants shrink and die, All
the insects and worms on the ground are displaced and run away. Because the

plantains cannot breathe, since, a layer of dust deposited in them. The natural
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resources are destroyed. No one properly follows the rules of the law, due to
inadequate inspections by the authorities, the proper environmental conditions and
pollution have been increased. They hide the documents. Farmers are being evicted
due to the improper mining. The development of the village is also affected. We are
proud about donations to the school. If you had given your school that much
Government schools would have developed like Private schools. Government schools
have never grown, no development in health facilities. There is no basis or rights for
the workers who work in the quarry. No personal protective equipments including
helmet was provided to workers and also insurance. We record the opinion as an
environmentalist, that this quarry should not be allowed without correcting the basic

methods.
Project Consultant:

The depth of mining is not 40 feet, but it is 40m ie., 135 feet. It is wrongly understood.

The second is the word “bomb” is wrongly used due to mistake of translate.
District Environmental Engineer:

He asked the public and project consultant not to argue with themselves and

requested to register their views only.
6. Mr. Arjunan, Myleripalayam:

My house is just 100 meters away from these quarries. We have borewell at depth of
1500 feet and there has been no damage for two years. No damage to the well. We
live and doing agriculture 100 meters away from the quarry, not 40 meters or 42
meters as others say. There is employment opportunity for the people because of this
crusher and quarry industry. He employed 10 people with 5 vehicles in the quarry. So
people here get employment and no one is affected. So, | request you to give the

license,
7. Gopalakrishnan, Myleripalayam:

| have been working in the quarry for two years. | am jobless due to non-renewal of

license. | got another job in which the fuel expense is about Rs.7000/- per month. But



| can save the same when | employed in this quarry work in the quarry. He asked to

give license to the quarry.
8. Mr. Southan, Myleripalayam:

| am speaking from Myleripalayam. Our agricultural land is 50 meters next to these 4
quarries. We are not affected by this and we do not protest. Therefore, we request

you to grant the license.

9. Dr. Bhuvaneshwari Nanjappan, Tamil Nadu Congress Workers Union State

President

Many people presented their views in the hearing regarding this stone quarry. The
first step is to save mineral resources and natural resources beyond our generation
and also to next future generations. No one has any alternative opinion on this.
Similarly, | would like to point out here that the development of a country, will be along
with the development of the industry. Here more than 1000 workers depend on these
quarries for their life and livelihood, directly or indirectly. Delays in renewing these
licenses are causing difficulties for them, and some workers have indicated that their
income is low. Many people are facing many problems. They are forced to work far
away. This should put an end to everything. Local people do not have any problems
and made complaints. A few months ago, many people protested against quarrying in
Krishnagiri. Member of Parliament Dr. Selvakumar also participated in the protest due
to problems in their area. There is no such objection here as far as | have seen.
Therefore, | humbly request the authorities to kindly give approval for re-opening of
this quarry,

10. Mr. Vijayakumar. Myleripalayam:

| am in the neighbouring village of Myleripalayam. As he said, there was an impact of
the explosives 20 years before. When the salt was placed on the tripod, the stone
was thrown to a great distance and causes damages. But at present the vibration and
rock is very less. We are witnessing at present. In earlier days, | was listening to the
vibration and sound. But, due to present explosives that are being used now, that
noise and vibration do not even reach our village. They do not even know when they

are going to explode. 500 to 1000 people from our neighbouring village depend on
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quarrying for their business. Lot of people work in driving drilling machines, as drivers,
stone breakers and so on. Their livelihood has been affected due to the absence of
this license. People suffer a lot to get proper food and other basic needs. | request

you to issue the license and start again and improve their livelihood.

11. Mr. Mandarachalam - Coimbatore District Secretary, Tamil Nadu Farmers

Protection Association:

In his speech, he said that there are more than 5 approved houses within 300 meters
from the field where the quarry is located. They also hides the existence of a stream
in Ammasaiappan Stone quarry SF No. 72/1, 2, 3 about 2.35.5 hectare.
Ammasaiappan Stone quarry should not be given permission in the first phase. If you
look at the EIA report, within 300 meters around the quarry more than 5 houses are
located. They told that there is no problem to one or two houses. But it is not like that.
Problem is not related to number of houses or size of houses. It comes and it is
clearly stated on the page 333 map that next to the quarry there are 2 houses in the
20th meter and 1 road in the 80th meter in the SF No. 71 on the northern side of the
field 72/1, 2, 3. | would like to mention that this is shown in the computer field map on
page 333 map and figures published by the company. In the field number next to the
quarry there are 2 houses at 210 m in field number 52 on the northern side. This is
shown on the computer field map and on the page 333 map published by the
company. There is a house at 220 meters in Arasampalayam village, Kinathukadavu
Taluk, as per page No. 23 of the Tamil executive summary report submitted by the
company, which is also shown in the computer map. Government rules clearly state
that quarrying should be done only at about 300 meters from approved houses and
residential plots which was mentioned in Minor Minerals Concession Rules, 1959
Section 36/1 nor withstanding various court orders and within a distance of about 300
meters more than 5 houses are located. Legal permission should not be given to this
quarry because the details have been hidden. This quarry is unfit to operate as this
report contains false evidence by concealing the houses. This is illegal in law. The
valuable time of the district head and the time of various government officials are

