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Ragpickers to spearhead 
fightagainst plastic in TN 
State to take their count at districts, mulls ways to incentivise them 

Explore ways to 

get rid of PET 

bottles, court 
tells railways 
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai 

A SPECIAL bench of the Ma-
dras High Court told the Rail-

ways to explore possibilities for 

doing away with PET bottles 
agency. The idea is to make the used in railway stations and on 

informal sector a stakeholder trains. JusticesS Vaidyanathan 
and PT Asha said: ".. made a 

Plan is to make ragpickers a stakeholder in the efforts to eliminate plastic products 

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai 

and make the entire fight ADOPTING a bottom-up ap-
proach, the TN government is 

planning to rope in ragpickers 
to fight plastic menace. Mean 
while, the Tamil Nadu Pollu-
tion Control Board (TNPCB) 
has brought 37 companies un-

against plastic menace inclu- last request to the learned Cen-

tral Government Standing 
factures and corporates comply Counsel as to the steps that the 

Southern Railway would take 
TNPCB chairperson Jayan- to ensure that the PET bottles 

thi Murali said: "So far, 37 com- disappear from the Railway 
der the ambit of Extended Pro- panies in TN came forward to Stations as well as trains. The 

learned Central Government 
lines. District environmental Standing Counsel stated that 

Plastic Waste Management engineers are directed to take he would revert in this regard 

sive, while making big manu-

with EPR guidelines, she said. 

ducers Responsibility (EPR) on comply with the EPR guide 
plastic packaging under the 

Rules, 2016, for which 
guidelines were noti-
fied by the Centre. 

Additional Chief 

every complaint filed as well." 

in the compliancepor 
tal seriously and act step by the railways in this di-

upon it. A Plastic rection would set an example 

The bench said a proactive 

Secretary to the Envi 
ronment Department 
Supriya Sahu told 
TNIE, on the sidelines 
of a workshop on ragpickers before It plastic ban effectively 

"EPR in Plastics and 

ven today, 90% Waste Management for the other departments to 

of recyclable 
plastic waste ls 

collected by 

follow. The standing counsel, V Cell has been formed 
TNPCB to imple- Chandrasekaran, also submit 

ment the single-use ted a letter written to him by 
the senior law officer of South-
ern Railway (SR) informing the 
steps taken towards achieving 

reaches a landfill n TN." 
Every State is man 

dated to implement the object of eradicating 

the EPR guidelines plastic. 
coupled with prohibi-
tion of identified sin- dealing with petitions regard 

Packaging Waste in 
India" organised by 
GIZ and FICCI, that 
ragpickers played an 

important role in pro-
moting the circular economy. gle-use plastic items, Which ing ban on plastic goods, re-
". It's important to recognise have low utility and high litter-
the services of ragpickers, ing potential, with effect from 
streamline the process, and in July 1, 2022. The guidelines al-
centivise them to ensure single lows slapping of environmen-
use plastics don't end up in tal compensation based on the 

landfills." 

She said the work of enumer-
ating the ragpickers at district producers, importers, and management policy before the 

level would be given to a private brand owners. 

Suprlya Sahu, ad>'l 
secretary to the 

environment dept The bench, which has been 

cently said the steps taken by 
SR are credit-worthy. 

The special government 
pleader and the office of the 
Additional Solicitor General 
(ASG) were directed to produce 
the copy of the plastic waste 

polluter-pays-principle on non-
fulfilment of EPR targets by 

next hearing. 