wasted by conducting public hearing for which local permission cannot be given.
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In page no.332 of EIA report for Ammasaiappan stone quarry located . at
Myleripalayam village existence of a stream was cancelled. If there is a stream, the
quarrying should be carried out only at a distance of 50 meters and 175 feet from the .
stream. Even though the mineral concession rules are clear, the stream on the south
side of the stream, was not shown. This quarry should not be allowed under the law.
Next, the government regulations require that the distance be calculated only from the
outer edge of the quarry where the mining operation is being carried out, but instead
of doing so, the 500 meters distance is measured in all four directions from the center
of the quarry at shown in page 333 of attached composite map. It is completely illegal.
Therefore, | bid farewell by stating that permission should not be given to the above

mentioned calvary.
12. Mr. Subramani, Maileripalayam :

| am from Myleripalayam. | was going in a stone quarry and the quarry was stopped
due to lack of license. His livelihood is affected. So, | request you to give license.

13. Mr. Mugilan, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement, Coordinator:

He Welcomed Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and District administration for
conducting public hearing to set up four quarries namely Ammasiappan, Selvamani,
Vetrivelavan and Sarojini quarry at Myileripalayam village, Madukkarai Taluk and
various officials who have come here from different areas. He conveyed his greetings
on behalf of Environmental protection movement to the social activists, to those who
are working like Tirupur Kumaran the quarry owners, workers of the quarry, to all
those public of various areas such as Myleripalayam, Arasampalayam and
Chettipalayam village and others who have come here and participated in the public
hearing conveyed his greetings and best wishes on behalf of the Environment

Protection Movement.

My name is Mugilan and | am the Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environment Protection
Movement. He informed that, he is one of the member in the committee which gives a
report that the quarries have been embezzled to the tune of one lakh 13 thousand
crores. The above committee was headed by Mr. Sagayam IAS and was appointed
by the High Court and the Supreme Court to investigate the Madurai granite
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malpractice. Before | started speaking, | paid my respects to Mr. Jaganathan, a
farmer who was killed by a vehicle in Paramathi Kuppam, Karur district, for shutting
down the quarry, which had been operating illegally for 7 years.

The consultation meeting for this quarry was not held until 2018, as until then the
stone quarries were handed over to the licensing authorities and operated in the
quarry under their permission. But, the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal ordered that
whenever a quarry is to be set up, irrespective of the size of the quarry, whether it is 1
acre, 5 acres or 10 acres, if there is 12% acres (5 hectares) of land within 500 meters
of the surrounding area, a hearing must be held. This hearing is conducted nor to
make decision based on numbers. It was a Power Point presentation on the EIA
appraisal report on the operation. This quarry will cause air pollution, water pollution,
soil pollution, noise pollution. Biodiversity and socio-economic environment will be
affected. It is explained in their environmental statement. This is a meeting to fix all
damages. Can all suggestions be implemented Adhi Bhoomi is the company they
have prepared the project. This company has been giving projects to many quarries

for many years. This meeting to discuss about the benefits of the quarries.

He informed that, there are 5 houses located within a radius of 300 meters from
Ammasiappan Stone quarry. There are 5 houses at a distance of 50 meters at SF No.
70/2, 3 in Vetri Velavan Stone quarry. The Project Consultant said that there is no
problem due to the existence of houses. | have got the Mineral Concession rules.
This is guidance material to all. The law of wearing a helmet does not say that
Mugilan must wear it, Head of Government should not wear it, MLA should not wear
it, Prime Minister should not wear it, whoever does not wear a helmet should be fined.

Action will be taken. Law is not about bending for individuals.

Some friends here said that there is no problem even though their houses near this
quarry. There is a law that no house should be located within 300 meters of a quarry.
There is a law that no approval certificate should be given to any house. You shall not
sell or construct any house within 300 meters of the quarry site. In houses
constructed within 300 meter from quarry are either demolished or sold out to quarry
owners as directed by Courts. Decision shall be taken on the basis of law not on likes

and dislikes. The provisions of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959 and
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Section 36 are applicable to all. In this guideline, approved houses means it should
be approved wither by Revenue Authorities or panchayat or DTCP. When we see that
there are houses around Ammasiappan stone quarry in FMB, Village Map and
Adangal. There are five houses at a distance of 300 meters around the Vetri velavan
stone quarry. | have brought field map. | have downloaded the details. In S.F.No,
52,565,56,65 & 71 each one house is located. Houses are located everywhere. These
details are furnished as per computer record Vetri velavan and Ammasiappan quarry
are violating rules. This is not what we say. Computer guides everyone. Apart from
that, there is a stream in the southern part of Ammasiappan stone quarry at SF No.
72. There is a stream inside the quarry, how can it be given? High Court directed to
clear the encroachments in water sources. how can Ammasiappan stone quarry SF
No. 72 shall be given with license? Vetrivelavan blue metal on southern side of there
Is an odai in S.F.No.70. It is depicited in Government record. Not only this, the EIA
report given by this company has 471 pages. On page 330 there is a composite
sketch, in which it is said that there are houses around the site of this quarry. These
are the documents they gave. All we are showing are the revenue department
documents. Houses are marked in each FMB sketch. If there is a house permission
cannot be given. No permission can be given to this Ammasiappan Quarry and Vetri
Velavan Blue Metal Quarry.

In FMB there are two houses in SF No. 71 and SF No. 52. Which are located on the
northeast direction of Sarojini Stone quarry. As per FMP there are nine houses in
S.F.No. 55 and it is also shown in the combined sketch on page 333. It is on the
north-west side from the Sarojini Stone quarry. There is also a house in SF No.65 as
per FMB. There are two houses as per village map. Even after informing that there
are so many houses, how can this public hearing meeting can be held? Public
Hearing is being conducted to discuss about the effects of quarry. But a stream flows
in SF No 68 as per page no. 460 in of Sarojini Quarry. According to the minor mineral
concession rules, if there is a stream, graveyard, electricity line, quarry is all told
beyond 50 meters. But streams are within the field, where there is no stream, houses
are located.as per the Government records. So, the question is, how meeting is
conducted for these quarries? The next biggest thing is that what is said in these
rules is that excavation work should be carried out only from the outer edge of the

quarry. That means a quarry can be located on one acre or 100 acres. The Minor
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Mineral Concession Rules clearly state that the mining operation of the quarry should
start only from the licensed end of the quarry. But all four quarries start from the
centre of the quarry. These are given in page no 333 (Ammasiappan quarry) page no
373 (Selvamani stone quarry), Vetrivelavan stone quarry and Sarojini stone quarry
have also started from centre. The same was concealed documents. VAO lodged a
complaint in Chindamanipatti police station in Karur for putting his signature by the
Krishnamurthy Stone quarry. While giving the details in this hearing; we must get the
details from the concerned department. But they did not get the details from any
Government Departments, they said, we get the details from Google. So many details
are hidden destroyed in Google. Till now VAO has given certificate that there is no
house within 300 meters for Krishnamurthy Stone quarry. But when there are
thousand houses in 150 meters, the District Collector has directed to register an FIR
on him, VAO has in turn filed case against Adhi Bhoomi for furnishing false
information in his name. A signature test is being conducted in this case. Licenses
are being issued with violation of the regulations of the government rules and minor
mineral rules. Myleripalayam Village Administrative Officer has given one certificate
for all four quarries. That too given only to Ammasiappan Stone quarry and it is given
on page number 343. He says there is no house within 300 meters. There are no
ancient symbols. He did not mention about the stream, graveyard and power line. The
certificate is at page no 343. A stream is running through Ammasaiappan quarry but
same was hidden. The company itself stated in page 23 of the summary report that
there are houses in 220 meters on the eastern side of the quarry. The Village
Administrative Officer has given a false report, a fraudulent report. The details can be
downloaded from the computer, we are only showing that it has been downloaded.
District revenue officer who oversees all the village administrative officers in this
district, , the local collector, (village administrative officer) has given such a fraudulent
report. In Tiruppur District, District Collector initiated action against Four Road Village
VAO through RDO, Dharapuram..

Until last year, adangal not needed for crop loan. Crop development ,is adequate. But
now adangal is required. If the same quarrying is done damages cannot be repaired
in any time. Permission was given to Selvamani quarry to the depth of 38m where
water is at 40m. Some leaders talk about the development today. Today, in front of

our eyes where we talk about development, the city of Joshimath is sinking. Although
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man has six senses and tools, we can't save the city of Joshimath today? After seven
days only a body of victim in the Adivilliappan pond was recovered with the help of
Armed Forces. This is the situation existing. The EMP report shall not only contain
effects of air, water, soil but also about small creatures. A study should be done to
see how many species have been damaged due to this. This applies not only to
animals but also to humans. This is not a meeting like what happened in the past
periods. We are also in the risk by telling the truth. This is the situation today. We risk
our lives to protect this land. We act in the hope that future generations will be better
off,

Since, there are houses and stream permission shall not be granted for this quarry.
We request that departmental action shall be taken against VAO for giving false
report. Sampling and study should be carried out after obtaining TOR. TOR was given
to Ammasiappan Quarry on 23.3.2022 and Selvamani Quarry on 23.3.2021and
Vetrivelavan Quarry on 30.8.2022 and to Sarojini Quarry on 08.10.2022. It is claimed
that the survey was conducted from 01.10.19 to 31.12.2019 which is earlier to TOR. If
the owner of the quarry asks for permission the site will be inspected and each will
be given above suitability give a report letter to see if it is suitable land. The letter
16.12.21 to Ammasiappan, 10.10.21 to Selvamani 13.5.22 to Vetrivelavan and
Sarojini 16.07.2019. If they state that survey was carried before obtaining permission.
The rules are clear. The quarry should be completed within three years from
completion of the study period, only after completion of three years (from 12.12.2019)
this consultation meeting is being held on 30.01.2023. There is no qualification to

conduct Public Hearing to these quarries.

In this country, if we post something on Facebook, we are immediately arrested. They
treat as of traitor. But here so much violation of rules and law, who will condemn this?
Who is asking the question? We highlight as much as possible. This is not the first
meeting in Coimbatore. This is what we said in the meeting at No. 10 Muttur, this is
what we said in the Pachapalayam meeting. Therefore, the government should make
the correction right. Mistakes shall not be repeated. Furnishing false reports by
people in power make us disbelief in system. They have collected votes in Karur
district, Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi and Nagercoil by saying our name and my name and

about illegal mining. Today, the government has been changed. Scenes also must be
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changed, and we are not talking about anyone personally. The company has giver}
false reports. Hence it should block listed. Some agencies have prepared report
without LABORATARY for five year. It is also noted that the report of deceased head
was furnished and subsequently hearing was conducted for that. If this is the case, to

whom to complain.

Air quality survey, done in once in two month, water inspection once in six months,
sound inspection. Stone quarry should have 4 surveillance cameras. No stone quarry
has a camera, They say they are having 4 CCTV camera and spent Rs.50,000 for
that. We disappoint ourselves. We write sugar on the paper. Whether it's sweet or
not. It will be sweet only if we taste real sugar.

People say that there is no job opportunity. 1 crore people from North India come to
Tamil Nadu got the jobs. But the society and the government are keeping the
situation the people of Tamil Nadu jobless. Authorities should take special steps for
this. Special schemes should be introduced for the affected youth and livelihood
should be ensured. Employers said that they gave PF, LIC and ESI to all workers i.e.,
one share by employee and two shares by company. But it is not true. No permanent
workers in quarry and thus no ES| and PF shall be paid. This law is applicable to the
quarry operates with more than 10 employees. If the labourer dies, we have to fight to
get compensation. In Karur district, we fought and the District Collector awarded
Rs.25 lakh to the deceased worker. And that is not the case with Adaivalippan Pond
issue. The government itself gave Rs.25 lakh. One should understand that we are not

enemies to anyone and should live in harmony with nature and not against its nature.

When the Tsunami came, there was no damage in two places. One is Rameswaram
and the other is Chidambaram Pichavaram. At Chidambaram Pichavaram there was
(Mangrove) Alayathi forest and at Rameswaram there was coral reef. In the name of
development, sand was taken and shrimp farms are provided along the coast. Due to
this, tsunami will come and everyone will die. Through Velanthavalam check post,
stones are transported to nearby state. There are 13 check posts in Coimbatore
District, through which stone has been transported to Kerala. 90% of the stones and
sand that can be produced in all these places are transported to Kerala. It has been

going on since 1992 and has crossed 30 years today. In Kerala, they do not quarry

16



sand from river. Only 33 rivers flow in Tamil Nadu while 45 rivers flow in Kerala.
Kerala has a lot of sand. But they do not allow sand mining. We should think about.
Today, Joshimath city is sinking, and Chennai will be submerged in the sea within 30
years, according to the thesis. A study group is working on that so what do we learn
from this? They said that about the quality of water. It is informed in report that water
with 520 points is good quality. But in the report given by them, 500 points is a good
one. In quarry area it is 520. Hence he said that the quality is good without taking
TDS levels. In EIA report quality of water is fixed as 500. But in the Myleripalayam
presentation they say the water quality is 520 points they say it is good? The standard
for CaCOs is 200 mg per litre. But in the field it is 436 mg per litre. They give it is good
quality.

The report downloaded from the internet says that the standard is 200 mg per litre.
But water with 436 mg per litre are said to be of good quality. We are taking truth and
seeks solution from them. The world we live in was left by our ancestors. But we don't
know the condition of nature to future generations. Because there is an earthquake in
Madukkarai area around in our district. We have a record for that. Not only that, 2
Richter earthquakes have occurred in Tirupur district 4 times. Likewise, 3 Richter
earthquake in Karur Paramathi, which has many quarries. Similarly, 1.5 Richter
earthquake happened near Kiranur Ottanchatram in Dindigul district. The Earth is
shaking just because we are on the Western Ghats. It doesn't mean that we are safe.
Joshimath itself is on the foot of hill and it is sinking. It is not that only the places in
the alluvial soil will sink but city like Chennai also sink into the sea. The cities on the
rocks are also shaking today. The reason is excessive stone quarrying. The
Geological Survey said that Stone quarry will be allowed up to 40 meters to 42
meters. The water table in open well is 15 to 30m. How farmers get water in the open
well which was deep with his own farms. At present same farmers get water only from
bore well of depth upto 1500 feet. What will happen to future generations? What will
the society of the future look like? You must think about that. Today there is an
earthquake of 2 Richter in this area which is declared as protected area. We have

sufficient document where these quarries have no documentation.

The working hours of the quarries are from 7 am to 5 pm. But quarry owners continue

to load the product even after 5'o clock. Nobody respect laws. The quarry owners
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shall furnish the proof with CCTV for not operation beyond 5'o clock. Blasting time (1
pm to 2 pm). A clearly stated in the Explosives Act. But nobody question quarry.
People if blasting done between 6 pm to 7 pm. | am not (blaming) anyone; | am
stating the facts. All the 4 quarries should show CCTV camera recording that no
blasting was carried after 4 am. Next, the product should not be loaded between 7 pm
to 5 am and the workers should not work on the quarry after 5 o'clock. Honourable
Justice Mahadevan of Madras High Court, make inspection in Uthukuli district
Muratupalayam, which is close to us. The inspection commission inspected 18
quarries that have valid permission and 64 quarries for which permission was expired.
The commission has given a report that all 82 quarries are operating in violation of
the rules. All departmental officials in Tamil Nadu have inspected the 58 quarries in
Tirunelveli over a month. Out of 55 quarries, one quarry is not commissioned the
operation. The other 54 quarries are operating illegally. The commission recommend
for closure of all quarries. If inspected, all in trouble. It's fine as long as no inspection.
That is the problem. All we ask is that the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu should
increase the revenue from minerals. According to Govt Order 19, 2022 every month
District Head should inspect 3 quarries, DRO - 5 quarries, BDO - 25 quarries,
Tahsildar should personally visit 50 quarries under his jurisdiction, RI - 75 Percent of
his area, VAO -100 percent should inspect the quarries. Both operational and non-
operational quarries should be inspected to find out illegal operations. That should be
inspected in person. We are asking through RTI in all areas but there is no response
from anywhere. We did not say this, But G.0.19 explain this. The G.O was issued by
the Industry Department which was published in February. There is no co-operation
from field officers to the effort of Hon'ble Chief Mninster of Tamilnadu. Blasting is
carried out at any time. A friend said that in the past there was a lot of noise in
explosions, but now that is not the case, Also, a five-meter long, five-meter wide, five-
meter depth bench should be made, and a blasting hole should be only five feet. It
should also have a slope of 70 percent and 80 percent with zig zag method. A hole
should be fired with a gap of 25 seconds between one hole and another. If explosion
done with a 5 meter bench, there will be no accident. But Stone quarry owners do not
have a 6 meter bench. Quarry owners said that they have already installed a CCTV
camera. Will they show the footage as proof for explosive. Apart from that, it should
be detonated in opposite direction and in such a way no sound is heard for that water
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should be poured on the blasting pit, stocked with hand bags and tarpaulin and tyres.
But in practical this rule is not followed. Apart from these shed of quarry workers rest
shed of the quarry owners should be at a distance of 300 meters. There is a rule that
no other type of building should be within 300 meters even though it is staff quarters.
Who follows this? Similarly for Green Belt, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has
decided to plant 2 crore 45 lakh trees and through Pollution Control Board. He said
we will plant at least 200 to 2000 trees in each stone quarry considering its
maintenance. 80 percent of the trees we plant are native trees. They told that they are
planting trees by spending four to five lakh out of the 4 quarries, 3 were already in
operation. One is proposed one. No Green belt is observed. The government is taking
money from people's tax to plant 2.45 crore trees. If we had money, we could have
built roads, built schools, given jobs, built toilets, everything. There are 12 thousand
quarries in Tamil Nadu nine thousand quarries are in operation. Only saplings are
planted for name sake during conducting of this meeting. This is how quarries work,
the government plants trees from our tax money is from our hard-earned money.
Quarry owners are making billions of income, but not spending money to develop
green belt. There is a big difference between what the government says and what the
quarry owners do. More saplings are to be planted and monitored. Tirupur Collector
cancelled the license of the Ramakrishna Stone quarry on 07.09,2022 for not setting
up a green belt. We request our district head to give the same. They are not following
the orders of Green Tribunal. Similarly, when a quarry is set up, it should be operated
with a wire fence. There is no fence in the quarries where agreement was expired.
They also save Rs.300 will be spent for one meter fencing. If you look at these
pictures there is a wire fence but not in all boundaries. To ensure this, proper
inspection shall be done. But now you can find it on Google. They replace the details
in every three months. We can see from Google, how Quarries are operating with
violation of the rules. It is everyone's duty to protect social property. It is the duty of
every citizen to protect the environment. We express the views based on our
responsibility. Why are you conducting the public hearing in other places like this,
which should be held in the respective villages. When Thiru.Sagayam was the district
head, he held agricultural grievance redressal meetings in the villages. He stayed in
the villages and the meeting should be held locally. Quarry workers have been

brought to attend public hearing. There is no public citizen. We must act on a
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democratic basis. Please hold this meeting in affected areas not in other areas. 30 to
40 lakh people here are relying on you. You have to give justice to the public. Officials
who are paid with people's tax should act in democratic way. We request you to act in
that manner. Public told us that no wire fence have been erected. Each quarry will be
demarcated with coloured stones. But, not a single coloured stone could be seen: |
could not see it in the pictures shown. They gave me three documents and | could not
see the coloured stones in all the three documents. Panchayat leaders and union
committee members are attending the meeting here and informed that they are
getting revenue from mines hence we need that. They themselves said that the roads
are affected by this quarrying. They spend one crore rupees of people's tax money to
build one kilometer of road, and because of these quarries, the roads are not smooth
in all areas. Are the quarry vehicles following rules in speed line. As per rules it is 20
meter speed. Not only the local road, not only the district road, not only the state road
but also the national roads have been damaged by the operation of quarries. Do you
know how much our tax money has been spent on this. We set 3 lakhs from 2% CSR
and 5 lakhs are donation from quarries by losing crores of rupees for infrastructure
development we forget the mistakes through small favours. We are paying 356% GST
on every product we buy. If a family spends ten thousand rupees per month, they
have to pay tax of Rs.3500 to the Government. This is not said anywhere. But py
getting people's tax money and build roads for them. But by giving small amount of
Rs.5 lakhs they are getting more benefits from Government. We should see the truth,
it should be mentioned. We should explore the place where permission can be
granted for a quarry. All these 4 quarries are located in unqualified places. If it is
unqualified place we should not talk about setting up the quarry. We have to see
effects when it is located in suitable places. Please show if there is any quarry in
Tamil Nadu as per legal provisions. There are 300,400 quarries in the district. Identify
a correct quarry. If no one correct quarry is available how these quarry follow rutes.
This is the usual practice no one including. District Collector, the officials, the
environment officer can't decide on the need of these meetings. Permission is
decided as Government Rules, Mineral Concession Rules, High Court Judgments,

Supreme Court Judgments and Green Tribunal Judgments. That is the procedure.

A consultation meeting will be held tomorrow for that 750 pages of report have been

uploaded in the website, both in English and Tamil. What is the problem to upload in

20



Tamil? please upload in Tamil in the website for understanding of everyone. We are
struggling on democratic basis. After struggling for the last 10 years, they filed an
English report in village number 10 Muttur, Following instructions, from the Chief
Minister and the Environment Minister today minutes are recorded in Tamil. A public
hearing meeting was held on 5th at Menaka Stone quarry, Namakkal District. Tamil
EIA report was uploaded. You are furnishing in English and Google translated Tamil
version to save money. The government has allocated Rs 100 crore for the Tamil
Development Department and appointed an Assistant Director in each district. Ask
the officer for translation. Do not ask for translation from those who come here to
attend the meeting . This statement was issued in Tamil by Meneka Stone quarry in
the public hearing meeting held at Kondanayakanpatti on the 5" The report has
answers to your question. Therefore, we request you to post the Tamil translation
clearly. We request you to upload it on the internet as well. The consultation meeting
should be held at a distance of 10 km from the affected area. Proper advertisement
should be given in nearby villages like Chettipalayam and Arasampalayam. You have
paid two and a half lakhs for advertisement in an English magazine, this is a simple
way to reach the villages by putting up 100 posters and making it known to all the
people within a radius of 10 km. It is practiced in many districts including Madurai.
This method is also practiced in Karur. The handout should be given to the public. In
Karur, they used loudspeakers to campaign. Pollution Control Board and Gram
Panchayat shall jointly implement this. We can do the same and implement it on all
sides. He did not speak against the government's policy but asked to act in

democratic way.

The project consultant shall reveal the source of electricity for survey when there is no
houses within 300m distance. EB meter reading shall be given. Did the study actually
take place? Isn't it? | request the district administration to suggest proper methods to

carry the survey.

On Monday agricultural grievance meeting was conducted and the officials of the
Tamil Nadu Agricultural Protection Association filed a petition with the District
Collector about hiding of many annexure. Hence we could not know all the details.
There should be 45 types of attachments; Ammasiaappan has 15 attachments,

Selvamani has 15 attachments, Vetrivelavan has 7 attachments, Sarojini has 8
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attachments. But the most important is the mining plan. If there is a mining pfan,l
details about houses, temples, archaeological important places and water sources
are depicted. How do we know if the mining plan itself is not included in these links?
The mining plan should have Tahsildar's letter, RDO's letter, AD Mines letter, 4 letters
from Forest Department, Letter from Water and Drainage Board, Public Works
Department and ground water quality test report. How can we accept the company
reports? What do government officials say? Ground water is said to be at 42 meters.
It should be certified by Central Water Resources Department and the Tamil Nadu
Water Resources Department. A letter should be obtained stating that there is no
forest area and no water bodies within 10 km. A cerificate must be obtained from
BDO stating that there are no houses or flats within 300 meters. Having said that, out
of 35, 40 types of documents, there are only 10, 12 documents. Not all quarries have
these documents. This is how the meeting is being held by hiding the documents. We
have downloaded all these details from the computer, taken all the FMB by spending
money. Some people came from Andhra state are petitioners supporting quarries. But
if we want to protect this land for that we require records. Are people from Andhra so
concerned about setting up a quarry in Myleripalayam? May be. No mistake. But real
care? No.

Ammunition suppliers should have license from the government. Do they posses
agreement with the government? It should be investigated. They may provide many
fake documents to SEIAA. Companies are putting the signatures of the officers with
the help of technology. Ownership of the land should be attached. The law states that
there should be an agreement made by the quarry with the government, and not only
that, if the quarry already exists or if there are quarries within 500 meters. all its
documents should be attached. Manikandan Quarry at Arasampalayam village has
1010 page Annexure. But this quarry has only 25 pages. Manikandan Quarry and
Paramasivam Quarry in Arasampalayam has 1010 page Annexure. We believe that
this should not happen in Tamilnadu from now on. Since the documents are hidden,
no one will know about them. If the company really wants to do business, give all the
documents, post all the documents on the internet, give the certificate of all the
documents, give the report, submit the documents to SEIAA. Today the RTI Act is a
transparent law. There are laws of evidence. Any document can be obtained by

anyone. It is not impossible to get the documents. We will continue to raise the
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demand for blacklisting of errant companies. We can only appeal to you we do not
use a single word wrongly. Action has been taken against a VAO for his forgery
certificate. Archaeological importance building was located within fifty meters from
Ammasiappan quarry as per the statement of project consultant. But it does not
mention the stream at 300 meters, the cemetery, the electricity line, the and the
forest. VAO has the duty to furnish all the details. He is the local collector. Details are
missing in his report. Details of factories within 10 kilometres should be attached.
Pollution details of factory should be given. Quarry details including closed and active
are located in the whole district, should be attached. They should attach mining order
given by the District Collector. The owners of the quarry have shown the distance
from centre in the picture. But this should be certified by VAO. In future 300 meters
500 meters from the outer edge of the quarry field should be provided. In picture only
250 meters is shown in Myleripalayam area. SF. No. 70, 72 may be adjacent to the
eastern part of Arasampalayam. But, it does not contain any details about the
Arasampalayam.Village. The Project consultant do not provide this. If you go to the
internet and search, it is found that there is field number 163, 164, 165 which is
adjacent to this quarry located in Arasampalayam found missing. Details are collected
from many places FMB and village map are not uploaded in computer. EB line in
western side was not included in the FMB. The Government has a responsibility to
ensure that records are fully protected. Record fraud is going on in this and already
the public hearing meeting at Arasampalayam has ended in trouble. A meeting to
hear the opinion of the eight Stone quarries is going to be held at Arasampalayam
next week, but there is a question whether all the documents have uploaded.
Because this area is a developed area with lots of houses. But if the documents for
this are not there, where to go to get the documents? How can it be obtained if there
is no such clause? We humbly request the District Revenue Officers who is
responsible for monitoring this to bring the hidden documents. Details within 500
meters radius whether it is Arasampalayam, Chettipalayam or Vadachittur, should be
included. We ask you to upload all the details within 500 meters. Apart from that there
is no report about damage to wells. There is no Hydrogeological Report. These are
essential. There are many wells around this field with the depth of 40 meter, 38
meter, 34 meter, 32 meter. Report on effect of mining (110m, 120m, 128m) on well
should be included. None of this was mentioned. Effect of mining on agriculture

23



should be mentioned. Borewell is only mentioned. We request that all details should
be enclosed. | have explained details in the project report including importing
ammunition, | have only said what is there. How the project report has been wrongly
given. We are only talking about how effects are created due to mining. Our opinion is
normal, this should be brought to the attention of the government and the consultation
meeting held for these 4 quarries should be cancelled. | thank you for the opportunity
to ask that this project cannot be sanctioned in any way and that all quarries should
be operated as per law.

14. Dr. Bhuvaneshwari Nanjappan, Tamil Nadu Congress Labour Union State
President:

The brother has now spoken with great emotion, One thing | would like to remind you
is that the law is made only for the people, there is no people for the law. This is not
what | said, but what Perunthalaivar Kamaraj said, The law is for the people, not the
people for the law” when he said about pollution in North India. He told me to talk
about the situation here, talk about these 4 quarries here. There is no need to talk
about Tamil Nadu issues in this meeting. You gave a great speech. This 4 Quarry
needs a Clarity. If colouring is not done then what is going to harm the natural
resources? What are the comments he made to that situation that is what we should
talk about. He says that, the authorities who gave permission for this and the owners
of this quarry like criminals. He says that life is not guaranteed if he goes outside. Do
not express everyone as criminals. He talked about incident happened somewhere
else. No one can accept it. Then, if it continues like this, our country will not be able to
move towards the path of development. Prime minister talks about self dependent
country. But he is talking about 100 years back. The natural resources must be
protected, we cannot just protect the natural resources without doing any work for it,
our owners and officials have already advertised that, if there is any people's unrest it
will come automatically. No one is creating. If there is a problem there, no one will
wait until this public hearing if it so, they will report to the District collector. They
wanted to create the issue in an artificial manner that this quarry should not be
operated here. | am saying that they have come here and created an artificial problem
as if they have come here and given a very good platform speech.
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15. Mr. Arjunan, Myleripalayam:

Somebody has made a great argument on behalf of the Farmers Union. They are
neither from this town nor from this village. Most of audience are belonging to this
village. Ask anyone from this village. They say there is no problem with this quarry.
More than 500 people livelihood depends on this quarry as lorry drivers, operators
etc... If you do not give license to this quarry, their livelihood will be affected. There
will be a situation to search jobs in abroad. Livelihood will be affected. The people
complaining about this quarry are not related to this village. They have nothing to do
with this village. They came from other places and gave their opinion. We are living in

this village with hardship saying that there is no obstacle for us due to this quarry.
16. Mr. Nataraj. Myleripalayam:

My name is Nataraj. | am 56 years old. | know everything that happens in this village.
Around 25000 people living in this surroundings. Beneficiaries from ten villages have
settled here. | have been living here for past 40 years. | am 55 years old. For 40
years, the development of this village has happened only because of this quarry. This
is the truth. Even if you go to Delhi, North India Myileripalayam village is known
because of this quarry. | have been in the transportation business for thirty years. |
am doing it now also. All the children in this village are studying in IITs and MBBS
because of Stone quarry industry. You have talking about Athipatti, which does not
exist in Tamil Nadu. We have obtained certificate from VAO, we have obtained
certificate from Tahsildar, we have obtained certificate from AD, Mines and we have
obtained necessary certificate. They are creating bad name to the government and
Officials have inspected the quarries and issued certificates. What is happening in
this country? Officials are functioning under the government. They are saying that, a
stream is passing through Ammasiappan stone quarry. Why this is not found 30 years
ago? This is my opinion. This is a village with good labour force. How many people
are working theré’? Hey are creating groupism among people of this village? We

strongly condemn this.
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17. Mr. Arjunan, Myleripalayam:

He requested government officials to identify the stream as mentioned by earlier
speakers. Only one pond at 700 m. There is no stream around the quarry. Railway
line is on the eastern side. The area where this quarry is located is about 180 acres in
total. There is only quarrying and there is no agriculture. Beyond that | and
Saravanan, Ramalingam sre developing coconut trees. In Arasampalayam village,
agriculture is done only in Chettinadukar land. It has nothing to do with this quarry.
They expect something from quarry owners. It does not happen 100 percent. It is not
a communication between the general public and the farmers. There is no objection

on behalf of the people of the village in giving license to these 4 quarries.
18. Mr. Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist:

[ am an environmentalist, supports industrial development. He wished Ammasiappan,
Sarojini, Selvamani and Vetri Velavan for their business growth. In general,
environmentalists oppose mining operations. But | wholeheartedly support mining
projects. Because there are about 40 crore youth in India between the ages of 18 and
30. They are clamouring for job opportunities and industrial development is urgently
needed in Tamil Nadu. At the same time, there is a great need to maintain ecological
balance. | will give some advice to maintain ecological balance and grow your career.
You have already given your suggestions for Air, Land, Water and that is great. My
request is to collect the details of population, crop and production level in an area of
10 km. It will be very useful in the future, and will be used to take precautionary
measures to maintain ecological balance. Finally, it would be welcome if it is possible
to incorporate this report into the EIA report. My request is to develop green belt. The
abandoned quarry should be converted it into rainwater collection tank. This will give

you a very effective ecological balance.
19. Mr. Vijayakumar, Myleripalayam :

They say that nanal explosive should be used. At present no quarry is blasting
without nanal. Ask them to give that list. According to government orders, only nanal
explosives given. They do not supply salt or old explosives, they give only nanals. It
will be numbered, the number is the one that will explode, if you give the change the,
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I.e. explode numbers are, if you give one, two, three, it will explode step by step, first
layer 1, second layer 2, third layer 3. If not, the explosives will stop exploding. Earth
does not pass; everything is placed in nanals. That is why | said that vibration and
sound can't be heard inside the village. In Myleripalayam, Degani, Karacherry villages
only nanal explosives are being used. It can be checked through license number of
the seller and buyer.

20. Mr. Senthilkumar, Myleripalayam Fifth Ward Member :

They say good things on behalf of the farmers' association, it is fine to hear their
views, but are there no farmers in Myleripalayam village. They say that a meeting
should be held in Myileripalayam village. The Elur is located in the village of
Mayileripalayam, which also falls within the Myleripalayam panchayat. As a ward
councillor, | would like to tell you why the farmers here do not make complaint on
quarrying because they are doing business properly and the village is developing due
to that business. Even if there is a small problem, they solve it within themselves.
There may be unresolved issues anywhere else that can be discussed. He supports

the quarry.
21. Mr. Loganathan:

He informed that, he is living near Myleripalayam village. The owner of quarry and
crusher are not residing nearer to them. common people could not live nearer to

quarries.
District Environmental Engineer:

He requested to express their views/opinion only and not to ask questions. Answering
the question is not an opinion meeting. We will record and submit your comments as
required by law. There will also be a video recording, we will record what you say and
send it to SEIAA. It will be with the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
and there is nothing to hide. So please register your comments.

22, Mr. Loganathan:

When the quarries carry out blasting, they blast only between 5-6 pm in the evening.
If we, standing east of Myleripalayam, you can see how much dust is coming, and
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they say that they pour water in the crusher and drive, but in practical , they don't
pour water. All the coconut trees are covered with dust. There is a stone pit and a
crusher in the farming area. How to farm? They came closer and closer. Agriculture
cannot be done where there is a quarry. All the ground water has gone down.

The public representations/grievances are being collected and enclosed.

The proceedings of the meeting were video graphed and recorded in CD which is
enclosed.

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South thanked everyone including the public, NGO's, Social

activists, President and Vice-President and meeting came to an end.

List of publics attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs and CD

recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed herewith.

(P 4
enue Officer/

District Environmentapéngineer
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board tamps)
Coimbatore South Coimbatore District
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